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ForewoRrd

teinbach Bible College had its beginning in the early

1930s when classes were taught to prepare young
people as Sunday school teachers. These classes were
initiated by a small group of individuals representing the
more progressive sector of the local church community.
The more conservative churches in the area at that time
were just beginning to use Sunday schools as a medium
for the religious education of their youth. Until that time
most churches had frowned on any education beyond
elementary grade school, secular or religious. Further-
more, the Mennonite community of Steinbach was
generally well insulated from influences of the broader
social and religious environment,

Within a few decades the school was adopted by the very
churches that in the beginning viewed the initiative with
suspicion. It has become the primary training resource
for their church workers and leaders and a major step-
ping stone for their members into the professions. The
school has also become the spawning ground for global
mission outreach ministries by these churches. Mean-
while the churches that were the main spark for the
original initiative have one by one directed their primary
allegiance to other schools.

Although the school has over the years been significantly
influenced by the larger evangelical church community,
it has maintained a commitment to the distinctives of its
Anabaptist heritage. Throughout the various stages of
development the school has never wavered from its dual
focus. It has maintained the centrality of the Bible as the
primary source book for Christian education and its
commitment to the preparation of workers for the
church.

In this book Jerry Hildebrand has chronicled the sixty
year history of Steinbach Bible College. It is well re-
searched, honest and informative, extensively docu-
mented, and very readable. It begins with an overview of
the local social, economic and religious milieu that
provided a context for its early beginning. Next,

Hildebrand traces the struggles related to accountabil-
ity, as governance evolved over a period of decades
from control by a Society to ownership by a number of
church conferences.

The highlight of this book is its characterization of the
key leaders of the school during the six decades. It
shows how the distinctive personality and vision of
each one, including the inevitable conflicts, shaped the
school’s development.

The many challenges which the administration encoun-
tered en route from modest beginnings to full accredi-
tation with the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges
are well documented. Also emphasized are the efforts
to respond to changing needs of students and constitu-
ency churches. A brief survey of out-of-class activities
and events that have enriched the lives of students,
staff and constituency gives insight into the personality
of the school. The story includes an account of some
difficulties experienced by the Alumni Association in its
efforts to maintain a vibrant organization. However,
the account is balanced by a substantial list of signifi-
cant contributions made by this association to its alma
mater over the years.

The text of this volume is enhanced by the inclusion of a
generous supply of photographs, as well as numerous
personal stories and reflections of alumni and faculty.
These “windows” contribute to the effectiveness of
telling the SBC story.

As someone who has been involved with the Steinbach
Bible College as a student, teacher and board member
over a forty-five year period in its sixty-year history, 1
take delight in recommending this book to anyone who
has an interest in the history of church-related educa-
tion in Manitoba.

Ed Reimer
Winnipeg, Manitoba
March 1997




Researching and writing this book has been an enrich-
ing, but also a humbling experience for me. 1 felt
honoured when asked to take the assignment, not realiz-
ing all that would be involved.

There was so much to discover. 1 have learned to appreci-
ate the struggles that went into starting and maintaining
the school during these sixty years. It would have been
valuable for me to know this history when 1 started
teaching at SBCin 1987.

Producing 7raining Servant Leadershas been an SBC team
effort. My drafts were submitted to three editors, an
editorial team, and four readers. That makes a writer
vulnerable.

As editor, Doreen Klassen gave direction and a good
impetus to the project. She engineered the format of the
book, including the provision of anecdotes for the sidebars
and gathered photos. Unfortunately, circumstances in
Doreen’s life, together with health problems and other
commitments forced her to give up the project in mid-
stream. President Stan Plett then assumed the role of
editor. Both did a considerable amount of editing, rewrit-
ing much of chapters four and eight, as well as some of
the introductions and summaries in other chapters. Henry
Fast and Deidre Plett, the other members of the editorial
team also made contributions.

The team was discerning in the selection of readers. At one
end of the spectrum is Dr. Harvey Plett who knows SBC
perhaps better than anyone else still living. At the other
end is Lois Loeppky, assistant librarian at SBC who, al-

PRefACE

though not as well acquainted with the history of the
school, could read the material with more of an “outsid-
er's” perspective, In between these two was Jack Heppner,
who has been with SBC since 1983.

Special recognition goes to Marilyn Dueck, Administrative
Secretary at SBC. Besides serving as the fourth reader, she
inherited Doreen Klassen'’s task of doing the page design,
sidebar materials and photographs. She also typed and
retyped pages as changes were being made and was
responsible for overseeing the overall design of the book.

Credit goes to Menno Hamm, editor of 7/e Messenger, the
Evangelical Mennonite Conference periodical, for the final
editorial scrutiny of the material.

To all these team players | express my word of thanks.

Furthermore, 1 acknowledge my indebtedness to the many
people who were interviewed or consulted, some of them
numerous times, for information and verification of facts.
They were invaluable, especially when records were brief
or missing. A word of thanks to all the alumni and others
who loaned their photographs to give the history a visual
component,

The target audience for the book is the alumni of SBC, but
1trust that it will find appeal to a much wider audience.
More than anything, may our Lord Jesus be pleased with
what has been written.

Jerry Hildebrand
Steinbach, Manitoba
March 1997
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TRAINING SERVANT Leaders: A History of Steinbach Bible College

phetic Bible Institute in Calgary in 1929, and Briercrest
Bible Institute in Saskatchewan in 1935.

But for the residents of Steinbach, and the members of
the Steinbach Mennonite Brethren Church in particular,
the Altona and Winkler Bible Schools were many long
miles west. Winnipeg was somewhat closer, but that was
in a ‘strange’ urban setting for young people who had
never been far away from home. Road conditions, limited
transportation options, and scarce financial resources
served to make distances play a significant role in 1931.
Margaret Epp writes about a Saskatchewan student who
“didn’t have the money to go back to Winnipeg to Bible
school,” but she thought he “ought to be able to handle a
school [Bethany Bible Institute] practically at his door-
step.”® Among some individuals in Steinbach, particu-
larly in the Steinbach Mennonite Brethren Church, there
was a yearning for something similar “on this side of the
river,” particularly in the up-and-coming village of
Steinbach.

% SOCIAL FACTORS

Fergus Cronin’s observation of a business ingenuity together
with “an unusual capacity for religion”! suggests the
control the church in Steinbach exercised on its entrepre-
neurs. The church was genuinely cautious of change. Busi-
ness innovators often had to defy and break out of the
church mold to establish themselves.

The arrival of another group of Mennonites was socially
significant. They came in the 1920s and settled in Steinbach
and vicinity. These were known as the “Russlaender”:?
Mennonites. With their arrival a new set of dynamics
came into play in both business and church life.

The Russlaender were refugees who had escaped Russian
Communism. Although they spoke the same languages as

their North American Kanadier cousins, “they were a
different breed of people.”®*

There were at least two major reasons for these differ-
ences. First, many progressive Mennonites remained in
Russia in the 1870s, while the more conservative mi-
grated to Canada, some of whom settled in the village of
Steinbach. Second, the two groups had developed
separately within very different environments for ap-
proximately fifty years. Thus they had grown into two
virtually different cultures.

Higher education and the liberal arts played promi-
nently in the lives of the Russlaender Mennonites,
values that were totally foreign to the Kanadier Men-
nonites. The best educated and most prosperous
families of Russia were found among the 8,000 refu-
gees that spread out in Manitoba in the 1920s. Those
seftling in Steinbach naturally found a greater affinity
with the business people of the village whom the
church had labeled as people “with sinful pride.”
Many of the newcomers had been teachers in Russia.
Within a few years they obtained their teaching
certificates and “before long some rural one-room
schools in Manitoba’s Mennonite districts had teach-
ers who had not lived in Canada as long as most of
their pupils.”*s

The Russlaender brought a new vigor and vibrancy into
the communities. Gerald Wright says that “A lot of the
developments which later gave Steinbach its competi-
tive edge, began with the arrival of the Russlaender.”
In a sense, the Communist revolution in Russia pushed
Steinbach into the modern world.” Inadvertently it also
produced an air of superiority in many of these aggres-
sive and progressive people. A “respect” and a jealousy
was the response of many Kanadier Mennonites.

*+3
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The Kleine Gemeinde were conservative in theology and
culture. This conservative stance with legalistic tenden-
cies? continued into the post World War 11 period,
though changes were already underway during World
war 1.

Due to the success of Johann Holdeman, the Kleine
Gemeinde for many years did not allow ministers from
other churches to preach or teach in their communities.
Despite the severe setback in 1881, the Kleine Gemeinde
held steadfastly to their beliefs. The several points
discussed at the crucial 1899 ministerial conference in
Blumenort support this view:

... On the basis of God's words our members
are not permitted to attend services led by
other ministers except for those worship
services recognized and attended by our
ministerial. Christ has so often and earnestly
warned us that there are those that will come
in his name and will lead many astray.
Against such, we are to be on our guard.
Matt, 7:15-21, 2 Thess. 2:2, 2 Tim. 3, Rev.
20:8-9, Rev. 13:13-14. We especially need to
guard against those that are leaving or have
left us. 2 Tim. 4:14.,

... We believe that Sunday school as well as
singing practice, particularly the four-part
harmony practice, will do us more harm than
good. They will lead us away from the
simplicity in Christ. 2 Cor, 11:13, 1 Tim. 4:8,
Amos 5:23. We do not, therefore, allow cur
members or their children to attend Sunday
schools as they are presently conducted,
neither the above mentioned singing prac-
tices. Since the available curriculum does not
agree with our confession, it will lead us
astray by portraying a show of holiness in
that both God and lustful nature is served.
This is serving two masters. Matt, 6:24.2°

The Kleine Gemeinde Church was concerned to keep the
world out of the church. Consequently, introducing '

changes in church life or in business did not come
easily. Innovations and new ventures were associated
with “sinful pride.” They were a threat to the life seen
by the majority as pleasing to the Lord. Steinbach’s first
auto dealer, J. R. Friesen, for example, was excommuni-
cated from his church in 1912 for buying a car. A few
years after the excommunication, however, the church
elders who had banned him became Friesen’s clients
and bought new cars.?” But such changes did not come
without conflict and pain.

However, renewal was con-
stantly taking place. World War
1 was somewhat of a watershed
period for the Kleine Gemeinde
Church. Renewal came “by their
own fervent nonresistant wit-
ness and self-examination.”2
Anti-German prejudice devel-
oped against the German-
speaking Mennonites. They were
warned that men of military age
who neither belonged to the church nor lived a life
consistent with their professed peace position would be
drafted. As a result, there was “considerable heart-
searching and the number of baptisms increased, all of
which tended to produce a less selective membership
more open to change.”*

Further changes became evident in the 1920s with the
acceptance of the automobile and the organization of
the Sunday school in the Steinbach congregation in
1926. That was followed by choir practice and Young
People’s meetings. In 1935, on the eve of the founding
of the Steinbach Bible School, the first issue of the
Kleine Gemeinde church publication Christlicher
Familienfreund (“Christian Family Friend”) came off the
press.

+5e
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ForerunnNers of Steinbach Bible College

These changes, no doubt influenced by the Mennonite
Brethren and the Bruderthaler churches in Steinbach,
prepared the way for the eventual participation of the
Kleine Gemeinde in the Steinbach Bible School move-
ment,

The Church of God in Christ, Mennonite
(Holdeman)

The Holdeman Church did not directly feature in estab-
lishing and developing SBC. It is discussed because of
its relationship with the Kleine Gemeinde and because
of the role its leaders played in the school during World
War 11 when male students were conscripted for Consci-
entious Objector (CO) camps.

This church is one of the four Steinbach churches that
emerged as a renewal movement that would not be
contained within the mother church. 1t started in 1881
when between one-third and one-half of the members
of the Kleine Gemeinde in Manitoba, converted to the
Holdeman group.?°

Johann Holdeman had experienced a radical conversion
at the age of twelve in 1844, and at 21 consecrated his
life to renewing the church. He considered himself to be
called (without human instrumentality) to the ministry.

He was disappointed when his efforts at bringing
renewal to his own church, the (0ld) Mennonite Church
in Ohio, failed . Consequently, he left the church and
organized a small group into the Church of God in
Christ, Mennonite, In Holdeman's thinking, this was the
only true Church of God. He insisted that people who
cooperated with other church groups were committing
spiritual adultery.

Holdeman's studies were concentrated on the Bible,
History and Martyrs” Mirror. He sought to trace church
apostasy through the centuries, saying,

[ have proved them and 1 can see no evidence
that this body was organized in the name of
God and Christ. It must follow as a necessary
consequence this was no true Christian
organization because God approves of but
onevisible church,

The renewal movement made little progress. Had it not
been for the 1874 immigration of Russian Mennonites
who were also looking for renewal, the endeavour might
have folded.* After two years of dialogue with
Holdeman, Peter Toews, elder over the entire Manitoba
Kleine Gemeinde group, converted to the Holdeman
group, taking with him half of the ministers and 165
members of the Kleine Gemeinde in Manitoba.??

The Bruderthaler Gemeinde3#

This church, later called the Evangelical Mennonite
Brethren (EMB), had its beginning in Manitoba in the
late 1890s. Revival meetings were conducted in Stein-
bach by Bruderthaler ministers from Minnesota. A new
church was begun when 3 or 4 couples from the Kleine
Gemeinde congregation identified with this group and
began their own services. For their first church building,
they remodeled an old residence.

This congregation identified closely with the
Bruderthaler Conference in the United States. This
conference separated from other Mennonites because
they felt other Mennonite churches placed insufficient
emphasis on the new birth and a changed life, as re-
quirements for baptism.

After the Steinbach congregation had hurdled some
serious difficulties in 1908 and had built an attractive
meetinghouse in the centre of the village in 1912,

... an increasing number of young people

left the Kleine Gemeinde to join them. The

frequent revival campaigns with good speak-
ers, their lively singing, church choir, and
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more free ways in general was a constant
attraction for the young people. Thus the
influence of the Kleine Gemeinde constantly
decreased in their own village and that of the
EMB increased, until the old conservative
church was willing to learn and adopt some
of the new things.?s

Even with the success this church enjoyed, it was not
until 1925 that it prospered. The congregation came to
be known as the “live, evangelical, progressive group in
town.” According to former EMB minister Travis Reimer,
From the outset the EMB has been an inno-

vating church. The Kleine Gemeinde thought

it was presumptuous to say you knew you

were saved. . . . This church became known

as the ‘singing church’ because people sang

with real gusto, with a fervor that emanated

from a vital Christian experience. Often

people from outside the church would attend

the evening services simply because of the

quality of singing.?”

Other features also distinguished this Bruderthaler congre-
gation from the Kleine Gemeinde. The Bruderthaler encour-
aged audible prayer, both in church services as well as at
home where devotions in the morning and evening were
a very vital part of the religious life. The congregation
was also a trail blazer in preaching. In a departure from
the reading of sermons, the EMBs began extemporane-
ous preaching, even without notes. It was among the
first churches in Steinbach to use the English language
in its services.

The Mennonite Brethren (MB) Church

The original members of the Steinbach Mennonite
Brethren Church came to Canada with the waves of
migration from Russia after World War 1. Their roots
were in the renewal movement that caused their pred-
ecessors to break with the Mennonite Church in Russia

churches in Steinbach.

or to start new ones.
Initially those who settled
in Steinbach and sur-
rounding areas
fellowshipped with the
Bruderthaler congrega-
tion because there was
little theological differ-
ence between the two
groups. The Bruderthaler

and form the Mennonite Brethren
Church in 1860. That pattern of
renewal and subsequent church
split paralleled the formation of
the Holdeman and Bruderthaler

The general practice of MBs was
to join existing MB congregations

Above: Steinbach
Kleine Cemeinde
Church on Main
StreeT before iT
burned.

middle: EMB
church from 19%8-
1954

below: MB church
parking lot, 1931

hoped the two might
unite to form one church,
but that was not to be.

The big obstacle was the mode of baptism. The MBs
were very dogmatic about practicing and accepting
only immersion baptism, a mode totally unknown to
many Bruderthaler who baptized by pouring.

The Bruderthaler expressed flexibility on the ques-
tion of the mode of baptism. In fact, Travis Reimer
contends certain men of the Bruderthaler Conference
thought nothing was lost by encouraging their
churches to baptize by immersion as long as they
“did not insist on that as the only valid mode.”3®

In spite of those efforts, it was only a matter of time
before the MBs formed their own congregation. On

January 3, 1927 a group of 38 brethren and 7 sisters
officially organized the Steinbach MB congregation.

¢/
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delivered to the saints.” They are the cradle of
virile Christianity, the nursery of faith and
prayer and the training camp for true wit-
nesses to Christ.*

& EARLY ATTEMPTS

Two attempts were made to begin a Bible school in Stein-
pach. The first one was in 1931. A public announcement of
plans to begin a Bible school in Steinbach appeared in
September of 1931 in Die Steinbach Post, & local German
weekly newspaper,

Lord willing, a 3-month Bible school is to

begin on November 16 of this year in the

sanctuary of the Mennonite Brethren Church

in Steinbach . . .two teachers will be giving

the instruction: Rev. Jacob W. Reimer and
Rev. Isaac N, Ediger from Winnipeg.*

The newspaper article also made reference to the prevail-
ing need of the times, saying, “It is gratifying to see the
need to delve into the Scriptures is mounting in our na-
tion.”* The reporter then cited proof of that trend by
referring to “the number of Bible schools started in the last
few years.”® In his closing comments, he expressed hope
that the Bible school planned for Steinbach might also find
the grace to meet that need.>!

At this point the venture was very much an MB effort.5? Of
the thirteen students registered for that first class, five
were from the Bruderthaler and eight from the MB congre-
gations. Reimer and Ediger, although of Allianz Gemeindes?
background in Russia, were affiliated with the MBs in
Canada, but a third student/teacher, Henry Fast, came
from the Bruderthaler Gemeinde.

From all appearances the school had a successful and
exciting beginning. That first class was in session from
November 16, 1931 till February 21, 1932.5 Townspeople
were impressed with what the school had produced in a

mere three months. Whereas students ordinarily were
able to express themselves in English and Low German,
they rendered a well-prepared closing program “in a
very good High German.”*® Even so, the school did not
continue.

It is difficult to ascertain the reasons for the closing of
the school. From William Neufeld’s observation the
venture struggled. He suggests, “There was little money,
and although people pushed for it, i.e., the Bible school,
they couldn’'t handle the end-of-year debt, so schools
would even hesitate about next year,”*® In his book
Neufeld adds: “The school discontinued . . . because of
the small enrolment and half-hearted support.”*’

Although the school closed, the interest in Bible study
had not waned. Many young people were seeking train-
ing in Bible but had found it inconvenient or impossible
to participate in full-time studies. To accommodate
them, an arrangement was made whereby Bible exposi-
tions, called “Schrifterklaerungen,” were offered several
nights per week. People who knew Jacob W. Reimer well
say he relished such teaching opportunities, and he
readily offered his services, despite his advanced years.

To cover expenses students in the regular day-classes had
been charged a tuition fee of
five dollars per month. Regular
participants for the evening
sessions were asked to contrib-
ute half that amount. However,
those who found even these fees
too steep were asked to contrib-
ute as they were able. Whoever
could not afford to make any
contribution was still welcome
to attend. A lack of funds was
not to prevent anyone from
participating.

¢

The 1940 graduates included The
firsT Kleine Cemeinde graduare,
Mrs. C.K. Friesen {CENTRE frRONT).
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Not to know what has been transacted in former times Is
to continue always a child. If no use is made of the
Jabors of past ages, the world must remain always in the
infancy of knowledge

—Cicero

s early as 1931, godly men had a vision for a

Bible school in Steinbach. This first effort failed.

However, in 1936 another attempt was made. This
one succeeded and 60 years later Steinbach Bible
college continues as a viable Bible training institution.

The initial leadership for the Bible school came prima-
rily from members of the Steinbach Mennonite Brethren
church. The Kleine Gemeinde was not involved initially.
vet shortly after the founding of the school, the Mennon-
ite Brethren influence waned and the Kleine Gemeinde
influence grew.

The Steinbach Bible School was started by men commit-
ted to the Anabaptist fundamentals of the church.
However, the school was owned and governed not by a
church or group of churches but by interested individu-
als. These individuals joined to form an independent
society. Some years later specific churches owned and
governed the school through a board chosen by these
churches.

This chapter will seek to answer questions such as the
following: Why did the second effort succeed where the
first failed? What were the reasons for the diminishing
Mennonite Brethren influence and increasing Kleine
Gemeinde influence? What caused the change from
individuals owning and governing the school to the
churches taking ownership? How did this change affect
the school governance as well as its theological empha-
sis?

¢+13e

| Chapter Two

This page: Over THe years, The Ladies Aid/Auxiliary assisted
the school with Numerous food pREpPARATION, pAINTING ANd
cleaning projects. Photo: 1968.

Opposite page: Board of Directors, 1947. Seared:
Cerhard Voth, P. J. B. Reimer, Rev. G. S. Rempel, J. T.
LoeweN, Abr. L. Reimer; Standing: P. G. Toews, Ben L.
REIMER.

GOVERNING
THE INSTITUTION
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nonite Brethren (EMB), and a few other participating
groups had supported those evening sessions.® In fact, it
was the growing interest in Bible study that helped
resurrect the Bible school in 1936.

search for Security

The mid 1930s were marked by uncertainty and insecu-
rity. Some people were wary because they had not yet
forgotten the Depression. Others were apprehensive due
to rumors of war. Martha Baerg recalls, “We heard
rumors of war. There was quite some speaking and
preaching of the Lord’s return.”®

The uncertainties caused many to look for a solid anchor
for their lives, Peter 1. B. Reimer notes that men of vision
were aware of the dangers threatening the religious
instruction in the churches.® William Neufeld also makes
reference to the discussions and endtime preaching. He
says, “There was much discussion and preaching on the
Lord’s return. People were seeking after God.”’

Need in Sunday Schools

The need for a Bible training centre was also prompted
by Sunday schools that had been springing up in Stein-
bach churches. Sunday school teachers keenly felt their
inadequacies, especially since public schools were being
staffed by well-trained teachers.? Some young people
were leaving town to get training at other Bible schools.
That was difficult, costly, and hardly an option for the
majority. This need for Sunday school teachers and
difficulty in getting Bible school training elsewhere was
an impetus to start a school in Steinbach.®

Right Timing

The time to start a Bible school was ripe. According to
Rev. John G. and Martha Baerg,

It was the right time——the Holy Spirit
prompted the leadership of that time to help
the young people who did not have enough to
do in the winter months. The immigrants from
Russia were settling down . . .10

But only after “much prayer, careful consideration, and
planning did people courageously and resolutely take
on the task.”?

+* THE STEINBACH BIBLE SCHOOL
SOCIETY

The “Steinbach Bible School Society” was already a
functioning body in 1931. The first public announcement
concerning the opening of a Bible school in 1931 was
made in a Steinbach Post article by C. F. Barkman,
which he signed “On behalf of the Bible School Soci-
ety.”?2 This suggests an ‘organized’ group was taking
responsibility for this new venture.

The Society continued to function even though the Bible
school of 1931 had discontinued. 1t sponsored the
evening Bible expositions given by Rev. Jacob W. Reimer
from 1932-1935. In the process, however, the Mennonite
Brethren program seems to have joined forces with an
interdenominational youth endeavour centred in the
Bruderthaler Church.t

The interdenominational flavour continued. The cover of
the 1944-45 Prospectus?® identifies the school as “. . .an
interdenominational Mennonite School, specializing in
the training of Sunday school teachers and religious
workers.” Over the years, the school’s relationship with
the local churches has gone through various changes.

The First Leaders

In the fall of 1936, members of the Steinbach Bible
School Society?® took the initiative to give the Bible
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Kliewer vice-president, and P. 1. B. Reimer secretary-
treasurer.

How does one account for this discrepancy of having a
society already in operation in January of 1931 and the
formation of a society in the fall of 19382 Was the
secretary in error or was the matter of forming a soci-
ety an ongoing and evolving process? 1t is likely that
the first leaders of the school had already been in the
process of recruiting members for a society and of
drafting constitutional and doctrinal statements, pre-
paring the way for an official organization. Then,
these developments finally came together in a formal
organization, on September 3, 1938. If so, what had
peen in practice for some years, crystallized into an
organized entity in 1938. At any rate the records of
subsequent years continue to affirm that the official
organization of the Steinbach Bible School Society took
place in 1938.%

The Society and Its Members

The society had a rather small but gradually growing
membership. Included were members from the various
churches as well as Bible school instructors. The minutes
of the society’s meetings of this earlier period, even
before the alleged official organization in 1938, regu-
larly listed new members recruited since the previous
meeting.

According to the constitution, the reception of new
members was to take place at the first regular society
meeting after applications had been received. New
members were accepted, however, only if a minimum of
50% of the membership was present.*® That process
continued for several years.

In January of 1937, faculty member J. A. Guenther was
assigned the task of acquiring a car to tour the constitu-

ency in the interest of the school.“® With such efforts, the
membership increased from 40 members in 1940 to 140
by 1944,

Members of the society were encouraged to attend the
regular meetings and to exercise their voting privileges.
The highest number of members at any one meeting
recorded by 1939 was 13. A special provision was made
for married couples. If a married member was unable to
attend a meeting, the spouse could attend and vote for
the one absent, providing the meeting was duly in-
formed in advance.*

After June 1939, members were issued official member-
ship cards and were given the task of recruiting new
members. In the spring of 1938, toward the end of the
second school year, society officers appealed to the
constitution? and initiated a special three-week mem-
bership drive. In response, members put forth a strenu-
ous effort “to boost the roster in a significant way.”*

The school’s operation was dependent on the society.
Members invariably asked for the financial report at the
regular meetings. Not infrequently, they were told, ‘the
cash box is empty’ (“Die Kasse ist leer”). Teachers were
not always assured of their salary, even though they
received only a token amount per month.* The Novem-
ber, 1938 records indicate that remuneration for teach-
ers could not be guaranteed. The school committee
decided to make an initial payment of twenty-five
dollars per month to each teacher and should the in-
come permit, the monthly amount would be raised
accordingly. On such occasions leaders appealed to the
members of the society by requesting further dues.

Early in 1939, attendance at society meetings may have
been mounting for two reasons: (1) the roster of mem-
bers was growing; and (2) the meetings invariably had
the building of a new school on the agenda. The Febru-
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From Bible School Society to College Board

ary 18, 1939 meeting did not only have eleven members
present, but eleven visifors as well. Apparently people
in the community were favorably disposed toward the
building of a Bible school even though they were not
officially members of the society.

The Bond, the official publication of the alumni
association begun in the first quarter of 1954, also
regularly reported the number of new society members,
and continually encouraged members to pay their
dues. In fact, delinquent members were notified that
they “may not get an official invitation to [the] annual
meeting .. .."%

s+ HEADING FOR TRANSITION

There was continued excitement following the construc-
tion of a new school building in 1939.47 Sixteen months
following the dedication, Principal Baerg's report to the
society noted that interest in the school was more evident
outside of Steinbach than /n the village itself.*s The
spacious facilities had motivated leaders to look for more
students. Bursaries attracted other new students.* The
fruits of such efforts were recorded in Baerg’s statistical
report at the annual meeting on March 27,

1942. Statistics for the six-year period, 1936 to

Churches 193642 | 194142 1942 show a decrease in student numbers from
MB 52% 40% Mennonite Brethren churches, but an increase
EMB 16% 19% from other churches.* The chart to the left
Kleine reflects these changes.

Gemeinde 16% 17% The school also experienced growing pains. In
Bergthaler 6% - that same report Principal Baerg admitted that
Holdeman -~ 5% that particular year had been the most trou-
Steinbach blesome of all; it had been hard to maintain a
Mennonite - 5% positive school spirit. He noted that higher
Chortizer - 5% enrolment required more regulations and the
unidentified 0% 9% need for tighter controls on student quarters.

Denominational versus
Interdenominational

As the work of the school continued to expand, the
problem of funding became more acute. There were gifts
from churches, ladies’ aids, young peoples’ groups,
Sunday schools, and individuals. But since it was an
interdenominational school, it was hardly a budgetary
item for any of these groups.

From the outset, Steinbach Bible School has been an
interdenominational school. 1t had been founded by
leaders of the Mennonite Brethren Church but adminis-
tered by an interdenominational society. Within a
decade of its beginning, however, Steinbach church
leaders were leaning toward local denominational
affiliations.

On the one hand, participants in the school understood
the value of denominational loyalties. A denomina-
tional school would have a ready financial support
base, and would also train its leadership within its own
theological tradition. As an EMB student of the 1941
class put it,

All of us realized that we needed a denomi-

national school. If we don’t have a denomi-

national school we have our pastors all

teaching a little shade of difference, and

therefore can easily spawn divisions and

accusations of heresy . . . and I think that

most of these people [teachers] had a hidden

agenda.®

On the other hand, the intention of making it interde-
nominational may not have been equally strong for all
teachers or directors. In the early stages the Mennonite
Brethren thought of the school as “their school.”>? Some
townspeople felt Principal John “Baerg thought it
should be an Mennonite Brethren school.”* But as one
of those early students from the EMB congregation
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explained, even denominational schools appreciate the
support of other local churches to “help them pay for it,
50 you involve them . . . you have to involve them if you
want their money.”s*

when a variety of churches seek to work together, sooner
or later the differences create tensions over doctrine and
practice. One of these issues that resulted in such ten-
sion had to do with the mode of baptism. There was
little difference in other beliefs between the MBs and
the EMBs, yet the former were insistent, in fact, “dog-
matic about the mode of baptism.”** Other churches felt
immersion was not necessarily #se biblical mode and
that even the early Anabaptists had baptized each other
py pouring. After much study on the issue, Kleine
Gemeinde minister Ben D. Reimer concluded, “The EMB,
the Kleine Gemeinde, and the Pentecostals have a ‘lot of
straw. "

Aside from the theological differences, there were also
substantial cultural differences between the Mennonite
Brethren and other Steinbach Mennonites. The MBs,
known as Russlaender, had emigrated from Russia in the
1920s, while the other churches, labelled 'Kanadier’,
were descendents of the 1874-75 migrations to Canada.
Sociologist E. K. Francis describes that tension in the
following way:

The two Mennonite groups were divided by

cultural and class differences. In the eyes of

the native Mennonites, the newcomers

appeared worldly, overbearing and unwilling

to do manual labor. The Russlaender people,

on the other hand, found their benefactors,

on whose good will they were depending,

uncouth, backward, miserly and, above all.

ignorant and uneducated.’”

Such theological and cultural differences were symbol-
ized, if not embodied by the first principal, John G.

Baerg, of Mennonite Brethren background and his Kleine
Geminde successor, Ben D. Reimer.

Tensions between Baerg and a couple of Bruderthaler
leaders were also evident. On the eve of Baerg’s final
year as principal, he is alleged to have strongly chal-
lenged A. D. Penner and J. D. Penner to join the Men-
nonite Brethren congregation instead of forming an-
other new church.’ In view of the existing circum-
stances the two leaders preferred to form another
church, the Emmanuel Mennonite Mission Church in
1943 5°

A few years after the founding of the school, the Men-
nonite Brethren influence waned. Understandably, there
was accompanying pain and the proportion of Mennon-
ite Brethren students in the school decreased.®® The
reputation of the Mennonite Brethren school at Winkler
as well as improved economic conditions®! took an
increasing number of Steinbach Mennonite Brethren
students to Winkler. Similarly, the Bruderthaler
Gemeinde (EMB) started sending its students to Grace
Bible Institute,®?

Self-Perpetuating Board

From the outset the supervision of the institution was
entrusted to the Bible School Committee followed by a
seven-man Board of Directors. Although board minutes
for 1943-53 are missing, there is evidence that this
governance arrangement continued into the 1950s. An
application form in use in 1950 states:

The work and activities of the Steinbach Bible
Academy are supervised by a committee of
eight. Of these, seven directors are elected by
the Bible Academy Society. The society is
composed of Christian men and women who
are interested in the extension of God's
Kingdom and the furtherance of the gospel at
home and abroad.*®
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Some members may not have known what was expected
of them, while others did their very best, but seemed ill
at ease discussing board matters for an academic institu-
tion, They felt they were not qualified to handle matters
of that nature. This need for improving board qualifica-
tions was a long-standing one. William Wilson, Assistant
pirector of the American Association of Bible Colleges, in
a visit to the college in the spring of 1988 took note of
the administration’s attempt to rectify this situation.

In an effort to lessen the possibility of getting

individuals on the board . . . who may not be

well-versed in higher education, the confer-

ences are provided a detailed explanation of

the qualifications desired in a board member,

as well as the responsibilities to be assumed

by the appointee.?

A year later (1989) the board spelled out more clearly
its position regarding absenteeism. 1f a board member
was absent for more than two board meetings in one
year without cause, the chairperson of the board was to
write a letter of concern to the member’s conference or
church, and to the member in question.

The newly structured board met regularly, as often as
twelve times a year. To facilitate its business, the board
in 1963 chose an executive consisting of the three
officers of the board plus two members without portfo-
lio. However, “it was again decided to have the principal
as a member on the Executive.”®® This committee gener-
ally met early on the day of the board meetings to
streamline the agenda for the board meeting. Some
members living at a distance from Steinbach found it
difficult to be present at all meetings. When standing
committees were formed and roles more clearly defined,
the number of meetings per year was reduced. By 1996,
the board was meeting only five times per year.

In order to dispense with business more efficiently the
board created standing committees as the need arose. *

These committees met to study needs and make recom-
mendations to the board.

s SUMMARY

Although Steinbach Bible School always had a State-
ment of Faith, it never subscribed to a narrow theologi-
cal position. The earlier teachers, however, generally
held to a dispensationalist, premillenial view with a
well-defined scheme of end-time events. Those of later
years have generally moved
towards an Anabaptist reading of
Scripture® and frequently towards
an amillenial understanding of
end-time events,

The primary purpose of the new
Bible school under the leadership
of John G. Baerg was to train
Sunday school teachers for the
local churches. Later, under Ben D.
Reimer, students were infused with
a passion for world missions.

A rather significant change was -

the move from a school, owned

and governed by a society composed of interested
individuals to one owned and governed by specific local
churches. This change reflected a growing appreciation
for the centrality of the church in Kingdom ministry.

In the early years of the school, the separate roles of board
and administration were not well defined. The board

frequently dealt with administrative details such as finding
living quarters for students. School personnel, on the other
hand, were given board status, including the right to vote.

Although many far-reaching changes have obviously
taken place, the commitment to the centrality of the Bible
continues to be foundational to Steinbach Bible College.
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Ah, to build, to build/ that is the noblest art of all arts.
—Longfellow

Chapter Three

facilities. Buildings serve obvious basic, utilitarian

needs. They age and deteriorate. Needs change.
student numbers increase. These factors give rise to the
need for replacements, renovations and additions.

Educational institutions are incomplete without

The history of facilities, however, reflects much more
than such practical, mundane truths. Buildings are T
testimonies to social, economic and theological realities
and mark the changing community values of various
historical periods. The history of Steinbach Bible College
facilities is no exception.

Planning and
CREATING

Facilities
Major building projects frequently function as historical
watersheds in the lives of communities. They may draw
communities together and upon completion offer oppor-
tunities for community celebrations.

On the other hand, the need for major decisions in-
volved in building projects offers potential for tensions.
The resulting controversies often surround strong-willed
leaders. Decisions that are made during such crucial
times set long term institutional direction.

The role of the high school department has been second-
ary to that of the college through most of its history.
There has been a gradually developing vision for the
high school as a separate entity with its own purpose
and identity. The two departments are increasingly seen

as two equal partners. The history of the changing This page: Until 1989, both college and high school
relationship between the high school and college is d‘d“?“?’“ shiared 4 siNgle ENTRANCE 10 4 JOINT
somewhat reflected in the various building plans. ACMINISTRATIVE AREA.

Each of these general principles will be illustrated by Opposite page: Constructing the "New school” on
the historical survey in this chapter. The outskirts of Steinbach in 1955.
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school Dedication

pedication ceremonies for the new school took place in

the afternoon of November 26, 1939. It was a “gorgeous
day,”? so people did not mind standing outside the new
school until the official opening, the climax of the dedi-
cation ceremonies.

The service began in the nearby Bruderthaler Church,
packed for the occasion. Guest speaker was Rev. A. H.
Unruh, principal of the Winkler Bible School. Basing his
message on 1 Samuel 3, he impressed on his audience
the significance of a Bible school for their times. Visiting
ministers from various Steinbach churches brought
greetings and best wishes, After listening to two songs
by the school choir, the audience left the Bruderthaler
Church and made its way to the front of the new school.
There the contractor, Abram Brandt, who had replaced
A. L. Reimer, made a few remarks and then handed the
keys over to the president of the society. He promptly
unlocked the doors, and those gathered for the celebra-
tion raised their voices in song and filed into the new
school. After they had quieted, Rev. Jacob W. Reimer
made “a few well-chosen comments” and spoke “a
sincere” dedicatory prayer.?

The school was now ready for use. People were im-
pressed with its three large, bright classrooms, teachers’
room, and 10-foot corridor.?2 The classrooms could
accommodate from 60 to 75 students.?* The evening
classes which had been conducted by Rev. Jacob W.
Reimer in the M. B. Church for the past several years
could now be held in the largest classroom of the Bible
school, Tuition was no longer charged for the evening
classes. Instead, expenses were to be covered by freewill
offerings. No one was to be excluded from these evening
classes due to lack of funds.

Although functional by the fall of 1939, the building had
been completed only as far “as absolutely necessary.”?

The following summer the outside of the building was
completed, except for painting and a few other details.
A concrete basement floor was poured and pews were
built so the basement could serve as an auditorium.
Daily chapels, as well as school functions, such as
annual Christmas programs, fellowship meetings, and
other public gatherings were conducted here. An auction
held “two days before the graduation exercises on
March 30, 1941" netted $100, just enough to finish the
roof,2¢

Facility needs were determined largely by student
enrolment. During the late 40s and early 50s, enrolment
dropped. In 1947, for example, there were 29 students
in day classes, plus another 11 in evening classes for a
total of 40 students. The following year there was a total
of 37 students, and in 1949 the enrolment dipped to 24
day students and 10 evening students. However, that
year the school added a collegiate department enrolling
17 students in Grades 1X and X, for a combined total of
51 students.

Those years were rather discouraging for the school.
Instructors and students were concerned that the school
might have to close again as it had in 1932. Looking
back on those years, alumnus John Martens says that
within the school, the low enrolment had been regarded
as a kind of virus. Rev. Wittenberg apparently referred to
it as “tuberculosis”. However, in the following years,
1952-54 the student enrolment jumped from 35 to 80, a
number already exceeding the maximum for which the
school had been built. Rev. Wittenberg attributed that
reversal to “faithful prayer, diligent witnessing, and a
firm faith.”?

With the increased enrolment, facilities were strained to
the limit. Eighty-nine students registered for the 1954-
55 school year.?® Writing in the yearbook, student Lor-
raine Neufeld recalls:
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This concern was addressed by purchasing the other
ten acre lot from Mr. A. P. Bergman at $500 per acre,
with a down payment of $1,000 and $1,000 every six
months until paid in full. Broader experience and
vision led faculty member Archie Penner to recom-
mend the purchase of this additional land. Penner’s
sojourns at larger American campuses permitted him
to envision what Steinbach Bible Institute might one
day become.4

The Construction

Archie Penner drafted plans for the new school with an
adjoining three-level student residence. He was also
employed as the contractor responsible for turning those
plans into reality.® Work began in May 1955 by drilling
an artesian well t0 a depth of 95 feet and by hauling
gravel. The following month the basement was com-
pleted and further construction began shortly, even
before the architect’s drawings were ready.** Several
prospective students, coming from as far as Gladstone,
Manitoba, worked on the project to earn their tuition.
Many volunteers, working long hours, helped the project
progress quickly. As many as eighty men helped on a
single day.

With such active participation, the spring and summer
of 1955 brought into being a fine-looking, modern, red-
brick building with large classrooms and improved
facilities.** According to Archie Penner, there is no other
local structure employing a similar construction tech-
nique. The building has cavity walls of imported clay
bricks: two tiers joined with metal ties, then filled with
insulation. The bare red bricks were stuccoed years
later,*

During the first month of classes in the fall of 1955, the
noise of pounding hammers and buzzing saws often
interfered with studies. But student John Toews con-

cluded that adjusting to the
noise might “prove a valu-
able experience later on the
mission field.”

The flat roof of the new
building seems to have
been a constant source of
problems. Even before the
dedication ceremonies were
held, the board noted that
“As our roof is not water-
tight it was decided to have
it fixed as soon as weather conditions permit.”+” In the
meantime, the male students were in charge of periodic
snow removal.®

Dedication Day

In preparation for dedication ceremonies students tidied
up the place. Loudspeakers were set up in the class-
rooms where seating for the expected overflow crowd
was arranged. Sunday afternoon, January 8, 1956 six
hundred people attended the ceremonies. Following the
service, students gave guided tours of the facilities, and
in the evening there was an “open house” at which
visitors were served a light lunch.

Featured speakers at the dedication were Don P. Shidler,
president of the Gospel Missionary Union, and Rev. Jacob
H. Friesen, bishop of the Evangelical Mennonite Mission
Church.# Rev. Archie Penner presented a building report
and Principal Ben D. Reimer gave the dedicatory
prayer,’°

Funds were still needed. Although two pledge offerings
were taken on Dedication Day, one in the afternoon and
another one in the evening, a second loan of $10,000
was made at the local Credit Union. Board members
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pedication ceremonies were part of an open-house
weekend October 27-29, 1972. Workers were under
tremendous pressure to get things ready. Celebrations
were to start with a festival of praise at 7:30 Friday
evening, but it was 6:00 p.m. before the electrician had
the lights connected. In spite of unfavorable weather,
200 people attended. But the acoustics were terrible!
one frustrated Alf’s Electric volunteer worked hard all
day Saturday to remedy the situation. By Sunday the
sound was much improved. Saturday afternoon an
estimated 600 young people from various constituent
churches converged in droves on the SBI campus for a
volleyball tournament. Besides enjoying fun and food
they toured the campus and took in the evening ser-
vice.

Rev. Gordon Johnson of the Rio Grande Bible Institute of
Edinburg, Texas challenged an almost full house at the

Sunday afternoon dedication service.®* The Declaration

of Dedication expressed the sentiments of the directors,
faculty, and staff:

The Declaration of Dedication indicated the primary
function of the new building. Soon, however, some felt
there was too much sport and that activities had passed
from recreation to competition. By early 1979, the board
observed that the school was “heavily involved in bas-
ketball tournaments,” whereas, “an earlier policy seem-
ingly stated that SB1 should act as an independent
school and select only a given number of tournaments to
participate in.”%2 The board stressed an intramural
sports program that would foster spiritual, academic,
and moral character,

That assessment may have been made in the light of the
limited recreation opportunities at the school in previous
years. At that time, space for ping-pong and checkers
was available in the maintenance shop.® In addition,
students in the 50s and 60s had participated in year-
round outdoor volleyball and football.

Construction expenses had exceeded estimates. The cost
of the gym had reached approximately $108,000 by the
end of 1972, yet it was considered a “tremendous as-
et.” In fact, it received such good usage by students,
community, and church

groups alike,** it was soon
necessary to set guidelines
for usage and rental fees.

The Music Building

The construction of the
gymnasium was actually
the first phase of a campus

development plan which
anticipated several other
buildings, including a
library building, music
facilities, more dormitories, E
and a maintenance plant. (SJOd*: e
,ifn the nam,e,,
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building near the dormitory.
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people for “music in the churches.” The music faculty
also had that purpose in mind. But administration and
the music faculty differed somewhat on the definition of
‘church music’ which resulted in tension from time to
time.m

The chapel has, however, served the college well for
various aspects of its program. It has served the educa-
tional program as college classroom (1988-1995) and
drama and high school band rehearsal room. As recital
hall, it has housed performances such as annual Christ-
mas and spring concerts, and drama and musical pro-
ductions, not to mention bi-weekly piano and frequent
voice recitals. Additionally, it has been used by constitu-
ency and community, for youth conferences, leadership
seminars, and has been used for periods of time by
newly founded churches.

The Administration/Library Building

As early as 1960 the SBC board engaged an architect to
draft a campus-wide development plan for the next
twenty years. This scheme included dormitories, a
library building, an administration building and eventu-
ally, a separate high school facility. At the same time,
discussions with the American Association of Bible
Colleges (AABC) regarding accreditation for the college
were in process. That dialogue influenced campus
development plans. This brought into focus a new
question. Was it time for a separation of the high school
and college departments, and consequently for building
plans to reflect this separation?

A pressing need, after provision for student housing,
gym and chapel/music facilities had been achieved, was
for a library and classroom. In June 1986, Lee Bartel,
upon return from his sabbatical, was appointed as
Director of Development. He was asked to draft the
college’s AABC Self-Study Report in preparation for

accreditation. Bartel began questioning the wisdom of
raising funds for a library/classroom building and the
plan was revised to provide a library and administrative
offices. Fund raising for this project was done under the
SERVE Project (Steinbach Bible College Expanding &
Renovating with Vision and Efficiency). Plans called for
the full cost to be covered by donations and pledges.
The formula the board accepted was fifty per cent cash
and fifty per cent pledges before beginning the con-
struction.

Sometimes creative means of fund-raising were sug-
gested. One board member even offered to raise money
by swimming accross Lake Winnipeg. The board carried
a motion which encouraged, promoted, and cheered him
on,2 but for various reasons, the project of that board
member—Stan Plett, now

president of SBC—
was canceled, £ ; i L

The construction
of the new administration and li-
brary building was completed in the fall of 1988 just in
time for the new school year. College personnel found it after THE consTRUCTION of The
exciting to move from the cramped library and faeulty college library/adminisTRATION
offices at the north end of the complex into the spacious building.

new facilities at the south end. In fact, many faculty
members were part of the book brigade which trans-
ferred the entire library shelf by shelf from one end of
the complex to the other.

The campus in The early 1990s
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further education. Scores of young people converted
through evangelistic services conducted by men like Ben
D. Reimer, Archie Penner, Ben Friesen and Cornie Loewen,
developed a new focus for their lives and eagerly ac-
cepted the challenge to commit themselves to serve the
Lord. Leaders like Reimer, Penner and Friesen, who were
closely connected to the school, encouraged those newly
committed to the faith to study at Steinbach Bible School.

Due to such practical needs, the high school depart-
ment grew. In subsequent years there was a concern
over the ratio of high school students to Bible school
students.t!

Since the mid-1980s, steps have been taken to further
separate the two departments. Various factors have
prompted this move. As the college moved towards
accreditation, the AABC emphasized the need for greater
separation of the two divisions. Since the high school
has private school status receiving government funding,
finances needed to be kept separate. 1t was also thought
that greater separation would help each division de-
velop its own identity, thereby enhancing its appeal to
potential students. The steps taken towards separation
have not been without emotional struggles, but they
have served both divisions well in that each has gained
its distinctive identity.

Evidence of this increasing separation came on August
1, 1991 when the high school received its own name:
Steinbach Christian High School. There is presently only
one combined weekly chapel, a shared fund-raising
work day sponsored by the combined student councils,
and an all school Christmas banquet, In 1996 each
division began producing its own yearbook, available at
the end of their respective school years.

The Public Relations Department served both the high
school and college divisions till 1995, and the Student
Services Department did so until 1996. Since then the

public relations requirements as well as student sery-
ices have been provided separately by each depart-
ment.

An additional step in the separation process has been
the termination of the high school campus residence
program at the close of the 1995-96 school year.

s SUMMARY

Buildings, of course, do more than meet immediate
practical needs. They reflect the culture of the day. The
various building projects provide insights into changing
constituent values, as well as reflect a changing vision
of ministry and corresponding training needs. The
history of the SBC campus development illustrates that
reality.

The first building in 1939 on First Street reflected a
sense of community and the meeting of basic needs.
Believers from various churches in Steinbach who had
experienced renewal united in lifestyle and purpose.
This was evident especially among the young people to
whom crossing denominational lines was not of great
significance. The society capitalized on this mood by
emphasizing the interdenominational nature of the
school. By 1942 five denominations were represented in
the society and seven in the student body.*2 Some of
the churches however, did not support this ecumenical
spirit.

By the time the new campus was built in 1955, the
same excitement the society had experienced in the
1939 building project was evident but the profile of the
support had changed. The MBs, who initially lent wide-
spread support, drew back. The firm leadership pro-
vided through an MB man, John G. Baerg, gave way to
the dynamic EMC man, Ben D. Reimer, who was known
in circles where neither the MBs nor the EMBs had any
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representation. He provided leadership in relocating the
school to the north end of town.

The EMC influence and support became increasingly
prominent. With time the school was placed into the
hands of three Mennonite conferences and a number of
individual churches. It was the board appointed by
these churches that continued the expansion of the
campus by building the gymnasium, music building,
and most recently, the library/administration building.

The latest building project came fifty years after the
first. The commitment to train church workers for its
mission, and to teach the values of stewardship,
servanthood, and community, have remained strong
through the years.

But other values have changed. The present generation
seems to need more space. It is difficult to understand
how students in the early years coped with the cramped
quarters. Generally speaking, the buildings constructed
today are more sturdy than those built previously and
are peing contracted to specialized sub trades. Some of
these features must be attributed to increasingly strin-
gent building codes as well as better financial support
from the churches, businesses and individuals. Conse-
quently, buildings have also have become more costly.

The construction of the gym portrayed a basic shift in
thinking about recreation. Paul's words to Timothy “for
bodily exercise profiteth little”11* were understood as
recreation having at least limited value. It served a
purpose for physical health. Once the activity exceeded
those limits and became competitive it was regarded by
some as not only a waste of time and a boost to indi-
vidual pride, but as dangerous and counterproductive to
spiritual growth and ministry.

By 1996 recreation had come to be seen as having
holistic value benefiting body, soul, and spirit. Inter-

college competition was generally seen as positive.
Christian athletes are frequently held up as models, yet
a degree of discomfort with highly competitive sport
remains.

But buildings are symbolic as well as functional. The
music building portrays a striving for excellence;
other buildings symbolize a balance in the Christian life.
But all reflect strong faith in God and His cause, as well
as the biblical, cultural values of stewardship, frugality,
vision, hard work, and determination.

The concept for the design of the south side of the
library-administration building was that of the Manitoba
Legislature, focused in a gable in the shape of a triangle
closed at the bottom and supported by pillars. Although
the face of the college building was not completed
exactly as drafted, the design resembled the neo-Roman
architectural style which portrayed academic and col-
lege-like appearance.’s
That, it was hoped, would
reflect a college worthy of
gaining accreditation with
the Accrediting Association
of Bible Colleges.

It is evident that the vision
and dreams of the institu-
tion's leaders were accom-
panied by a practical drive.
Sixty years through strug-
gles and striving, the
leaders of Steinbach Bible
College and constituents
have fashioned a memorial
which in effect says, “Thus
far has the Lord helped us”
(1 Samuel 7:12).
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From Principal To President
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God was doing in their lives.?® Sometimes more than a
hundred made decisions for Christ at a single crusade.
Revival meetings conducted in Rosenort, in spite of some
leadership opposition, had a powerful effect for change
in the community and church. Even Steinbach residents
started attending those services. And in some communi-
ties the one-week campaign was extended to two and
even three weeks. Many of the new converts caught the
evangelist's vision and felt called to the Bible School.

Reimer’s vision and drive, already evident during his
first year at the school, may have made working rela-
tionships during his first year and Principal John G.
Baerg’s last (1943-44) somewhat difficult. Their differ-
ences, particularly concerning the purpose of the school,
polarized students and community along denomina-
tional lines. When Reimer’s interpretations began to be
propagated in the school, some MBs became rather
concerned about the direction in which Reimer was
taking the school. However, Reimer’s involvement in the
institution sparked a new interest for Bible training in
Kleine Gemeinde congregations as well as in other
churches, even west of the Red River.

During Reimer’s 20 years as principal—the longest term
of any of the heads of the school—the school experienced
several significant changes: it began annual missionary
conferences (1947); it added a high school division
(1947}; it re-located to a new campus and built both a
new school (1955) and dormitory (1961); it involved the
student body in outreach ministries like Sunday school
teaching, Daily Vacation Bible School, and evangelistic
services, not only in Southwestern Manitoba, but also in
Southwestern Ontario and Western Saskatchewan; and it
instilled in many students a heart for missions.

Very little can be found in Board records about curricu-
lum revisions during most of Reimer’s time as principal.
This is not to suggest that there were none, for that was

left up to the teachers and may not have been an
agenda item at board meetings. Whatever changes
were made, two things remained: SBI was a mission
school and the main text book was the Bible,

In order to meet student needs, instruction was offered
at two levels. Such complicated instruction affected
both content and teaching method. Level 1 did not
require high school standing; Level 11 did. The courses
and teaching were adjusted accordingly.

Toward the end of Reimer’s tenure, efforts were made to
revise the curriculum. This may have been prompted by
Archie Penner’s counsel while he was in lowa. He urged
faculty, students, and board to define their goals much
more clearly. He asked that an educational philosophy
be formulated and the faculty establish uniform assign-
ment and grading standards. On December 28, 1962
faculty devoted the day to a curriculum workshop at
which three papers were presented and discussed.

Reimer’s successor, Harvey Plett, spoke about this in
1966, before he took office as president.

Many students have been waiting for pro-
posed curriculum revisions. Plans call for a
first stage revision for the coming year. The
aim of the proposed revisions, about which
the faculty have talked and planned for
several years, [italics mine] is to strengthen
our missions emphasis and teaching, deepen
understanding of the Biblical message and
to increase the teaching of valuable study
tools to our students.!

The missionary activity of SBI graduates in many parts
of the globe could be considered as one indicator of the
impact of the Reimer era. In eleven years (1953-64) the
number of SBI graduates and students involved in

missions increased from 34 to 106, or by 311 percent!®

Reimer’s missionary zeal resulted in the founding of the
Western Gospel Mission in 1946. The close link between
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the Bible School and the Mission placed scores of stu-
dents into remote towns and rural areas in discipleship
and church-planting ministries. Numerous localities
today have a gospel witness as a result.

reimer was always “breaking new ground.”** He was
the first Kleine Gemeinde individual to attend Winnipeg
Bible Institute, a non-denominational school, in 1937.
Two years following graduation he was elected a minis-
ter in the Prairie Rose congregation. He started the first
youth ministry among the Kleine Gemeinde in South-
eastern Manitoba. His progressive spirit also led him to
introduce family planning seminars for both men and
women in the 1940s.%* Later, Reimer’s pioneering spirit
led to three years as a missionary in Paraguay.

As an innovator, Reimer, though encouraged by some,
was often criticized by his own colleagues and church
people. He recalled Rev. Henry R. Dueck’s encouraging
counsel when he was first elected to the ministry in
1942. On that occasion Dueck had encouraged him to be
true to God's word to him and not allow opinions of
others to sway him.?’

Reimer cherished that word of counsel. 1t strengthened
his resolve to be true to his call. Evangelism and mis-
sions remained the passion of his life. This permeated
and impacted the entire school. Reimer became a role
model for many who admired his drive, commitment,
charisma and willingness to take risks.

Some saw Reimer as having a “Lone Ranger” approach
to ministry. His aggressive “in your face” style was seen
by some as abrasive. Others admired the practical
emphasis in his teaching and his willingness to model
what he taught. In the months when school was not in
session he frequently took students with him on evange-
listic campaigns. He demonstrated a rugged determina-
tion which inspired students like Marvin Thiessen and
Larry Thiessen in their evangelistic ministry.

At the school, Reimer taught a variety of courses: Synthe-
sis, Romans, Missions, Homiletics, Christian Doctrine,
Personal Work, Bible Introduction and Pedagogy.2®
Gladwin Plett, an alumnus of 1953, remembers,

In tandem with Bible, B. D. Reimer must be

honored for the emphasis he put into the

Personal Work class. Of course we all aspired
to emulate him in this strategic ministry.?

Apparently, Reimer always
intended to continue his
formal studies to keep
abreast of changes and
increasing demands in
education. His brother-in-
law, Rev. Archie Penner, had
taken several years of
graduate training. The
faculty regarded him as “the
learned one,” who served as
a good role model. But,
being the practitioner that
he was, Reimer never did
return to formal studies.

In March 1964 he tendered his resignation from princi-
palship to become effective a year later, but he contin-
ued teaching.?® In February, 1966 Reimer requested a
year's leave of absence.? That summer the EM Confer-
ence sent him on a mission trip to Paraguay.> There
Reimer received notice from the Board that his teaching
services at SBI would no longer be required.>

Eighteen years later, on September 23, 1983, at the
installation of Ben Eidse as president, the board ac-
knowledged the long and faithful service of Ben D.
Reimer. Besides his ministry, two Ben D. Reimer Scholar-
ship Funds of over $8000 were established. The accruing
interest of the endowment continues to provide financial
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A History of Steinbach Bible College

their churches], so we encouraged potential
leaders, especially in the 60s—when most
EMC ministers were still trained at SBl—and
the 70s . .. because at that time Bible
College training was adequate for local
church ministry. Some became church lead-
ers, and some chose other vocations but
became active in the church.

students were prepared for these ministries both
through courses such as Sunday School Administration,
Hermeneutics, Homiletics, Pastoral Theology, and Per-
sonal Work and through involvement in church minis-
tries. The latter included Sunday school teaching, par-
ticularly outreach Sunday schools, and group singing by
men’s quartets and ladies’ trios in as many as sixty
churches annually. Particularly the course on personal
work “got many people witnessing.” In reference to
other changes, Plett notes:

In the 70s most of the students came to study

with a desire to go do some kind of service,

but that has changed. The spirit for service is

not as strong as it used to be. Also, education

is now accepted. At that time, only those who
really wanted to serve came to study.

Another dimension of Plett’s goal was to help the con-
stituency accept the school as their conference school.
He regrets that “that has never totally happened.” He
thinks constituent perception of faculty as “homegrown”
and the school's identification with Anabaptism have
hindered some from fully accepting and supporting the
College. Yet, the churches have always supported the
school financially and have consistently invited faculty
fo speak in their churches.

By his own admission, Plett’s administrative duties
interfered with his inclination towards the classroom.4
And yet, a staff person who worked under his adminis-
tration for many years said,

1 don’t think that I could have
wished to work for a better
man than Harvey. He gave
leadership; he was kind; he
was understanding. Yet he had
ideas, and when he didn’t
agree with me he told me so. . .
. lappreciated that. 1t was a
good experience,*

Within the past decade, Plett’s role at
the College has changed. When Eidse
assumed presidency of the institution
in 1983, Plett remained on staff as
academic dean partially at the urging
of Eidse, but also at the invitation of
the board and in response to his own
perception that this constituted good Anabaptist theology.
Since that time, Plett has spent several years as dean of
students. In 1995, he was appointed head of the newly-
created Counselling Department.

According to Plett, he has remained at the institution for
over thirty years, because, “It's like the children of
Israel . . . when the cloud moves, I'm willing to move.
And 1 haven’t seen the cloud move yet.”*

Interim President (1982-83)

In the year following Plett’s resignation from the leader-
ship of the school, Arden Thiessen served as interim presi-
dent for one year while serving also as academic dean.

Ben Eidse

Eidse accepted Christ at the age of fifteen, and lost no
time in witnessing to his new found faith to siblings and
friends, many of whom he led to the Lord and discipled.
Even at this young age he prepared for Christian service
by memorizing Scripture, taking courses on soul-win-
ning, and by preaching. Ben graduated from Steinbach
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The comments of one long-time employee express what

many others felt.
Working with Ben Fidse was a great experi-
ence. 1 admired him for so many things: his
exemplary life of faith, his positive attitude
and optimism, his steadfast belief in the
power of prayer, his enthusiasm as a teacher
and the keen interest he took in each student,
his inexhaustible energy, and his open door
policy—"he always took time to listen and to
give a word of encouragement and a prayer.>

in the fall of 1995, two years after Eidse’s retirement
from the presidency, he was appointed as the first
chancellor of Steinbach Bible College. As chancellor he
is involved in ministry within the College and to the
constituency. This ministry includes advice and counsel
to the president, strengthening relationships with
present and potential College supporters and in general
representing the College to the constituency.

Interim Administrative Committee (1992-93)

Interim Academic Dean Stan Plett, High School Princi-
pal Cornie Martens, and Business Administrator Ron
Janzen assumed the leadership function of the institu-
tion between the presidencies of Ben Eidse and Stan
Plett. As chairman of the committee, Plett had already
formulated the principles which later guided him in his
presidency.

Stan Plett

Stan Plett assumed the presidency in the summer of
1993, but had been familiar with SBC for many years.
Not only was he a student at the school in the early 60s,
he also taught in both the high school and Bible depart-
ments in the late 60s, and later served on the SBC
board. When he came to the College in 1991, he served
as interim academic dean for two years. During his

second year in that office
he was also chairman of the
Presidential Committee
which administered the
institution while the board
was looking for Ben's
successor as president,
Following that year, Stan
was appointed president, as
of August 1, 1993,

Stan’s vision for the College
developed during his high
school teaching career, a
two-year mission assignment in Belize, and a ten-year
period of pastoring in Rosenort, Manitoba. From this
perspective, he developed a vision for “eroding the
walls that separated the institution from the churches.”
His vision for both the College and the churches in-
cluded a more direct input of resources by the College
into churches. He hoped that by such input, along with
other forms of partnering, the churches would claim a
greater degree of ownership of the College. The churches
needed to see SBC “as not only another option, but as
their school.”

Theologically, Stan’s vision was for a school unasham-
edly Anabaptist. He saw this theological emphasis as
distinctive from the cultural trappings of a narrowly
defined Mennonite mentality. The Anabaptist orientation
too, he thought, would save the school from being seen
as mainstream evangelical on the one hand or exclu-
sively denominational on the other. What is important is
biblical theology, not “man-made” denominational
structures. Plett felt SBC needed a church-oriented
theology, with its emphasis on individual and corporate
life modeled after the life and teaching of Christ.
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Archie Penner

I terms of team coaches, mention should also be made
of Archie Penner. Even though the board approached
nim more than once to take up leadership of the school,
ne decided not to do so. Instead, he chose to exercise his
influence from the sidelines. The board valued his input,
even when he was not directly connected with the
school. But he never left his commitment and fervor in
doubt. Alumni and others who have attended his lec-
tyres can readily visualize him periodically inclining his
head, raising a clenched fist, closing his eyes, grimacing
his face, and spewing out a passionate plea. Although
officially retired, Dr. Penner continues to write and to
offer an occasional short course at SBC.

« OTHER INSTITUTIONAL LEADERSHIP

Administrative Committee

The Administrative Committee, chaired by the president,
serves as the chief internal administrative body at SBC.
It consists of the President, the Academic Dean, the
Dean of Students, the Business Administrator, Commu-
nity Relations & Development Coordinator,® and the
Principal of the high school.%> These are the senior
administrators of the school.

Each of the members of the administrative committee is
responsible to assist the president in implementing
board policies for their respective department. The
committee is accountable to the president who conducts
regular performance reviews with each senior adminis-
frator in the final year of the three-year terms to which
they are appointed.s¢

The constitution, which was rewritten at the time the
Mennonite churches took ownership of the school in the

mid-sixties, called for an administrative committee. But-

TRAINING SERVANT Leaders: A History of Steinbach Bible College

it was not brought into
being until the fall of
1975.97

At the first meeting the
committee clarified its
function. The matters
which had previously been
on the agenda of the
faculty meetings were now
presented first to the
administrative committee
and finally ratified by the
faculty and staff. 1t agreed
that decision-making
would be done on three
different levels: 1) Department; 2) Administrative
Committee; and 3) Staff. In addition, it said that
Each department will work autonomously.
They will be on equal levels. As individual
departments they will work out a budget for
each school year. They will present their
budget to the business manager. The business
manager will then bring it to the administra-

tive committee where it will receive final
approval.ss

The Administrative Committee meets weekly, and the
volume of business it handles has increased consider-
ably over the years. 1t handles all administrative affairs
of the school and streamlines business matters for
faculty and board meetings.

The format and responsibilities of the administrative
committee have basically remained the same, except
that when the public relations office was being restruc-
tured in 1993-94 the office was not represented on the
administrative committee.
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friesen was so effective that his own denomination
asked him to work in the interest of the EMC Extension
committee while he did his PR work for the school. A
one-year arrangement was agreed upon in April 1967
with the EMC paying one-third of his salary.

Doing justice to both roles may not always have been
easy but wherever he went he was free to represent both
EMC and SBC. One of his travels took him to northern
Alberta. When he noticed the large Mennonite commu-
nity in the La Crete area and the opportunities for evan-
gelism, Friesen came home to his church leaders and
said, "We must send some workers up there.”

In response, Menno and Elvina Hamm and Melvin and
Eva Penner, all SBC alumni, moved to La Crete in 1968 to
teach in the public school. Both couples became actively
involved in the Bergthaler Church, which conducted its
services in German. The Penners returned to Manitoba in
1971. Since there was a significant English-speaking
segment in the community which was not being minis-
tered to, the EMC sent Elmer and Lena Hamm (a brother
to Menno) and their family to La Crete in 1973 to begin a
church work in the English language. That EMC congre-
gation has grown to 236 members.®2 Menno Hamm taught
in the community for nineteen years, also serving the
church, first as deacon and later as lay minister and
Elmer Hamm pastored the church for ten years.

Ben Friesen continued in this dual role until he termi-
nated his ministry with SBI in 1973. The yearbook was
dedicated to him with this note:

During this time he held the positions of
Public Relations Manager, Christian Service
Director, as well as Dean of Students the last
two years. Many enjoyable youth conferences,
deputation group tours and the wide publicity
of our school can be accredited to his efforts.®

In June of 1974 the SBI Board found itself again at the
crossroads.

Either we engage a FT
[full-time] man and in-
crease our activity and
enlarge what we have done
or cut back and work PR on
a limited scale with the
present staff. The reason
for this either/or is because
it seems we have run our
present pattern long
enough for its effective-
ness. Also economically this
matter requires one or the other.™

Henry Hiebert

For the next five years the Public Relations responsibili-
ties were divided among several people until Henry
Hiebert was appointed full-time to the position in Au-
qust, 1979.

Hiebert attempted to restructure the PR department
according to AABC standards. In his proposal to the
board, he emphasized both the formal and informal
aspects that go with the office. His proposal was ac-
cepted with some modifications and explanations.
Hiebert served in that capacity for four years (1979-83).

LeeRoy Bartel

Following Hiebert’s stint, the board judged the PR
position not to be a full-time job. Consequently, re-
sponsibilities were again shared by several faculty
members. Rev. D.K. Friesen, who joined the team as
Business Manager in 1971, took over stewardship and
fund-raising, LeeRoy Bartel was assigned publication
and advertising, Gerald Loewen gave leadership o
deputational work, and Harvey Plett handled alumni
relations.

When the College enrolment dipped in 1986, the Board
suggested that three areas needed “strong attention,”
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“yistory Is constantly repeating itself, making only such
changes of program as the growth of nations and centu-

ries requires.” ‘
—Garfield

hroughout its sixty-year history Steinbach Bible

College (SBC) has been “offering a program of

Bible as its core and the training of Christian
church workers as its purpose.” This changeless foun-
dation has, however, seen many changes in application.
This combination of “staying the same” and “readiness
to change” creates ongoing tension.

curricular changes dot the historical landscape of SBC.
The first Bible School Committee recognized very soon
the need for revising and strengthening its educational
program.

On a few occasions the course revisions accompanied a
school name change.? In 1947, when a high school
department was added, the German name Die Steinbach
~ Bibelschule® became Steinbach Bible Academy. This
name was chosen to reflect the two departments. In

| 1953 the school, to be consistent with other similar

|- schools, was renamed Steinbach Bible Institute.

On July 1, 1979 another name change followed curricu-
lar changes. In the wake of curricular revisions in 1977,
in preparation for granting degrees in 1978, the name
was changed from “Institute” to “College.”

Although curricular revisions were made continuously
over the sixty year period, they were pronounced at
particular historical junctures of the school. These
significant revisions will be traced in this chapter.

As a college, SBC is committed to academic excellence.
Curricular changes made in pursuit of such excellence
involve among other things, a modern, well-stocked
!ibrary, qualified professors, and academic respectabil-
1ty granted by other colleges and agencies. At SBC this
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gifts on the other.

pursuit has been closely
related to the long and rocky
road to accreditation by the
Accrediting Association of
Bible Colleges (AABC).*

As a school rooted in an
Anabaptist heritage, SBC has
always been committed to
practical Christianity. Any
focus on doctrines, creeds or
theological reflection unre-
lated to practical ministry
reflects a fragmented gospel.
Practical ministry at SBC
includes, among other things,
music, drama and missions.

Academic excellence and practical Christianity have
occasionally been seen to be in conflict. Steinbach Bible
College, however, has embraced both. Doctrinal purity
and academic excellence on the one hand is balanced
by the development and exercise of practical ministry

o ACADEMICS - CURRICULUM

When objectives of SBI were set by the founders of the
school,5 and later were reaffirmed and reinterpreted,®
two fundamentals were emphasized: SBI was a mission’
school and the Bible was to be the main textbook.® That
dual emphasis determined the framework for the origi-
nal curriculum and the subsequent revisions.

Evangelical Teacher Training Association (ETTA)

The educational focus in the early years had a three-fold
purpose: to introduce young people to the Scriptures, to

ground them in the faith, and to equip them for service
in their local churches.® Special emphasis, however, was
given to building Christian character and preparing
Sunday school teachers.*®

In the 1930s Sunday schools were relatively new in
the churches and school districts in the Steinbach
area. Introducing them into some locales was not
without frustrations and difficulties.* This was {rue on
both sides of the Red River (West Reserve and East
Reserve}.

After only one year of operation, officers of the Bible
School Society requested that the school become a
member of the Evangelical Teacher Training Association
(ETTA) “as soon as possible.”*? ETTA-approved educa-
tion, it was argued, would help equip teachers for
sunday schools. Six months after the application was
made, a letter dated December 14, 1937, informed the
school of its acceptance as a member of the Associa-
tion.!® After this the Society continually reminded the
constituency that the school had membership in the
ETTA. This membership was a big help for a small
school, since the Association already had developed a
three-year curriculum.

ETTA membership also brought with it a familial affili-
ation with other evangelical educators. When the
school was notified that the New Jersey Bible Training
School in Camden, New Jersey had also become a
member, John Guenther was asked to acknowledge the
card as well as to wish the New Jersey school God's
blessing.t

As an active member of the Association, the Steinbach
Bible School was expected to follow ETTA's three-year
curriculum. Each year’s program had its own focus but
complemented those of other years. The preliminary
first year Certificate Program was designed for lay
leadership training in local churches. It consisted of six
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and flexibility. Some saw this as setting the stage for a
full college program.>s

puring the winter of 1975 the faculty presented a request

to the board that the Bible Institute be upgraded to

college status. The board appointed a Status Committee to

undertake a study “of the complete status” of the Bible
department.« This four-man committee, composed of D.

1, Gerbrandt from the EMMC, Peter Broesky from the CMC,

Allan Friesen from the Board of Directors and EMC, and
Harvey Plett from SBI, began its work in November 1975.

The SB1 Board met on June 17, 1976 to consider the
following recommendation of the Study Committee:

It is recommended that the SBI retain its
present campus site, a diploma program, its
biblical Anabaptist orientation,* and its high
school sector. In addition, it is recommended
that the SB1 Bible department shorten its year
to the regular Canadian Bible college or
university year, and develop a 2-year di-
ploma program, a 3-year General Bible
degree program, and an in-depth 4-year
Bachelor of Theology program. The fourth
year is to emphasize seminars and
practicums in the student’s major field.*

The 2-year diploma program was designed for students
who wanted to study for personal enrichment or for
more effective service as lay people. The 3-year BRS
program was intended to serve as a foundation for
further training, and the four-year degree program to
prepare students for specific church ministries.

This recommendation was forwarded to the churches for

consideration. Responses from the various churches were

returned by the October 1976 board meeting. The Evan-
gelical Mennonite (EMC), Chortitzer Mennonite (CMC)
and Evangelical Mennonite Mission (EMMC) conferences
were all in favor, as were the Steinbach Evangelical
Mennonite Brethren (EMB), Morris EMB and Steinbach

Bergthaler churches.*® Though some churches had not
responded, the support of those who did, was accepted
as an affirmation of the recommendation.

The faculty promptly moved into action. On January 20,
1977, the Dean of the Bible department, Ben Hoeppner,
presented to the Board a program of studies together
with the philosophy and objectives of the school.#
Philosophically, it was an upgrading process. Faculty
was concerned that high
school graduates would be
academically challenged
and stretched. Courses such
as Archeology and Biblical
Languages were added to
strengthen the Theology
and Missions departments.
The overall college pro-
gram, however, was to
remain biblically sound.*

In subsequent discussions,
board members recognized
that changing the status of
the school entailed a few pre-requisites. It would neces-
sitate changes in facilities, academic entrance require-
ments and length of school year. It would also require
an adequate library. Students would need senfor ma-
triculation or mature standing as a basic entrance
requirement. The new college school year would run
from September to the end of April, divided into semes-
ters of fourteen weeks each, with a two-week
intersession between the two semesters. By April of
1977, the college catalogue containing the new program
was at the printers.

In his annual report to the board that spring, President
Harvey Plett acknowledged, however, that the program
was an expansion rather than a change. SBI had offered
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of introducing graduate programs for professionals,*® and
AABC recommended that a concentrated one-year pro-
gram was fo be included with the curricular revision.®

In June 1987 President Eidse expressed to the board a
readiness to revise the curriculum.® In March 1988 the
Academic Affairs Committee proposed to the board that
missions, Christian education, and the pastoral training
program be placed in separate tracks under the umbrella
of a church Ministries major. This curriculum revision
reflected the school’s theological commitment to the
centrality of the church. It also eliminated “unwarranted
program distinctions”.® Included in this proposal was a
General Studies major providing emphases in biblical
studies, pre-seminary training, or general studies.®

The core of Bible/Theology courses were identical within
both majors.® The new curriculum was implemented in
the fall of 1989.% Academic Dean, Jack Heppner, con-
sidered it to be “a major new phenomenon—the best
curriculum possible given our circumstances”.

Recent Developments

To meet AABC requirements, the College was required to
complete a follow-up self-study by the fall of 1996, five
years after receiving full accreditation.

The revisions to curriculum made since SBC gained full
accreditation in 1991 include, in addition to individual
course changes, the addition of three new tracks in the
Church Ministries major: Youth Ministries, Counselling
and Church Planting.

This revision was made possible by reducing core re-
quirements to give students more elective options.

After studying AABC standards, the University of Mani-
toba decided in 1992 to extend credit transfer privileges
for U of M approved courses to AABC schools.

* ANABAPTIST STUDIES

SBC has recently established a Center for Anabaptist
Studies offering selected graduate courses in that field
of study. This was partly in response to requests from
the leaders of constituent conferences and churches. 1t
was sensed that the commitment to evangelical
Anabaptism was gradually being eroded. Many minis-
ters have studied in non-Anabaptist schools, and fre-
quently find little incentive to teach or emphasize
Anabaptist distinctives.

The College was seen to be in a unique position to meet
that need. The courses, offered at a graduate level, are
not part of the College curriculum, but are designed for
students who already have their undergraduate degree.

The program has two tracks. Track One provides an
intensive one or two-week session at the Center, The
plan was to offer select courses and not a complete
graduate program. Credit transfer arrangements were
negotiatied with other graduate schools, Students
enrolled in those institutions could take these courses as
part of their complete program of studies. Five such
courses have been offered since May, 1993.
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the directors. The selection of music with educational
merit, challenging to the group and acceptable for
performances in constituent churches was no easy task.

vocal ensembles fared better. Duets, trios, quartets and
mixed ensembles of various sizes often formed sponta-
neously. Faculty also encouraged the formation of such
groups for ministry, outreach and recruitment. In 1963
the school had nine such groups.

The Chorale faced other complications. On the one hand,

small churches found it difficult or impossible to host
such a large group. There were meals to prepare and
overnight billeting needs. Consequently, the larger
churches benefited most from the Chorale performances.
The ensembles, on the other hand, were accommodated
more easily, but the pressure to form such groups some-
times resulted in performances of lesser quality.

public Relations Director, Ben Friesen, recalls the tension
that existed between him and the music department. As
the PR director, he was concerned about getting into the
churches with singing groups soon after the beginning of
fall classes. But Music Director Bill Derksen was, in
Friesen’s opinion, a “very precise music teacher.” He
claimed that the groups “were not yet ready to perform.”®

Friesen gained a new appreciation, however, for Derk-
sen’s concern when he and a ladies trio from the school
visited the Baptist church in Ashern. For some reason the
trio had great difficulty with their songs that evening.
But the real embarrassment came after the service when
a trio from that church had an after-service practice. The
quality of that trio’s singing far outshone the school’s
trio. Friesen realized that as representatives of the school
they had to pay more attention to performance quality.

The music program at SBI has inspired several gifted
;tudents who have continued with further music studies
in other institutions. Others joined community choirs that

handled challenging pieces of music, by
composers such as Bach, Shubert, Schuetz,
and Handel. The Sacred Music Society
directed by George Dugard, and commu-
nity choirs directed by Henry Hiebert and
Bill Derksen welcomed SBC students to join
their organizations, even though these
were not a part of the SBC program.

Degree Program & Music
Building

LeeRoy Bartel had just graduated from the
School of Music at Brandon University in
1975 when he was hired to head up the
SBI Music Department. Bill Derksen, while
on tour with the choir in Brandon, had
challenged him to come to the SB1. That encounter
convinced Bartel to accept the offer. He held the position
for ten years.

His first part-time responsibilities, with two other part-time
teachers in the SB1 Music Department, soon became
full-time. In his second year (1976-77) he was instrumen-
tal in bringing to the school other qualified music person-
nel such as Gary and Dorothy Froese. The three worked
together efficiently in articulating a philosophy of music
and putting the courses in place. The 4-year Church Music
degree program was ready when SBI offered its first
college-level courses in 1977.

For Bartel, the designing and construction of the
music-chapel building in 1977 was a significant
achievement. Following the dedication of that building
on February 19, 1978, Bartel brought quality music
performances to SBC by accomplished musicians such as
pianist Jon Gonder and soloists like Merill Womach, Kim
Wickes, and Sonya Machnik.

Following these successes, the music department fell on
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[were] Sunday school teachers.”®s George Unger also
mentions evening services conducted on a b-weekly
basis in school districts like Chortitz, Hochstadt, Ekron,
and Willowridge where “the gospel story in song, recita-
tion, and word” were presented. Other students were
courageous enough to make house visitations in Stein-
bach on a regular basis.

For several years the students and faculty conducted a
Practical Hour during the noon hour each Wednesday.
This played a vital part in preparing the students for
ministry. After 1947, when the high school became a
part of Steinbach Bible Academy, the entire student
body was divided into five groups which performed by
turn. During this hour students gained confidence to
speak in front of a group; something they needed when
going out on ministry assignments. This practice contin-
ued until the mid-sixties. For many students 7he Practi-
cal Hour helped remove inhibitions of performing before
a mixed audience.

There were ministries in which students served with
school instructors. Jake K. Bartel enjoyed doing col-
portage work selling Bibles and Christian books under
the auspices of the Western Gospel Mission. Evangelistic
services were brought to the Manitoba Home for Girls in
Winnipeg. Every two weeks several ladies accompanied
Rev. Ben D. Reimer to the home. He would either preach
a message or show a film or slides and the ladies served
with music.*® Others found a ministry working under MCC
in the Brandon Hospital for Mental Diseases.!® A singing
group accompanied Archie Penner on biweekly evange-
listic services to Pine Falls and Seven Sisters Falls.

Such ministry fervor continued well into the 70s. Accord-
ing to the 1969-70 Report to the Constituent Churches,
The school continues to emphasize missions

and Christian service. During the school year
we have visited 75 churches. Students were

A History of Steinbach Bible College

engaged in assignments such as tract work,
house visitation, candy striping, editing a
youth paper, patterning,®? Union Gospel
Mission, [and] institutional singing in places
like the Ste. Anne Hospital, 102

Students took on more and
more responsibilities, includ-
ing the preaching on the
Chorale programs. The
Kindale School for the handi-
capped requested students to
assist in a Physical Education
program, and plans were
underway to develop an
outreach to youth in Stein-
bach.'® Beside the calls for
conducting Sunday schools
and Good News Clubs, Practi-
cal Work included the unique
ministry of teaching a
nine-year-old boy to crawl.1%

In order to meet AABC
requirements the Christian
Service program underwent
a major revision in the late
1980s. The AABC Evaluation
Team came to SBC in April
1987. The team pointed out
deficiencies in the educa-
tional component of outreach
ministries. It noted that
there was no counseling or

supervision by the departments. Nor was there any
planned correlation between field work and course work.
Assignments were determined largely by and changed at
the will of the student. Some students did the same
service assignment every semester regardless of how
long they were enrolled. Furthermore, the records for
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of books to the amount of $§600 for the 1960-61 year and
$500 per year thereafter !

But increasing the library holdings brought to the
surface other problems. One was lack of space. With
enrolment nearing 200 in 1960-61, the library was very
crowded.**? This left little room for additional stacks. At
one point the Building Committee had recommended
adding a third story to the north wing of the main
building, but that never materialized.

The increase in the number of books also required that
they be catalogued and that the filing system be kept up
to date. That called for many additional hours of work.

Until 1954, students were appointed to library duties, '3
Archie Penner was anxious to see the library expanded
and organized, so in 1954 he introduced a new faculty
member, Ben Hoeppner, to library work.?4

In 1961 Hoeppner was placed in charge of the library
and served in that capacity for six years. Library expan-
sion required continual effort. The board noted that new
books had not been added to the library as planned.**®
Thus money for additional books was now budgeted.®

Hoeppner closely monitored the library expansion
progress. In his October 1963 report to the staff and
board he suggested a goal of 5,000 books. At the end of
the 1963-64 school year Hoeppner again reminded the
Board, “In view of the fact that the board has passed the
recommendation of taking immediate preliminary steps
toward affiliation and accreditation with AABC, the
5,000 volume objective is essential.”?” At that point the
library held about 3,000 books and about 200 new
books were purchased per year. He asked that the
number of purchases be increased.

The improvement was slow but consistent. By the time of
the 1965-66 Annual Report, the library had 4,416 books
processed according to the Dewey Decimal System. In

the following year the school received an unexpected
gift of 200-300 books, primarily in the field of
Anabaptist history, from the estate of the late K. J. B.
Reimer. President Harvey Plett could then announce that
the school had reached its goal of 5,000 books, and that
the school was “now ready to study more closely affilia-
tion with AABC,”2*¢ since it had met the objective for
library acquisitions.

There was always both a push and a pull in the plans for
library expansion. The push came from the AABC; the
pull came from the administration who were concerned
about other needs. In February 1990, the accrediting
association told the College it needed to add $30,000
worth of books in the following three years. Fund-raising
banquets were held in several centres during those three
years, with the proceeds going towards the purchase of
libary books. In addition to requiring a certain number of
holdings, AABC stipulated that the librarian be profes-
sionally trained and be granted college faculty status.

The First Full-Time Qualified Librarian

Succeeding Ben Hoeppner as librarian were other fac-
ulty members Neil Friesen (1967-71)'*° and LeRoy
Barkman (1976-78). Myrna Friesen, however, was the
first to meet AABC requirements, holding a degree in
Library Science.

Myrna first came to SBC in 1969 as a high school teacher
and office worker. In 1973 she began working part-time as
librarian, continuing until 1976. A study leave in 1976
allowed her to complete her B.A. degree from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba and her BRS degree from Mennonite
Brethren Bible College. Returning in 1978 she again served
as part-time high school teacher and part-time librarian.
She was appointed full-time librarian in 1984. The follow-
ing year she completed her Master of Library Science
(MLS) degree.
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Expansion

In order to meet accreditation requirements, the library set
a goal of 20,000 volumes. 1t has grown well beyond that
goal and has a circulation of 10,255 per year. Besides
serving students, faculty, and staff of both the College and
High School, borrowing privileges are extended to alumni
and members of the surrounding communities.

In addition to the collection of books, the library sub-
scribes to 162 college-level periodicals, the majority of
which support the college program offerings. A special
room is designed for the storage of audio-visual equip-
ment and materials.

The library is gradually being computerized, utilizing a
computer with CD ROM drive. [n 1992 the library pro-
vided computer access to the holdings of the University
of Manitoba, the University of Winnipeg and St. Boniface
College. Barcoding all library volumes and automating
circulation is the next step in library computerization.

The library carries large collections of music with a
specialty in ethnomusicology, and in Anabaptist/Men-
nonite studies. The latter section contains a special
collection of family genealogies.

& ACCREDITATION

The decision to pursue accreditation with AABC and the
process entailed has consumed much time and energy.
some faculty members with graduate studies experience
were aware of the benefits of accreditation. The church
constituency, on the other hand, was largely unfamiliar
with the concept and was therefore apprehensive of its
effect.

Ben Hoeppner pointed out that to gain accreditation
with the American Association of Bible Colleges (AABC),
the school must be Bible-centered, sound in educational

practices, and have an eight-month school year.2
standards also applied to the way in which the school
nandled its business affairs, especially finances, student
services, and relations with the constituency.**!

The accreditation process consists of three stages:
applicant status, candidate status, and fully-accredited
status. For each stage the school is required to complete
a self-study.

Pilgrimage Towards Accreditation

The first steps to academic credibility had been taken in
1937 when Steinbach Bible School applied for member-
ship in the Evangelical Teacher Training Association
(ETTA), ah organization founded in 1930 “to strengthen
and advance evangelical Christian education.”™? At the
time, ETTA was the preferred unofficial accrediting
association for North American Bible schools. Accept-
ance as a member school required the institution to
offer the specified courses for its three-year diploma
program.

Academic credibility was further enhanced in 1947
when the Steinbach Bible School added the high school
department. Senior matriculation became an entrance
requirement for the school’s college division in 1977.
The academic level of Bible school instruction increased
as the qualifications of incoming students increased.

As early as 1962-63, SBI entertained the idea of becoming
a member of the American Association of Bible Colleges
(AABC). In one of the three papers presented to the Board
and the faculty at a curriculum workshop at the school,
Ben Hoeppner outlined the pros and cons of accredita-
tion.12® Ten months later the Board agreed that Ben D.
Reimer and Ben Hoeppner should alternately attend AABC
meetings in Chicago.'?* Further interest was shown in
continuing correspondence with AABC. The association

¢+ 90




TRAINING SERVANT LEAadErs: A History of Steinbach Bible College

suggested that SBI start a self-examination system.

Apprehension and a note of caution accompanied this
process. Ben D. Reimer suggested that a thorough study
be undertaken before pursuing accreditation, and
recommended that Frank C. Peters of the Mennonite
Brethren Bible College be consulted for more informa-
tion. Archie Penner, who was in lowa at the time, was
asked to attend the AABC conference in Chicago. He
responded that “accreditation should be actively and
immediately sought.”'25> Penner suggested that Harvey
Plett, Ben Friesen, and another man undertake the
institutional self-study.

Six months later, however, Archie Penner raised serious
questions about college status for SBI. Again he wrote
the school with these questions,

Will our churches be permitted to move ahead
to the college level with our institute? Will the
constituency we serve be able to bear the cost
of college level training? Will it be to the best
interest of our missionary programs of confer-
ences involved? Could we set up a joint
program with one of the colleges in Winnipeg
(MBBC)? If we did, would the MBs swallow up
our institute?12

The Board agreed to explore the possibility of a joint
program with MBBC. This was done and in December of
1967 a proposed agreement between MBBC and SBI was
formalized. It stated that MBBC would give students
graduating from SB1's three-year program two full years
of credit. This made it possible for a student to earn a
BRE degree in one year or a BTh in two.?7

The road leading towards accreditation with AABC was a
rough one. Even though the Board had appointed a
Self-Study Committee, there were weighty issues it did
not feel capable of handling. The board therefore invited
advice, criticism, help, and above all, prayers. 1t asked
Archie Penner to give guidance, but through subsequent

conversations with him, the process was dampened.
Accordingly, the chairman of the Presidential Committee
reported to the board in January 1966 that

The conversations with Mr. Archie Penner took

the enthusiasm out of the self-study. We are,

however, continuing and interest has been
revived somewhat.12

Efforts toward accreditation continued. When
the library reached the stipulated number of
5000 volumes later that year, President Harvey
Plett stated the school was ready “to study more
closely affiliation with AABC” and “to complete
the self-study” begun a year earlier.12

But the matter of accreditation received a
lower profile for several years. In its place the
matter of upgrading from an institute to a
college took priority. Following his return from
the 1977 AABC meeting in Chicago, Harvey
Plett told the board, “As soon as we meet the
requirements we will apply for accredita-
tion.”1* The constituency was consulted and
there was strong support for moving toward
college status. In January, 1979, almost two years later,
the board decided to proceed with the accreditation.
That involved a change in programs which took effect
that same year,

Dr. Foster from AABC visited the school in June, 1979. He
expressed several concerns regarding the school’s
accreditation. There was the need for: 1) separation of
high school and college; 2) steady and increased enrol-
ment; 3) continuity in faculty and administration; 4)
evidence of consistent constituency support; 5) clearly
defined role of the music department; 6) reducing the
large number of diploma students who did not have full
high school standing; 7) reducing the heavy work load
of the Academic Dean; 8) the [ibrarian to have training
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and faculty standing; 9) growth in library holdings, with
special attention to college-level content.’!

The College now had quite the agenda to work on! In
November, 1979 it was granted applicant status to
begin its first self-study and head for the next stage. In
January 1981 the self-study was still very much in
progress, and it was expected to be completed within
six months. However, after Dr. Mostert made a campus
visit on May 28 and reviewed the status and the
self-study, the application was suspended. The
self-study had not been completed within the given
time frame and the College had too many other crucial
matters® that required attention. The whole process
reverted back to square one, although the work already
done would still stand the college in good stead. This is
how the two years (1979-82) looked to an officer of the
AABC:

During that time the college had significant

administrative instability and experienced

several years of financial decline in that

there was a current operating deficit of

$142,000. . little if any progress had been

made toward a self-study evaluation to meet

AABC requirement for submission of an

acceptable self-study three years following

the granting of applicant status.™

In spite of discouragements, the College did not give up.

Ben Fidse, the new president, made concerted efforts to
see the accreditation process through to completion.
AABC representatives made regular annual visits to the
campus to encourage and assist with the process. The
College obtained Applicant Status again in the fall of
1984.

Moving Toward Candidate Status

In the process, however, other deficiencies cropped up.
For instance, the College did not have a physical educa-

tion program headed by a trained physical education
instructor. AABC also did not approve having staff ang
board members on the same committees. Nor could it
understand why the SBC Board met so often. The consti-
tution needed to state specifically that the president of
the College could not be chairman of the board.»*
curriculum shortcomings constituted another hurdle.
AABC standards called for three major divisions in Bible
education: Bible/Theology, Ministerial/Professional, and
General Education (liberal arts courses). 1t also sug-
gested four committees: Academic Affairs, Student
Affairs, Library, and Christian Service.™*

With persistent efforts these obstacles were overcome.
The various committees submitted their findings and
recommendations to the self-study editor, LeeRoy Bartel,
who was assigned to prepare the final draft. By the fall
of 1987 he finished A College Looks Forward, the draft of
SBC’s first completed self-study. This document received
a high rating by the accrediting association, which used
it as a model for other institutions involved in the ac-
creditation process. The AABC had no difficulty, there-
fore, in granting the school Candidate Status, the second
stage in the accreditation process.

Toward Accredited Status

meanwhile, the College was pursuing affiliation with
other associations designed to improve the college
program and accountability. In February 1968 the Col-
lege became a charter member of the Association of
canadian Bible Colleges (ACBC). This association is not
an accrediting body, but a fraternity of Canadian Bible
colleges which meet annually for fellowship and profes-
sional development. In November 1985 the administra-
tion applied for the seal of the Canadian Council of
Christian Charities (CCCC). Bearing the Council seal is a
sign of good stewardship and sound financial manage-
ment. 1t indicates that the school complies with estab-
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lished standards and keeps up to date with government
and accounting regulations. At the same time negotia-
tions were carried on with Brandon, Waterloo, and Winni-
peg universities to seek transfer of credit privileges.

Obtaining Candidate Status with high commendation from
AABC encouraged SBC faculty to press on toward the final
stage of full accreditation. Its energies focused on carry-
ing out the recommendations outlined in the self-study.
Five task forces were appointed to evaluate the different
areas of the College’s operations. The chairpersons of
these five task forces, together with the president, aca-
demic dean, registrar and business administrator consti-
tuted the Steering Committee which was set up to direct
this ongoing project. By the fall of 1990, the final report
In Pursuit of Excellence drafted by Jack Heppner was on
its way to AABC headquarters in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

AABC sent a five-man team to conduct an on-site cam-
pus assessment in April, 1991. On October 31 of that
year President Ben Eidse and Academic Dean Jack
Heppner, who was on a one-year missions leave with the
EMMC in Bolivia, attended the annual AABC meeting in
Indianapolis, Indiana to receive the news that Steinbach
Bible College had been granted full accreditation status
with the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges.

The accreditation process itself was a positive develop-
ment. It helped to sharpen vision, weed out inefficiencies,
and widen the scope of courses offered at the college.136

< SUMMARY

What does reflection on sixty years of curricular changes
at SBC reveal? Underlying all the changes there has
been consistency with the original mandate: the Bible
is the central textbook used to train men and women as

servant leaders for church ministry. This continues to be

the central goal.

The initial English/German dilemma was almost com-
pletely resolved in the first ten years of SBC history.

There was a move from a generic evangelical curriculum
initially offered by ETTA to one that reflects more spe-
cifically the evangelical Anabaptist perspectives of the
SBC constituency. The ETTA curriculum offered at SBC
was identical to the curriculum offered in a vast number
of North American Bible institutes.

The preoccupation with standards of excellence and with
the public recognition of such standards has been
closely associated with the pursuit of AABC accredita-
tion. This was achieved in 1991. This process consumed
much energy and left many questions. Was the associa-
tion dictating not only standards but program content?
Was AABC a glorified ETTA and was SBC becoming an
“AABC franchise”? Was it worth the cost? Today, how-
ever, both the process involved in achieving accredita-
tion, as well as the product that has emerged, is gener-
ally seen as positive. It is widely agreed that church

~ leaders require training at an established and recog-

nized university level,

The SBC Anabaptist tradition is rooted in practical
ministry. What is the place of practical ministry at a
Bible college pursuing academic excellence? This has
been an ongoing question. It is increasingly recognized
that academic excellence, especially in matters pertain-
ing to ministry, requires a practical component. The
practical component in turn requires a sound theoretical
base. Curricular changes have pursued a healthy inte-
gration of practice and theory.

Finally, there was a change of focus from training Sun-
day school teachers to training for missions. This has
been broadened to training for various aspects of minis-
try. The many changes all seek to implement the original
mandate: a combination of change and stability, which
it is hoped, will continue.
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“Wwhat wonderful things are events/ The least are of
greater importance than the most sublime and compre-
pensive speculations,”

—Beaconstield.

here was that memorable missionary

conference sponsored by SBC. Two

missionaries, Mr, Larson and Mr. Pierson,
spoke about the need for missionaries
abroad. There was what seemed like an
irresistible tug on my heart. 1 knew God was
speaking to me, and [ dedicated my life to
him for foreign mission service. . . .1 was the
only student who had completed Grade XIi, so
it was natural that 1 should be elected for
leadership position. The first year 1 was
assistant editor of the yearbook. Next year |
was president of the student council and
editor of the yearbook. In High School I had
been a nobody, After all, 1 was just an un-
known redneck from the other side of the Red
River. I had never been elected into any
committees. 1 didn't know 1 had any leader-
ship abilities. This opportunity to recognize
and develop my gifts 1 believe was one of the
biggest contributions of SBC to my life.!

Such is the personal testimony of Ben Eidse, former
president and present chancellor of SBC. He and John
Knight, 1990 College graduate, point to the impact that
out-of-classroom ministry and learning experiences left
upon them. John remembers:

For about two weeks prior to the Day of
Prayer 1 was going through a struggle feeling
that I had perhaps overloaded myself with
courses this semester, Through the messages |
heard on the Day of Prayer, plus my personal
devotions, 1 came to the realization that
untess I humble myself and ask for the help |
need, 1 won't make it to the end of the
semester. So for me the Day of Prayer was a
reminder that God can only help me if 1 seek
the help I need.?
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tice continued until the mid 1960s. It helped many
students overcome inhibitions of speaking to large,
mixed audiences.

Day of Prayer

prayer has always been central to school life. In addi-
tion to the worship services, there were men’s and
ladies’ prayer meetings, dorm prayer meetings and
missionary prayer bands. A one-hour course on Prayer,
which began in the mid 1940s continued until 19774
when it was integrated into a course called Spiritual
Life.> The Day of Prayer appears to have been an
annual event for many years and continues to bless
students and faculty each semester.

On the Day of Prayer students and faculty devote the
entire day to singing, private meditation, input from
speakers, and group prayer. It is a time of personal,
spiritual reflection, At times relationships are mended.
Many find new joy and excitement in the Christian life.
“Following our day of prayer, one could sense a change
in the attitudes and lives of the student body. There was
a forgiving spirit and a greater bond of love.”® Some-
one commented, “It was a stepping stone in the life of
many a student,”s

In 1976-77 one day in each semester was given to this
spiritual exercise.® In the first semester of 1983 it was
emphasized that the Day of Prayer was for the college
division only, and that “for the noon meal everyone is to
bring a sack lunch.”# But the following year this
changed. On November 1, 1984 the College “for the first
time in many years” included the high school in the
entire day’s activities.¥ This combined Day of Prayer
was repeated on November 6, 1986 and again in the
spring of 1987.% A few years later it was again limited
fo the college, Since then the high school has planned
its own spiritual emphasis activities.*

The staff and students generally leave the campus for a
retreat centre or church for their Day of Prayer. This
eliminates the temptation to engage in business or to
finish pressing assignments.

Faculty Retreats

Faculty enjoyed annual pre-

school weekend retreats as When our fnend James Matula had severe headach
far back as 19675 to fellow-

ship, to share, and to seek (doctors dlscovered a brain tumour. Yet, when t
unity for the coming year.s ' operated the doctors found no trace of the tumo
At times an outside resource . We felt it had dlsappeared in answer to prayer
person was invited to chal- I . aes, 1976 and V'RQ’N'A By
lenge the faculty. The re-
freats were especially mean-
ingful for new teachers.

We remember Ben Hoeppner as a man of praye
‘When he prayed you expected God to answer. O |
time Isaac was very far behind in' a55|gnments an
couldn’t see how he could finish them on time. H
larly. Some years the ‘ywent to Mr. Hoeppner’s office, and he suggeste
faculty and staff simply got they pray. After prayer, he to’d lsaac to work 0
together for a social assignments one at a time. [saac dld The thoug
evening.s® But the staff and words just came and all assugnments wer
preferred a “retreat format completed on time. ‘ :

over against a one evening ; ——lSAAC and Marie Lynne (HEiNRlchs) HARMS 197

; 154
soclal event.”* On at least I will always remember the times all the student
two occasions the board

members were invited. They would  get together  for spontaneous praye

The retreats appear to have
been conducted irrequ-

joined staff for supper on “meetings. This was such a special time of sharm
Friday and stayed for with one another and watching each other’
Saturday.®® The staff felt _prayers get answered. .
that this provided a better ; —CARLANA Barkwan 19%9’ '

opportunity for the teachers

to get to know the board

and vice versa. However, the last faculty/board retreat in
1985 was a disappointment. Fewer than half of the
board members were in attendance.
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Those guidelines defined “week” as a three-day,
wednesday to Friday, period. 1t was scheduled to take
place annually the second full week of February.
Time-tabled activities were limited to an hour a day.
Three class periods were shortened by twenty minutes
each to allow for that hour.

At the same time the event was given a new name and
provided with a new rationale. Spirit Week became
Discover Life Days.*® Planning the event was the respon-
sibility of the Social Committee.6°

An example of what took place during the three-day
Discover Life program is reflected by the program in
1990. On Wednesday a “Fooseball”®! tournament was
conducted during the recess. Gari Blatz, Youth Pastor of
the Gospel Fellowship Church, later reported on his
hiking experience in the Badlands and the Grand Can-
yon. On Thursday, activities included boot hockey on the
skating rink during noon hour, and a National Geo-
graphic film on exploration in Iceland.®? On Friday the
student body watched a silent Charlie Chaplin film,
heard reports by Rod Thiessen, the Physical Education
instructor, on his mountain-biking in the USA and by
Brenda Klassen, Dean of Women, on her hiking experi-
ence near Jasper, Alberta.

Accent Week

Discover Life Days was eventually dropped and re-
placed by Accent Week, a week filled with a variety of
activities. One day it could be broomball or skating.
The following days might focus on cultural activities
such as singing, arts and crafts. There were exhibits
by people involved in painting, pottery, macramé, and
cake decorating. Vocational areas were highlighted by
representatives from various professions: pharmacist,
doctor, registered nurse, draftsman, interior designer,
and agriculturist. Ethnic foods were featured. Mem-

bers of Parliament and other agency workers were
invited as resource persons. One day was devoted to
prayer.®

Recreation Program

A Recreation Committee first appeared in 1953.5¢ 1t was

‘in charge of planning the social activities and the sports

program during the school year.

Until 1972, when the gymnasium was built, the opportu-
nities for recreation at SBC were quite restricted and
equipment was substandard. Indoor activities were
limited to socializing and table games, such as table
tennis, checkers, and chess. The pictures in the year-
books from 1948 to 1964 give ample evidence that the
outside recreational activities in fall and winter con-
sisted of volleyball, soccer, and skating. When the school
year was lengthened to three terms, softball also was
included.

From the “tongue-in-cheek” perspective of one student,

Our aim outside is to get that volley ball,
with nothing in it, over the net. This is
sometimes done in a queer way. The ball, if
you can call it a ball, is tossed about from
one eager player to another, sometimes over
the sagging net to the other side but more
often it flops to earth on the player’s side.®

After the gym was built, however, recreational activities
took on a new look. They gained impetus when the high
school division took out membership in the Manitoba
High School Athletic Association (MHSAA), enabling
students to participate at regional and provincial levels.
Teams were formed, and coaching on a voluntary basis
came from personnel outside the school.

The board was not prepared to offer unqualified ap-
proval, 1t felt that the school should be cautious about
involvement in the Athletic Association.®’
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when Thiessen resigned from his responsibilities, the
sports program at SBC lagged for a few years. Staff in
both the college and high school, as well as volunteers
from the community, did an admirable job sharing the
coaching responsibilities. In the fall of 1993 Boyd
Kliever, a Bible college graduate and qualified Phys. Ed.
instructor, was employed.

In 1996 the College budgeted $1300 to allow SBC teams
to participate fully in the Manitoba Christian Colleges
Athletic Association (MCCAA).7¢

Year-end Events

Grad Sneaks

A Grad Sneak has become an institutionalized, annual
graduating class activity. Grad Sneaks began when the
class of 1986 kidnapped one of the faculty to some
distant spot for a day or two of fun activities.

The Sneak respects no student, school or “hostage” time-
table. Unexpectedly the first and second-year students
discover one morning that all the grads and one profes-
sor are absent. The only ones who know are the Aca-
demic Dean and the spouse of the “hostage,” both of
whom are “sworn” to secrecy.

Before the selected day arrives, the location of the
Sneak has been determined, the program arranged, the
cache of food bought, and transportation organized.
Then follows the relaxation, recreation, and even some
serious discussions.

Graduation Weekend

Three events in particular have come to be associated
with the graduation weekend: the graduation banquet,
the alumni homecoming, and the commencement exer-
cises. The undergrad classes are responsible for the grad

banquet. They decorate the gym for the occasion, decide
on the menu, and are in charge of the program based on
the theme for the evening.

In addition to the special music and speaker, the ban-
quet program includes reading “The Last Will and
Testament” of each of the grads as well as handing out
awards.

At the Alumni Homecoming the graduates are inducted
into the SBC Alumni Association. An effort is made to
highlight the alumni from the previous corresponding
decades. For instance, the grads of ‘46, ‘56, ‘66, ‘76,
and ‘86 would especially be invited to welcome the
1996 graduating class.
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“Let us then be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;
Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.”
—lLongfellow

school committed to serving the church requires

church support. Without prayer, without financial

gifts, without input of ideas on how to improve,
without encouragement for students to attend, such a
school would soon cease to exist. Steinbach Bible Col-
lege is no exception, The College looks to churches and a
variety of individuals and groups to provide such sup-
port. Former students who have had positive experiences
frequently become the school’s best supporters. Alumni
associations are officially organized bodies specifically
set up by graduates of schools to provide such support.
The Alumni Association of the Steinbach Bible Institute
was organized on December 29, 1953. This followed
closely the renaming of Steinbach Bible Academy to
Steinbach Bible Institute.?

% THE ASSOCIATION

By 1954 the school had graduated sixty-one students.
Until that time the band of constant faithful supporters
flad been the duly registered members of the Bible
School Society. A number of these were also graduates.
Whenever the school encountered financial difficulties,
members of the society were asked for donations beyond
the annual membership fee set by the directors. But
when the society made way for a new administrative
structure, the society membership was replaced by the
Alumni Association. The tradition of membership fees,
however, continued with the alumni for another ten
years until a constitutional revision eliminating it was
approved on March 28, 1964. Instructors as well as
graduates were included in the alumni membership.
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from 1954 to 1979. However, in November, 1963 the
alumni executive recommended to the SBI Board that
the school begin publishing the S8/ Bulletin beginning
January 1964. Pending the acceptance of that recom-
mendation, the alumni executive further recommended
to the alumni that 74e Bond be issued quarterly instead
of bimonthly.

The recommendation was accepted.” The Bond regu-
larly carried alumni news and school reports until 1979
when it was discontinued.

Nevertheless, alumni news continued to be circulated,
but in another format. The 1981 revision of the consti-
tution stipulated that the alumni section of the college
periodical, The Servant, serve as the official publica-
tion of the association to be mailed to members. The
four-member executive was responsible for that sec-
tion, but it appointed an alumni editor. Ralph Unger
filled that role for 7he Servantin 1980 and served for

approximately one year, When he moved to Birch River,

Manitoba, distance made it impossible for him to
continue as editor. From November 1981 until Decem-
ber 1982 the executive was without an alumni editor.
Lorena Reimer took on the task in January 1983 and
served until June 1984, when Helen Eidse assumed
that responsibility. She served faithfully in that capac-
ity for ten years, until she suffered a stroke in the fall
0f 1994,

After having kept the constituency and alumni informed
for seventeen years, the last of the 79 issues of 72e
Servant came off the press in the summer of 1994. The

Note Pad, an SBC information insert for church bulletins,

resource pamphlets and posters continued to serve the
constituency by helping to create awareness and by
offering school news. The alumni continue to be served
by another periodical, 7n Touch, which focuses on grad
classes by decades corresponding to the year of current

grads. Accordingly, in 1996 the paper
concentrated on all grad classes of years
ending in 6--1946, '56, '66, '76, ‘86, and
"96.

** PROJECTS

Although an important purpose of the
alumni is to provide fellowship and prayer
support for the institution, another is to
provide material support. This is done
largely through projects. 1deally, an in-
creasing membership should provide
increasing support for the school.

If donor labels were attached to all the
items the alumni have furnished for the
school, one would see the alumni name
at almost every turn. During the late
1950s when the school maintained a
weekly radio broadcast the alumni pro-
vided a high-quality AMPEX recorder and
paid for air time. Shortly after that the
alumni installed the intercommunication
system and the program signal system
{automatic bells).

Members also saw the need for the grounds to be
groomed. They paid for landscaping, a lawn mower,
salary for a caretaker, a curb and paving of the entrance
road, sidewalks and a canopy for the front entrance.
They provided furniture and equipment for staff and
students: lounge furniture, coffee makers, school and
classroom signs and furniture for teachers’ offices. A
Gestetner duplicator, spirit duplicator, file cabinet,
folding machine, typewriter, and a postage meter rental
featured among necessary equipment provided for office
personnel. Educational equipment included a chapel
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% LOCAL CHAPTERS

Maintaining a vibrancy in the alumni association has
been, and continues to be, a very difficult challenge. The
change from students enjoying the family closeness in
residence to the dispersion following graduation, to-
gether with life’s other accompanying constraints and
obligations, is not conducive to building a strong alumni.
Several factors have to be overcome. Some graduates
continue studies in other institutions and come to belong
to other alumni associations. Consequently, loyalties are
divided. For others the purposes of the alumni are real-
ized in other areas of Christian ministry. Fellowship, for
example, is found in the local church and in Christian
groups closer to home. Some alumni frankly admitted
they did not sense the need for fellowship with other
alumni. Various approaches to improve the association
have been tried in its 42-year history.

The purposes of the alumni association have been
modified over the decades. Initially the purpose of the
organization was to maintain and cultivate fellowship of
graduates. It was felt this would result in more prayer
support, as well as motivate alumni to offer practical
assistance. It was difficult however, to get the fellowship
established.

In 1964 it was decided to form local alumni chapters in
areas having five or more graduates.® This goal was
incorporated into the constitution of 1966. Local chap-
fers were to meet twice a year for fellowship. One chap-
ter, however, felt that some of its features were too much
a duplicate of the Homecoming event.® And even with
the chapters that were functioning well, alumni found
getting together too demanding. “Try to liven up our
chapters. Get some news items,”!® said the executive. At
a subsequent meeting in August, 1968, the executive
suggested that 7#e Bond remind alumni of the purpose
of local chapters; “... that it was more a time of fellow-

ship and getting acquainted with new members than a
fund-raising agency.”1t

The local-chapter approach worked better in some areas
than in others,'? but always with difficulty. At the an-
nual business meeting of the alumni in June 1973, the
executive asked whether Homecomings should be con-
tinued,®* and observed that the chapters needed to be
revived. At the same time, however, the executive was
not prepared to spearhead the effort. They asked, “Could
the Class president or public relations {director] at the
school promote this?”

The 1976 the Homecoming participants decided to
eliminate local chapters in favor of regional periodic
meetings.t> Sixteen regions stretching from British
Columbia to Ontario were identified: two in each of the
provinces of British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan;
two crossing the Manitoba and Saskatchewan borders;
three in Ontario; and five in Manitoba.'®

The regional structure has been in place for the past
twenty years. However, the regional chapters have also
not lived up to expectations. Therefore, the alumni execu-
tive proposed another
change. In addition to
meeting for fellowship, the
chapters were to cultivate
interest in prayer for the
school, solicit material
support, and listen to alumni
concerns and suggestions for
the school. However, mem-
bers were also expected to
become acquainted with
new members in their area
and to encourage one an-
other in fund raising and
student recruitment.?’
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1. Steinbach Post, 16 October 1940, 8,

2 Sfeinbach Post, 26 September 1931, 8.

3 .. Anannouncement in Steinbach Post 28 August 1935, made on
behalf of “Das Bibelschul Kommittee des Jugendvereins”.

4 . The Bible School circular giving information about the school and
courses that were being offered.

.. The Baergs called it “the Steinbach MB Committee” and “the
Committee for the promotion of the Bible School” in a personal letter, 16
May, 1995,

% “Dedication,” The Star, 1954.

7. The classes began on 23 November 1936.

.. “Neue Mitglieder: Nach mehrseitiger Besprechung wurde
beschlossen in diesem Schuljahr keine neue Vereinsglieder in dem Verein
aufzunehmen, da das Schuljahr fast halb vorueber und zudem die
Aufnahme neuer Mitglieder die Arbeit erschweren duerfte.” A rough draft of
the Society minutes, 11 January 1937.

v “Beschlossen eine weitere Auflage von $3.00 pro Mitglied zu
machen um die ungezalhten Schulden zu decken.” 1tem 4, Society minutes,
11 January 1937.

2 “Bibelschulvereinssitzung” minutes, 4 June 1937.

2 .. Minutes, 4 June 1937.

2, Minutes, 20 September 1937.

2, Minutes, 20 September 1937.

2, Minutes, 20 September 1937,

% Minutes, 14 October 1937.
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%, Minutes of an afternoon meeting held in the home of C.E Barkman,
18 December 1937.

7 . Minutes, 20 September 1937. “Es wird vorlaeufig keine Wahl der
Beamten vorgenommen . . , *

# _ Minutes, 18 December 1937, “Beschlossen dass eine Wahl der in
den Statuten vorgesehenen Beamten ist 5o bald sich 20 Glieder dem Verein
angeschlossen haben.”

® . The Star, 1947, 19. This is verified by the Society minutes, 3
September 1938. They also specify that the members of the Directory
organize internally (“Beschlossen dass das gewaehlte Direktorium unter
sich organisiere”). Before September 3, 1938, a meeting is identified as a
“Bibelschulsitzung” (Bible School meeting) or with an abbreviated form
“BS.” After September 3, 1938, the administration refers to jtself by
different names: either “Das Schulkomitee” {The School Committee
provided for in the Constitution) or as “Direktorium” {Board of Directors).
This name was used for the first time on March 4, 1939, and consistently
after that. A meeting was then identified as a " Direktorensitzung”
(Directors’ Meeting). The lowest attendance at a directors' meeting was
three members.

% . The Board of Directors was the governing body of the school. It
gave direction for the operation and maintenance of the school. The officers
of the Executive were three board members who carried out directives of
the Board or in the name of the Board. The School Committee consisted of
board members living close to the school to whom the principal or teachers
could turn when special needs or eventualities occurred. Technically
speaking, members of the Executive might also be on the School
Committee, depending on where they resided.

3 Recruiting members was difficult, as could be expected. Besides
giving moral and prayer support to the entire Bible School venture,
membership involved a financial commitment and cash was not readily
available, In fact, the constitution specified that members of the society
who fafled to pay their dues at least one month before the end of the school
year were thereby saying that the cause of the society was no longer a
concern of theirs. With that, they automatically excluded themselves from
membership. “Ein Mitglied welches einen Monat vor Schulschluss, nach
einmaliger Aufforderung von der Verwaltung, seinen Beitrag nicht
eingezahlt hat, bezeugt damit dass es die Sache des Vereins nicht als die
Seine ansieht, und scheidet automatisch aus.” Art 111, 4.

3 .. Ahermeneutical approach by which the subject matter of the
Scriptures (OT & NT) is divided into seven distinct time periods of unequal
length from the creation of Adam in Genesis to the new heavens and new
earth in Revelation, In a dispensation God deals with humankind in a
particular way with respect to sin and shows what people’s responsibility is
in each period. The approach originated with J. N. Darby and was
promoted especially through the Scofield Bible and the end-time charts by
Clarence Larkin. Dispensationalists had a particular preoccupation with
end-time events,

3, Steinbach Bible School Catalog, 1946-47, 1.

% The Society secretary was instructed to place a news relaease in the
Steinbach Postand Mennonitische Rundschau, 30 August 1939. The
identical article appears in both papers. See Steinbach Post30 August
1939,

% Steinbach Post, 30 August 1939, p. 8 “eine unparteiische
mennonitische Bibelschule.”




3 .. The Star, 1961.
¥ ., Minufes, 3 September 1938.

3 Steinbach Post, 1 October 1941, (5) and September 13, 1944, and
the first yearbook of the Steinbach Bible School, 7he Sfar, 1947, 19.

% Constitution, article 111, 1, f,

©  "Um Interesse fuer die B.S zu wirken, wird beschlossen auszufahren
und mit (sic) Ansprachen fuer die B.S. Sache. Br.J.A Guenther wird gebeten
eine Car zu besorgen damit sobald als moeglich ausgefahren werden
kann.” Minutes, 11 January 1937,

4 Minutes, 3 September 1938.

@ . Article 11L.1.c “Voliberechtigte Mitglieder duerfen alle Personen
werden, die Mitglieder einer organiziertern Gemeinde sind, und willens
sind . .. fuer die Bibelschule zu werben,” {Full-fledged membership is open
to all who are members of an organized church and who are willing to
canvass for the school.)

8 Minutes, 26 March 1938. The article of the constitution referred to
says, “Vollberechtigte Mitglieder duerfen . .. und willens sind . . . fuer die
Bibelschule zu werben.”

“  Note the following entries in the financial journal of March, 1940:
“Salary to 1.G.B $13.00, Wittenberg $12.00 for March $1.00 for Feb.,
Guenther $13.00" (for a total of $39.00). But that apparently was only part
of the salary, for in July of that year the entry shows, “Salary balance to
1.G.Baerg & money order (apparently sent to him by mail) $11.00 .. .
Salary to J. N. Wittenberg, balance $10.00.” Other salary entries are also
given in varying amounts: On April 6, Baerg, Wittenberg, and Guenther
each received $2.00; a week later Wittenberg received another $4.00;
twenty days later Baerg got $5.00, etc.

% . Minutes of the Bible School Cornmittee, 26 November 1938.

%, SBS Bulletin, {Jan-Mar) 1947, 7.

¥ The construction of physical facilities will be discussed in chapter 3.
%, Society minutes, 29 March 1941.

4, Minutes of Executive Board, 25 October 1941.

% Minutes of the annual meeting, 27 March 1942,
s, Author's recorded interview with Alvin Janz, 20 February 1996.
2, Apicture with the caption in the 50th anniversary yearbook of the

Steinbach Mennonite Brethren Church, 1977, 3.

5. Author's recorded interview with Mr. A. D. Penner, 12 September
1995.

%, Author's recorded interview with Alvin Janz, 20 February 1996.

5, Travis Reimer quoted in Leland Harder, Steinbach and Ifs Churches,
50.

% From notes made by Doreen Reimer Peters in an interview with her
father: “I said after much study that EMB, Kleine Gemeinde, and
Pentecostals have a lot of ‘straw’. {eg insistence on immersion).” It was

Reimer'’s understanding that these churches were majoring on minors, on
non-essentials; they were using building materfals which would not stand
the fiery test before the judgment seat of Christ.

s E.K. Francis. /n Search of Ufopia: The Mennonites in Manitoba.
(Altona: D. W. Friesen, 1955), 212.

s . Author’s personal interview with A, D. Penner, 12 September 1995,

S The decision to separate from the Evangelical Mennonite Brethren
and form the Emmannuel Mennonite Mission Church, was reached on July
11, 1943, (Author’s telephone conversion with EFC secretary Susan
Giesbrecht on July 6, 1995), At the time of its affiliation with the Evangelical
Free Church of America, the church was renamed Emmanuel Evangelical
Free Church. (Harder, Steinbach and its Churches): 54.

®  The percentage of MB students for the first eight years is as follows:
1936-89%; 1937-50%; 1938-74%; 1939-46%; 1940-36%; 1941-45%; 1942-38%;
1943-48%. The year affer John G. Baerg left, it dropped sharply to 17%.

& William Neufeld draws this conclusion in his discussion of the
Steinbach Bible School in From Faith fo Faith, 179

& . Grace University was born in prayer as a group of ten Mennonite
ministers met in Omaha, Nebraska, on June 1, 1943. The school, originally
known as Grace Bible Institute, was founded as, and remains as, an
interdenominational institution. Grace University, Alumni Association 1996
Directory, page V.

&, Application Form for admission to Steinbach Bible Acaderny, an
insert in the Steinbach Bible Academy Bulfletin, V.2 {April-May-June), 1950.

& From the “Preamble to the Proposed Constitution of the Steinbach
Bible Institute,” {1964), 1. A board of directors of an organization which is not
elected, but which appoints new members to fill vacancies as they occur.

& “By 1954 the enrolment increased to over capacity. 90 students were
enrolled.” Taken from a brief “History of the SB1” following the SBI Finacial
Report of May 12, 1962 by D. B. Eidse in the 1961-1980 Annuai Reports binder,
% . SBI Board minutes 1 November 1954, 1.

& . SBI Board minutes, 19 June 1954.

& Evidence of this appears in several SB1 Board minutes, such as 7 June
1956, 10 January 1957, 1 December 1958, 23 March 1959, 12 December 1961.

% .. SBI Board minutes, 5 July 1957, 1.

7 SBI Board minutes, 3 March 1958.

7. SBI Board minutes, 19 April 1958.

7, Dave Schellenberg, “A Brief Report on the History of the Western
Gospel Mission,” June 1996, 6. The EMMC is the Evangelical Mennonite
Mission Conference which had a number of its members working at several
places under the Western Gospel Mission, and it seemed only natural that
when a parcelling of churches took place, the EMMC would be included.

7 Author's tape-recorded interview with A, D. Penner, September 12, 1995,
7 .. SBI Board minutes, 28 March 1960, 2.

B, A Proposal of the Evangelical Mennonite Conference fo the Board of
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Directors of the Steinbach Bibie Institute, 3. There is no date on the
document, but it was presented to the SBI Board on March 14, 1960,

.. A Proposal of the Evangelical Mennonite Conference to the Boarg of
Directors of the Steinbach Bible Institute, 2.

77 SBI Board minutes of 28 March 1960 and 16 April 1960.
s . SBI Board minutes, 7 February 1961.

7 .. Copy of resolution passed at @ Board Meefing of the Steinbach Bip|e
Institute, 20 June 1960.

g SBI Board minutes, 7 February 1961, 1.

& Finance Committee Report to the Executive Board, 7 May 1963,
“Whereas the two year trial period of running the SB1 on & conference basis
is up July 1, 1963, we recommend that we ask the members conferences to
evaluate the situation and take a stand now.”

&  SBI Board minutes, 10 October 1961, 1.
& SBI Board minutes, 13 February 1962, 2.
# , SBI Board minutes, 5 March 1962, 1.

& Stan Plett, History of Academic Planning--Steinbach Bible College
1964-91, 1.

&, SBI Board minutes, 11 May 1965.
& . SBI Board minutes, 8 June 1965, 1.
& .. SB1 Board minutes, 14 August 1969, 1.

& | William Wilson, Assistant Director of AABC, Consultation Report, 22
April 1988, 2.

®  SBI Board minutes, 9 July 1963, 1. At that time the Executive
Comnmittee consisted of the three officers of the board plus two members
without portfolio. The attendance record in the minutes would lead one to
believe that the principal was that fifth member.

st In 1996 they included the following: Personnel, Finance, Campus
Development, High School, and Academic Affairs.

2 An Anabaptist reading of Scriptures could be briefly summarized as
follows: 1. Theology is based primarily on the New Testament; 2. The Old
Testatnent is interpreted through the “eyes of the New Testament”; 3.The
gospels are understood to teach not only major doctrines such as
incarnation and atonement but as descriptions of present Kingdom living;
4, Jesus' death is seen as central, but his life and teaching are seen as a
model for his disciples to follow. This is the major basis for the Anabaptist
commitment to non-resistant love; 5. The believers’ church is seen as
central. There is no place for a church-less Christianity.

Chapter Three

t .. Minutes of 18 February and 26 March 1938.

2 .. The Star. 1951, 5. In a brief history of Steinbach Bible Academy,
1.N. Wittenberg says: “Die 3. Klasse war in dem kleinen dunklen




Frauenzimmer; dort gab es oft kalte fuesse.”

3 .. Minutes of the Society’s Board of Directors, 14 June 1939, 1.
“Wegen Heitzung, beschiossen dass den Gemeindevorstand vorzustellen
wegen Loch im Schornstein zum kleinen Ofen einstellen in kleinen Stube.
Br. Riesen ersucht das vorzustellen.”

4 . The Star1951, 5, “Herrschte in einer Klasse ernste Stimmung, so
wurde sie oft beeintraechigt durch die heitere Stimmung in der anderen
und umgekenrt.”

5 .. Building Committee Minutes, 14 January 1939, 2.

6 .. Society Minutes, 18 February 1939, 1. “Bruder Baerg betont dass
der Gedanke vom Bau nicht geplant worden ist sondern fast von selbst
entstanden ist. Die Schueler und andere haben fuer diese Sitzung gebetet.”

7 .. The expression used is “gruendliche Besprechung.”

8 .. Br, Baerg schlaegt vor, Br, Guenther unterstuetzt, dass der Verein es
sich zum Ziel sefzt eine neue Bibelschule zu bauen. 11 Stimmen dafuer,
Angenommen.” Sociefy minutes of 18 February 1939.

o .. Steinbach Post, 30 August 1939, 4.

1 Minutes of the special meeting of the Society held in the MB Church
on 27 June 1939.

u . That meeting was set for Monday 3 July 1939 in the Mennonite
Brethren Church.

2 Minutes of the Society Meeting of 3 July 1939.

B, This is the first meeting “after the busy season.” B J. B. Reimer
writes in the Steinbach Post 31 August 1939, 4.: “At that meeting it must
be decided on which of the recommended places the school shall be
built.

14 Theold’ school refers to the Kornelsen School which was located on
the site of the present Post Office on Main Street and Reimer Avenue, and
the “new’ school was the Steinbach Collegiate Institute located at the corner
of Second Street and Reimer Avenue.

5 Steinbach Post, 27 September 1939, p. 8.

1 Steinbach Post. 18 October 1939, p. 3. “Viele Haende machen
leichtes Werk.”

7 The upper level measured 52 x 40' while the lower offered 52' x 28'
for an auditorium. The remainder of the lower level was reserved for
storage rooms and furnace.

1] N. Wittenberq, Steinbach Bible Acadlemy Yearbook (1951), 5.

“1 ehrer Johann Guenther war die Seele bei dem Bauen, bald schleifete er
mit einem Pferdegespann das Kellergeschoss aus, bald fuhr er die
schweren Zementkarren, dann wurden nach 6 Uhr bef C. T. Loewens Bretter
gehobelt, so war er ueberall immer dabel. Es ist bei dem Bauen auch viel
freiwillige Arbeit getan worden. Der Sekretaer des Vereins, Br. 2. J. B,
Reimer, hatte besondere Gaben, das notwendige Geld zu finden und
herbeizufuehren, auch klare hoffnugsvolle Kassenberichte zu geben.”

18 Steinbach Post, 8 January 1941, 5.

2 “Eswar ein wunderschoener Tag, und so standen die Leute alle

gern etwas im Freien vor der Schule.” Die Steinbach Post, 6 December
1939, p.5.

2 pl. B.Reimer. Steinbach Post 6 December 1939, 5.

2 jskeich ofa floor plan with the Society Minutes of 3 July, 1939. The
size of the three classrooms were 20' x 18", 22 x 22', and 22' x 28', while the
teachers’ room of 264 sq. ft measured 12'x 22",

3 P B. Reimer Steinbach Post, 6 December 1939, 5.

2 Announcement in Stefbach Post, 4 September 1940, 5.

5 Das Schulgebaeude wurde im Herbst 1939 nur so weit fertig gestellt
wie es unbedingt notwendig war.” Steinbach Post, 8 January 1940, p.5.

% Steipbach Post, 4June 1941, 4.

2“7y einer Zeit meinte man, dass unsere Schule TB haette, weil sie 50
wenig Studenten hatte. Durch treues Beten, fleissiges Zeugen und festen
Glauben ist sie davon geheilt worden. Die Zahl der Studenten ist im Laufe
der letzten drei Jahre gestiegen von 35 auf 70, dazu noch 10 Studenten n
der Hochschulkabteilung. Somit ist das Schulgebauede zu klein
geworden.” 7he Star, 1954, 46.

% There is a discrepancy between the numbers reported by P.J. B.
Reimer in the Steinbach Post (6 December 1939, 5) and those reported by
student Lorraine Neufeld in 7he Star(1955, 2). Lorraine reported that the
school had been built to accommodate some 45 students.

»  1orraine Neufeld, “Endeavoring to keep the Unity” 77e Siar, 1955,
42,

% Taith Eidse, Mennonite Mirror; June, 1977, 13,

n . students were required to address each other as “Brother” or “Sister
. using the surname only.

2 The Bond Jan-Mar, 1954. The Bond was the official quarterly
publication of the Alumnni Association. The first issue was published in the
first quarter of 1954 and continued until at least 1979.

B “Dieses letzte Jahr was das bewegteste Jahr soweit, Es war schwer
den Geist der Schule hoch zu halten. Quartiere der Schueler werden
strenger controlliert werden muessen. Groessere Schuelerzahl erfordert
mehr Regeln.” Minutes of Board of Directors, 11 March 1942.

4 Minutes of the Board Meeting, 19 June, 1954,

35 Personal interview with former board member A. D. Penner, 12
September, 1995.

36 Mennonite Mirror, June 1977, 13.
37, Minutes of Board Meeting, 24 February, 1955.

2 Telephone conversation with Helen Bergman, daughter, on 3
January 1996.

32 Minutes of Board Meeting, 14 March, 1955.
4 Minutes of Board Meeting, 20 February, 1956.

4@ Taith Eidse, Mennonite Mirror, June, 1977, 13.
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@ Telephone interview with Archie Penner, 5 February, 1996.

© | 7he Bond, Vol 1 #4, Spring, 1955: “This building measures 56'x
100", One end 56 x 64 is two storys high, and the other end 56 x 36" is
three stotys high. The building will contain classrooms, library, offices,
kitchen, dining room, chapel, and dormitory space for about 70 students.”
A mini-suite for the dean of students was also in the three story section.

@ pfloor plan of the original building appears in 7he Bond, 2.1
(Summer 1955} 5.

5 Interview by Doreen Klassen with Dr. Archie Penner. See also The
Servant, {lan-Feb 1986) 2.

® _ John Toews, “Building the New School,” 7he Star; 1956, 40.
¥ SBIBoard Minutes, 27 December, 1955. 2.

@, Several attempts to correct it were made in the years following.
The editor of 7/e Bond describes one of those attempts:

The board passed a resotution to have it fixed; consequently on June
11, the tearing-off process was begun. But no sooner had evening
come, then the rains came also. Literally torrents of water gushed into
the library, Room 202, and unavoidably, the basement auditorium,
[the present dining room] resuiting in an estimated damage of $380
" students and teachers responded to the challenge with a 24-hour
mop-and-bucket brigade.

1t was then that board members contemplated adding a third story
on top of the existing library/classroom/administration portion to provide
much-needed library space and to give opportunity to constructa brand
new roof.

But the problem was not so easily resolved. Fifteen years later, the
Building Committee reported, "Our present school roof is allowing rain to
have its way." And three years after that, in 1973, President Harvey Plett
aiso reported to the board that "the roof in the highest portion of the
Administration Building has to be fixed."

w9 This Mennonite denomination originated in 1937. 1t was called the
Rudnerweide Mennonite Church. It changed its name to Evangelical Mennonite
Mission Conference of Canada in 1952, now better known as the EMMC.
50, The Star, 1956, 40-41.

st Minutes of Board Meeting, 27 December 1955.

52 Minutes of Board Meeting, 20 February 1956.

s In1947, when a high school department was introduced, the name
of the school was changed from “The Steinbach Bible School” to “Steinbach
Bible Acaderny.”

s Steinbach Bible Academy Bulletin, April-May-June, 1947, 1.

s Steinbach Bible Academy Bulletin, July-September, 1947, 4.

s prospectus1957-58 of the Steinbach Bible Institute, 9.

57 .. According to the Town of Steinbach records, the town had a
population of 3,739 in 1962. At that time there were only 32 rental units
available in the town. (Margret Penner of Vic Penner Realty.)

2, Board Minutes, 29 March 1960,




¢ .. The EMC had made a proposal to the SBI Board offering to take
ownership of the school. The SBI Board, however, submitted a counter
proposal by which the school would come under the direction of several
Mennonite churches.

% Board minutes, 21 November 1960.

8, Board minutes of 20 February and 27 August 1956.

62 Principal's report, 12 May 1962 and confirmed in a telephone
conversation with Gert Giesbrecht, 13 February 1996.

8, The exact location was two miles north and one half mile east of the
Ridgewood School.

& . Mrs, Rosaline Loewen, in a letter received 20 March, 1996 says, “1
don’t know the selling price, but I know it was a donation in part, as we
received a sizeable income tax deductible receipt.”

6 The location of that private dwelling is at Lot 3 Plan # 23472 (730
Traverse Road), a quarter mile north of Ste. Anne, Manitoba on the old
highway.

% . Theowner, Corny T. Loewen, who was a resident in the Resthaven
Nursing home for over nine years before he passed away in 1960, had
willed this house to his four daughters. The daughters, together with other
family members, decided to donate it to the school.

& . Foranother $7,000 it was moved off campus in December 1995 to
Lot 3 Funk Drive (sec SE 22-6-7e} in the La Broquerie Municipality.

% . The Bond, July-September 1974, 6.

® .. The Bond, July-September 1975, 8.

7, Board minutes, 12 September 1960. Melvin Reimer offered the
motel for student housing for the months the school was in operation for
one-third the value of the motel. The school could buy a one-third share in
the motel or pay rent.

L .. Board minutes, 28 April 1959

72, Board minutes, 29 August 1959.

73 .. Board minutes, 28 April 1961.

. Discussions included changing the square footage several times:
3,200 to 2,280 to 4,800; consideration of building another teachers'
residence, and temporary student housing.

5 Board minutes, 26 May 1961.

7, Board minutes, 13 October 1964.

77 . Board minutes, 13 March 1962.

’# . Board minutes, 9 October 1962.

7 Business Administrator’s Report to the SBI Board, 13 July 1965.

& ., Butto move the residence to the campus was to cost SBC $100,000.
& Peter Pauls, long-time administrator of the Bethesda Hospital,
interview with author.

& . Board minutes, 24 October 1960.

# . Building Committee Report, Board Minutes, 14 August 1969, and
President's Report to Board of Directors, July 1969. It envisioned a main
auditorium 60" x 120", plus an additional 24 feet for a stage and corridor,
plus a 52'x 80" two-story section at the front for classrooms and facilities,
with extra space on the sides.

8 . Board Minutes, 12 February 1970.

5 Doreen Klassen interview with Harvey Plett, 24 June, 1996.

8 .. Board Minutes, 22 January 1972.

& .. The Campus Development Committee had been set up as a
temporary committee, But in June 1975, the Interim Administrative
Committee recommended to the Board that in view of the ongoing nature of
the needs of campus development, the Campus Development Committee
become a permanent standing committee.

& . Special Board Meeting re: building plans, 20 March 1972.

8 . The Bond, April-June 1972, 2.

% . The Bond, October-December 1972, 5.

o .. The Bond, October-December 1972, 5-6.

92 .. Board minutes of 18 January 1979.

% .. Board minutes 1 December 1958.

% . President’s report to the board, 14 December 1972.

% . Henry Hiebert, telephone interview with the author.

% . Author's interview with Lee Bartel, 14 December 1995.

i .. The Star, 1977-78.

% . seeendnote #96.

% .. The Star, 1977-78.

o ltem 5 of the 1977-78 Annual Report of the president to the Board
of Directors.

w1 Author's interview with Henry Klassen, then chairman of the board,
who interviewed Lee Barte! before his appointment to SBC faculty.

oz Board minutes 20 March 1987,

w3 After a thorough discussion concerning Stan Plett’s safety, ability,
the school’s involvement and the implications this might have for the
college, the board felt a lawyer should be consulted to check the legal
aspects of the project, as well as the medical precautions and consultation.
The swim never materialized.

4 The Servant, X111 (September-October 1988), 8.

s Doreen Klassen interview of Ben Eidse, 4 June 1996.

s . 1nthe 1936-37 school register one student with that age, Liese

Rempel, is listed.
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7 This policy was introduced by the Canadian government gn Tuly1
1945. '

& . This information was provided by the Constituency Office of Dayig
Iftody, Liberal MP for Provencher.

o9 . Grade IX had a see-saw experience at SBL. 1t was included at the
outset in 1947 till 1949, When the high school began again in 1953, after 4
brief intertude of two years, only Grades X and XI were taught. Offering
Grade [X was again considered by the SBI Board in 1956, but no decision
was made. Instead, it asked “the teachers to discuss this further in one of
their faculty meetings.” But in 1962 Grade 1X was given a trial year. M/s/c
“That the Executive investigate the adequacy of facilities, the number of
applicants, whether the teachers would accept the extra load, and that it he
only a trial season.” But when the high school enrolment almost doubled tg
73 students, the Board again questioned whether it should continue with
Grade IX as a measure to control the high school enrolment. It continued for
a few years, but under the unwritten rule that the maximum high school
enrolment be limited to a ratio of one high school student for every two
Bible school students. The grade 1X class discontinued after the 1964\65
school year and did not resume until 1993,

Mo High school students graduated with Grade X1 standing till 1964, At
that time the faculty recommended to the SBI Board that Grade X1
graduation be dropped in favor of a Grade XI1 graduation, (Faculty Report
to the SBI Board, 9 June 1964, 1.)

u1 |, Board Minutes of 12 February 1963. The recommendation was that
the maximum high school enrolment be in a ratio of one high schoal
student to every two Bible school students.

uz - Minutes of Society Meeting, 20 February 1942, 1. At the time about
60 percent of the students came from the MB and EMB congregations; the
other 40 percent from other churches in Steinbach.

w1 Timothy 4:8 (KIV).

14 1n lee Bartel's estimation, the music/chapel is “an excellent
building; certainly one of the best acoustical recital halls in Manitoba,
without a doubt.”

us  lee Bartel, recorded interview with the author, 14 December 1995,
now recorded in notes p. 9.

Chapter Four

! .. The Winkler Bible School, founded in 1925, became one of the
“models” for Bible schooi curricula. It was patterned on the first Mennonite
Bible school in Russia, founded in 1918 at Tschongraw. This school’s
curriculum was in turn patterned somewhat after that of the German
Baptist Seminary in Hamburg which Johann G. Wiens, a Winkler teacher,
had attended. See John A. Toews, A History of the Mennonife Brethren
Church. Pilgrims and Pioneers. A. 1. Klassen, ed. {Fresno: Board of Christian
Literature, 1975}, 113-114.

2 .. ETTA is a Wheaton, lllinois-based agency founded in 1930.
3 .. Society minutes, 4 June 1937.

¢ .. “Concerning E.TT.A." Vacation Bible School: A Current Approach to
a Proven Program (Wheaton: ETTA, 1977), inside back cover.
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s ..John B. Toews, “The Russian Mennonite Intellect of the Nineteenth
century,” P M. Fitesen & his History: Understanding Mennonite Brethren
Beginnings. No. 2, Perspectives on Mennonite Life and Thought. Abraham
eriesen, ed., {Fresno: Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies, 1979), 24.

6 .. Toews, 24. Toews argues that first, Mennonites, like other Germans
in Russia, “viewed themselves as a kind of diaspora looking towards their
German homeland . . . for the sustenance of their identity” and second, they
assumed “that in a social, economic, and cultural sense the surrounding
slavic world was inferior to the Mennonite-German heritage and could add
little or nothing to it.”

7 .. The 1940 Prospectus lists twenty-six of the courses in its three-year
program in German and fourteen in English. If one can assume that
subjects listed in German would also be taught in that language, then 65
percent were taught in German and 35 percent in English during the
school’s fourth year of operation.

s .. Author's interview with Alvin Janz, 20 February 1996.

E .. Doreen {Reimer) Peters, notes of an interview conducted with her
father, Ben D. Reimer, shortly before his passing, 1 Septernber 1994.

w  Author's interview with former SBI Board member A. D. Penner, 12
September 1995.

1. Doreen {Reimer) Peters, interview notes.
12 Author’s interview with A. D. Penner, 12 September 1995.
13 Bible school minutes for the years 1943-53 have not been located.

Steinbach MB Church minutes for 1943-45, presumably taken by Jacob N.
wittenberg, appear o have been cut out of the notebooks which contain
other church minutes of that era.

1A list of Society members in 1936-37 has 50 individuals, including
9 women. The Society contains a mix of Russlaender {38?) and Kanadier
{12?), at least 14 Kleine Gemeinde, 17 EMB, 10 MB and several Holdeman
and General Conference Mennonites. List provided by Geo. H. Enns, 24 June
1996.

3, Personal correspondence from Mrs. Martha Baerg, 16 May 1995.

1 Because many Mennonite men in feadership in the 40s and 50s had
the same surnames, not to mention given names, they often used initials to
distinguish between and among themselves.

v The church, which had peaked at 306 members in 1940, lost 70
mermbers with this split.

18, This was a large Quonset hut constructed by the Steinbach business
community around 1942, 1t was built for large gatherings that could not be
accommodated in other town buildings. Political meetings, evangelistic
crusades, and song festivals were conducted in this 60' X 100" facility which
could seat at least 1000 people. It was located at the corner of Second
Street and Barkman Avenue. The building was in use for about 18 years,
then demolished.

1 Doreen {Reimer) Peters, interview notes.
2, Doreen (Reimer) Peters, interview notes.

2 Harvey Plett, “Looking Upward and Forward,” SBI Bulletin, July
1966, 4.

2 Statistics on SBI missionaries {1953-67). The first number in the
"net* column equals the total number of missionaries. Then are subtracted
the spouses who have not studied at SBC.

Yearbook | Couples | Singles NET
1953 16 10 42-8 = 34
1954 18 12 48-10=38
1955 17 12 46-8=42
1956 16 16 48-10=38
1957 20 14 54-11=43
1958 25 15 65-15=50
1959 32 9 73-14=59
1960 35 11 81-17=64
1961 40 17 97-20=77
1962 42 18 102-22=280
1963 46 16 108-22=86
1964 48 22 118-12=106
1965 37 19 93-13=80
1966 35 21 91-13=78
1967 42 24 108-18=90

| This description was given in the life story of Mr. Reimer presented
by several of his children at his funeral service at the Steinbach EMC, 4
September 1994.

% Students who attended these seminars point out that it was
Reimer's concern and compassion for the poor with large families which
prompted him to conduct such meetings. He instructed both men and
wormen but not in mixed audiences. Instead, it was “women only” and
“men only.” The planning approach emphasized was the rhythm method.

% From notes supplied by Doreen {Reimer) Peters based on an
interview she had with her father, Ben D. Reimer.

%, The Star, 1954, 8.

Z  personal note to the author by Gladwin Plett, SBI graduate of 1953.
# , SBI Board Minutes, 10 March 1964, 2. This can also be verified from
the response the Board made to Refmer’s resignation in a letter dated 20
March 1964.

% The Board considered it a well-deserved sabbatical with two-thirds
salary for 10 months {The Executive had recommended it be for 16 months).

% SBIBoard minutes, 14 September 1965. A previous 6-week trip to
Paraguay was in September and October of 1965 when the school graciously
lent him to the EMCs “to attend to important matters in the Mission.”

3, SBI Board minutes, 14 Fepruary 1967.

. The Servani, Sept-Oct 1983, 4.

3 . The interdenominational evangelical school was initially located in

winnipeg but lafer moved to Otterburne, Manitoba. In 1990 it was renamed
Providence College and Seminary.

. Doreen Klassen interview with Harvey Plett, 24 June 1996.
% Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.
%, Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.
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7 Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.
® . Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.
s Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.
o  Kiassen interview with Harvey Plett.
a  Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.

2 Author’s recorded interview with Harvey Plett, 26 March 1996.
s, Author’s interview with Ben Friesen.

4 Doreen Klassen interview with Harvey Plett.

s .. The Star, 1949, 12.

% Doreen Klassen interview with Ben Eidse, 4 June 1996.

7 Steinbach Bible College 1986-87 Catalogue, 6.

% lee Bartel was invited to become the head of the Music Education
program at the University of Toronto in the fall of 1988.

©  Jack Heppner, Search for Renewal: The Story of the Rudnerweider/
Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference, 1937-1987 (Winnipeg: EMMC,
1987); Doreen Klassen, Singing Mennonite: Low German Songs of the
Mennonifes of Manifoba (Winnipeg: University of Manitoba Press, 1989).

5o, Doreen Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.
st Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.
52, Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.
55, Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.
s« Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.
55, Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.
6, Klassen interview with Ben Eidse.

57, Mr Janzen was hired by the SBC Board on December 1, 1989, but
began work on April 1, 1990.

s . Author's written interview with Martha Hiebert, 1 April 1996.

5. Martha Hiebert, interview with author.

8 Doreen Klassen interview with Stan Plett, 3 July 1996.

& Klassen interview with Stan Piett.

&2, Klassen interview with Stan Plett.

& Klassen interview with Stan Plett.

8 This office combined the functioning of public relations and
fundraising.

s The High School principal represents the interest of the High School
in the Administrative Committee.




6 Jack Heppner, “In Pursuit of Excellence” Self-Study Report of
Steinbach Bible College, 1990, 16.

& . Minutes of the Administrative Cornmittee, September 3, 1975.

& . Minutes of the Administrative Committee, September 3, 1975. A
weelk later, however, this minute was corrected: “The business manager
presents the complete budget to the Administrative Committee and here it
receives approval before going [sic] to the board for finalization.”

6 Steinpach Post, 6 December 1939, 5.

7o Steinbach Post, 30 September 1942, 5.

7 steinbach Bible Academy Catalog, 1947-48, 2. Archie Penner,
however, has indicated that at that time the position was rather loosely
defined, and that Ben D. Reimer and he shared the responsibilities.

72 TheStar, 1954, 10.

73 Jack Heppner became part-time Registrar while Harvey Plett served
as Academic Dean for four years (1983-87). Jack Heppner succeeded
Harvey for four years (1987-91), then Stan Plett (1991-93) and again Jack
Heppner (1993-96) served in the office of Academic Dean, Harvey Plett
then served as interim Dean for ane year (1996-97).

7 SBA Bulletin, Volume 2 Number 2, April-May-June, 1947, 1.

7 . The Bond, Volume 2, Number 2, Summer 1955, 5. Later the dean's
suite became the staff lounge.

% SBC Faculty & Staff Handbook, 1994-95, Gen-6-2.
7 SBI Board Minutes, 12 February 1963.
% President’s Report, June, 1968. “Our most desperate need is the

dean of men and dean of women.” SBI Board Minutes, 8 April 1971, “Dean
of men and dean of women are badly needed.”

% . Proctors are assistants to the dean who inform them of what is
going on in the dorms.

®  Edwin Pletts were house parents for the men.

& Ben Fidse, President's Report to the Constituent Churches, 28 June
1985.

&2 President’s Report, 24 September 1987.

& . The Main Building was constructed in 1955 and the Student
Residence in 1961. But in the intervening years two white houses and ten
trailers as well as a few other buildings were moved on to campus.

8 There was No business administrator during the years 1966-68,
1970-71, 1875-76, and 1985-86.

& .. SBI Board minutes, 10 November 1964. The three members
contacted were Wilmar Fast from the Emmanuel Church, Ralph Guenther
from the EMB Church, and Henry Dueck from the EMC.

&%  SBI Board minutes, 27 November 1987,

&  President’s report, 30 September 1985

8 SBIBoard minutes, 23 January 1986,11.

8 seeendnote #57.

s SBCBoard minutes, 14 October 1994, 1.

o Principal’s annual report to the Board 26 June 1965.

% Thisis the 1995 membership.

3 TheStar, 1974, p.17.

sa  President’s report to the Board 13 June 1974.

s SBC Board minutes, 17 January 1986.

% SBCBoard Minutes, 25 March 1988,

7 There were several music groups including The Chorale, Children of
Light, Free Servant, and The Bugle Boyz; there were several drama teams
called New Creation.

s Thisincludes financial appeals in order to meet annual budgetary
requirements, 1t also includes appeals for long term support by means of
bequests. free of inferest loans, endowments, efc.

% Fundraising objectives are designed to help the President solicit
funds from a variety of sources. A recent addition is the Partners Program
comprised of supporters who have a special interest in the school and who
contribute $1,000 or more annually for the operation of the college.

1  Operational Plan of the SBC Community Relations & Development
Departrnent, 1995-96, 7.

101 These numbers include the High School and College.

Chapter Five

i .. Lee Bartel, "A College Looks Forward: A Self-Study of Steinbach
Bible College” (Steinbach: Steinbach Bible College, 1987}, 1.

2 . There is, however, an exception, When the high school was
reintroduced in 1953, the name Steinbach Bible Academy was changed fo
steinbach Bible Institute, but the name change did not mark a change in
curriculum, Rather, it was the name selected to better reflect what the
constituency understood about the kind of training that takes place in
institutions bearing that name.

3 .. This is the English translation of the German “Die Steinbach
Bibelschule,” the school’s original name.

a . The name Arrlerican Association of Bible Colleges was changed to
Accrediting Association of Bible Colteges in 1995 to better reflect the nature
of the organization while still keeping the acronym by which it has been
known in its fifty-year history.

3 .. Steinbach Bible School Prospectus, 1944-45, 3. This is a general
statement of what the school had established previously, because the same
aim is spelled out in an ad in the Steinbach Post, 16 October 1940.

5 .. This was done a number of times, clearly in 1959.
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7 . tn view of a difference in understanding of “mission” between
Baerg and Reimer, the fact that an ad spelling out that aim appearing in
the Steinbach Postin 1940 [even before Reimer came on staff] indicates
that Baerg was not against missions even as Reimer was not against
Sunday schools. 1t may have been more a matter of emphasis.

8 . SBI Board minutes, 30 November 1959, 2. Principal Ben D. Reimer
was giving his report to the Board.

9 .. The Steinbach Post, 16 October 1940. Under ‘Objectives and Goal’
in an ad “Die Steinbach Bibleschule.”

1 SBI Prospectis1944-45, 3.

u _ chrstlicher Familienfreund, 2.4 (April 1936), 3-4. The decision to
begin Sunday school classes in the Steinbach Kleine Gemeinde (EMC) was
made at a meeting on 30 December 1925, of some 15 brethren, including
the ministers, Klaas R. Friesen and Peter B. Kroeker. Gerhard G. Kornelsen,
Jacob R. Barkman, and Klaas J. B. Reimer formed the first committee to
spearhead this new venture. Two years later (1928) Sunday school started
in the Kleefeld Kleine Gerneinde; in 1932 the same happened in the
Blumenort congregation, in 1934 a Sunday school class began in the Ekron
school: and on 19 January 1936 one was started in the Ridgewood school,
2 Bible School Society minutes, 4 June 1937.

1 letter from the ETTA, 14 December 1937.

% Society Committee minutes, 27 January 1938, 1. .

5 Ininterviews with graduates, the author learned that 1970 was the
last year in which they received the ETTA diploma.

15 Bible School Society Constitution, Article 1I, 1937.
7o, 1944-45 Prospectus, 5.

8 Sfeinbach Post 13 September 1944, 5.

1 Spciety minutes, 19 February 1938.

n | Steinbach Post 16 October 1940, 8.

a2 “Class Report,” The Sfar{1949), 10.

2 “Class Report,” The Sfar{1949), 10.

»  literally, “Peter Huebert chases the chickens over the hill into the
hen house.”

% Wittenberg suffered from leukemia and passed away 21 June 1956.

(7he Bond, July-August, 1956).
»  Society meeting minutes, 18 March 1939.
% letter to author from Martha Baerg, 16 May 1995.

2 Faculty minutes, 14 April 1961, quoted in Stan Plett’s paper
“History of Academic Planning, Steinbach Bible College 1964-91," 2.

% Archie Penner, letter to the SBI Curriculum Committee, dated 13
February 1962, Amang the twelve pieces of advice to the committee
members, he urges them to define their goals much more clearly, to
formulate concrete rules and principles for facuity in terms of students’




assignments and grading (not to be afraid of giving an ‘F'), fo grant
certificates for work done and sealed diplomas upon completion, to
lengthen the school year to eight months, and to begin screening students
{admit them no sooner than seventeen years of age).

% SBIBoard minutes, 6 September 1960.

» , Faculty minutes, 8 September 1961, quoted in Stan Plett’s paper
“History of Academic Planning, Steinbach Bibie College 1964-91," 2.

3, SBIBoard minutes, 5 March 1962. The other areas were curriculum,
finance, public relations, personnel, and building and grounds.

2 SBIminutes, 2 January 1962, 1.

3 .. SBlminutes, 5 March 1962, 1.

s Minutes of the Curriculum Workshop, 28 December 1962.
5 . Administrator’s Report to the Board, 1963-64.

3, Stan Plett, “History of Academic Planning Steinbach Bible College
1964-1991", 3.

% .. Faculty minutes, 6 March 1965.
% ., President’s Report to the Constituent Churches, 1966-67
%, The Bond, January-March, 1970, 2.

©  Report of the Study Committee on the Status of the Steinbach Bible
institute.

4 . From the very beginning, the institution has been resolutely
Anabaptist (Mennonite). In fact, to becorrie a member of the Society it was
required that the individual belong to @ Mennonite church. By the fourth
year of operation, Mennonite Catechism and Mennonite History were
included among the courses. All presidents of the school have been
staunchly Anabaptist in orientation.

% .. Annual SBI Report 1975-76.
% . SBIBoard minutes, October 21, 1976.

“ . SBIBoard minutes, 20 January 1977.

% Ben Hoeppner, telephone conversation with the author, 8 August 1996.

., President's Report to the Board, 21 April 1977.
4, President’s Annual Report to the Board, 1976-77.
%, SBIBoard minutes, 18 January 1979.

% . The Board appointed a committee to investigate accreditation early
in 1962, Many students were asking about accreditation in January 1963.
In August 1964, C. Wilbert Loewen was instructed to write a letter initiating
steps toward accreditation. Faculty pushed as well. A year later Archie
Penner said, “Accreditation should be actively and immediately sought,”
and suggested names for a committee to do a self-study. In the spring of
1967 when the library holdings had reached a total of 5,000, President
Harvey Plett pushed, saying, “The school is now ready to study more
closely affiliation with AABC. We are planning to complete the self-study
begun a little over a year ago.”

% .. SBI Board minutes, 18 January 1979, 3.

St . President’s Report fo the Board, 24 November 1979,
%2 .. SBI Board minutes, 18 January 1979.

5 .. President’s Report to the SBC Board, 18 June 1981, 2.

. This was the Academic Dean’s statement included in the President’s
Report to the SBC Board, 15 March 1984, 2.

%5 .. President’s Report to the SBI Board, 22 March 1985

% Report of the Evaluation Ad Hoc Committee to the SBC Board of
Directors, 28 June 1985, 1.

7 .. Ben Eidse, Letter to AABC, 27 September 1985, 3.

8 .. SBCBoard minutes, 18 November 1985.

% SBCBoard minutes, 17 January 1986.

.. SBCBoard minutes, 20 March 1987.

8. . President’s Report to the Board, 19 June 1987, 13.

2 .. SBC Board minutes, 25 March 1988.

83 . William Wilson, “Consultation Report,” 22 April 1988, 6.

&4 . This core consisted of a reqmred six hours of Bible Survey courses,
nine hours of Systematic Theology, nine hours of Old Testament, plus fifteen
hours of New Testament book studies. The General Education requirements
were also identical in each major, except that Homiletics was added to the
Pastoral Studies major.

5 .. President's Report to the SBC Board, 23 June 1989.
% ., Academic Dean's Report/Visions to the faculty, 31 August 1989.
& . President’s Report to the SBC Board, 12 June 1992, 4.

8, Gerald Wright, Steinbach--Is there any place like it7 {Steinbach:
Derksen Printers, 1991}, 133.

8 . David Voth, author’s interview, 4 April 1996.
7 .. The Bond, 1.1, {January - March 1954), 3.

o The Servant, 1X.4, {March-April 1986), 6.

0 Bibelschul uns lieb und wert

Du hast uns manche Freud’ beschert

Wir durften Jesum Christum schau’n

Er fuehrte uns auf gruene Au'n
Du bist ‘ne Quell, dran labet sich
Die Seele die von Dursten spricht
Da wird gestillt das sehnend Herz
Das dich erwaehlt im Marterschmerz

Wir konnten mit Geschwistern lieb

Die jedes Jahr der Herr und gibt

In inniger Gemeinschalt steh'n

Und zu 1hm in Gebete fleh'n
0 Steinbach Bibelschul so wert
Viel gutes has du uns gelehrt
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Viel Segen hast du uns beschert
Dafuer sei Gott, der Herr, geehrt.

2., Author’s telephone interview with Margaret Wiebe Sorenson, 13
May 1996.
3. Author’s telephone conversation with Henry Hiebert, 9 August

1996. Hiebert auditioned the first group, the Chorale.
7, Jake Klassen, notes prepared for the 1991 AABC self-study.
75, Personal interview with the author.

76 . A person who has been awarded an ARCT degree is an Associate of

the Royal Conservatory of Music of Toronto. This music degree is obtainable

for either instrumental or voice.

7 . Recorded interview with Marvin Thiessen. Marvin was a voice
student of Dugard and sang in the Sacred Music Society directed by
Dugard.

7, George Dugard, “An Appreciation of Music,” 7he Star(1957), 12.
.Whither,” The Star{1958),

7 .. George Dugard, “Music. .. Whence. .

15.

& . The Siar, 1956, 13.

81 . Jake Klassen, notes prepared for the 1991 AABC self-study, 5.

8 Ben Friesen, personal interview with the author.

8 leeRoy Bartel, personal interview with author, 14 December 1995.

8 This'is a choir composed of SBC choirs and ensembles joined by
singers from the community.

8 ., During Rudy’s sabbatical, Doreen Kiassen served as chair of the
Music department.

8 .. SBCYearbook, 1984-85, 4.

& .. The Star, 1954, 37.

8 Ed Reimer, note to author.

8 SBC Board minutes, 12 May 1964, #6.

% Telephone interview with Beryl {Giesbrecht) Brandt, 29 November
1996. The exact date of that visit by The Covenant Players cannot be

determined. 1t happened during Beryl's second year at College, which was
Garry Koop's first year.

o “Manitobans” spelled backwards.
% Beryl Giesbrecht Brandt, in a telephone conversation with the
author 18 August 1996.

% . The student spearheaders for drama credit included Lyndon Berg,
Lyndon Olfert, Tony Wolfe, Connie Dueck, Liz Neufeld, Paula Friesen,
Darlene Doell, Susan Friesen, Lori Loewen, Angi Plett, Beryl Giesbrecht,
Jake Ginter, Heather Plett, Rhonda Letkeman, and Greg Fehr.

4, 1985-86 SBC yearbook, 18.




%, 1986-87 SBC yearbook, 15.

%, The Starwas the official name of the yearbook of the institution
until 1977.

7 . TheStar, 1947,12,

% .. TheStar, 1947,17.

% -The Star, 1951, 38.

wo - 7he Star, 1952, 30.

o This is a medical term denoting “a physical therapy method used in
treating children and adults with brain damage. The patient is guided
through movements such as creeping and crawling, based on the theory
that undamaged sections of the brain will develop the ability to perform
these functions.” {Taber's Cyclopedia Medical Dictionary, 1340.)

02 Report to the Constituent Churches 1969-70.

03 President’s Report to the SBI Board, 11 February 1971.

4 President’s Report to the SBC Board, 21 January 1984.

05 Gary Matson, AABC Evaluation Team Report, 22-24 April 1987.
s Faculty minutes, 30 August 1990.

17 The Steinbach Bible School Register, list of students for 1940-41.
w8 TheStar, 1947, 18.

s The Star, 1947, 18.

uo . SBI Board minutes, 30 November 1959.

m | SBI Board minutes, 28 March 1960.

uz 10196061, 183 students were enrolled during Semester 1 and 201
in Semester 11,

s The Star, 1952, 38, identifies Doreen Reimer and Dora Friesen, and
The Star(1953), 40, mentions Peter Dueck {who was a teacher and a
student) and Eva Pleft as student assistants in the library.

i Ben Hoeppner, telephone interview with author, 16 August 1996.
us . SBI Board minutes, 28 March 1960.

s SBI Board minutes, 10 December 1963,

17 Ben Hoeppner, librarfan, The Annual Report, 1963-64.

ns | president’s 1966-67 Annual Report to the Board.

s There is no record of who the librarians were for 1971-72 and for
1972-73,

20 Ben Hoeppner, “Pros and Cons of Accreditation of the SBI,” paper
presented at a curriculum workshop, 28 December 1962.

2L Harvey Plett, SBI Annual Report, 1978-79.

2 “Concerning E.TT.A.,” Vacation Bible School: A Current Approach to
a Proven Program (Wheaton: ETTA, 1977), inside cover.

23 Minutes of the curriculum workshop, 28 December 1962.
24 SBI Board minutes, 8 October 1963

125 Penner’s lefter to the SB1 Executive Board, 9 June 1965.
26 SBI Board minutes, 27 December 1965.

%7 SBI Board minutes, 14 December 1967.

28 Report of the Chairman of the Presidential Committee to the Board
of Directors, 31 January 1966.

29 The President’s Annual Report to the SBI Board, 1966-67.

B30 President’s Report to the SBI Board, 17 November 1977, 3.

1L SBI Board minutes, 21 June 1979.

B2 There were three concerns barring the way to accreditation: 1) the
constitution needed to be revised; 2) the school was looking for a new
president; and 3) the operating deficit was too large. {President’s Report to
the Board, September 1982).

B3 Gary Matson, Consultation Report, August 1, 1984, 1.

B4 SBC Board minutes, 28 June 1985.

Bs . Ppresident's Report to the SBC Board, 27 September 1985.

Bs | The Servant, 15.2 (Winter 1992), 5.

Chapter Six
! .. Ben Eidse, “The Influence of SBC on My Life,” 7he Servant, Vol IX
Number 3, January-February, 1986, 8.

2 .. John Knight, “Day of Prayer,” The Servant, Vol X1l Number 2,
November-December, 1988, 3.

3 .. President’s Report to the SBI Board, 4 October 1979, 2.

4 .. SBI Facuity minutes, 12 November 1963, 1.

g .. The Star, 1965, 53. “From October 13 through the 15th Deeper Life
Services were held in the SBI auditorium. Rev. O Hendrix, representing the
Far Eastern Crusade, and Rev. Cliff Ratzlaff, missionary to Southern
Rhodesia, were the guest speakers for the chapel services and special
afternoon sessions.”

8 .. President’s Report to the SBI Board, 4 October 1979, 2.

7 .. Mention is still made of deeper life meetings in 7he Servant, Vol Xl
Number 1, September-October 1988, 4. :

8 .. Although in the Steinbach Mennonite Brethren Church a Harvest

Thanksgiving Festival and Missions Sunday was already an annual event,
common in Mennonite Brethren circles, 1t was a practice started by the first
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MB Church founded at Winkler in 1888. [from the author’s telephone
conversation with William Neufeld, 9 July 1996] .

¢ .. see chapter four, endnote #18.

o SBIBoard minutes, 14 March 1955.

n SB1Board minutes, 20 February 1956.

12 president’s Report to the SBI Board, 14 May 1970, 1.
13 president’s Report to the SBI Board, 8 April 1971, 1.
1 president's Report to the SBI Board, 17 April 1969, 1.
15 President’s Report to the SBI Board, 21 April 1977, 1.
1% In 1996 regular classes began January 2, so the course Theological
Foundations of Anabaptism by Dr. Archie Penner was not taught in an
interim week. Instead, it was offered in the evenings of that week as a
course for the Center for Anabaptist Studies designed for post graduate
students. [n 1997 the same format will be followed except that regular
College courses will be offered.

7 Minutes of the SBC Leadership/Tri-Conference Ministerial meeting, 6
April 1990.

18 The Servant. Vol Vit Number 3, January-February 1984, 7.
18 College faculty minutes No. 10, 6 December 1989, 1.

2 Minutes of the SBC Leadership/Tri-Conference Ministerial Meeting, 6
April 1990,

2 (College faculty minutes, 20 March 1991, 1.

2 president’s Report to the SBC Board, 21 April 1991, 2.
2 (College faculty minutes, 7 April 1993, 2.

24 (ollege faculty minutes, 25 May 1993, 2.

25 Pproposal “Youth Alive Thoughts” by the Public Relations Committee,
20 February 1995.

2 (. W. Loewen, Administrator's Report to the SBI Board, 10 March
1064.

27 SB1Board minutes, 14 April 1964.

#  The Bond, January-March, 1974.

2 Harvey Plett, President’s Report to the SB1 Board, 20 May 1976.
30 Harvey Plett, President’s Report to the SBI Board, 21 April 1977.
3t n Touch, Fall 1995, Vol. 2 Number 2, 1.

32 SBI Board minutes, 28 March 1960. Menno Hamm recalls that
there were unofficial “tours” much earlier, though likely not as well
organized. For example, in 1952 a male quartet accompanied Ben D.
Reimer for several months, assisting in his meetings and DVBS in

Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He further recalls, “If | am not mistaken we
received free schooling the following year in exchange for our services.”




3, The Star, 1961, “A Cappella Choir.” (No page numbers available)
4, SBI Board minutes, 13 April 1961.
5, SBI Board minutes, 5 March 1962, 2.

5, Drama s listed for the first time under the course 7he Church and
the Fine Artsin the 1989-91 College catalog, 30.

3 .. The Servant Vol IV Number 2, November-December, 1980, 4.
8, The Servant, December-January, 1979, 3.

9, Gladwin Plett, personal letter to the Alumni Coordinator.

“© . TheStar,1947,18.

a  Thiswas verified by consulting the record of marks file to determine
the final year in which Prayer as a course was offered {1976) and when it

was included under Spiritual Life (1977).

a2, Ben Hoeppner, in a telephone conversation with the author, 11 July
1996.

¢, TheStar, 1957,42.

@ “Day of Prayer,” The Siar, 1963.

. The Servant Vol VIl Number 2, November-December 1983, 7.
% . College faculty minutes, 7 November 1983, 1.

4 . The Servant, Vol VIIl Number 2, November-December 1984, 6.
% The Servant, Vol X Number 2, November-December 1986, 5.
4% . (College faculty minutes, 11 February 1987, 1.

0 Harvey Plett, President’s Report o the SB1 Board, 12 October 1967,

st Staff & faculty Meeting No. 1, 4 September 1984, 2.

sz, The Bond, October-December, 1976, 5. “After an intermission of a
few years the staff again had a retreat at Star Lake. 1t was a very enjoyable
time of relaxing, fellowship, and challenge. Rev Alvin Stouffer of the
Emmanuel Evangelical Free Church in Steinbach served as speaker.”

> .. President’s Report to the SBC Board, 17 September 1982, 1.
54, SBC Board minutes, 25 January 1985, 3.

55, SBC Board minutes, 22 March 1985,3.

% . .. President's Report to the SBC Board, 30 September 1985, 2.

7, College facully minutes, 27 May 1987, 2 and 16 Septernber 1987, 1.
% College faculty minutes, 16 September 1987, 1.

¢ College faculty minutes, 29 August 1989, 3.

% Coliege faculty minutes, 20 August 1991, 3.

& Aname given {0 a tabie football game.

% This was a substitute or back-up for a cancer patient who was to
give his testimony, but who could not come because of his illness.
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% . The Star, 1954, 31.
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75, SBI Board minutes, 28 March 1960.

76, SBIBoard minutes, 14 March 1960.

7., A College Looks Forward: A Self-Study of Steinbach Bible College,
{January, 1987}, 97. "At times some students spend too much time in
extra-curricular activities.”

78, Wheaton Times, Vol. XXI No. 43, Thursday, October 24, 1985. This
was a comment Graham made in an address in Edman Chapel at which the
author, then a student at the Wheaton Graduate School, was present.

79 Ecclesiastes 3:1.

Chapter Seven

1 .. Henry Hiebert, Annual Report, 12 May 1962, “Alumni Association of
the SBI Report.” and Evelina Reimer, “The Alumni Association,” 7he Star,
1957, 36.

2 .. Annual business meeting minutes, 28 March 1964,

3 .. Revised Constitution of the Steinbach Bible College Alumni
Association, 19 Article I1, Section | [Active Members], #1 and 2.

4 .. Minutes of the annual homecoming business meeting, 26 June
1976.

5 .. Alumni annual business meeting, 4 April 1970.
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6 .. This is the affirmation made by Harvey Plett in a personal
conversation with him on 29 May 1996. The minutes of the April 1970
business meeting list three options: (1) Recommend that only Christian
students be graduated; (2) Change our constitution to admit only Christian
members to the Alumni; (3) Admit non-Christians to become part of the
Alumni, However, no decision was recorded.

The minutes make the following observation: “With the expansion of
the high school there is always a certain proportion of applicants who are
not Christians. This raises the question of what to do with Grade 12 students
who qualify for graduation academically but are not Christians. Should only
Christians [sic] students be accepted? Should non-Christians be accepted
but not graduated? Should non-Christians be graduated?”

7 .. 1963-64 Alumni Executive Report by President Al Hiebert.

8 .. Letter to alumni members, 19 March 1964.

¢ .. Alumni Executive meeting minutes, 21 September 1967.

1 Alumni Executive meeting minutes, 20 May 1968.

-, Alumni Executive meeting minutes, 12 August 1968.

2 A place like Steinbach, Manitoba fared much better than Burns

Lake, B.C. Ben Friesen had been asked to organize a chapter there on one
of his Public Relations trips. Upon his return he reported that in Burns Lake
“members were too mobile” and that “there was no value in forming a
chapter when this was the case.” He reported that “the fellowship was
good, but not too many were present; too few members to organize.”

1, Business meeting minutes at the Homecoming on 21 June 1973,
p.1.

¥ Business meeting minutes at the Homecoming on 21 June 1973,
p.2.

s Minutes of Alumni Homecoming business meeting, 26 June 1976,
p.2.

% - The Servant, Vol XV1 #3, Summer 1993, p.12.
v Steinbach Alumni chapter meeting, 19 September 1965.

i Doreen {Reimer) Peters {'54), “Home Again,” 7he Bond, Vol. V
Number 6, March-April, 1959.

1 This number is an educated “guesstimate” and includes the high
school enrolment. In 1984 there were about 4000 members, Alumni
executive minutes, September 27, 1984, 2.

»  Prior to 1978, graduations included graduates from both high
school and Bible Institute.







TrAINING SERVANT LEadErs: A History of Steinbach Bible College
. |‘
SBC Faculties Year College High School Appendix Two 1
1950-51 Ben D. Reimer Isaac J. Warkentin
Year College High School Jacob N. Wittenberg
C. Wilbert Loewen
1936-37 John G, Baerg Archie Penner
John S, Guenther 1951-52 Ben D. Reimer
1937-38 John G. Baerg Jacob N. Wittenberg
John S. Guenther Archie Penner ;
Jacob N. Wittenberg C. Wilbert Loewen Facu Lries an d
1038-30 John G, Baerg 1952-53 Ben D. Reimer Cornelius B, Buhler SuppoRT Staff i
John S. Guenther Jacob N. Wittenberg (spring term) ‘
Jacob N. Wittenberg Archie Penner :
1939-40 John G, Baerg 1da Twining i
Iohn S. Guenther George Dugard {School Chorus) i
1. N. Wittenberg Peter Dueck (English) |
Henry P Fast 1953-54 Ben D. Reimer Cornelius B. Buhler '
1940-41 John G, Baerg SBI Jacob N, Wittenberg Menno Hamm ’
1. N, Wittenberg Archie Penner (1st)
Henry P. Fast George Dugard -
1941-42 John G, Baerg Henry G. Rempel i
1. N. Wittenberg Mary Loewen ;
Henry P Fast Peter Dueck (Eng) ;
1942-43 Iohn G. Baerg 1954-55 Ben D. Reimer Menno Hamm
1. N. Wittenberg Jacob N. Wittenberg Edward Reimer
Henry P, Fast Archie Penner Clifford Reimer :
1943-44 John G. Baerg : H. G. Rempel Elizabeth Giesbrecht |
1. N. Wittenberg Ben Hoeppner .
Ben D. Reimer ) Mary Loewen
1944-45 Ben D. Reimer lda Twining |
J. N. Wittenberg (P} George Dugard :
1945-46 Ben D. Reimer 1955-56 Ben D. Reimer Menno Hamm 3
1. N. Wittenberg Jacob N, Wittenberg Edward Reimer !
Archie Penner Archie Penner Clifford Reimer |
1946-47 Ben D. Reimer H. G. Rempel Elizabeth Giesbrecht .
Jacob N. Wittenberg Ben Hoeppner C
George S. Rempel Mary Hoeppner |
Archie Penner George Dugard i
1947-48 Ben D. Reimer John Peters 1956-57 Ben D. Reimer Menno Hamm |
Jacob N. Wittenberg Archie Penner Edward Reimer A
George S. Rempel H. G. Rempel Clifford Reimer |
Archie Penner Ben Hoeppner Elizabeth Giesbrecht
P, Gerbrandt Mary Hoeppner |
1948-49 Ben D. Reimer G. H. Peters George Dugard ‘
SBA Jacob N. Wittenberg 1. G. Toews Henry Hiebert |
Nettie Kroeker Aramand Dufault Dr. 1. B, Dick (First aid) j
P Gerbrandt 1957-58 Ben D. Reimer Menno Hamm
Dr. M. R. Hodgson (First Aid) Archie Penner Clifford Reimer
Henry Kehler (First Aid) H. G. Rempe] Elizabeth Giesbrecht
Elsie Loewen (nurse) Ben Hoeppner ;
1949-50 Ben D. Reimer David E Siemens Mary Hoeppner f
Jacob N. Wittenberg Esther Siemens George Dugard Pl
1. C. Schmidt Sam Epp |
Ida Twining : Ben Eidse |
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Year
1958-59

1959-60

1960-61

1961-62

1962-63

1963-64

1964-65

Appendix Two

College

Ben D. Reimer
Archie Penner

H. G. Rempel

Ben Hoeppner
Mary Loewen
George Dugard
Sam Epp

Ben D. Reimer
Archie Penner

H. G. Rempel

Ben Hoeppner
Mary Loewen
Henry Hiebert
Sam Epp

Cornie Loewen {Spanish)
Ben D. Reimer
Ben Eidse

Archie Penner

H. G. Rempel

Ben Hoeppner
Henry Hiebert
Sam Epp

Peter Martens (pt)
Dr, Victor Dick {pt)
Norman Friesen (pt)
Ben D. Reimer
Ben Eidse

Ben Hoeppner
Henry Hiebert
Mary Loewen (pt)
Mary Klassen (pt)
Sam Epp (pt)

Dr, Henry Hildebrand (pt)
Ben D. Reimer
Ben Hoeppner
Henry Hiebert
Ben Eidse

Mary Loewen
Harvey Plett

Sam Epp

Ben D. Reimer
Ben Hoeppner
Henry Hiebert
Harvey Plett

Sam Epp

C. Wilbert Loewen
Dr. John Dick (pt)
Archie Penner (2 wk course)
Ben D. Reimer
Ben Hoeppner
Henry Hiebert
Harvey Plett

High School

Menno Hamm
Edward Reimer
Elizabeth Giesbrecht
Agnes Lutke

John Kornelsen
Jake Heinrichs

Edward Reimer
Doreen Reimer
John Kornelsen
1. 1. Warkentin

Edwin Plett

Menno Hamm
Edwin Plett
Lena Dueck

Menno Hamm
Doreen Reimer
Lena Dueck
Gilbert Reimer (pt)

Lena Dueck
Doreen Reimer
Albert Hiebert

Doreen Reimer
Henry Friesen

Al Hiebert

Peter Penner {pt)
Pat Friesen (pt)

Doreen Reimer
lake Peters
Stan Plett
Henry Friesen

Year

1965-66

1966-67

1967-68

1968-69

1969-70

1970-71
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College

C. Wilbert Loewen

Ben D. Reimer

Ben Hoeppner

Harvey Plett

C. Wilbert Loewen

Ben Friesen

Harvey Barkman (pt) French
Abe Bestvater (pt) Typing
Werner Rempel (pt) piano
Ben Hoeppner

Harvey Plett

Neil Friesen

Ben Friesen

Abe Bestvater {pt) Typing
Werner Rempel (pt) piano

Bill Derksen

Ben Hoeppner
Harvey Plett

Neil Friesen

Ben Friesen

Ben Eidse

Edwin Plett
Walter Reimer (pt}

Ben Hoeppner

Bill Derksen

Ben Eidse

Harvey Plett

Neil Friesen

Ben Friesen

Betty Friesen (dean)
Ben Hoeppner

Bill Derksen

Ben W. Sawatsky
Harvey Plett

Neil Friesen

Ben Friesen

Martin Durksen
Helen Friesen {dean)
Harvey Plett’

Ben Hoeppner

Bill Derksen

Ben W. Sawatsky
Neil Friesen

Ben Friesen

Martin Durksen
Gert Giesbrecht {dean)

High School

Edwin Plett

Henry Friesen {dean)
Bill Derksen

Stan Plett

Edwin Plett

Bill Derksen

Edwin Plett

Melvin Friesen
Doreen Reimer
Henry Friesen (pt)
David Voth

Ruth Reimer {pt)
Mary Klassen (pt)
Grace Brown {pt)
Edwin Plett

Melvin Friesen
Menno Kroeker
Mrs. Ted Klassen {pt} piano
Anne Derksen (pt) piano
Grace Brown (pt}
Gert Giesbrecht {pt)
Henry Fast (pt)
Glen Klassen {pt)
Martin Durksen (pt)
Steve Imbach (pt)
Edwin Plett (dean)
Henry Fast

Menno Kroeker
Margaret Neufeld

Edwin Plett {(dean)
Henry Fast

Menno Kroeker
Leonard Barkman

Henry Fast (dean)

Menno Kroeker

Bill Schroeder

Edwin Plett

Harry Enns

Leroy Barkman

Travis Reimer

Mrs. Pete Schroeder {piano)




Year
1971-72

1972-73

1973-74

1974-75

1975-76

1976-77

1977-78

TRAINING SERVANT LEaders: A History of Steinbach Bible College

College

Harvey Plett

Ben Hoeppner

Bill Derksen

Ben Friesen

Martin Durksen

Gert Giesbrecht {dean)
Henry Dyck

Harvey Plett

Ben Hoeppner

Bil} Derksen

Henry Dyck

Ben Friesen

Arden Thiessen

Henry Schroeder (conducting)
Ruth Oommen

Gert Giesbrecht {dean)
Harvey Plett

Ben Hoeppner

Henry Dyck

Arden Thiessen

Ruth Oommen

Gertrude Giesbrecht {dean)
Arden Thiessen

Ben Hoeppner

Ben Eidse

Ruth Oommen

Henry Dyck

John Peters

Gertrude Giesbrecht
Harry Neufeld (pt) choir
Leora Loewen {piano)
Harvey Plett

Arden Thiessen

Ben Hoeppner

Glen Koop

LeeRoy Bartel

Ruth Oommen (pt) voice
Gertrude Giesbrecht (dean)

Harvey Plett

Arden Thiessen

Glen Koop

Ben Hoeppner

Gary Froese

LeeRoy Bartel

Gert Gieshrecht (dean)
Peter Broesky (pt) PR
Harvey Plett

Ben Hoeppner

Glen Koop

Barry Thiessen

High School

Henry Fast (dean)

David Wiebe

Bilt Schroeder

Bill Thiessen

Ron Plett

Mrs. Pete Schroeder (piano)

Henry Fast {dean)
Bill Schroeder

Bill Thiessen

Ron Plett

Mrs. Anne Schroeder
John Janzen

Henry Fast

Bill Thiessen

John Janzen

Mrs. Pete Schroeder (piano)
Mrs, Anne Schroeder (piano)

Henry Fast

Bill Thiessen

John Janzen

Mrs. Anna Schroeder (piano)

Henry Fast

Bill Thiessen

LeRoy Barkman

Corinne Reimer (pt)
Kathy Fehr (pt) piano
Elvira Kroeker (pt) piano
Mrs. Pat Plett (pt) piano
Corinne Reimer (pt)

Tim Reimer (pt) Phys Ed
Henry Fast

LeRoy Barkman
Florence Friesen

Gerald Barkman
Marcella Dueck

Edwin Plett (pt)

Martha Hiebert (pt)
Ernie Klassen (pt)
Henry Fast (dean)
LeRoy Barkman
Florence Friesen

Gerald BarkmanMotilal Patram

Year

1978-79

1979-80

1980-81

1981-82

1982-83
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College

Arden Thiessen
Gertrude Gieshrecht (dean)
Fred Friesen
Jonathan Gonder
Austin Stouffer
LeeRoy Bartel

Gary Froese

Faith Rynders
Judy Levesque
Harvey Plett
Arden Thiessen
Glen Koop

Ben Hoeppner
Barry Thiessen
Gert Giesbrehct (dean)
LeeRoy Bartel
Rudy Schellenberg
Doreen Klassen
Ruth 0ommen
Ruth Enns

Harvey Plett
LeeRoy Bartel
Henry Hiebert

Ben Hoeppner
Doreen Klassen
Glen Koop

Rudy Schellenberg
Arden Thiessen
Barry Thiessen
Gert Giesbrecht (dean)
Harvey Plett
LeeRoy Bartel
Henry Hiebert (PR)
Doreen Klassen
Glen Koop

Gerald Loewen
Rudy Schellenberg
Arden Thiessen
Barry Thiessen
Fran Harms (dean)
Harvey Plett
LeeRoy Bartel
Doreen Klassen
Glen Koop

Gerald Loewen
Rudy Schellenberg
Arden Thiessen
Barry Thiessen {dean)
Henry Hiepert {PR)

Arden Thiessen

High School
Martha Hiebert

Henry Fast (dean)

Myrna Friesen

Motilal Patram

Cornie Martens

Dave Reimer

Martha Hiebert

Gerald Barkman (Phys Ed)

Henry Fast {dean)
Myrna Friesen

Hugh Huber (Phys Ed)
Cornie Martens

Motilal Patram

David Reimer

Ruth Enns (pt)

Martha Hiebert (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)

Henry Fast (dean)

Myrna Friesen

Hugh Huber {Phys Ed)
Cornie Martens

Motilal Patram

David Reimer

Peter Ulrich (pt)

Ruth Oommen {pt}
Darrel Loewen {pt) music

Henry Fast {dean)
Myrna Friesen

Darlene Kaus

Cornie Martens

Motilal Patram

Peter Plett

Fran Harms {dean)
Martha Hiebert (pt)
Darrel Loewen {pt) piano
Leora Loewen {pt) piano
Peter Ulrich (pt) band
Henry Fast (dean)
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Year College High School Year College High School
Ben Eidse Myrna Friesen Rudy Schellenberg Warren Hart (pt)
Edward Friesen Darlene Kaus Laura Penner (dean) Willie Wiebe (pt)
Doreen Klassen Cornie Martens 1987-88 Ben Eidse Henry Fast (dean)
Glen Koop Abe Penner Myrna Friesen Warren Hart
Gerald Loewen Peter Plett Jack Heppner Martha Hiebert
Cornie R, Plett (dean) Martha Hiebert (pt) Jerry Hildebrand Cornie Martens
Laurel-Ann Plett (dean) Peter Ulrich (pt} band Doreen Klassen Abe Penner
Rudy Schellenberg Darrel Loewen (pt) Jake Klassen Peter Plett
Henry Hiebert (PR) Leora Loewen (pt) Glen Koop Rod Thiessen (Phys Ed)
Harvey Plett (pt) Ruth Oommen (pt) Gerald Loewen
LeeRoy Bartel {pt) Debra Toews (pt) Archie Penner
1983-84 LeeRoy Bartel Henry Fast (dean) Gord Penner
Ben Eidse Darlene Kaus Laura Penner {dean)
Jack Heppner Cornie Martens Harvey Plett
Doreen Klassen Abe Penner 1988-89 Ben Eidse Rick Ardies
Glen Koop Peter Plett Myrna Friesen Henry Fast (dean)
Gerald Loewen Ken Austin (pt) Jack Heppner Warren Hart
Archie Penner Martha Hiebert (pt) Jerry Hildebrand Martha Hiebert
C. R. Plett (dean) Darrel Loewen (pt) Doreen Klassen Ruth Janzen
Elma Plett {dean) Leora Loewen (pt) Jake Klassen Cornie Martens :
Harvey Plett Ruth Qomen (pt) Glen Koop Abe Penner :
Rudy Schellenberg Willie Wiebe (pt) Gerald Loewen Peter Plett :
1084-85 Ben Eidse Henry Fast (dean) Archie Penner Rod Thiessen
LeeRoy Bartel Cornie J. Martens Gord Penner
Jack Heppner Darlene Kaus Laura Penner {dean) :
Doreen Klassen Diane Klassen Rudy Schellenberg i
Glen Koop Abe Penner Gordon Daman (PR) :
Gerald Loewen Peter Plett Sheila Ardies (pt)
Archie Penner Martha Hiebert Millie Hildebrand (pt)
Harvey Plett Ken Austin (pt) Leora Loewen (pt) ;
Rudy Schellenberg Darrel Loewen (pt) Ruth Oommen (pt) |
Myrna Friesen Leora Loewen (pt) 1989-90 Myrna Friesen Henry Fast
Elma Plett (dean) Ruth Qomen {pt) Jack Heppner Terry Grieger |
Wwillie Wiebe (pt) Jerry Hildebrand Ruth Janzen ;
1985-86 Ben Eidse Henry Fast Brenda Klassen (dean) Cornie Martens
Jack Heppner Cornie Martens Jake Klassen Dwayne Martens
Doreen Klassen Darlene Kaus Glen Koop Abe Penner
Gerald Loewen Abe Penner Archie Penner Deidre Plett
Glen Koop Peter Plett Gord Penner Rod Thiessen
C. R. Plett Martha Hiebert Harvey Plett
Harvey Pleit Rudy Schellenberg
Archie Penner Gordon Daman (PR)
Rudy Schellenberg Leora Loewen (pt)
Elma Plett {dean) Mary Jane Neustaedter (pt)
1986-87 Lee Roy Bartel Henry Fast Ruth Oommen (pf)
Ben Eidse Martha Hiebert Peter Ulrich (pt)
Myrna Friesen Ruth Janzen 1990-91 Ben Eidse Henry Fast
Jack Heppner Darlene Kaus Myrna Friesen Abe Funk
Gerald Loewen Cornie Martens Jack Heppner Terry Grieger
Archie Penner Abe Penner Jerry Hildebrand Ruth Janzen
C. R. Plett Peter Plett Brenda Klassen (dean) Cornie Martens
Harvey Plett Rod Thiessen Jake Klassen Dwayne Martens
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Year

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

TrRAINING SErRVANT Leaders: A History of Steinbach Bible College

College

Gerald Loewen

Archie Penner

Gord Penner

Harvey Plett

Rudy Schellenberg
Gordon Daman (PR)
Leora Loewen (pf)
Mary Jane Neustaedter (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)
Peter Ulrich {pt)

Ben Eidse

Myrna Friesen

lake Ginter

Jerry Hildebrand
Brenda Klassen (dean)
Jake Klassen

Gerald Loewen

Archie Penner

Gord Penner

Harvey Plett

Stan Plett

Rudy Schellenberg
Gordon Daman (PR)
Sheila Ardies (pt)
Millie Hildebrand (pt)
Leora Loewen (pt)
Cameron Mackenzie (pt)
Mary Jane Neustaedter (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)
Tricia Reimer {pt)
Peter Ulrich {pt)
Myrna Friesen

Jerry Hildebrand
Brenda Klassen {dean)
Jake Klassen

Glen Koop

Deidre Plett

Gerald Loewen

Archie Penner

Gord Penner

Harvey Plett

Stan Plett

Rudy Schellenberg
Gordon Daman (PR}
Millie Hildebrand (pt)
Leora Loewen (pt)
Mary Jane Neustaedter (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)
Peter Ulrich (pt)
Myrna Friesen

Jack Heppner

Jerry Hildebrand

High School

Abe Penner
Deidre Plett

Henry Fast

Terry Grieger

Ruth Janzen

Cornie Martens {dean)
Dwayne Martens
Deidre Plett

Abe Penner

Henry Fast
Cornie Martens
Dwayne Martens
Abe Penner
Louise Redekop

Henry Fast
Boyd Kliever
Cornie Martens

Year

1994-95

1995-96
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College

Doreen Klassen

Jake Klassen

Glen Koop

Myra Kroeker (dean)
Gerald Loewen

Gord Penner

Harvey Plett

Stan Pplett

Gordon Daman (PR)
Sheila Ardies (pt)
Millie Hildebrand (pt)
Leora Loewen (pt)
Mary Jane Neustaedter (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)
Peter Ulrich (pt)

Ben Eidse

Myrna Friesen (librarian)
Jack Heppner

Jerry Hildebrand
Doreen Klassen

Jake Klassen

Myra Kroeker {dean)
Glen Koop

Gord Penner

Harvey Plett

Stan Plett

Gordon Daman (PR)
Sheila Ardies (pt)
Millie Hildebrand {pt)
Leora Loewen {pt)
MaryAnn Loewen (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)
Peter Ulrich (pt)
Myrna Friesen (librarian)
Jack Heppner

Jerry Hildebrand
Terry Hiebert

Doreen Klassen

Jake Klassen

Glen Koop

Myra Kroeker (dean)
Gord Penner

Harvey Plett

Stan Plett

Gordon Daman (PR)
Mike Hiebert (PR)
Sheila Ardies (pt)
Millie Hildebrand (pt)
Leora Loewen (pt)
MaryAnn Loewen (pt)
Ruth Oommen (pt)

High School

Dwayne Martens
Gord Penner (dean)
Deidre Plett
Harvey Plett (pt)
Abe Penner

Louise Redekop
Nancy Runke

Henry Fast

Teresa Hildebrand
Boyd Kliever
Cornie Martens
Dwayne Martens
Abe Penner
Deidre Plett
Harvey Plett (pt)
Louise Redekop
Nancy Runke

Lioyd Penner
Henry Fast

Teresa Hildebrand
Boyd Kliever
Dwayne Martens
Abe Penner
Deidre Plett

Eltoy Friesen
Harvey Plett (pt)
Karla Kroeker {pt)
Emery Plett
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Year

1947-48
1948-49
1949-50
1950-51
1951-52
1952-53
1953-54
1954-55
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58

1958-59

1959-60

1960-61

1961-62

1962-63

1963-64

1964-65
1965-66
1966-67
1967-68

1968-69

SBC Support Staff

Kitchen

Helen Goertzen
Mary Krueger

Goldie Harms

Henrietta Friesen
Elizabeth Reimer

Sarah Willems
Mary Kroeker
Sarah Willems
Mary Kroeker
Sarah Willems
Mary Kroeker
Elizabeth Reimer
Sarah Falk

Sara Falk

Agnes Lutke dietician
Joyce Loewen

Mary Warkentin
Anne Hiebert

Mrs PP Wiebe
Susan Neufeld

Tina Rempel

Eliz Reimer

Susan Neufeld
Annie Brandt
Gertie Neufeld

Mrs. Abe Neufeld
Abe Neufeld

Mrs. Bueckert

Mrs. Abe Neufeld
Mrs. Dick Toewes
Mrs. Ben Friesen
Mary Kornelson
Mrs. Ben Friesen
Mrs. John Unruh
Mrs. Abe Giesbrecht
Mrs. Wilbert Loewen
Mrs. Abe Giesbrecht
Mrs. Allan Friesen

Office

Mary Hoeppner

Elizabeth Gieshrecht

Elizabeth Giesbrecht

Elizabeth Giesbrecht
Agatha Fast
Margaret Neufeld
Agatha Fast
Margaret Neufeld
Agatha Fast

Helen Harms PT
Margaret Neufeld

Helen Harms PT

Helen Harms PT

Helen Harms PT
Gert Giesbrecht

Gert Giesbrecht
Luella Rempe]
Gert Giesbrecht
Betty Banman
Gert Gieshrecht

Gert Giesbrecht

Grace Brown PT
Gert Giesbrecht

Library
Assistant
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Maintenance

Alvin Brandt

Jacob N Dyck

Herman Toews

Abe Neufeld
Albert Friesen
John Unruh
Abe Giesbrecht

Peter J. Gerbrandt

Business Manager
Administrator

Henry Kornelson

Custodian




Year

1969-70

1970-71

1971-72

1972-73

1973-74

1974-75

1975-76

1976-77

1977-78

1978-79

1979-80

1980-81

i 1981-82

1982-83

1983-84

TrRAINING SERVANT Leaders: A History of Steinbach Bible College

Kitchen

Elizabeth Kroeker
Gertrude Klassen
Marg Penner

Betty Reimer
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Leonard Reimer
Mrs. Arnold Fast
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Pete Neufeld
Mrs. Arnold Fast
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Susan Neufeld
Mrs. Anne Fast PT
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Susan Neufeld
Mrs. Anne Fast PT
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Susan Neufeld
Mrs. Anne Dueck PT
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Susan Neufeld
Mrs. Anne Dueck PT
Gertrude Klassen
Mrs. Susan Neufeld
Mrs. Anne Dueck PT
Gertrude Klassen
Christel Matzke
Gertrude Klassen
Anne Dueck

Susan Neufeld PT
Gertrude Klassen
Anne Dueck

Mary Dyck
Gertrude Klassen
Anne Dueck

Edna Dueck

Elaine Plett
Gertrude Klassen
Anne Dueck

Edna Dueck
Gertrude Klassen
Anne Dueck

Edna Dueck

Leona Klassen PT
Gerfrude Klassen
Anne Dueck

Office

Myrna Friesen sec
Gert Gieshrecht acct

Gert Giesbrecht
Myrna Friesen sec

Gert Giesbrecht
Myrna Friesen sec

Gert Giesbrecht
Myrna Friesen sec

Gert Giesbrecht
Marion Reimer

Mrs. Marion Dueck
Gert Giesbrecht

Bella Barkman
Gert Giesbrecht

Bella Barkman
Gert Giesbrecht

Jack Wolfe (accountant)
Gert Giesbrecht

Gert Giesbrecht

Emily Penner

Gert Giesbrecht
Emily Fast

Maryanne Friesen
Shirley Giesbrecht
Maryanne Friesen
Shirley Giesbrecht
Shirley Giesbrecht

Leona Klassen PT

Shirley Giesbrecht
Henry Thiessen acct

Library
Assistant

Leona Klassen
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Maintenance

Peter J. Gerbrandt

Peter ). Gerbrandt

Ronald Dueck

Ronald Dueck

David Friesen

David Friesen

Ape Funk

Abe Funk

Abe Funk

Abe Funk

Abe Funk

Abe Funk

Business Manager
Administrator

Henry Kornelson

D. K. Friesen

D. K. Friesen

D. K. Friesen

D. K. Friesen

D. K. Friesen

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

John Wiebe

Custodian

Jake Fehr

Jake Fehr

Jake Fehr




Year

1984-85

1985-86

1986-87

1987-88

1988-89

1989-90

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

1994-95

1995-96

Appendix Two
Kitchen Office Library Maintenance Business Manager | Cusfodian
Assistant Administrator

Anna Plett
Bernie Plett
Gertrude Klassen Shirley Giesbrecht Abe Funk Jake Fehr
Anne Dueck
Anna Plett
Anne Dueck Shirley Giesbrecht Abe Funk Jake Fehr
Mary Krueger
Anne Dueck Shirley Giesbrecht Bernadine Plett Abe Funk D. K. Friesen Steve Stuart
Mary Krueger Fran Harms
Betty Penner
Anne Thiessen
Anne Dueck Fran Harms Sieglinde Hiebert Abe Funk D. K. Friesen Steve Stuart
Mary Krueger Martha Hiebert

Sharon Reimer
Anne Dueck Fran Harms Sieglinde Hiebert Abe Funk D. K. Friesen Dave Klassen
Mary Krueger Martha Hiebert
Rose Penner Sharon Reimer
Anne Toews PT
Anne Dueck Martha Hiebert Sieglinde Hiebert Abe Funk D. K. Friesen
Mary Krueger Sharon Reimer

Fran Harms
Anne Dueck Martha Hiebert Lois Loeppky Abe Funk Ron Janzen Allan Janzen
Heather McNair Sharon Reimer
Annie Penner
Rose Penner
Donnalda Friesen Bonny Peters Lois Loeppky Abe Funk Ron Janzen Allan Janzen
Rose Penner Martha Hiebert
Heather McNair Marilyn Dueck (pt)
Annie Penner
Donnalda Friesen Marilyn Dueck Lois Loeppky John Friesen Ron Janzen Allan Janzen
Heather McNair Emily Penner Henry Wall
Rose Penner Bonny Peters
Laura Friesen Martha Hiebert
Donnalda Friesen Marilyn Dueck Lois Loeppky John Friesen Ron Janzen Henry Wall
Heather McNair Bonny Peters Jacob Harder,
Rose Penner Marty Neufeld volunteer
laura Friesen Martha Hiebert
Anna Harder, volunteer
Donnalda Friesen Marilyn Dueck Lois Loeppky John Friesen Lori Toews Friesen Henry Wall
Heather McNair Bonny Peters
Naomi Stoesz Martha Hiebert
Rachel Schlamp
Donnalda Friesen Bonny Peters Lois Loeppky John Friesen Lori Toews Friesen Henry Wall

Heather McNair
Lorna Wall
Naomi Stoesz

Marilyn Dueck
Wilma Priebe
Martha Hiebert
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SBC GRADUATES

1939-47

Bartel Jake
Bergman Mary
Driedger Katie
Dueckman Sara
Enns Annie C.
Enns Gerhard
Friesen Elvira
Friesen Mary G.
Friesen Mrs. CK.
Friesen Olga
Friesen Tina
Giesbrecht Mary
Loewen Evelyn
Loewen Katherine
Loewen Lena
Loewen Marian
Martens Peter W.
Peters Tina
Regehr Mary
Regehr Tina
Reimer John K.
Reimer Margaret B,
Stoesz Susie
Thiessen Mary
Unger Cornelius
Unger George
Wiebe Aganetha P
Wiebe Elizabeth
Wiebe Henry
Wiebe Lydia
Wiebe Margaret B
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Friesen Margaret
Giesbrecht Jacob L.
Goertzen Helen
Reimer Helen W,

1949

Barkman Harvey
Barkman Mrs. Evril
Giesbrecht John
Koop Abe

Kroeker Lydia
Martens Peter
Reimer Louise
Schellenberg Dave
Wiebe Mary

Wiebe William

1950

Benny Eidse
David Dueck
Kroeker Menno

1951

Hanchar William
Reimer Melvin
Reimer Tina

1952

Friesen Dora
Harms John
Harms Margaret
Reimer Peter L.

1953

Buhr Agnes
Friesen Ben
Loewen Ramona
Plett Alvina
Plett Gladwin
Reimer Elvina

1954

Hamm Menno
Hiebert Henry
Kroeker Elda
Kroeker Harvey
Kroeker Nettie
Martens John
Plett Eva

Plett Mrs. Jean
Reimer Adeline
Reimer Doreen
Reimer Elizabeth
Reimer Lawrence
Wiebe Tina

1955

Dueck Melvin

Fast Edmar
Giesbrecht Elizabeth
Hamm Luella
Klassen Peter
Kroeker Mary
Neufeld Lorraine
Voth Elvira

1956

Andres Bernhard
Dueck Pearl F.
Dueck Peter U
Friesen Betty
Friesen Edward
Giesbrecht John
Hamm Mrs, Elvina
Kehler Mrs. Dorothea
Kehler William
Klassen Elda
Klassen Henry F.
Koop Henry

Plett Edwin G.
Reimer Edward B
Schellenberg William
Thiessen Anne
Thiessen Catherine
Thiessen Larry
Thiessen Marianne
Thiessen Marvin H.
Thiessen Susan
Toews Bernadine
Toews John

Wiebe Abraham B.
Wiebe Elma

Wolfe Daniel H.

1957

Barkman Helen
Brandt Jenny
Dyck Hilda

Falk Abe
Friesen Abe
Groening Edwin
Janzen Katie
Janzen Mary
Klassen Jack
Loeppky Sara
Reimer Clifford
Stoesz Erdmann
Wall Mary
Wiebe Mary

1958

Andres Edna
Dueck Alvina
Fast Agatha
Fast Anna

Fast Arnold
Froese Sara
Giesbrecht Eva
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Giesbrecht Henry
Hamm Elvira
Harms David
Harms helen
Klassen Lawrence
Kroeker Marlene
Martens Helen
Martens Jacob
Martens Sarah
Plett Cornelius

1959

Bartel Norman
Dueck Lena
Eidse Frank

Fast Milton
Friesen Neil
Froese Jake
Giesbrecht Henry
Groening Burton
Koop Harry
Koop John

Koop Melvin
Martens Mary
Martens Pete
Plett Olga
Thiessen Pete
Wiebe Harry

1960

Brandt Alvin
Dueck Norma
Dyck George
Funk Frank

Funk William
Giesbrecht Mary
Heinrichs Randall
Koop Mrs. Mary
Leiding Jacob
Loewen Arthur P,
Martens Ernie
Martens Virginia
Peters Peter
Rempel Abe
Rempel Mrs. Susan
Thiessen Jake
Wiebe David
Zacharias Justina

1961

Andres Mary
Barkman Ken

e
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Bergman John
Buhler Pete
Carriere Gordon
Dueck John
Dyck Alice
Dyck Martha
Edise Dave

Fast lrvin
Friesen Abe
Friesen John
Friesen Mary
Funk Jacob
Funk Pauline
Heinrchs Jake
Heinrichs Abe
Heinrichs Isaac
Hiebert Walter
Knelsen Richard
Kornelsen Alvin
Kornelson John
Kroeker Frank B
Loewen Victor
Martens Helen
Martens Pete
Martens Sarah
Paetkau Helen
Penner Bill
Penner Edwin
Penner Gloria
Penner Martha
Penner Melvin
Penner Mildred
Rempel Eva
Rempel Jake
Rempel Martha
Sawatsky Rosella
SchellenbergLaura
Stoesz Helen
Thiessen Doris
Thiessen Eva
Thiessen Mary
Toews Anne
Unger Margaret

1962

Brandt Bernie
Brandt Betty
Brandt Lena
Braun Vernon
Derksen Bill
Doerksen Myrtle
Dueck Gordon
Dueck Peter
Fast Henry
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Fast Sylvia

Foster gary
Friesen lillian
Friesen Martha
Friesen Pefe

Funk Ernest
Hamm Elmer
Heinrichs Mrs. Dorothy
Heinrichs Randall
Klassen Elvin
Klassen Margaret
Koop Lenora
Kroeker Menno
Loewen Johnny
Neufeld Margaret
Penner Tina
Peters Larry

Plett Hulda
Reimer Gilbert
Reimer Iris
Reimer Mary Rose
Rempel Chris
Sawatsky Leonard
Schellenberg Betty
Schellenberg Marlene
Teichrib John
Thiessen Donald
Warkentine Pete
Wiebe Anne
Wiens Jake

Wiens Lucille
Wiens Pete

1963

Bergen Gertrude
Bergen john
Buhler Dave
Buhler Dick
Buhler Peter
Buhler william
Dueck Henry
Dueck Peter

Dueck Walter
Dyck Mrs. Regina
Ebner Mrs. Kathy
Friesen Diedrich
Friesen Ernest
Friesen Fred
Friesen Helen
Friesen Melvin
Funk Jacob
Gieshrecht Deanna
Giesbrecht Gertrude
Groening June

Janzen Margaret
Knelsen Richard
Kroeker Elsie
Kroeker Wilbert
Leiding John
Loewen Grace
Loewen Ken
Loewen Marian
Martens Mary
Neufeld Esther
Neufeld Sally
Nickel Martha
Penner Edwin
Penner Ron
Plett Stan

Plett Stanley
Rempel Alvin
Rempel Dave
Rempel Luella
Riley Niel
Sawatsky Walter
Schellenberg Steven
Schroeder Violet
Stoesz Alvin
Thiessen Arden
Thiessen Ben
Thiessen larry
Toews Margaret
Unger Ruth
Voth Frieda
Wiebe Helen
Zacharias Anne

1964

Abrahams Elizabeth
Banman Betty
Braun George
Cornelson Jake
Corneison Nettie
Dyck Henry B
Ebner Frank

Fast Dennis
Friesen Elizabeth
Friesen Harry
Ginter John
Guenther Harry
Heppner Geraldine
Hiebert Peter
Janzen Minnie
Kroeker Betty
Kroeker Gordon
Olfert Lester
Penner Mary

Plett Stan
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Rempe] Esther
Rempe] Henry
Sawatsky Rosella
Thiessen Susan
Toews Clinton
Toews John

1965

Bergen Mrs. Frieda
Braun Vernon
Friesen Agnes
Friesen Andrew
Friesen Dorothy
Friesen Lena
Giesbrecht Anne
Heinrichs Harry
Janzen Irma
Klassen Esther
Klassen Rueben
Kornelsen Helen
Loewen Esther
Penner Leland
Penner Melvin

Plett Elizabeth
Reimer Gordon
Sawatsky Leonard
Sawatzky John
Sawatzky Mrs. Ellen
Saweatsky Walter
Siemens Ernie
Thiessen Anne
Thiessen Mary Anne
Warkentin Margaret
Zacharias Anne

1966

Brandt Lena
Brandt Tena
Dueck Myrna
Friesen Carol
Friesen Mrs. Levina
Friesen Wilbert
Peters Steve
Plett Elsie
Rempel Hilda
Unger Hilda
Wolfe Caroline

1967

Brown Gordon
Doerksen Evelyn
Dueck Andrew




Dyck Jac®
Friesen Albert
Friesen Eva
Friesen Frank
Friesen Helen
Friesen lke
Friesen Margaret
Friesen Myrna
Friesen Peter
Hiebert A. W.
Janzen Irene
Klassen Mrs. Mary
Klassn Fred
Koop Glen
Leiding Helena
Loewen Ernie
Loewen Merna
Martens Frieda
Reimer Eva
Reimer Marina
Reimer Peter
Thiessen Dave
Wiebe Tina
Yoder Lydia

1968

Brandt Elma
Dyck Ben
Eidse Florence
Eidse Mary Ann
Friesen Allan
Friesen Doria
Friesen Ed
Friesen Elma
Friesen Hilda
Friesen Mary
Klassen Mary
Kroeker Mary
Penner Anne
Penner Lloyd
Reimer Edwin
Reimer Paulina
Reimer Walter
Warkentin Don

1969

Barkman Tina
Brandt Jessie
Bueckert Gordon
Derksen lke
Driedger Jake
Friesen Alvira
Friesen Ron

Goertzen Carolyn
Kroeker Irene

Plett Peter Martens jake
Plett Ron

Thiessen Dennis

Unger Julia

1970

Barkman Mrs, Leroy
Doerksen lrene
Doerksen Phil
Friesen Florence
Friesen Tina
Hamm Larry
Kroeker Helena
Kroeker Irvin
Kruse Walter
Leiding Margaret
Thiessen Don
Thiessen Mrs. Don

1971

Klassen Melvin
Klassen Richard
Kroeker Alvina
Krueger Ruth
Neufeld Ed
Penner Doris
Penner larry
Penner Margaret
Plett Dennis
Reimer Mrs. Susan
Sawatzky Ron
Thiessen Brian
Thiessen Dan
Unger Ralph
Vogt Anna

1972

Brandt wilma
Burkholder Luanna
Doerksen Lydia
Driedger Hilda
Dueck Sylvia
Fast Harold
Goertzen Frank
Hiebert David
Kehler Leona
Krueger Dora
Leister Arnold
Loewen Beverly
Martens Henry
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Penner Charlotte
Penner Edna
Reimer Elvin
Reimer Olga
Schlamp Ben

1973

Burkholder Wyonne
Fehr Helen
Friesen Betty
Froese Trudy
Giesbrecht Jasch
Harms Dick
Henschel Myron
Kohoot Mrs. Maria
Koop Anne

Koop Myrna
Kroeker Erma
Loewen Carolyn
Plett Marvin
Stoesz Pat
Thiessen Grace

1974

Barkman Elizabeth
Barkman Judy
Daley Ruth
Friesen Harold
Friesen James
Harms Patricia
Hong 1i Kam
Penner Reg
Reimer Arlene
Reimer Elaine
Reimer Mervin
Reimer Tim

1975

Barkman Margaret
Bartsch Mary
Doerksen Clara
Eidse Faith

Eidse LaVerna
Fehr Sandra
Friesen Donnalda
Friesen Evelyn
Friesen Lydia
Goertzen Irene
Kroeker Joanne
Neufeld Jack
Penner Leroy
Plett Dick
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Schlamp John
Siemens Julia
Thiessen Betty
Thiessen Evelyn
Toewd Valerie
Wiebe Sylvia
Wolfe Mrs. Lesa

1976

Elvira

Friesen Heidi
Friesen James
Funk Dianne
Giesbrecht Bernie
Giesbrecht Debra
Harms Isaac
Harms Patsi
Heinrichs Marie
Klassen Philip
Koop Marvin
Kroeker
Lapshinoff John
Peters Anne
Peters Peter
Plett Florence
Reimer Julene
Reimer Tim
Sherman Earl
Thiessen Louella
Thiessen Peter
Wolfe John

1977

Barkman Margaret Rose
Dueck Levi

Dueck Trudy
Giesbrecht Linda
Giesbrecht Sheldon
Hiebert Dave
Klassen Ben E.
Klassen Neil

Koop Ernie
Letkeman Jac

Plett Doris

Plett Erna

Reimer Larry

Reimer Norma
Reimer Verna
Schellenberg Bernice
Thiessen Darlene
Toews Darrel
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1978

Dueck Elda
Dueck Rose
Dyck Amelie
Fast Emily
Heppner Ed
Klassen Neil
Koop Audrey
Letkeman Jac
Plett Pearl
Reimer Darlene

1979

Dueck Bernie
Dueck Jeannette
Dueck Judith
Friesen Corinne
Giesbrecht Abram
Klassen Benjamin
Koop Ernie
Kroeler Mike
Penner Katherine
Pleit Loraine

Plett Loreen
Slusher Robert
Toews Darrel
Wolfe David

1980

Doerksen Brenda
Dueck Trudy
Enns Arthur
Enns John
Friesen Lorraine
Friesen Ray
Giesbrecht Ivan
Hiebert Beth
Hildebrandt Leona
Koop Lorrane
Kroeker Theresa
Loewen Leora
Loewen Marian
Martens Bill
Plett Bradley
Plett Margaret
Reimer Suzanna
Sherman Earl
Smith Terry
Unger Cheryl

1981

Dueck Mary
Dueck Terry

Falk Ramona
Friesen Alvira
Friesen Harry
Friesen Leroy
Friesen Sandi
Froese Susan
Glesbrecht Roger
Hiebert Merle
Koop Charles
Kornelson Helen
Kroeker Eloa
Neufeld Elizabeth
Penner Annie
Penner Robert
Plett Jerry
Sawatsky Leonard
Thiessen Eimer
Thiessen Marvin
Unger Dawn
Unger Ralph
Unrau Dick
Wiebe Harvey

1982

Brandt Gari
Dyck Hilda
Fehr Brenda
Harder Mary
Harms Dave
Koop Lucy
Kroeker Brian
Penner Ken
Plett Jeff
Thiessen Dan
Wall Leona

1983

Barkman Bella
Bartel Erica

Dyck ErmaFast James
Fast Rose

Friesen Blake
Friesen Donnalda
Friesen Randall
Friesen Tina
Froese Daryle
Gibson Fraser
Hartog Francis
Hiebert Margruite
Klassen Robert
Penner Edna
Penner Ron

Plett Leonard
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Reimer Larry
Toewd Jonathan
Unrau Jake
Wiebe Roberta

1984

Abrahamson Debbie
Buhler Randy
Dueck Calvin
Dueck Elda
Dueck Peter

Eby Kevin

Esau Sherri
Friesen Randall
Froese Anna
Funk Gloria
Guenther Loren
Klassen Dave
Kroeker Jennifer
Kroeker Lorena
Loewen Audrey
Loewen Cliff
Loewen Pauline
Penner Harold
Penner Kathy
Penner Wendy
Plett Jeff

Plett Michael
Reimer Carol
Reimer Dennis
Schellenberg Charity

1985

Barkman Arley
Barkman Bernice
Bergen Garry
Dueck Sidney
Friesen Landia
Funk Grace
Giesbrecht Vicla
Hildebrandt Marge
Koop Art
Kornelsen Lenore
Krahn Lyndon
Kroeker Frank
Kroeker Yolanda
Leiding Esther
Loewen Johnny
Penner Gord
Penner Laura
Plett Rachel
Reimer carol
Reimer Ken
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Reimer Luciiie
Reimer Wannetta
Schellenberg Dave
Schellenberg John
Schultz Beatrice
Toewd Laurel
Wiebe Bill

Wiebe Clare
Wiebe Neil

Wiebe Tina

Wieler Tammy

1986

Brandt Reynold
Derksen Bruce
Doell Darlene
Dueck Connie
Dyck Darrell
Friesen Jake
Giesbrecht Beryl
Harms Donald
Kroeker Tim
Plett Adele
Plett heather
Plett Kaylene
Reimer Wes

1987

Bueckert Phyllis
Duncan Karen
Hiebert Randy
Hiebert Sieglinde
Letkeman Rhonda
Olfert Lyndon
Plett Jackie

Plett Liz

Plett Roger
Reimer Audrey
Reimer Brian
Reimer Dan
Reimer Joelle
Thiessen Arlene
Thiessen Myra
Wiebe Corny

1938

Banman Don
Friesen Gloria
Friesen Norine
Friesen Susan
Ginter Jake
Loewen Lori
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Neufeld Joanne
Penner Lois
Peters John
Plett Angi

Plett Heather
Plett Ladine
Plett Peter

Plett Welden
Redekop Vicki
Reimer Anthony
Reimer Connie
Reimer Shirley
Scharfenberg Arlin
Schlamp Brent
Unrau Andy
Winsor Frank
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Bartel Allen
Bartsch Mary
Brandt Denise
Dueck Gloria

Fehr Greg

Friesen Charles {Chuck)
Hildebrand Emily
Klassen Cheryl
Klassen Darryl
Koop John
Martens Pat
Penner Debbie
Plett Barry
Quiring Ken
Reimer carol
Reimer Lucille
Wiebe John H.
Wolfe Tony

1990

Barkman Raynald
Brandt Elaine

Brandt Jacqueline Faye
Elias Frank

Fehr Deborah Francine
Friesen Beverly Anne
Friesen D. Jason
Giesbrecht Cheryl Gwen
Giesbrecht Teresa Dawn
Hiebert Peter

Klassen Martha Rose
Knight William John
Kroeker Christopher Paul
Kroeker Donnell Kent
Loewen Lori Dianne

Martens Timothy Glenn
Ngo Joshua Lang The
Olfert Danny Earl

Plett Emery Dean
Reimer Patricia

Rempel Eddie
Sawatzky Ronald J.

1991

Brandt Julia
Braun Colleen
Braun John L
Buhler Danny
Doerksen Charlene
Fast Jerry
Giesbrecht Carl
Kehler Darrell
Loepp Joanne
Loewen Ernest
Newman Randall
Penner Robin
Peters Colin
Plett Darnell
Plett Darren
Reimer Liza
Rempel Dan
Siemens James
Siemens Jolene
Stoesz Trevor
Unrau Erna

1992

Dyck Merris

Friesen Bonnie
Friesen Christine
Froese Lydia

Harms Heidi Colleen
Harms Isaac
Hiebert Rhonda
Kehler Doralin
Klassen Judy
Klippenstein Kevin Jerard
Kroeker Loti Dianne
Martens Pat

Moyo Jonathan
Muindi Mrs. Grace
Penner Kenton
Penner Shannon
Peters Diedrich (Rick)
Peters Elaine

Plett Renalda
Reimer Jacqueline
Rempel Howard

Rempel Sheila

Ricard Ray

Teichrib Angela
Thiessen Ruth
Warkentin Elvira Louise
Weber Amie

1993

Buhler Douglas James
Driedger Rob

Dyck Cory Jacob Edward
Dyck John

Enns Jake

Friesen Diedrich

Friesen E. Debbie
Friesen Lowell James
Friesen Lynelle Assise
Friesen Nettie

Friesen Sherry Lynne
Gieshrecht Gerald Gregory
Harder Mary G.

Harms Carolyn Valdine
Hildebrand Marjorie
Kroeker Dorothy May
Loewen Patricia Raquelle
Penner Phyllis Joan
Peters Darryl

Plett Renita Maureen
Reimer Sue

Ryan Timothy C.
Thiessen Kenton

Unger Glenda Lynn

1994

Barkman Kenton Dale
Bergen Joanne

Cornelsen Sharon Kathleen
Dyck Patricia Lynn

Enns Jake

Friesen Layton Boyd
Friesen Lendra

Friesen Sherry Lynne
Harder Roger F,

Knelsen Gert

Krahn Richard 1.

Loewen Bryan Elroy John
Penner Lucille Marie
Reimer Dave

Reimer Kimberly Rae
Rempel Caroline

Schlamp Wendolyn
Siemens Connie Aganetha Luisa
Wah! James
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1995

Barkman Daryl
Barkman Lynn Paulette
Blais Brenda-Lee Anne
Braun John

Dickhaut Kevin Shane
Dyck Elsie Juanita
Dyck Patricia Lynn
Fehr Andrea Jolene
Fehr Tania Nadine
Friesen John D.

Friesen Wendy Gayle
Giesbrecht Paul Conrad
Harder Netti

Harder Peter G.

Hiebert Michael John
Klassen Derek Ashley
Klassen Gloria Susanne
Kretchmer Wanda TIris
Reimer Joseph Ronald
Reimer Matthew 1.
Reimer Olga

Schlamp Wendolyn Annette
Siemens Connie Aganetha Luisa
Thiessen Gregory Dale
Wiebe David

Wiebe Eva

1996

Barkman Wendy Jean
Burch Sharon Marie
Dueck Jason Wilbert Lyle
Dueck Tanya LaShawn
Froese Lynnette Katherine Marie
Goertzen Robyn Christine
Hildebrand Sheldon Neil
Klassen David Allister
Klassen Janelle Christine
Loewen Bobby Roland
Loewen Hannah Rochelle
Peters Elizabeth Marie
Peters Scott Cole

Plett Colin D.

Reimer Karen Ruth
Reimer Philip
Schellenberg Charity
Thiessen Angela Renee
Thiessen Jeffrey A.
Thiessen Joanne Judith
Thiessen Minna

Wall John B.




Appendix THREE

—~—
GRAD PROFILE by OCCUPATION

Pastor - 78

Missionaries - 53

Teaching Secular Schools - 41
Farmer - 35

Business - 34

Nursing/Medical - 30

Mennonite Central Committee - 21
Office/Receptionist/Secretary - 21
Teaching Public Schools & Missions - 21
Construction - 17

Youth Pastor - 15

Carpentry - 14

Music - 11

Church Planters - 10

Managerial - 10

Accountant - 9

Counseling - 8

Mission Administration - 8
Teaching Missions/Bible Schools - 8
Missionary Medicine - 7
Salesperson - 7

Trucking - 7

Bookeeping - 6

Social Worker - 5

Teaching Missionary - 5
Authors/Writers - 4

Bookstore - 4

Houseparents/ Home For Handicapped - 4
Mechanic - 4

Cashier - 3

Dietician - 3

Law -3

Camping Ministry - 2

Child Care - 2

Church Ministry At Home - 2
Clerk - 2

Commerical Artist - 2
Editor -2

Funeral Director - 2 ,
Gerontology - 2
Greenhouse - 2

Library - 2

Linguistics - 2
Literature/Printing - 2
Medical Doctor - 2

Radio - 2

Real Estate - 2

Travel Agency - 2
Administration Church - 1 !
Archivist- 1 ;
Communications - 1 i
Conservation - 1 B
Electrician - 1

Engineer - 1

Evangelism - 1

Grain Elevator Operator - 1
Interior Design - 1

Mining - 1

Missionary Radio -1
Physiotherapist - 1

Pilot -1

Prison - 1

Reporter - 1

Research - 1

Sawfiler - 1

Sign Language - 1

Sports - 1

Techncian - 1

Top Soil/Gravel - 1
Wrangler - 1
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1948

Marion Loewen
Kathryn Reimer
Hilda Schwartz
Annie Wiebe

1949

Jake Hiebert
Henry Hildebrandt
Wilma Loewen
Helga Peters

1955

Elmer Bartel
Henry L. Dyck
Elly 1saak
Frank Koop
Gilbert Reimer

1956

Edna Andres
Henry Dueck
Norma S. Dyck
Peter H. Enns
Helen Friesen
Mathilda Friesen
Elvira Hamm
Betty Kroeker
Peter Letkeman
John Martens
Reynold Nickel
Jacob G. Penner
Elizabeth Reimer

1957

Maureen Dueck
Ronald Friesen
Arnold Giesbrecht
Ben Harder
Evelyn Harder
Henry Hiebert
Lorraine Neufeld
Edwin Plett
Samuel Wiens
Jeffrey Wiebe
Mary Wiebe
John Wiebe

1958

Elsie Bartel
Lorna Dueck

Albert Hiebert
Helen Kornelsen
Anne Martens
Justine Nickel
Mary Penner

1959

Myrtle Doerksen
Margaret Dueck
Gordon Dueck
Elfrieda Falk
Abe Falk

Abe Klassen
Henry Koop
Erwin Kujat
Dorothy Martens
Anton Penner
Katherine Plett
Verda Plett
Gilbert Unger
Margaret Warkentin

1960

Violet Bergen
Joyce Dyck

Marie Dyck

John Dyck
Margaret Dyck
Erdman Friesen
Victor Hildebrandt
Melvin Koop
Erwin Kroeker
Esther Loewen
Emily Loewen
Esther Loewen
Cornie R. Plett
Eleanor Reimer
Evangeline Reimer

1961

Pete Buhler
Gordon Carriere
Martha Dyck
Alice Dyck
John Friesen
Abe Friesen
Walter Hiebert
Alvin Kornelsen
Peter Martens
Helen Paetkau
Gloria Penner
Mildred Penner

Helen Redekop
Martha Rempel
Rosella Sawatzky
Helen Stoesz
Mary Thiessen
Eva Thiessen

1962

Vernon Braun

Martha Friesen
Randall Heinrichs
Larry Peters

Iris Reimer

Mary Rose Reimer
Leonard Sawatzky
Marlene Schellenberg

1963

Gertrude Bergen
Watter Dueck
Henry U. Dueck
Regina Dyck
Helen Friesen
Jacob Funk
Deanna Gieshrecht
June Groening
Margaret Janzen
Richard Knelsen
Marian Loewen
Martha Nikkel
Edwin Penner
Stanley Plett
Dave Rempe!
Walter Sawatzky
Violet Schroeder
Alvin Stoesz
Larry Thiessen
Ruth Unger
Frieda Voth
Anne Zacharias

1964

Betty Barkman
Nettie Brandt
Dennis Braun
Betty Brandt
Dorothy Brown
William Buhler
Dave Buhler
Alvin Doerksen
Mary Driedger
Henry U. Dueck
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Henry Fast
Florence Friesen
Annelie Friesen
Pat Friesen
William Hiebert
Jack Klassen
Dan Koop
David Loeppky
Lloyd Penner
Steve Peters
Kathy Penner
Arthur Rempe!
Gordon Schellenberg
Pearl Wiebe
Norman Wiens

1965

Lillian Brandt
John Braun

Jake Ray Driedger
Barbara Durksen
Arnold Dueck
Harry Dyck

Abe Friesen

Elvira Giesbrecht
Ed Harder

Mary Klassen
Leanora Koop
Ruth Reimer

Alice Schellenberg
Arnold Thiessen

1966

Murray Barkman
LeeRoy Bartel
Martha Bergen
Harry Friesen
Josef Haas
Dennis Harder
Louise Hildebrand
Ruben Klassen
Carol Peters

Tina Penner

1967

Ronaid Barkman
Menno Barkman
Norman Bartel
Phyllis Brandt
Naomi Braun
Menno Doerksen
Viola Fast

Appendix Four
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Dennis Friesen
Jake J. Goertzen
Ralph Groening
Lucy Groening

Erna Heier

Victor Hiebert

Edna Hiebert

Ben Klassen

Ernest Klassen
Alice Laing
Leonard Loewen
Curtis Loewen
Mary Loewen

Bert Penner

Abe Plett

Cornelius F. Reimer
Esther Reimer
David Brian Reimer
Barbara Ann Stoesz

1968

Margaret Rose Barkman
Rebecca Barkman
Gerald Brown
Anrie Derksen
Carl Doerksen
Abe Friesen

Fred B. Klassen
Glen Koop

Bonita Kroeker
Beverly Loewen
Katherine Penner
Peter Penner
John Reimer
Ronald Sawatzky
Alice Schroeder
Carolyn Unrau
Eva Wieler

1969

Elsie Cornelsen
Lydia Doerksen
Marcella Dueck
Harold Fast
Allan Friesen
Jake Froese
Abram Giesbrecht
Roger Headings
Dan Hiebert
Abe Hiehert
Tony Hiebert
Dave Hiebert
Helena Leiding

Leora Loewen
Henry Reimer

1970

Wilma Barkman
Norma Barkman
Joyce Braun

Wilma Brandt
Bunny Ng Man Bun
Daniel Buhler
Marilyn Dueck
Rosabel Fast

Grace fFriesen
Janice Friesen
Eleanor Harder
Judy Hildebrand
Helen Hiebert
Wing Shing Ho
Patricia Janzen
Tim Kretchmer
Lorne Kroeker
Judith Loewen
John A. Loewen
Henry Martens
Norma Mrs. Gordon
Donald Plett
Margaret Reimer
Priscella Reimer
Ken Reimer

John Wiebe

David Wang Chi Wong
Dennis Sun Po Yun

1971

John Barkman
Bernard Brandt
Phyllis Friesen
Shirley Gieshrecht
Marina Gieshrecht
Marion Hiebert
David Nielson

Annie Penner

Emily Penner

Martha Penner
Ronald Plett

Marlene Plett

Allen Howard Reimer
Margaret Reimer
Lorena Reimer

Elma Reimer

Andrew Pui-Lup Wong
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1972

Doris Broesky

Cathy Darlene Dueck
Agnetha Dyck
Frances Fast

Wanda !ris Fast

Tina Fehr

Arnold Friesen
Mervin Friesen
Lenora Friesen

Karl Goertzen

Joan Hildebrand
Marian P. Knelsen
Marion R. Koop

Betty Koop

Karen Dolores Penner
Clarise Reimer
Alfrieda Marie Thiessen
Arthur Wiebe

Pui-Kei Wong

1973

Sharon Barkman

Iune Barkman
Kam-Hong Norman Chan
Murray Doerksen

Hope Eidse

Emily Fast

Ronald Goertzen

Verna Hildebrand
Colmen Sin Yuh Ho

Sin Yuh(Colman) Ho
John Krueger

Royden Loewen

Kay Chi Mak {Christine)
Marion Reimer

Eleanor Reimer

Karen Reimer
Elizabeth Reimer

Mary Anne Reimer
Franklin Chi-Ki Wa
Wwilliam Wei-Le Wang

1974

Judy Barkman
Elizabeth Barkman
Ruth Daley

Lesley Fast

James Friesen
Harold Friesen
Patricia Harms
Kam-Hong Li
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Reginald Penner
Ruby Plett
Elaine Reimer
Arlene Reimer
Timothy Reimer
Mervin Reimer
EnaYu

1975

Joanna Andres

Peter Barclay

Wesley Brodhead
Grace Dueck
Lawrence Dueck
laura Enns

Richard Friesen
Edward Yick-Sin Fung
Lawrence Heppner
John Hiebert

Monica Chung Yu Lam
Gladys Lam

Kenneth Hon K Ui
Arley Loewen

Lucille Martin

Linda Neufeld
Candace Olfert

Sylvia Plett

Irma Plett

Jerry Plett

Darlene Reimer
Leona Reimer

Eddie Schroeder
Christine Toews
Willlam Kwok Ke Tsang
Kenneth Wiebe

Fred Winkler

Amy Yuen Yi Wong

1976

Marcia Lynnette Brandt
Thomas Kim-Wah Chow
Josef Yan Cheon Chus
Judith L. Dueck

Delores C. Dueck

John P Enns

Merle Elaine Fast
Beverly Anne Fehr
Katherine Friesen
Sandra Dianne Friesen
Daniel Hildebrandt
Carlly Man King Kan
Julie Tak Kwong Lam
Marian Joy Loewen
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Stella Man

Reta Meekis

Leonard J Neufeld

Ken Penner

Cornellie Plett

Julia Darlene Reimer
Nellie Schlamp

Henry Allen Schellenberg
Paul Menno Thiessen
Kenneth Che-Lai Wai
Andrew King-Fai Wong
John Wolfe

Kwol Wing Wong

1977

Gerald P Barkman
Garth Brown

Mervin David Brandt
Geralyn Doerksen
Juanita Doerksen
Christine S. Doerksen
Bernard Roland Dueck
Peter Dueck

Lucille Faye Dueck
Karen Susan Dyck
Audrey Friesen
Lorraine Friesen
Dianna Funk

Charles W. Harms
Lucille Harms
Marjorie Hsu

Betty Kiu Pui-Lan
Tina Kornelsen
Lorena Martens

Erna Plett

Ida Rae

Mark Ben Reimer
Kenneth James Reimer
Kathleen Joy Reimer
Gayle Eileen Reimer
Catherine Irene Tait
Barbara Gayle Willems
Catherine Ching Wong
Kenneth Wong

Lonnie Yiu-ting

Eva Young
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Erica Bartel

John {Jeff) Dueck
Mildred Dueck
Jerlene Fast
Phyllis Friesen

Dianne Friesen
Becky Funk
Dolores Knelsen
Allen Leung
Henry Letkeman
Marvin Loewen
Peter Loewen
Terry Loewen
Barbara Neufeld
Perry Ng

Letty Ng

Darren Nickel
Sheryl Penner
Betty Penner
Beverly Penner
Stanley Plett
Peggy Plett
Sandra Reimer
Mary Ann Reimer
Hanna Reimer
William Shu
Albert Tam
Josephine Thiessen
Louise Unger
Willie H., Wiebe
Shirley Wiebe

1979

Walter Barkman
Robert Bartel
Delores Barkman
Mary Lou Brandt
Debra Brandt
Tony Chow
Eleanor Doerksen
Julene Fast
David Fehr
Janice Friesen
Beverly Friesen
Lois Klassen
Bernice Kornelsen
Cliff Loewen

Don Neufeld
Michael Plett
Alana Plett
Rosemarie Plett
Wanda E. Reimer
Wanda Reimer
Susan Roberts
Lynette Siemens
Shirley Tsang
Cheryl Zacharias

1930

Randal Bartel
Ken Barkman
Garry Barkman
Rachel Brandt
Pat Brandt

Chiu (Silas) Chung
Mimosa Doerksen
Connie Doerksen
Stephen Dueck
Colleen Dyck
Elenor Dyck
Fern Eby

Janie Enns
Jennifer Esau
Donald Fast
Glenda Fast
James Fast

May Fung

Gail Grier
Margruite Hiebert
Laura Kehler
Sheila Klassen
Madeline Kwok
Simon Leung
Audrey Loewen
Marilyn Martens
Sharon Martens
Yvonne Penner
Judith Penner
Tara Penner
Marlene Penner
Christine Penner
Elizabeth Plett
Joyce Plett
Lynette Plett
Delores Plett
Bernice Plett
Sheila Plett
Samuel Poon
Cheryl Reimer
Lori Rempel
Laurel Schmidt
Sandra Schroeder
Debbie Teichrib
Allan Thiessen
Wendy Wiebe
Cheryl Wiebe
Debra Wiebe
Calvin Yick
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Sharon Andres
Leslie Armstrong
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Cindy Barkman
Reynold Brandt
Sammy Chan
Lettice Cheng
Cyndy Doerksen
Lydia Dueck
Doris Dueck
Kevin Eby

Sherri Esau
Jeannette Fast
Dylan Fast

Rose Fast

Marcia Friesen
Darrel Friesen
Colleen Friesen
Doug Friesen
Landis Friesen
Mark Friesen
Marcella Friesen
Tracy Gerbrandt
Peter Hildebrandt
vy Kwan
Mannix Leung
Anna Leschied
Mark Loewen
Barb Magnusson
Diane Neufeld
Neoma Peters
Michael Plett
Fenella Plett
Grace Plett
Vincent Plett
Marge Reimer
Alice Schellenberg
Tina Schroeder
LuWanna Siemens
Stanley Tai
Laura Thiessen
Earl Warkentin
Jon Wiebe
Lorene Wiebe
Stan Wiebe
Rosa,Au Yeut-0i Yeung

1982

David Arendt

Tim Bartel

Elaine Brandt
Angela Chiu Yung
Oi-Man (Echo) Chan
Elroy Dueck

David Dueck
Marlene Dyck

Kerry Fast
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Pauline Friesen
Stanley Friesen
Andrew Friesen
Gary Funk

Cecilia Fung
Eleanor Harms
Marge Hildebrandt
Mark Kornelsen
lrene Law

Junia Loewen
Lorrie Loewen
Valerie Loewen
Zeke Ming Lui
Dwayne Martens
Darren Plett

Carol Reimer
Alvina Schroeder
Glen Wiebe

Aldous Hon Ho Wong
Angela Yung

1983

Reinhold Brandt
Carol Brandt
Crystal Braun
Meanna Chan
Jenny Chan
Mesona Chan
Edy Chang
Garth Doerksen
Sidney Dueck
Crystal Esau
Pearl Esau
Jerald Fast
Merrill Friesen
Lavern Friesen
Gail Friesen
Roger Ginter
Allan Harder
Marina Hiebert
Russell Koop
Shirley Penner
Cheryl Lee Peters
Dewayne Penner
Jeanette Penner
Fern Penner
Gwen Penner
Darlene R. Plett
Kaylene Plett
Gwendolyn Plett
Adelaide Plett
Rachel Plett
Ladine Plett
Margaret Rempel

Anthony Reimer
Daniel Reimer
Lorne Reimer
Kent Reimer
Shirley Toews
Raymond Unger
Conrad Wiebe
Mary Wong

1984

Eunice Andres
Daryl Arendt
Sheryl Bannman
Chris Bartel
Allen Bartel
Denise Brandt
Braden Brandt
Carrie Brandt
Curt Brandt

Ivan Cheng
Teresa Chiu
Jocelyn Dueck
Val Enns

Wonita Fast
Brenda Friesen
Angela Friesen
Gloria Friesen
Sheila Funk
Cheryl Hiebert
Patti Hiebert
Jacky Kim Tai Ho
Lowell Kornelsen
Grace Lau

Susan Lam
Rhonda Letkeman
Barry Li
Shannon Loewen
Iris Loewen
Melanie Penner
James Penner
Ruth Peters
Dave Plett
Jackie Plett
Audrey Reimer
Karen Reimer
Cheryl Reimer
Brenda Thiessen
Arlene Thiessen
Rhonda Toews
Wayne Unger
Randy Warkentin
Sandy Wiebe
Joanell Wiebe
Carmelle Wiebe

1985

Betty Barkman
Gloria Brown
Vivian Cheng
Janet Dueck
Conrad Dueck
Kelly Dyck

Jewel Dyck
Gaylene Enns
Beverly Esau
Kenton Fast
Angie Fast
Douglas Fast
Sean Fehr

Norine Friesen
Phyllis Friesen
Donna Friesen
Pam Funk

Lorelei Harder
Beverly Harder
Annie Mei Ling Ho
Brenda Kornelsen
Cho-Yan Lam
Glenn Loewen
Dale Loewen
Wilfred Lui
Patrick Martens
Delnor Neufeld
Jacqueline Penner
Barry Plett
Angela Plett
Brenda Reimer
Toelle Reimer
Sharilyn Reimer
Jennifer Reimer
Rodney K. Reimer
Sandra Fung Yee Tam
Mak Wai-Man
Priscilla Wiebe
Roy Wai-Wah Wong
Vindy Wong

Cissy Yim

1986

Arlene Bartel
Patricia Campbell
Yee Lam Chan
Alice Chun

Keith Doerksen
Betty Doerksen
Gloria Dueck
Theodore Enns
Heather Esau
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Charlene Fast
Chery! Fast

Tim Fast

Joseph Fong
Chris Friesen
Ken Friesen
Corinne Friesen
Cheryl Funk
Arthur Ginter
Donna Giesbrecht
Yan Wai Hung
Melissa Klassen
Reg Kornelsen
Pauline Lau
Wwing Sze Lee
Kim Loewen
Selene Lo

Janie Lo

Rob Martens
Tim Martin
Gerald Penner
Wendy Peters
Heather Plett
Debbie Plett

Chi Ming poon
Susan (Sue) Rempel
Andy Reimer
Connie Reimer
Greg Reimer
Carol Reimer
Teresa Sawatzky
Erwin Thiessen
Helga Unrau
Eileen Unrau
Erna Unrau
Darren Warkentin
John H. Wiebe
Eldon Wiebe
Rachel Wiebe
Tania Wiebe
Arick Fu Wang wWong

1987

Heather Barkman
Bonnie Bartel
Vicky Buhler
Abel Cheung
Esther Chong
Bella Chan
Stuart Doerksen
Bonnie Dyck
Sheryl Friesen
Cathy Friesen
Dwayne Friesen

{
i
!
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Janet Giesbrecht
Jonathan Green
Kim Harder
Frances Harder
Teresa Hwang
Les Klassen
Keith Klassen
Jennifer Kroeker
Don Kroeker
Clement Lam
Bev Letkeman
Darren Martens
Lisa Pasiciel
Greg Penner
Tamara Peters
Colleen Peters
Emery Plett
Gaylene Reimer
Eleanor Reimer
Marcel Reimer
Russ Reimer
Jewel Reimer
Carol Thiessen
Linda Unger
Wendy Wiebe
Sara Wong
Steve Wong

1988

Rodney Abrahamson
Gloria Barkman
Colleen Braun
Simon Kiu Chiu
Vivian Yeun L Cheung
Holly Derksen

Tina Doerksen
Melvin Eby

Chris Epp

Sheila Friesen

Corey Friesen

Jason Harder

Ron Harder

Leona Harder

Jackie Kehler

Darryl Klassen
Sandra Klassen
Christine Klassen
Lara Klassen

Ted Wang Cheong Lau
Ellen Nga Lam Lau
Andy Martin

Carolyn Neufeld
Audrey Penner
Emily Penner

Teresa Robin Penner
Roxanne Penner
Jocelyn Penner

Tim Plett

Catlanna Plett

Leon Reimer

Bonita Reimer
Roselina (Rose) Reimer
Frank Rempel

Orlynn Sawatzky

Karlana (Karla) Schellenberg

Val Thiessen

Brad Toews

Wilfried Unrau

Shery! Upshall

Kelvin (Kelly) Warkentin
Sherri Wiebe

Trevor Wiebe

lva Yee Ling Wong
Rames Wang Lung wWong

1989

Colleen Lois Brandt
Sheila Marie Broesky
Cheryl Buhler

Keung Chan

Laertes Hon Yin Cheung
Clara Man Wah Cheng
Jennifer Ruth Dyck
Dwight Jeffrey Epp
Giselle Cherie Esau
Trevor Dale Esau
Lynette Fern Friesen
Sheldon Henry Funk
Lucy Lynn Funk

Janet Pearl Harder
Elaine (Yee Lin Hau
Heidi Harms

Darlene Suzanne Hiebert
Vincent Chi-Sum Ho
Michael Koop

Matthew James Kroeker
Gregory Philip Kroeker
Lisa Fung Ying Lau
Elaine Hau Yee Lin
Keung Wah Ng

Lucille Penner

Tamara Marie Peters
Dolores Melaine Penner
Renita Maureen Plett
Lionel Plett

Rita Florence Plett
Renalda Gladine Plett
Dorothy Gail Quasso
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Martha Rempel

Pear! Reimer

Leonard Reimer
Bonnie Schellenberg
Arlene Sutherland
Herbert Unrau

Sylvia Wiebe

David Wiebe

Edwin To Wang Wong

1990

Myra Brandt

Lisa Kit Man Cheung
Simon Chan Hei Yin
Deidre Clary

Myron Esau

Dawn Friesen

Lydia Ginter

Trudy Goertzen

Kim Harms
Mary-Ann Henry
Jennifer Hiebert
Theresa Klassen
Darren Klassen
Jesse Kornelsen
Agnus Wai Yu Lai
Margaret Chi Ha Lau
Mandy Hiu Ning Leung
Gary Wai Hon Li
Emily Yiu Wan Lo
Clara YiuChi Lo
Joseph Miller

Tracy Olfert

Kenley Penner
Pear! Peters

Shery!l Penner
Daphne Penner
Kendale Penner
Kyle Plett

Sydny Reimer
Marlys Reimer

Elda Reimer

Marge Thiessen
Herta Unrau
Quentin Wiebe
Shirley Wiebe

Les Wiebe

Merle Wiebe

1991

Darrel Barkman
Mike Broesky
Kendrick Ka Ho Chan
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Danfel Kai Nam Chou
Debby Dueck
Monique Fast
Wanda Wan Ngai Fung
Mike Funk

Eleanor Ginter

Rosie Giesbrecht
Velda Goertzen
Virginia Hau

Mike Janzen

Musetta Chun Sz Lee
Rachel Loeppky
Vivian Wai Ling Mak
Sheldon Martens
Sheldon Neufeld
Edith Peters

Crystal Penner

Len Penner

Laurette Penner
Sheldon Penner
Collin Penner
Roxane Plett

Chris Reimer

Karen Reimer
Leighton Reimer
Marlene Scott
Michael Kin Fun Tam
Sheldon Toews
Christina Kit Y Tsang
Lucy Ping Wah Tsui
Jason Unger

Sheila Wall

Kendra Warkentin
Jackie Wieler

Dora Toa Yeung Wong

1992

Darcia Barkman
Chris Fong Chun YU
Angela Friesen
Cheri Headings
Gloria Hiebert

Sze Kay Rebecca Hung
Jenn Koop

Vikki Wai Ki Li
Cindy Meekis
Melanie Middleton
Chris Penner

Corey Plett

Colin Plett

Angela Reimer
Michael Thiessen
Helene Thiessen
Heide Waldner
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Kathleen Wiebe
Anita Kwor Yan Wong
Jason Yung

1993

Sandra Barkman
Sabrina Chan
Philip Fan
Tamara Friesen
Randall Funk
Dennis Hau
Tami Headings
Nessa Kakegamic
Hesta Kwok
Sharon Miller
Corey Penner
Jean Penner
Cora Peters
Bonnie Plett
Russel Plett
Andrea Reimer
Daniel Reimer
Marilyn Reimer
Elana Wiebe
Helen Wong
Sharan Young

1994

Saloma Bighead

Amy Chan Chung Ying
Vince Chan

Lyle Dickhaut

Laura Fehr

Nikki Fiddler

Rosilyn giesbrecht
Valerie Goertzen

Sam Ho Chi Keung
Jennifer Klassen
Timothy Koop

Evelyn Lam Yuen Hung
Claudio Lau Kit Wing
Idy Li wing Yu

Anna Lin Ka Wah

1995

Matthew Shawn Banman
Lydell Wayne Brandt
Heide Jean Brandt
Mandy Wing Yan Chan
Lorisa Jayne Doerksen
Sheung Wai Fan

James Douglas Friesen
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Jeffrey Mark Friesen
Melanie Mae Funk
Roseanne Kairi Gerus
Audrey Diane Ginter
Stella Hildebrand

Lisa Marie Klassen
Elizabth Lilly- Kornelsen
Irvin Kraus

Jason See Dick Leung
Everley Blake Martens
Shawenne Sheryl McKay
Coralie Jane Penner
Natasha M. Penner
Barry Penner

Rockford John D Penner
Kevin Penner

Glenda Colette Peters
Jason Timothy Penner
Jonathan Paul Penner
Andrea Dawn Penner
Alvira Joy Peters
LaDawn Glennis Penner
Leon Marcel Plett
Jacqueline Mae Reimer
Melanije E. A. Reimer
Andrew James Reimer
Lisa Dawn Stoetze]
Mabel So Sum Tang
Jason Murray Tiessen
Jean-Paul R. Ton
Jennifer Dawn Warkentin

1996

Tanya Marie Barkman
Crystal Barkman
Vincent Kyle Braun
Brian Jeffrey Dixon
Bonnie Michelle Falk
Travis Leigh Friesen
Lyndon Trent Friesen
Cheryl Faye Gunner
Rogerio Ho

Sheri Ann Kadobiansky
Rhonda Lee Klassen
Travis Edward Klassen
Derek Leung

Edward Ma

Pamela Gwen Penner
Stuart Boyd Penner
Jerry Brian Penner
Rheal Joseph Pelland
Alicia Raeline Penner
Michelle Nadine Plett
Terri Lee Pleft

Bobbie-Jo Reimer
Jennifer Joy Reimer
Agnes Tai

Vienna Tse
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