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We are so glad you’ve chosen to join us on this
21-day journey. Our prayer is that these next few
weeks become more than a routine, but that you

experience real moments with God that shape
your heart, strengthen your faith, and deepen

your walk with Jesus.
Life moves fast, and it’s easy to drift spiritually
without ever meaning to. That’s why we created
this devotional: to help you slow down, breathe,
open God’s Word, and let Him speak directly to

you. Whether you’re new to faith or have
followed Jesus for years, we believe God has

something fresh for you in these pages.
Our hope is that each day encourages you,

challenges you, and reminds you that you’re not
walking alone. As a church, we’re growing

together, believing together, and becoming who
God has called us to be, one step at a time.

Thank you for taking this journey with us. We’re
praying for you, cheering for you, and believing

that these 21 days will mark the beginning of
something new in your life.

Each day is written by a member of Connect
Church. Slow down and take time for God to

speak to you!

Pastor Ethan Rouse



1. Pick a Consistent Time

2. Create a Quiet Space

3. Start With Prayer

4. Read Scripture Slowly

5. Read the Devotional

6. Journal Your Thoughts

7. Do the Challenge

8. End With Prayer

HOW TO HAVE A SUCCESFUL
DEVOTIONAL QUIET TIME?



Salvation & Surrender

DAY 1 - STEP IN

Proverbs 3:5-6

Many of us think of surrender as a defeat or a loss, in the world it's seen
as a negative. In fact, surrender isn’t giving up. It’s giving over. When

Jesus invites us to follow him, he does not ask for perfection or strength.
Only our willingness. In Luke 9:23, He says “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow me.” Daily

surrender means choosing his way over ours, even when our plans feel
more comfortable or familiar.  But surrender is not a burden, it’s freedom.

Paul writes in Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me.” When we lay down our striving, Christ

fills our life with HIS strength, HIS peace, and HIS purpose. What we
release to him, he reshapes into something better.  In my own growth, I
think of the Pharisee, Nicodemus. At the time, he was considered a true

and righteous man of God. Everyone looked to him for answers on how to
live a life that was pleasing to God. Then Nicodemus heard of the one

they called Jesus of Nazareth, and the miracles he was performing. He
saw them for himself. He knew in his heart, Jesus was the son of God and
had to speak to him. In John 3:5 Jesus says to Nicodemus, “I assure you,

no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of Water AND of
Spirit,” Nicodemus had never heard these things and even a man of his

education could not understand the words Jesus was telling him.
Nicodemus was filled with conviction, because he knew Jesus was

speaking the truth. He needed to surrender to everything he THOUGHT
he knew and no longer lean on his own understanding. Sometimes we

hold tightly to our own understanding, our fears, or our desire for control.
When we surrender our will to him, he doesn’t leave us wondering. He

leads us into clarity, healing, and a deeper relationship.

Sky evans

Challenge
Today, take a moment and open your hands before God. Whatever you’ve
been trying to manage alone - your future, your family, your worries. Invite
Jesus into it. Let him carry what was never meant to rest on our shoulders.

Surrender is not losing. In Christ, surrender is where real life begins.



Repentance & Realignment

DAY 2 - Step Back

2 Chronicles 7:14 

When I really think about this verse I wonder, what does “heal our land”
look like after God forgives our sin? If we pray and seek His face and ask
forgiveness and really mean it, He will forgive our sins; but Jesus goes
further here and says He will also heal our land. I believe healing our
land starts with one household at a time turning from sin, seeking his

face and being healed! If one household at a time is healed, then
eventually our land is healed! Husbands, fathers or whoever is the

spiritual leader of their household, it is our responsibility to ensure our
households are being led spiritually. We must allow the Holy Spirit to

lead us so we can, in return, lead our household for Jesus! Repentance
is not a moment of shame, it is a moment of clarity! It’s the light of God
revealing where our steps drifted, not so he can condemn us…but so he
can realign us with His heart. Every Christian, no matter how long they

have walked with Christ, will have seasons where their direction has
shifted even just slightly. God’s grace does forgive us, but it also

recalibrates us!

Jamie sellers

Challenge
Repentance and realignment begins the moment we say, “Lord, I'm

turning back to you.” It is never too late to realign your heart with the
Lord’s and allow the Holy Spirit to lead you so you can lead your family! 
Throughout this year, take a step back, be honest with yourself and God
so he can recalibrate you to be the tool he needs you to be to help lead

your household, our church and our communities !  



Serving & Leadership

DAY 3 - Step Up

Philippians 2:3–5

Today, the world is filled with influencers — people trying to gain
followers, build a platform, and make their voice heard. Influence is
often measured in likes, views, and attention. But Jesus showed us a

different kind of influence, one that doesn’t come from being noticed
but from being faithful. His leadership wasn’t about impressing crowds;
it was about investing in people. Jesus led by serving. He shaped lives

not through power or position, but through everyday acts of humility —
washing feet, sharing meals, listening to hurts, and showing compassion.

This is the kind of influence that transforms families, friendships, and
communities. You don’t need a platform to lead your home. You don’t
need followers to shape someone’s life. Leadership begins right where
you are — in your living room, around your dinner table, at work, or in
your small group. Every time you serve your spouse, encourage your

children, support a friend, or lift up someone who’s struggling, you are
leading like Jesus. At Connect Church, we want to grow mature disciples

whose leadership flows from genuine love and service. When you
choose humility, you’re not just helping someone — you’re modeling

Christ to the people who look to you the most. And that kind of
leadership has a lasting impact.

Chase arrington

Challenge
Choose one way to intentionally lead your family or someone

close to you this week through serving. Pray with them,
encourage them, meet a need, or simply be present — and trust

God to use your quiet leadership to make a difference.



Faith & Risk

DAY 4 - Step Out

Genesis‬ ‭12‬:‭1‬ ‭& Joshua 1:9 

I loved the Lord … was using my talents in my church … my husband had
recently gotten saved and was finally the man I had dreamed of. I had a

good job, a cozy little home, close to family, lots of friends . . . All anyone
could ask for, right? Then God said, “Leave your job, your home, your

family and friends, for I am asking you to go to a place to serve me in a
different way.” I didn’t like that request. I wrestled somewhat with God,

telling Him that the ministry here was doing great like it was. I prayed
about it, but God reminded me of 2 Cor. 5:7 “For we live by faith, not by

sight.” So I humbled myself before Him and knew that HIS will for my life
was more important than MY will for my life. Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the

Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding …”

So we left our jobs, our home, our family and friends, and moved to
Decatur, Alabama to minister at First Independent Methodist Church

(Connect Church). It was a very hard adjustment for me for the first few
months. But I have not regretted our decision. Sure, it took a lot of faith
for me to give in to God’s will, but once I took that risk and obeyed His

call, we have received blessings upon blessings. Just like Abraham who
left everything behind, God blessed him and the generations after him.

Cindy Daigre

Challenge

What has God called you to do? Are you willing to have faith in His
calling, and are you willing to take a risk for Him? He will bless you when

you put your faith in Him and follow Him where He leads you. I have
never regretted my decision to give up my life for Him. 



Intimacy With God

DAY 5 - Step Closer

Luke 16:13

If you want to draw closer to God, you have to move farther away from
something else. Sounds pretty straightforward, doesn’t it? As simple as
that is in principle, the action is often much more difficult. Years ago, in
my life, I had heard something that stirred my heart about my time with

The Lord and I had made the decision to never put pleasures like
hobbies, before my quiet time with The Lord each day. As noble as it

seemed, there were many times I didn't want to do that! I liked my
hobbies so much that it was very difficult to not speed through my

reading or to lose focus on my prayer because I wanted to do something
else. I didn't always get some super spiritual revelation from God. I

didn't always “feel” super spiritual or “in tune” with God while reading
and praying. But I didn't make that decision for those reasons –though
there were many sweet moments that I did get to have with The Lord
because of it. I did it because I love Him more than all of those things,
and He is far more valuable than all of those things. As I drew nigh to
Him he has been faithful to draw nigh to me as well. Though I don't

understand everything I read, I do understand that I cannot be closer to
Him without deliberately setting aside something else. Ever since I took
that step away from my earthly desires and took a step toward Him, my

relationship with Him has never been deeper nor richer, and I don't
regret it.

Jon Wray

Challenge
Find something in your life that isn't as important as God and then

decrease it so that He can increase in your life.



Leaving Old Habits Behind

DAY 6 - Step Away

2 Corinthians 5:17

 Leaving old habits behind is not just a moment in time, it is a journey. We
can think that change happens instantly, but God shapes us through our

daily choices. Old habits can cling to us because they are familiar,
comfortable, or once served as a coping mechanism. But once we step into

the life God is wanting us to live, we discover that what once felt
comforting is now a hinderance. A beaten trail is easier to travel than to

beat a trail, because the path is laid out, free of obstacles, and the thorns
have been cleared away. This does not mean it is the correct direction to

travel, and just as an unused path grows close so do old habits die. As new
habits are exercised more, they become like a beaten path; easier to

navigate, becoming more comfortable and stable to traverse.  God does
not ask us to stop old/bad habits: he empowers us to walk in new habits.
Every time we choose patience over anger, prayer over worry, truth over
shame, we practice becoming the person God sees in us. The holy spirit
works through moments- nudging, strengthening, and reminding us that

change is possible because he lives in us. God knows what you are capable
of, transformation is not about trying harder, it’s about surrendering

deeper. Leaving old habits behind isn’t just about behavior change- it’s
about heart change! “You don’t have to live where you used to bleed.”

1 Corinthians 10:13. You are not defined by who you once were, and you are
not chained to your old patterns. In Christ, the “old has gone” even when

you still feel its tug. God’s grace isn’t just forgiveness; it’s fuel for
transformation. 

Aj Lindsey 

Challenge
Take one step to change a habit you have, even just a small one. Let

God shape your desires, redirect your thoughts, and renew your
Heart. Trust God that his direction is True North and follow his lead

to be the person he sees you to be.



Community & Unity

DAY 7 - Step Together

Mark 2:1-5

If you were to die today, who would be the six to carry your casket? It is
an odd question but one that needs to be thought about. The Bible tells

us a story about 4 friends bringing their paralyzed friend to Jesus.
Before they lowered him down, they lifted him up. Before he ever

experienced a miracle, he experienced community. Community isn’t just
people you hang out with. It’s not the group you talk sports with, or the
people who sit near you in church. Community is the people who know

how to carry you when you can’t carry yourself. It’s the people who
refuse to let you stay stuck. The friends in Mark 2 didn’t watch from a

distance—they tore open a roof to get their friend to Jesus. Some
people will watch you struggle. Some will talk about your struggle. But
real community says, “We’ll get you to Jesus, no matter what it takes.”

The man didn’t receive a miracle because he had great faith—but
because his friends did. “When Jesus saw their faith…” shows us that

your circle shapes your future. 

Ethan Rouse

Challenge

This week, write down the names of the six people you would want to
carry your casket—not just in death, but in life (Matthew 16:24-26).

Are these the people who carry me toward Jesus?
Am I investing in these relationships the way I should?

Is there someone I need to add—someone who helps me grow?
Is there someone I need to step closer to and carry?

After you list your six, reach out to one of them this week. Encourage
them. Pray for them. Tell them you’re grateful for them. Strengthen

the community God has placed in your life.



Prayer & Stillness

DAY 8 - Step Quiet

1 Samuel 24:4–7

David and his men were hiding in a cave when Saul—who had been
hunting David with 3,000 men—entered alone and unaware. Everything

seemed to line up perfectly for David to take revenge. His men even
encouraged him, saying this was the moment God had promised. From
the outside, it looked like the obvious, even right, decision. David crept
forward and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe—but then stepped back into

the stillness of the cave. In that quiet moment, Scripture says David
became “conscience-stricken.” The Holy Spirit revealed that harming

Saul was not God’s will. God’s plan to make David king would not come
through David taking matters into his own hands. David chose

obedience over opportunity. We face moments like this too. Life
presents a path that looks right. Friends and voices around us say, “This

is the way.” We see signs that seem to confirm our thinking. I’ve made
decisions like that—jobs, financial choices—that looked good but weren’t

aligned with God’s will. It wasn’t until I stepped back into prayer and
stillness that God corrected my direction. David’s story reminds us that
before we move forward, we must first step back. God often speaks not

in the noise, but in the quiet.

Donna Arrington

Challenge

As we enter a new year, before taking any step forward—any
decision, opportunity, or change—take the first step into

communion with God. Ask Him, “What is Your will for my next step?”
Then wait patiently for His answer.



Sharing Your Faith

DAY 9 - Step Bold 

“You can identify them by their fruit, that is by the way they
act. Can you pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from
thistles? A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree

produces bad fruit.”
Matthew 7:16-17 NLT

Often it is an overwhelming thought to think about stepping out and
boldly sharing faith, especially with an unbelieving world that wants to
falsely accuse of hate. Sometimes this makes people want to run and

hide and be passive about their faith, however, we know that is not what
we are called to do. What if Jesus made it simpler than just talking and

there’s a first step to sharing without saying a word? Good news there is.
In Matthew chapter 7 Jesus is warning of false prophets, and he says

that you can spot them by their fruits/actions. Though the prophets are
speaking boldly their lives don’t line up with what God says. The way we
live our everyday life and handle grief prompts people to ask questions
and then boldly speaking and proclaiming your victory in Jesus can be

done.

Britney Hinson

Challenge

Pray every day that God shows you a person that needs you to
share your faith and read your Bible and pick a characteristic of

Jesus that you can improve on in your life.



Godly Decision-Making

DAY 10 - Step Wise

Proverbs 16:2, James 4:1-10

Few people actually enjoy conflict. In fact, most of us will try to avoid it
at all costs. So, if you are not in the camp that enjoys fighting, there is

great news for you today. God has graciously given us His word to
provide help and direction in our time of need. God’s will is for His

children to live in unity.
James 4 reveals that conflict can easily be traced back to our

motivation. Motives are so vitally important. They reveal the state of our
heart toward others and also provide the fuel that leads to our actions.
We can easily believe our actions are pure, when in fact, they are really

self-satisfying. When we examine our motives, we can ensure our
actions are driven by a desire to please God, and not by pride,

selfishness, or the chasing of praise. True JOY comes when we do things
in the proper order: Jesus, Others, Yourself.

Be encouraged that God’s grace is abundant and His love for you has no
limits. Ask Him for forgiveness, get up, and do the next right thing. You

are greatly loved. God is not mad at you, He is mad about you. You are a
child of the King of Kings. Be motivated to glorify your Heavenly Father

today.

Mike Glenn

Examine the motivation of your heart by answering a few simple
questions.

1.    Does this decision/action glorify Jesus?
2.    Does this decision/action demonstrate love for God and others?

3.    Does this decision/action line up with God’s word?
4.    Is this decision/action in service to God and others, or for my own

personal gain?

Challenge



Endurance & Perseverance

DAY 11 - Step Strong 

James 1:12

A little over a year after giving my life to the Lord, I faced the
unthinkable—the loss of my son. Nothing prepares a mother for that

kind of heartbreak. My world stopped, and my heart felt shattered into
pieces. I was still learning who God was, still learning how to trust Him,
when my faith was tested in the deepest, most painful way imaginable.

Yet even in the heaviness of grief, God’s presence was unwavering. When
I had no strength of my own, His strength carried me. When I couldn’t

see the next step, He guided my feet. When my prayers were silent tears,
He heard every one. Slowly, I began to understand that perseverance

isn’t about forcing ourselves to be strong—it’s about surrendering fully
to a Father who never leaves, never fails, and never stops holding us.

Endurance is not built in easy seasons; it is shaped in the fire, in
heartbreak, and in the moments when our faith is stretched far beyond

what we think we can bear. God uses those moments to refine our
hearts, strengthen our spirits, and deepen our trust in Him.

Loretta Walls

Challenge

Take a moment today to identify the challenge testing your faith.
Bring it honestly to God. Ask Him to give you endurance, to guide

your steps, and to reveal His presence in every moment. Trust Him
completely—He will never leave you.



Walking in Joy

DAY 12 - Step Light 

Isaiah 26:3

As I reflect on the powerful phrase 'walking in joy,' I am inspired to sing,
'Down on my knees, I learned to stand, and I can't even walk without you
holding my hand.' It was in that posture of humility that my journey with

God transformed from a casual acquaintance to an extraordinary
adventure of joy. I describe it as casual because, at the time, life was

good: I was blessed with a loving marriage and two precious children. I
loved and revered the Lord as my sovereign Savior, yet He seemed

distant, and I mistakenly relied on others to meet my needs (Proverbs
28:26). But then a pivotal moment arrived on a cold January day, and my
life was forever altered. In desperation, I cried out to Jesus, recognizing

that my only hope rested in Him. I knew I had to exercise my faith,
recalling God's promises and trusting Him to guide my path forward. My

prayers became fervent, persistent, and heartfelt pleas for direction.
 As I fixed my eyes on Him (Isaiah 26:3), He revealed Himself to me as not

only my authoritative Savior, but with time, also my Comforter,
Protector, Provider, and joy-giving Friend. Jesus promises that true joy is

a gift from Him, designed to be a boundless source of strength and
peace in every circumstance. I have learned to pray expectantly,

trusting that God will continue to work in my life, revealing more of His
goodness as I seek Him.

Mary Legg

  If you find yourself casually navigating life or facing uncertainties, I
encourage you to abide in Him (John 15:5), remember His promises (Psalm
103:2), thank Him in all circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18), and rejoice
in the God of your salvation (Habakkuk 3:18). As you do, your steps will

grow lighter, and together we will walk in joy, our hearts overflowing with
gratitude and praise.

Challenge



Forgiveness & Freedom

DAY 13 - Step Free 

Ephesians 4:31–32, John 8:36, Matthew 6:14–15

Forgiveness is easy to talk about but actually forgiving someone that
hurt you and never acknowledged it, much less apologized for it, is not

an easy thing to do. Jesus teaches that forgiveness isn’t just about
releasing someone else, it’s about releasing yourself. Unforgiveness
keeps us stuck in the moment of our pain, replaying it like a broken

highlight reel we never asked to watch.
When we hold on to bitterness, we think we’re protecting ourselves. In

reality, we’re building our own prison. The person who hurt us may move
on, but we remain tied to the offense through anger, resentment, and

emotional exhaustion. That’s not freedom it’s bondage.
Forgiveness doesn’t deny the wrong. It doesn’t minimize the damage. It
doesn’t make it hurt any less. It simply refuses to let the damage have

the final word. Forgiveness puts judgment back in God’s hand and
chooses peace over payback, healing over hatred.

Jesus didn’t forgive us because we earned it. He forgave us because he
loves us. He calls us to walk in that same love and experience that

freedom that comes along with forgiveness.

Nick Walls

Challenge

Write down the name of the person you still have resentment
toward. Every day this week, pray “God, I choose to forgive. Teach

my heart to follow my decision.” Then take one small step and
forgive them out loud, release the anger towards them, and pray a

blessing over them and find freedom in forgiveness 



Protecting Your Heart & Mind

DAY 14 - Step Guarded

Psalm 140:1-5

We all love a good movie or TV show. It’s a time to relax and unwind. But
have you ever stopped to consider that the movie or show you’re

watching was created with a purpose?
In Psalm 140:1–5, David praises God for protecting him from evil and
from wicked men who devise plans and set traps to trip him up on his

path. In the same way, movies and TV shows are created to sell us a
story—to make us feel, react, and think. Often, those stories are not

aligned with God’s design.
It may seem trivial, but we are at war with things not of this world. Satan

will use any tool he can to separate us from God, and that includes
entertainment. He uses movies and shows to desensitize us to choices
that go against God’s will for our lives. They can sell us a way of living

that is far from what God intended.
The world wants to pull us into its chaos, but God can protect us. We

simply have to stop and consider what we are watching. Don’t sit down,
relax, and turn off your mind. Be watchful. Look for ways the world tries

to convince you that it’s okay to wander from God’s plan. Be mindful.
Pay attention to the messages in the movies and TV shows you choose.

Christy Zuck

Challenge
Fight back. Turn off what doesn’t honor God. Guard your heart and
mind. Don’t let the world persuade you that a life separated from

God’s will is acceptable or will make you happy.



Hearing God’s Voice

DAY 15 - Step Open 

John 10:27

Many believers oftentimes struggle with hearing God’s voice, mainly
because they wait until they can audibly hear God. Well, what if I told you
that God speaks in other ways than words. God can speak to you through

anything; whether it’s through your thoughts, a Bible verse, a
worship song, or conviction. We want to hear God speak to us so badly that

we forget to get to know him. How can you recognize someone’s voice if
you don’t even know who they are? This is the most crucial point of our

relationship with God, and it might shock you. It’s not church, it’s
not worship, it’s not giving money, and it’s not spending long hours writing

a new Sunday school lesson. While all these things are good, the most
important part of the relationship is the relationship. Examples being:

talking to God regularly, sitting in his presence, and reading
about him. These are key ways to get to know him. How can you get to

know somebody if you have never spoken to them? Some people let the
religion part of their walk with God overpower their relationship with God.

They let their work overwhelm them so much that they forget who
they’re working for! To hear God, we must know God. Recognizing the voice

of God means you know him. Again (John 10:27 — “My sheep listen to my
voice; I know them and they follow me.”) So, if we know God, and God

Knows us… then wouldn’t that accomplish the main purpose
of our walk with God? To form a relationship with him? Because when it’s
our turn on judgement day, we don’t want to hear those words that every

believer fears: “Depart from me for I never knew you!”.

Cohen Jarret

Challenge
For a minimum of 10 minutes a day, spend some time with God. Try to sit in

his presence, get in his word, and just listen for his voice. Maybe it’s audible,
maybe it’s not. Maybe you get a strong urge to do something, and the

thought is repetitive. God Speaks through repetition.



Gratitude & Worship

DAY 16 - Step Grateful

Psalm 118:24–25
“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Please, Lord, please save us. Please, Lord, please give us success.”

Psalm 28:7
“The Lord is my strength and my shield. I trust Him with all my heart. He

helps me, and my heart is filled with joy. I burst out in songs of
thanksgiving.”

Each morning when I wake up, I thank the Lord for another day and
listen to the song “Good Day” by Forrest Frank. Starting my day this way
matters to me because it reminds me that I need Him, that I depend on
Him, and that I am deeply thankful for His presence in my life. You do

too—because His mercies are new every single morning.

Every day is another opportunity to love and worship our Lord. Every
morning is a fresh start with God, and even a fresh start with our

families, our friends, and ourselves. Let’s take full advantage of the day
God has so graciously given us, knowing He is watching over us.

Dovie Glenn

I want to challenge you: each day, speak out loud at least three things
you are grateful for. Let gratitude shape your heart, your mindset, and

your worship.

Challenge



Times are tough. Prices are insane. Groceries, gas, utilities, shelter and
transportation can drain our pockets before the payroll check is even in
our account. Not to mention our phone bill, insurance, taxes, and all of

our other expenses. Just how are we supposed to be generous to others
when we can’t even make our own ends meet? God says that He loves a

cheerful giver. We are to share our blessings from the Lord out of the
abundance of our hearts, with praise and thanksgiving to the One who

blesses us. As my Pastor wisely tells us, “If you’re going to give
begrudgingly and complain about it, you might as well just keep your
money!” I have a magnet on my refrigerator that says, “The greatest

blessing is to be a blessing.” I don’t think most people truly understand
that, and I actually wish the Bible would speak more about this very

thing. When we realize how truly blessed, we are and how blessed we
feel when we share our blessings with others, the feeling is really like no

other.

Giving and Blessing Others

DAY 17 - STEP GENEROUS

2 Corinthians 9:7 

Johanna Childers

Challenge
Ask God to help you to trust Him to give generously. Ask Him to help
you let go of some of the things draining your bank account. Thank
Him for all He’s done in your life then begin to give and bless with
joy. The more God sees you being generous with His blessings, the

more He will continue to bless you. 



Servanthood & Character

DAY 18 - Step Humble

Mark 9:35

Servanthood is not simply an action—it is a reflection of character
shaped by the heart of God. When Jesus knelt to wash the disciples’

feet, He did far more than complete a humble task. He revealed a
posture, a way of living that flows from inner transformation.

Servanthood begins where pride ends, and character begins where
Christ is formed within us. True servanthood is not measured by how

much we do, but by who we become while we do it. Anyone can perform
acts of kindness, but a servant shaped by godly character does so

quietly, consistently, and joyfully, even when no one notices. This is the
kind of service Jesus modeled—a life poured out without a need for

recognition. Character is shaped when we act when no one is around or
watching: in the choices we make when it's inconvenient, in the restraint
we show when tempted, in the compassion we extend when we expect

nothing in return. Servanthood grows from these moments. It is the
outward fruit of an inward journey with Christ. As our hearts align with
His, our hands follow. In Mark 9:35, Jesus taught, “If anyone would be

first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” Greatness in the Kingdom
is measured upside down from the world’s standards. The world

applauds power; Jesus elevates humility. The world values being served;
Jesus calls us to serve. And in that calling, He shapes our character until

it reflects His own.

Kyle Hinson

Challenge
Today, ask God to cultivate in you the heart of a servant; willing, gentle, and
steadfast. Pray for the grace to serve, not out of duty, but out of Christlike

love. Write down 3 ways you can serve at Connect Church (your church)
over the next year. You can help clean up after an event, help lead a small
group, or pray with one who is in need of prayer. As you do, you’ll find that
servanthood does more than touch others; it transforms you. In becoming

a servant, you discover the quiet strength, deep joy, and enduring
character that come from walking closely with Jesus



Preparing for Spiritual Battle

DAY 19 - Step Ready

Ephesians 6:10–13

Every believer is engaged in a battle, whether we recognize it or not.
Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:10–13 that our strength does not come
from ourselves but from “the Lord and His mighty power.” We face an
unseen enemy—one who is real, relentless, and strategic. The devil’s

purpose has never changed: “to steal, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10). He
works through lies, schemes, and subtle attacks, seeking to pull us away

from the abundant life Christ offers.
Because the enemy is real, we must take this battle seriously. We are not
fighting against people; our struggle is against spiritual forces far greater
than us. Satan may use people, circumstances, or temptations, but the

true conflict is spiritual. This war will not end until we see Jesus face-to-
face. Like Paul, we want to finish our race having “fought the good fight”

and remained faithful (2 Timothy 4:6–7).
But here is our hope: though the battle is intense, the outcome is secure
for those who are in Christ. Our source of strength is not human effort

but the indwelling Spirit of God. “Greater is He who is in you than he
who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

Hal Daigre

Challenge
The Lord reminds His people in 2 Chronicles 20:15, “The battle is not

yours, but God’s.” Today, put on the full armor God has provided.
Stand strong in His power. The enemy is real, but so is your victory in

Jesus.
Today, choose to fight—not in your strength, but in His.



Vision & Calling

DAY 20 - Step Forward

Proverbs 29:18

Connect Church carries a strong vision of raising up leaders and helping
people grow spiritually. Why do we hold to that vision so strongly?

Because without vision, we become complacent. We drift. We end up
moving through life on our own strength instead of God’s direction. But

when we catch the vision and calling God has placed on our lives,
everything shifts. We move from wandering to worshipping, from

carrying burdens to finding strength, from fear to stepping into greater
things. Following God’s calling isn’t always easy. In fact, He often gives
vision before clarity. Abraham was told to go before he was told where.

Peter stepped out of the boat without knowing what the next step
would feel like. Paul received his mission long before he understood

what it would cost. God rarely reveals the whole picture—He gives just
enough light for the next step. Scripture says we are made in the image

of God, which means He has a purpose and calling uniquely designed for
us. Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us that God has plans, a mission, and a

future for our lives. The question isn’t whether God has a calling—the
question is: Do you believe you were made for great things? Do you

believe you were created for such a time as this? When God gives vision,
He also gives provision. When He calls, He equips. He’s not asking for

perfection—just a willing heart.

Ethan Rouse

Challenge
Write down your God-given vision. Take five quiet minutes and write the

sentence: “I believe God is calling me to…”
Even if it feels unfinished or unclear, write what you sense. Let God build on it.
Then, share your calling with someone who can encourage you. Vision grows in

community. Tell a leader or trusted friend what God is stirring in you and ask
them to pray over you this week.



Trials, Growth, and Trust

DAY 21 - Step Through

Daniel 3 

The problem of evil has plagued believers from the beginning. If God is
all powerful and all good, then why do bad things happen? This isn’t a

new problem. We have examples all through scripture of believers
asking the same question. Job asked “why?” Mary and Martha asked

“why?” and sometimes we ask “why?” In those moments when life
seems unbearable, we have to remember we aren’t facing our trials

alone. There is a fourth man in the fire (Daniel 3:25). It’s interesting to
note the Hebrew boys didn’t see Him, only Nebuchadezzer who had put
them there. My “why” came when my daughter was three years old and
had been having drenching night sweats and leg bone pain that would
have her in tears and unable to walk. Her bloodwork had markers for

leukemia and St. Jude immediately scheduled her for a consultation. We
were terrified, sad, and feeling desperate. Our perfect little girl was
facing a giant she couldn’t see. She had a follow up blood test three

days from when we first got the call. We put our hope in the only place
we knew, His Word. We fasted and prayed for those three days and I

realized in those moments of feeling helpless that my help came from
the Lord. I told Him Stella was His before she was mine and she would

be His after I’m gone. I knew that whatever the outcome was, we would
trust and serve Him. When Friday arrived, we thanked the Lord and

broke our fast. The results came in and her bloodwork was normal and
her night sweats and bone pain were gone.  

Dee Sadler

Challenge
The Lord heard and answered in the way we had hoped. Sometimes the

answer isn’t what you hope for and you’re left with two options after the
“why.” Run to or run away from the Lord. Choose to trust or choose to deny.
Choose to face your giant with the King at your side, or face it alone. Choose

faith. Choose Christ. 



1. Step In — Salvation & Surrender

2. Step Back — Repentance & Realignment

3. Step Up — Serving & Leadership 

4. Step Out — Faith & Risk

5. Step Closer — Intimacy with God

6. Step Away — Leaving Old Habits Behind 

7. Step Together — Community & Unity

8. Step Quiet — Prayer & Stillness

9. Step Bold — Sharing Your Faith

10. Step Wise — Godly Decision-Making

11. Step Strong — Endurance & Perseverance

12. Step Light — Walking in Joy

13. Step Free — Forgiveness & Freedom 

14. Step Guarded — Protecting Your Heart & Mind

15. Step Open — Hearing God’s Voice

16. Step Grateful — Gratitude & Worship

17. Step Generous — Giving & Blessing Others

18. Step Humble — Servanthood & Character

19. Step Ready — Preparing for Spiritual Battle

20. Step Forward — Vision & Calling

21. Step Through — Trials, Growth, and Trust
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