
 
 

December 28, 2025 
First Sunday after Christmas 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning and Welcome! 
If you are an online worshiper or guest today, please  

leave a record of your time with us online. Thank you!   

Online Guest Form 

 

7740 HIGHWAY 72 W | (256) 721-0041 | MLUTHERAN.ORG 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our 
gospel today confronts us with the death of innocent 
children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does 
not remove the power of evil from our world, but its 
light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy 
innocents” of past generations and today who have 
suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and 
meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry 
us as in days of old. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1h9pffP9qU-W67MdU_EB1qZHCP7kNBJdj3QLq_CVRPxxV8A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


A CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

The First Sunday After Christmas 
 

In 1880 E. W. Benson, then Anglican Bishop of Truro, England, composed a Festival of Lessons and Carols, based on 

ancient sources, for Christmas Eve. In 1918 it was adapted for the chapel of King's College, Cambridge, by its Dean, 

Eric Milner–White, who also wrote The Bidding Prayer. The Blessing after The Lord's Prayer, added by Milner–White, 

was first included in its present form in 1930. The Lessons given here have been customarily used in recent years at 

King's College. The service has been edited for Messiah Lutheran’s use. 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE “Psalm 19” (Benedetto Marcello)  Brass Quintet 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s 

forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 

Your son was born in the poverty of a stable. 

Forgive our neglect of the poor. 

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 

Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

With great joy the angels proclaimed, 

“Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. 

Today is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. 

May you know the peace which the angels sang from the heavens. 

Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! 

Amen. 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Once in Royal David's City” ELW 269 

Verse 1 - solo; Verse 2 - choir; Verses 3 and 4 – all 
 

 
 



 
 

*BIDDING PRAYER 

Beloved in Christ, 

this Christmas Season it is our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the 

message of the angels, and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 

come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from 

the first days of our sin until the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child; 

and let us make this house of prayer glad with our carols of praise. 

But first, because this of all things would rejoice Jesus' heart, let us pray to him for the needs 

of the whole world, and all his people; for peace upon the earth he came to save; for love and 

unity within the one Church he did build; for goodwill among all peoples. 
 

And particularly at this time let us remember the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; 

the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; 

and all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his 

heart of love. 
 

Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater 

light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 

and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 

CAROL “Gesu Bambino” (Yon)    Holly Martin, Soprano 

 

 

 



WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 

God creates the sun, moon, and stars to bring light to the world. 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 

light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 

day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two 

great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 

stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the 

day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 
 

*CAROL “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” ELW 295 verses 1-4 
 

 
 



 
 

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness. 
 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

 darkness—on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless 

 peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 

 and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 

 hosts will do this. 
 

CAROL  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (M. Praetorius) Choir 
  

THIRD LESSON Micah 5:2 –5a 

The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor 

and peace for all of God's creation. 

 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

 come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed 

 his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 

 shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth,  and he shall be the one of 

 peace. 

 

 

 

 



*CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   ELW 279  

Verse 1, 2, 4 – All; Verse 3 – Choir only 

 
 

FOURTH LESSON Luke 1:26 –35, 38 

The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth 

to God's promised Son whose kingdom shall never end. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord 

is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 



this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 

him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 

will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 

he will be called Son of God. 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

CAROL “Ave Maria” (Bach/Gounod)             Gretchen Perry, Violin and Melanie Payne, Piano 
   

FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:1-16 

Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born. 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 
8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, 

for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child 

lying in the manger. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                                 ELW 289 

 

 



 
  

SIXTH LESSON                                                                                                       Matthew 2:1-11 

The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews. 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 

the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 

they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CAROL “The First Noel”                                                                                              ELW 300   

Verses 1, 3, and 5 – all; Verse 2 and 4 – choir 
 

 
 

 



 
 

*SEVENTH LESSON                                                                                                   John 1:1 –14 

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not 

know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

 



*CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                   ELW 283 Verse 4 
 

 



 
 

*NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY  “What is this Lovely Fragrance” (Lani Smith)  Melanie Payne 

 

 



*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” ELW 295 verse 5 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unwearied praises be: 

Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory evermore and evermore. Amen 
 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 

Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 

In his light, draw all to the manger 

to sing for joy with the angels. 

In the brightness of his life 

cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 

In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 

Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 

evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 

 

SENDING 

 

*BLESSING 

May the Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into One things earthly and heavenly, fill 

you with the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

 *SENDING HYMN  “Hark! The Hearld Angels Sing”                                                  ELW 270 
 

 



 



*DISMISSAL 

Go forth in peace and joy.    Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE “Gaillard Battaglia” (Samuel Scheidt) Brass Quintet 


