~ Four Devotions ~

Acts 2:42 ~ “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”

· Apostles Teaching – Devoted to the Word of God
This is where it begins. Without true devotion to the Word of God, there will be no real foundation that can be trusted. But this foundation cannot merely be knowledge of the Word of God, that’s just where it starts. The true foundation is built through obedience to the Word of God. 

This is how discipleship is built: “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24). 

· Fellowship – Devoted to the People of God
God has called us to live in fellowship. There are Christians today that believe they can go it alone and live their faith without the structure and support of the church. But God has purposed that only together will each Christian grow and develop as God intended.

Through fellowship we become mature: “…from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:16).
· Breaking of Bread – Devoted to the Worship of God
“Breaking bread” together is two-fold. First, it is the remembrance that Christ has given us when He said, “Do this in remembrance of me” (see Luke 22:19). It is an expression of worship as we remember the One who saved us. Second, it is a demonstration of sacrifice toward those around us by bringing them into our homes to “break bread” with us, especially those who cannot repay.

It is a call to self-examination: “Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup” (1 Corinthians 11:28).

· Prayer – Devoted to a Life with God
In all healthy relationships communication is critical. No marriage truly grows in depth and happiness without it. No family can survive when communication is lost. And no believer in Christ will have any hope of truly knowing and living in relationship with the LORD if prayer is not an essential devotion in their lives.

Prayer is essential for spiritual readiness: “…praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints” (Ephesians 6:18).

People are devoted to many things. But the Christian must be devoted, first and always, to Christ Jesus our LORD. This devotion is experienced through the Word of God, the people of God, the worship of God and prayers to God. 
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