
Welcome to this service of Choral Evensong at Christ Church Grosse Pointe. We 
hope that this service will help lift you to the presence of God and strengthen 
you for the week to come. 

Scripture readings are printed in Currents (leaflet insert). 

Evening Prayer: Rite I

Voluntary	 Prelude No. 1,� Edward C. Bairstow
	 from Three Short Preludes	 (1874-1946)

Introit	 Pilgrim’s Hymn� Stephen Paulus
		  	 (1949-2014)

Even before we call on Your name 
To ask You, O God, 
When we seek for the words to glorify You, 
You hear our prayer; 
Unceasing love, O unceasing love, 
Surpassing all we know. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Even with darkness sealing us in, 
We breathe Your name, 
And through all the days that follow so fast, 
We trust in You; 
Endless Your grace, O endless Your grace, 
Beyond all mortal dream. 
Both now and for ever, and unto ages and ages, Amen.

Michael Dennis Browne 
(b. 1940)

The Entrance Rite
The people stand for the procession.

Opening Sentence

Officiant	 O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me, 
		  and bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling.
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The Invitatory and Psalter

Preces & Responses	 Margaret Burk
(b. 1990)

Cantor		  O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir		  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

		  O God, make speed to save us.
Choir		  O Lord, make haste to help us.

		  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
Choir		  As it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be:
		  world without end. Amen.

	  	 Praise ye the Lord.
Choir		  The Lord’s name be praised.

The people are seated and stand during the Psalm where indicated.

Phos Hilaron	 McNeil Robinson 
(1943-2015)

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in 
Heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold 
the vesper light, we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O 
Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the 
worlds.

Psalm 34	 chants: Michael Velting

The text for the Psalm is printed in Currents.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people are seated for the first reading. 
The texts for the Scriptures are printed in Currents.

First Reading	 Acts 9:10-31

The people stand for the hymn. 

Hymn 289	 Our Father, by whose servants	 Wolvercote

The people are seated. 

Magnificat		 from Service in D	 George Dyson 
(1883-1964)



My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty 
from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty 
away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as 
he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without 
end. Amen.

The people are seated.

Second Reading	 Luke 3:7-18

Nunc Dimittis	 from Service in D	 G. Dyson

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word; For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

The people stand for the Gloria Patri.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. 
Amen.

The people remain standing.

The Apostles’ Creed		

Officiant	 I believe in God, 
All	 the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Prayers
The Lesser Litany	 M. Burk

Cantor		  The Lord be with you.
Choir		  And with thy spirit.
Cantor		  Let us pray.

The people kneel.

Choir		  Lord, have mercy upon us.
		  Christ, have mercy upon us.
		  Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer		  M. Burk

Choir	 Our Father, which art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Suffrages	 M. Burk

Cantor		  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
Choir		  And grant us thy salvation.

		  O Lord, save the state.
Choir		  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

		  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir		  And make thy chosen people joyful.

		  O Lord, save thy people.
Choir		  And bless thine inheritance.

		  Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir		  Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
		  but only thou, O God.

		  O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir		  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects

Officiant	 Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that 
are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Choir		  Amen.

		  O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which 
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from 
the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Choir		  Amen.



		  Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 
love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Choir		  Amen.

The people are seated.

The Welcome & Reflection	 The Reverend Andrew Van Culin

The Offertory

The people remain seated while the offering is collected.

Anthem	 Blessed City, heavenly Salem	 E. Bairstow

Blessed City, heavenly Salem, 
Vision dear of peace and love, 
Who of living stones are builded 
In the height of heaven above, 
And by angel hands appareled 
As a bride doth earthward move.

Out of heaven from God descending, 
New and ready to be wed 
To thy Lord, whose love espoused thee, 
Fair adorned shalt thou be led; 
All thy gates and all thy bulwarks 
Of pure gold are fashioned.

Bright thy gates of pearl are shining, 
They are open evermore; 
And, their well earned rest attaining, 
Thither faithful souls do soar. 
Who for Christ’s dear Name in this world, 
Pain and tribulation bore.

Many a blow and biting sculpture 
Polished well those stones elect, 
In their places now compacted, 
By the heavenly Architect. 
Nevermore to leave the Temple 
Which with them the Lord hath decked.

To this Temple, where we call Thee, 
Come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
With thy wonted loving kindness 
Hear thy servants as they pray; 
And thy fullest benediction 
Shed within its walls alway. Amen.

Intercessions

The people remain standing or are seated. 

The Intercessor offers petitions and thanksgivings on behalf of the congregation.
The people respond Amen.



The Grace

All	 	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
		  and the love of God, 
		  and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, 
		  be with us all evermore. Amen.

The people stand for the hymn.

Hymn 24	 The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended� St. Clement

The Blessing

Officiant	 The Lord be with you.
People		  And with thy spirit.

The Officiant blesses the people.
People		  Amen.

The Dismissal

Voluntary	 Rhapsody, Op. 17, No. 1� Herbert Howells 
(1892-1983)

Officiant

People

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, September 27
Hymnathon
8 am – 6 pm

 

Sunday, October 12
Choral Evensong at 4 pm

 

Sunday, November 2
All Souls’ Requiem at 4 pm

 

Sunday, November 23
Concert at 4 pm

Haydn Missa Brevis in F and Harmoniemesse
Sung by the Christ Church Chorale

Tickets available at the door


