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Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

Ah Christmastime.  The Mass, or celebration of the birth of the long-prophesied Messiah, or Christ in the Greek.  The promised anointed one.  The one who would deliver his people.  In fact, in Genesis, God made some stunning promises to Abraham:

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.  Gen 12:3


The Messiah would not just bless his own people the Jews but would bless all the peoples of the earth.  As a people of the earth, I am very grateful, I hope all you peoples are too!


Were these promises random and vague?  Could we piece random events together and make it seem as though Christ’s birth and life fulfilled them?  Maybe if there were only one or two fulfilled but many bible scholars count the fulfilled prophesies in the hundreds.  At least 300 verses and passages foretell and prepare us for the promised Savior to come.  What do they promise?  Here is a partial list.  


He will be:  A descendant of Abraham Gen 12:3, he will come as a child Isa 9:6-7,  born of a virgin Isa 7:14, born in Bethlehem Micah 5:2, a descendant of David Jeremiah 23:5-6, the time of his coming Daniel 9:25-26, he would spend time in Egypt Hosea 11:1. And so many more!  The coming and promise of Jesus saturates the Old Testament so his people would have hope.  They would know they were not forgotten.  God knew his people who believed needed hope, they needed faith.  


Now we that have witnessed the fulfillment of the Old Covenant and the birth and growth of the New, see his promise fulfilled.  Believers from every tribe and nation on earth celebrating together this gift of hope.  Instead of worshipping a God far off that we cannot understand, we celebrate Immanuel, God with us.  


Thank you, Jesus, for loving us enough to be present with us.  
Youth Receive a Huge Blessing!

Thank you to those who make donations to the youth fund during the fundraiser lunch.  Because of your generosity, our youth received over $1400 for their Xtreme trip and other activities.  We are grateful to those who cooked, prepared, and served and others who donated sides and desserts.  It was an incredible day of blessing for our youth, and they will enjoy a great trip of worship, concerts, and preaching!


CAROLS & COMMUNION SERVICE DECEMBER 17
     On Wednesday night, December 17, we will have a special candlelight service of singing and communion at 7 PM.  We invite you to join us for a time of congregational singing and special Christmas music by some of the talented individuals we have in our congregation and share in a time of communion together to celebrate Emmanuel during the Advent season!
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM WILL BE DECEMBER 21
     We are grateful that Kayla Jones and Blake Jessup have taken the lead in preparing our kids to prepare a Christmas program that will be presented for our church on Sunday evening, December 21 at 6 PM.  Please help the leaders by having your children here for all the practices that are occurring during the AM worship services and during class time on Wednesday nights.  We will have our church Christmas tree that night as well as our usual monthly fellowship meal with “substantial snacks” that evening. Please join us and share your gifts of hospitality with our guests that evening.

OPERATON CHRISTMAS CHILD DONATIONS

     We are so incredibly grateful for your energy and support for the ministry of Samaritan’s Purse – 203 boxes were filled by your generosity, donations, and efforts. We are appreciative of Lora Duke’s leadership and Kelly Mays’ work in this outreach ministry for our church.  The boxes have been shipped to the processing center and will reach children with the message of the Gospel in all areas of the globe in the new year.
THE WATERS OF BAPTISM ARE MOVING

     Our work as God’s people is to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey God’s commands.  We rejoice that God is working in the lives of children in our congregation, that they are accepting Christ into their lives and following Him in baptism.

     Ruby Lain accepted the Lord at church camp this summer.  She has been eager to follow the Lord in baptism and was able to get all her family here for the service on November 19.  She and her siblings, Roxie & Jude, are blessed to live with their great uncle & Aunt Arson & Janet Potts.  
     We rejoice in who God is going to become in them as they continue to follow Him in their lives.

CHURCH MAILBOXES READY

     Our children maintain mailboxes in the basement for every family within our church, & Ms. Debbie’s class sorts & delivers the mail for those who desire to use them and consider donating the money you would have spent on postage to some ministry that God might lay upon your heart.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE BEGINS AGAIN JANUARY 14
     We will begin our next semester of Wednesday Night Alive on January 14. We will have a 17-week semester, take spring break week off, and end on May 13. Our family mealtime is 6:15 PM, bible study for everyone at 7 PM, and a closing worship at 7:45 PM. For those who are able, we ask for meal donations of $1 for children and $2 for adults.

     These meals are a ministry to busy families, and we hope others will volunteer to help prepare meals and desserts. Please contact Deena Green if you are able.  Contact Madison Fowler if will help set up and clean up.

NOTES OF GRATITUDE

Thank you so much for the donation to Wendy’s Share the Cross Ministry.  Every cent donated will be used to purchase more olive-wood crosses to be distributed. 




Russell Mays

The Evans family – Craig, Carolyn, & Rebekkah – want to thank the Wingo Old Presbyterian Church for your help with the funeral expenses of James Allen Davis. We appreciate your love & generosity to our family. James Allen will be greatly missed by us & many others.


Craig, Carolyn, & Rebekkah Evans

Thank you for your generous support of our Shop With a Trooper program. With your help, we are able to serve children and families in our community that may need a little extra love and support this holiday season…

        Captain Joey Adams, Commander, KSP Post 1

DECEMBER EVENTS

  3 – Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 - 8:00 PM   
Menu: Chili, hot dogs, pimento cheese
10 – Wednesday Night Alive – 6:15 – 8:00 PM
Menu: Pizza
17 – Carols & Communion Service – 7 PM 

21 – Youth/Children’s Christmas Program – 6 PM

    Christmas Tree/Fellowship Meal afterwards
24 – No Wednesday evening services

27-29 – Youth to Xtreme Winter Conference
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
  4 – Juliet Sullivan

  5 – Jennifer Ellegood

  6 – Robin Hicks, Rhett Jones, Lynda McAlister
10 – Kelly Mays
16 – Bob McCrow
18 – Elijah Green
23 – Diana Lindsay

26 – Liz Andreason, Aria Green
28 – Ruby Lain, Clint Williams
30 – James Barnhouse 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

14 – Lyndell & Mary Dodson

20 – Billy & Robin Hicks

22 – Terry & Laurie Bethel

29 – Bud & Mary Anderson
31 – James & Joanne Barnhouse 
Pastor’s Pondering           God’s Promises Fulfilled                 . . . From Bro. Doug
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