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The times and seasons.


My beautiful cypress trees turn from a beautiful green to crimson red in October and turn loose in December.  That is why they are called “Bald Cypress.” ( No jokes please.) This is always a melancholic time for me.  I really love those trees and the bare limbs are a strong contrast to the verdant green and red the rest of the year.  


But that is winter.  I overheard a conversation at church last week.  One person mentioned with a little regret that the weather was going to turn cold again.  “The other responded “It’s supposed to be cold, it’s winter!”  When you live here in Western KY you accept some aspect of winter.  The old joke is “If you don’t like the weather, wait a minute.”  We console ourselves by saying “Well, it kills the bugs!”  


But the seasons are interesting - hot and cold, birth and death, renewal.  All those grand themes come to mind and make me wonder if that might have been God’s purpose in creation.  The not-so-subtle reminder that some things are beyond our control.  


Faith is the awareness that we do not face these changes alone.  More importantly, these seasons are ordained by God and have a purpose.  What did John write in I John 5:4?  “For everyone born of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.”  


Faith in our Father and Creator helps us to frame our lives and do his will.  To be thankful for what he has given us and share with others so we can be like Him.  


Further in the chapter he writes:  “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has life;  whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.”  (I John 5:11-12) 


I am so glad I have the Son.  I have him not because I did some grand work to get him, but because he sought me out and saved me.  


I hope you pass this along to someone who needs to hear it.  God will bless you for sharing and bringing hope.  You are loved.
A Hint of Humor

A man boards a plane and notices a lady praying.  “Are you afraid of flying?” he asks. She replied, “Flying, no. Crashing, yes!”

A minister, a priest, and a rabbi walk into a bar. The bartender asks, “Is this a joke?”


WELCOME NEW MEMBER

     In a wonderful full circle of life moment, we were blessed to welcome Craig Evans back home and into fellowship as a member of our church during our AM worship service on November 16.  Craig attended this church as a young child with his mother and other family members.  When his mother passed, he was sent to finish out school at the Cumberland Presbyterian Children’s Home in Denton, TX.  He served in the U.S. Army after high school and eventually ended up back in Graves County for most of his adult life. He was a member of the United Church of God in Paducah when inability to drive to Paducah forced him to look back closer to home. Craig has been “all in” since returning, attending every time he can find a ride.  We are excited and blessed to have Craig back serving with us in this season of His life.

IN LOVING MEMORY

     Our congregation is saddened as Heaven rejoiced as they welcomed Linda Watts to her eternal reward in the early morning hours of January 15, just one day short of her 88th birthday.  Ms. Linda was one of seven members that we honored a few years back for being a member of our congregation for over 50 years.  She and her late husband James joined our body on August 14, 1968.  She had a kind, gentle soul that served with such humility – spending many years serving as an in-home caregiver, even for several of our body who have passed as well.  She leaves three children, 6 grandchildren, 14 great grandchildren, and 2 great great children – and a witness of quiet service and love for Christ & others that we lift in prayer.
ONE VOICE CELEBRATION ON FEBRUARY 1

     The Cumberland Presbyterian Church traces its beginning to a prayer meeting in Dickson County, TN on February 4, 1810.  Each year the group celebrates Denomination Day on the first Sunday of February. Though our congregation became independent in 1982, we have participated with what is now Covenant Presbytery in camps and supported CP ministries and missionaries. 

     On February 1, Covenant Presbytery is hosting an event called One Voice.  Churches from all over the presbytery will be gathering at Woodlawn CP Church in Paducah at 5 PM for a night of worship and relationships. The incredible Bethel University Renaissance Choir will be leading our worship, & General Assembly Vice Moderator Daniel Barkley, originally from New Hope Church in Lone Oak will be the speaker. There will be a free fired catfish meal afterwards.  

     There will also be a Pre-Party for youth in MS/HS beginning at 3 PM.  There will be snacks, games, relationships, worship, and a challenge from Bethel Chaplain Garrett Burns.  We will dismiss evening services that night, take the van for the youth, and take the bus for those wishing to attend the main event.  We do need an approximate number of those attending so they can make sure there is adequate food.  Please let Bro. R.B. know if you plan to attend by January 25.

“SOUPER” BOWL WATCH PARTY AND GATHERING

     The NFL Super Bowl is annually one of the most watched events in our country, while also being celebrated as a social event for many.  Because most want to watch the game and many are looking for a social setting in which to enjoy it, we are hosting a “Souper” Bowl watch party in the Recreational Outreach Center on Sunday, February 8 beginning at 5 PM.  Folks are asked to bring their favorite soup, chili, or sandwiches to share and enjoy. The game usually begins at 5:30 PM. While the commercials and halftime show are often what attracts the attention of even non-football fans.  With a somewhat controversial performer at this year’s halftime show, Turning Point USA is providing an alternate halftime show that we will watch.  The event promises to be a patriotic celebration of the 250th birthday of our nation. We hope that you will join us and will use this opportunity to invite someone who might not have a church home to come and develop relationships with those in our congregation.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE STARTS SPRING SEMESTER!

     We began our new semester of Wednesday Night Alive on January 14. We will have a 17-week semester, take spring break week off, and end on May 13. This ministry gives families the chance to attend services without the rush to prepare a meal and eat, and we hope that it will provide a window to reach out to more youth in our community.  Our mealtime begins at 6:15 PM, followed by Bible study, youth group and children’s classes  for everyone at 7 PM, and a closing worship at 7:45 PM. For those who are able, we ask for meal donations of $1 for children and $2 for adults.

     Those who will help prepare meals on selected nights please contact Deena Green. People who will help set up and clean up for the meal, please contact Madison Fowler to get on the schedule.  We also appreciate those who provide desserts for our meals each week. We need folks to invite neighbors and friends and pick-up kids, if necessary, contact Bob Dean if someone needs a ride. Please help us be faithful to the opportunities God has given us to minister to our community.

THE EWES WANT YOU!
     Many years back our ladies organized themselves as a group for fellowship and service within the congregation and community.  They called themselves the EWES (Every Woman Eager to Serve).  The group has lunch meetings several times a year and most recently created and shared care baskets for our shut-ins and for others in nursing homes.  The EWES invite you to join them for their fellowship gatherings and in service.  Contact Janeene Williams and find out more about their upcoming plans and become a part!
NOTES OF GRATITUDE
Thanks for the prayers, texts, calls during our time of grief.  (Loss of Doug’s brother-in-law)




Bro. Doug & Karen

REVIEWING OUR COVENANT

     The beginning of a new year is a wonderful time to re-examine the covenant to which we entered as members of this congregation. We ought regularly to compare our walk to that prescribed by Scripture and as covenant people, we ought to examine our commitment to the ministry of this church.

Wingo Old C.P. Church Covenant

1)  Have you experienced that you were a condemned and helpless sinner; and, so far as you know your own heart, have you believed in Christ as an all-sufficient Savior, realizing that God, for Christ’s sake, has pardoned your sins?

2)  Do you receive the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired word of God, the only infallible source of authority for faith and practice?

3)  Do you promise to be a faithful member of this church by participating in worship, sharing in its ministry of witness and service, and loving your brothers and sisters in Christ?

4)  Do you promise to support the session and other appointed leaders of this church, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace?

5)  Will you strive to overcome temptation and weakness, grow in knowledge of the Scripture and God’s grace, and practice love in all relationships, seeking to become a reflection of Christ in the world?

6)  Do you promise to be a good steward of the life, talents, time, and money which God has entrusted to you, giving of these gifts to the church?
PARTNERING IN MINISTRY
(We will share information on organizations that the church supports through your giving and the church’s annual budget.)
Alliance Defending Freedom
     In 1994, a group of over 30 prominent Christian leaders saw the need to combat decades-long efforts by activists and government officials to drive expressions of faith out of the public square. They founded ADF to consolidate a strategy to protect God-given freedoms in the courts and to recruit and train attorneys dedicated to that same mission.

     Since then, ADF has remained dedicated to victory, winning nearly 80% of our cases, including 16 cases at the U.S. Supreme Court.
     Alliance Defending Freedom is the world’s largest legal organization committed to protecting religious freedom, free speech, the sanctity of life, parental rights, and God’s design for marriage and family.
     It exists to keep the door open for the gospel by advancing every person’s God-given right to live and speak the truth.  They contend for the truth in law, policy, and the public square, and equip the alliance to do the same.

     ADF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and is fully dependent on generous donations from its ministry friends who choose to partner with them. Aside from litigation awards, they do not accept any funds from the government.
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
21 – Eddie & Christy Mathis
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

14 – Roger & Barbara Thomas

ON-LINE GIVING OPTION

     For those who prefer on-line giving options, the church has a Venmo account available.  The address is @Wingo-OCPChurch and has Ron Mays name on it.  It is not necessary to send a friend request, and Ron does not accept the requests to keep the giving from posting – and anonymous to others. 

RECYCLING OPTIONS BENEFIT YOUTH

     Though our options for selling the items are more limited than they once were, you can still bring your old cell phones or devices and empty or old ink cartridges (inkjet and laser) for recycle.  We will set up a receiving location again in the Recreational Outreach Center, and those items you bring will be sent for recycling, and the proceeds will benefit the youth or other church ministries.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
  2 – Bud Anderson

  9 – Heather Herndon

13 – Eily Green

21 – ZaDawn Hicks

22 – Lindsay Ross

23 – Freya Smith

25 – Michael Walker, Pam Webb

27 – Della Hargan

29 – Carlos Giron

30 – Jewell Dempsey
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
  5 – Kye Kineman

  7 – Bert Pickens
  8 – Ryder McReynolds
  9 – John Sawisch
15 – Zane Green

17 – Kali Hutson
19 – Dan Glover, Mason Smith
20 – Karen Walker

21 – Whitney Curtsinger

26 – Tamese Barr
27 – Shyane Smith

FEBRUARY EVENTS

  1 – One Voice Celebration at Woodlawn CP–5 PM


Youth Pre-Party at 3 PM

  4 - Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15-8:00 PM

  Menu: Fried chicken,mashed potatoes,green beans
  8 – Souper Bowl Gathering – 5 PM

11 - Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15-8:00 PM

  Menu: Soup and sandwiches

15 – 3rd Sunday Fellowship Meal after PM worship

18 - Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15-8:00 PM

  Menu: Breakfast

25 - Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15-8:00 PM

  Menu: Lasagna, salad, corn on the cob 
NOTABLE QUOTABLE

“Dealing with difficulties goes with the territory of living life as a human. At these moments people are not in need of a pep talk, a lecture, or a fix-it plan. They need someone to identify with their pain and feel bad with them. Scripture tells us that “when others are happy, be happy with them. If they are sad, share their sorrow.”  (Romans 12:15)


Josh McDowell, The Unshakeable Truth 
Pastor’s Perspective            The Times and Seasons         ... From Brother Doug
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