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InTRODUCTION

W here are various theological traditions within Christian-
#/ ity. Even though Christians read the same Bible and
frequently use the same theological terms, each tradition
has its own particular emphasis. Among these systems of
belief and practice, one finds the Anabaptist tradition, The roots
of this movement can be traced back to the early 16th century in
the context of the Great Reformation initiated by Martin Luther.

Those involved in this movement were initially called
“Anabaptists” or “Re-baptizers” by their enemies because they
baptized adults who had already been baptized as infants. In later
years they were also known as “Mennonites” because of the great
influence Menno Simons had on the movement. However they
preferred to be called “Biblicists” because their desire was to
follow Christ faithfully in accordance with the teachings of the

Bible. These early Anabaptists were later referred to as the “Radi-

cal Reformers”™ because they were committed to following the
teachings of the Bible, no matter what the cost.

The story of the Anabaptists is nearly 500 years old. Since its
beginning in 1525 the movement has grown considerably, but
because of a variety of experiences and influences on it, various
groupings have emerged. Differences among these groupings are
perhaps most noticeable in the way they practise their faith. But
within many of these groups there is a new search for spiritual
roots. They are seeking to rediscover the biblical teachings which
guided their forebearers to become “radicals” for Christ.

Early Anabaptists were in basic agreement with other Protestants
with respect to such foundational doctrines as the trinity, sin,
grace, and the inspiration of the Bible. But they felt that other
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reformers of that time had either overlooked entirely or not
considered seriously enough some important biblical teachings.

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, an increasing
number of Christians in many parts of the world are discovering
the significance of these Anabaptist emphases. In the past, non-
believers and believers of other persuasions frequently persecuted
the Anabaptists. Now many have begun to reconsider Anabaptist
understandings of faith and life because they are preceived to be
increasingly relevant to the contemporary church context.

This series of lessons deals with ten theological issues which were
important for Anabaptists and which are relevant for today. Each
lesson includes a Bible study, a brief commentary and a set of
discussion questions on one issue, This is not an exhaustive study
nor does it claim to represenc all views held by modern
Anabaptists. These lessons present one way of understanding the
theological heart of Anabaptist-Mennonite understandings of faith
and life. As you grow in this understanding, you too may be
challenged to follow Christ faithfully in all of life as a “radical”
disciple.
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The Centrality of Christ

BisLE STUDY

[, | Corinthians 3:11 declares thatJeSus is the foundatien for faith
(I Corinthians 3:11). In what ways is this true!

2. Accordmg to Hebrews |:1-4, through whom has God spoken in
...these last days...?”

Note four characteristics of the One through whom God has
spoken.
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Read Hebrews 8, taking careful note of verses 6 and 13. What does
this passage teach about:

a. The Old Covenant?

b.The New Covenant?

What was the work of Christ in relation to the Law and the Proph-
ets (Matthew 5:17)?

What did Peter declare concerning Jesus in his sermon at Pentecost
(Acts 2:22-24)7

What are Christians expected to do with reference to the teachings
of Christ (Matt. 7:24-27)?

Whom does the Chiristian use as a model for life (Romans 8:29)7
Why?

What are four ways in which believers are expected to follow Jesus
(Philippians 2:5-11)?




COMMENTARY

W he main characteristic of the New Testament is that it

5;: ' bears witness to Jesus Christ. Christ has established a

¥ new covenant which 1s more complete than the old one.
But in what ways is it more complete? Is it only the
Jewish religious system that has undergone change, or has the
witness of Christ cast a new light on the way believers are ex-
pected to live out their faith?

Some believers hold that apart from the Jewish religious system
which was abolished by Christ, the rest of the Old Testament
record represents a full witness to the will of God and can be
appealed to directly with respect to matters of faith and practice
without regard to the teachings of Christ. However, the entire
Old Testament must be interpreted through the perspective
Christ brings to it. With reference to ethical conduct, for exam-
ple, Christians must regard the teachings of Christ as the final
word. Questions relating to matriage, baptism and violence, for
instance, must be answered in the light of the teachings of Jesus.

Others have asserted that the apostles, like Paul, developed their
own ethical teachings because they considered the ethics of Christ
to be too impractical. It is said, for example, that the Sermon on
the Mount is the ethic that Christ hoped to establish on earth
during his life time. Since he was unable to do so, these teachings
are irrelevant for modern Christians. Either the Sermon on the
Mount should be ignored altogether or relegated to a another age.
'This study maintains that all the teachings of Christ are relevant
for all Christians in the present age, a position held by the apostles
as well.

"The Apostles Creed, an eatly statement of beliefs most Christians
adhere to, makes reference to the birth, suffering, crucifixion,
resurrection, ascension and second coming of Christ, We gladly
accept these assertions regarding Christ, but stress as well the
importance of the life, work, and teachings of Christ. These must
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be the foundation upon which Christians build their lives. True
Christians not only believe in what Christ has done for them, but
also commit themselves to follow Jesus in all of life.

Jesus occupies a central place in the Bible, as he must in the lives
of his followers. He is the first and the last, the beginning and the
end. Christians believe in Christ and are committed both to live
and to die for Him. For them, Jesus Christ is central in every way.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

|. - Why.did God chose to speak through his Son instead of through a
prophet as he had often done in Old Testament times?

2. If Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8),
why do Christians not follow today all that is taught in the Old
Testament?

3. What might be the reason there is no reference to the life, work
and teachings of Christ in the Apostles Creed?

4. How is it evident if believers have made Christ central in their lives?
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Salvation/Discipleship

BiBLE STUDY

[.  What was the angel's message to Joseph about the pu’rposé of
Jesus’ ministry (Matthew 1:20-23)?

2. According to the following passages, when does a person receive
salvation? '
a. Romans 8:22-25
b. | Corinthians 15:2

¢. | Corinthians 1:18

d. Romans 5:9-10

3. John 10:10 declares that Jesus has come to provide a full or abun-

dant life for all. Does this refer to life in this world, in heaven, or
both? Explain,
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According to Mark 8:34;38, what is the relationship between
“following Christ” and “saving one's life?”

Pau! declares in Romans 10:9 that there are two things one must do
to be saved. What are they and why are both important?

The Bible uses the example of Abraham to teach something about
salvation.

a. According to Galatians 3:6-10, on what basis was Abraham
justified?

b. According to James 2:21, on what basis was Abraham justi-
fied?

c. How can the different answers to the same question be
teconciled (James 2:22-24)7

Biblical writers make use of various illustrations or “word-pictures”
to help believers understand the significance of salvation. What '
images are used in the passages cited below and what do they
teach about salvation?

a.John 3:3

b.John 10:9

Radical Discipleship 11




7. continued...images and what they teach about salvation

c.Z2 Corinthians 5:17-18
d. Acts 26:18
e. Acts 3:19

8. What warning does Hebrews 3:12-15 give to those who do not take
discipleship seriously?

COMMENTARY

o he salvation which Jesus offers will never be fully com-
prehended in this world. “Now we see but a poor reflec-
tion as in a mirror, then we shall see face to face” (I Cor.
13:12). Nevertheless believers live with the assurance that
this salvation is complete in every respect.

Some think of salvation as though it were nothing more than a
ticket to heaven. They say all that is needed to secure a heavenly
home is to give mental assent to the fact that Christ died for the
sins of the world. Once secured, salvation carries with it little
significance for life here on carth. Certainly, they agree, it would
be preferable to follow Christ in life as well, but that is a secondary
question. If a choice is made not to follow Christ, at least one’s
eternal destiny is secure if one has at one time declared belief in
Christ. Yet, the Bible states that on the day of reckoning many
people will be surprised. On that day, the Lord will say to some, “I
don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you
evildoers” (Matthew 7:21-33).

It is true that persons are saved by grace through faith (Ephesians
2:8). But this saving grace must be expressed in a life of faith. It is
not enough to give mental assent to who Christ is. It is, in fact,
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secondary to recognizing him as Lord (Romans 10:9), a macter
which is not optional. Those declaring that “‘Jesus is Lord,” are
indicating their intention to obey him and open their lives to the
experience of his grace.

In the Old Testament the word “faith” always carries with it the
idea of “believing to the point of action.” The Greck word for
faith (as used in the New Testament) can be read to imply mere
mental assent without reference to acting on that belief. Because
of this narrower meaning conveyed by the Greek word for faith,
some have down-played the importance of submitting to the
Lordship of Christ. However, if the teachings of the entire New
Testament about faith are considered, it becomes clear that “to
believe” means to have a faith that leads to action. All the word-
pictures in the New Testament describing salvation portray this
understanding.

One of the early Anabaptists, Hans Denk, said concerning this
matter, “No one can know Christ truly except he follow him
daily; no one can follow Christ daily except he know him truly.”
The concept of knowing Christ should never be separated from
the notion of following Christ. Only as one walks in the light of
Christ is there a biblical basis for the assurance of salvation (I John
1:5-7).

DiscussiON (QQUESTIONS
I, s it important to follow Christ in all of life? Why?

2. s it possible to be a Christian without being a discipte of Christ?

3 In what sense are believers saved already, and in what sense will
they be saved in the future? :

4. Are you in agreement with the statement made by Hans Denk?
Explain.
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The Kingdom of God

BI1BLE STUDY

I What is it that believers are to seek above all else (Matthew 6:33)7

2. In Matthew 19:23-24 reference is made to both The Kingdom of
Heaven and The Kingdom of God. According to their use in this

passage, do these two phrases refer to the same concept or to two
different concepts? Explain.

3. Which of the following passages teach that the Kingdom of God is
already present, and which that it will come in the future?

a. Revelation 11:15
b. Matthew 12:28
c. Mark 14:25

d. Luke 17:20-2
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e. Colossians 1:13

How is it possible that the Kingdom of God is already present and
yet to come in the future?

4. In Matthew 13, eight parables are used to expose the “secret” or

“mystery” of the Kingdom of Heaven (13:11). What is the one
major truth regarding this mystery?

5. There is another Kingdom believers do not belong to. How has

Christ equipped his followers to fight against the Kingdom of this
World (Colossians 2:15, Ephesians 6:12-18)7

6. What more is required of Jesus’ followers than calling him “Lord”

(Luke 6:46-49)7

7. Identify two of the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount as found

in Matthew 5. In what way do these teachings apply to believers
today?

8. In the Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13}, Jesus taught his disciples to
pray. What significance do the words “Your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as it is in heaven...” have for Christians
today?

Radical Discipleship 15




COMMENTARY

B esustrequently taught his disciples about the Kingdom
g ¥/ of Heaven or the Kingdom of God. Some maintain that
lj/ kingdom teachings are not relevant for Christians in the
present age. However, the Kingdom of Heaven and the
Kingdom of God refer to the same reality, and the ethics of this
kingdom are applicable today. The admonition to “seek first the
Kingdom of God” must be a priority for Christians in any era.

According to biblical teaching the Kingdom of God is already
present and at the same time still to come. It important to main-
tain both of these emphases. Not to do so is to run into the danger
of claiming “too little” or “too much” with reference to the
Kingdom of God. For example, those who claim that the King-
dom belongs only to the future tend to give little attention to the
Sermon on the Mount. Why, they say, should one be expected to
live by Kingdom values if the Kingdom has not yet arrived and so
they claim “too little.” Those who hold that the Kingdom
belongs only to this age may have unrealistic expectations for the
present. They may be disappointed because they are hoping for
“too much” in the context of the present sinful environment. The
Kingdom of the future s here already through the work of Christ.
However it will be fully realized only when Christ returns to
bring the Kingdom of God to its fullest potential.

Because the Kingdom of God is already present in this world, it is
in constant conflict with the Kingdom of Darkness. This is so
because the values of the two kingdoms are not in harmony with
each other. Christians live in this world but take their orders from
the Kingdom of God. In other words they follow the wishes of
King Jesus. Those not participating in the Kingdom of God can
not understand its values and even work against them. Although it
may be costly, believers have no option but to obey their king.
And what King Jesus asks of them is to live by the principles of his
Kingdom, that is, his teachings as found in Scripture.

When believers pray, as Jesus taught them, “Your Kingdom
comel” they are not just asking Christ to come again. They are
also asking that the principles of the Kingdom of God be demon-
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strated more and more in their lives. This is possible only through
the power of Christ within them, through whom they have
““...victory over the powers and authorities...” To accept the
teachings of the Kingdom of God is to accept Jesus Christ as Lord
and to follow Him in all of life.

DiscUsSION {QUESTIONS

I.  What does the command to seek first the Kingdom of Heaven
mean for Christians today?

2. In what respects has the Kingdom of God already come to this
world? In what respects is it obvious that it has not yet fully

arrived?
3, What does it mean to accept lesus as King or Lord of one’s life?

4. Why do some Christians feel that the Sermon on the Mount is not
meant to be taken seriously in the lives of believers today?

Radical Discipleship




Separation From the World

BIBLE STUDY

[. In John 18:36, Jesus stated that his kingdom is not of this world.
According to this verse, how does this fact affect the actions of his
servants?

2. Why does the world not always love Christians (John 15;18-21)?

3. What is the relationship between Christ’s teachings about separa-
tion from the world and his statement “You are the light of the
world” (Matthew 5:14-16)?

4. ls it possible for Christians to live in such a way that they become
enemies of God? How (James 4:4)7 '

5. What does the truth that the followers of Jesus are the “People of
God" teach about separation from the world (I Peter 2:9)?
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6. According to | John 2:15-17, why is it important not to love the

world?

7. If believers do not want to conform to this world, what must they

do (Romans 12:1-2)7 Why?

8. When Jesus prayed for his disciples in John 17, he mentioned “the

world” eighteen times. He seemed to be preoccupied with the
relationship between his disciples and the world. Note six things
that this chapter teaches about the relationship of Christians to the
world.

a.verse 6

b verse |l

c.verse 14

d.verse {7

e.verse [8

f. verses 20-23

9, Who are the persons responsible before God for their actions
(Romans 3:19)? Why is it important to understand this truth?

Radical Discipleship 19




COMMENTARY

W hose who live according to the principles of the King-
}/ dom of God have a firm foundation upon which to
stand. The God who created them established these
principles and knows what is best for a fulfilled and
positive way of life. But life lived according to Kingdom concepts
does not fit well with general practices in society and calls for
various degrees of separation.

Christ came to the world to offer salvation to all and to demon~
strate a life pleasing to God. God has only one will for those he has
created. He does not have one will for faithful Christians and
another for those not ready to follow Jesus in all of life. It is God’s
will that all experience salvation and all follow him in life accord-
ing to the ethics of the Kingdom.

Some have said that a holy and separated life is possible only for
persons who isolate themselves from others and reject all social
responsibility. Since this way of life is seen as a special calling from
God, it is then considered acceptable for other believers to follow
an ethic that is tainted by the world. To follow God fully in ordi-
nary life, it is thought, is much too impractical.

Others have said that believers must follow the ethic of Christ in
their personal lives, but in the exercise of their public duty they
must set aside the teachings of Christ and instead follow common
sense.

But those who want to follow Christ must do so in all of life’s
situations. 'T'he ethic of the Kingdom of God cannot be mixed
with the ethic of the world. All actions, whether they be personal,
domestic or civic must be based on the ethic of the Kingdom of
God. Such a pattern of life will unavoidably set Christians apart
from the ways of the world.

In order to live a life separated from the world, Christians must
constantly be discerning God’s will for his people. To live a
separated life is not to separate oneself entirely from unbelicvers,
but to live among them as a faithful representative of the King-
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dom. This does not necessarily mean clinging to an outmoded
dress code, or refusing to use modern appliances. Rather it is to
live in the modern context but refusing to be drawn into the
patterns of life that are displeasing to God.

DiscussiON QUESTIONS

I. How can a life of “separation” be seen as “positive” at the same
time?

2. s it true that God has only one purpose for all people whom he has
created, or are there various ‘ethics for various groups of people?

3. Why is it not ehough simply to practice outmoded customs in order
to be “separated” from the world?

4. In what ways are believers tempted to assimilate with the world
today? What might an “alternative” Christian lifestyle look like?

Radical Discipleship : 21




The Church as a Voluntary
Community

BisLE STUDY

22

John 3:16-17 states clearly that it is God's will that the world be
saved. Whose will, besides God’s, is involved?

According to Acts 2:41, about 3000 persons were added to the
church. What rcle did these persons play in the process of being

added to the church?

What can we learn about the church from the word-pictures in

Ephesians 2:19-227

a. Fellow citizens with God's people.

b. Members of God's household.

c. A well-constructed building.

Radical Discipleship

4. What does it mean for believers to be one body in Christ {Romans
12:4-5)7

5. For what purpose has God gifted individuals in the church
(Ephesians 4:11-13 and | Corinthians 12:7)?

6. What specific things can be learned about the body of Christ from
| Carinthians 12:12-267

a, verse |3
b. verse 18
c. verse 25

d. verse 26

7. Acts |15 describes the process the early church used in making a
decision. What can we learn from this example?

Radical Discipleship
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8. | John 3:11-24 addresses the topic of love within the body of
Christ. What are five lessons that can be drawn from this passage?

a.

9. Why must Christians “obey God rather thar others” (Acts 5:29)7
Are there any exceptions to this principle?

COMMENTARY

ol he doctrine of the church takes a central place in Chris-
tian teaching. Some people do not pay much attention to
it because their world view is rooted in a philosophy of
individualism. They assume God’s primary interest is in
the salvation of isolated individuals. According to them, the
church is a loose association of individuals who love God and get
together occasionally to encourage one another. But the church is
to be a community of love, accountability and mutual edification.
A decision for Christ cannot ultimately be separated from a deci-
sion for his body, which is the church.

That is not to say that God is not interested in individuals. God’s
vision of a “people” who follow after him includes a specific
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concern for the individuals of that community. But, it is not his
intention that his followers be left alone in their struggle of faith-
fulness. Instead, his desire is to build up a people that demon-
strates Kingdom values in its communal life. Thus God’s people
are a heavenly “colony’ here on earth, demonstrating that the
Kingdom of God is already present among them.

If the church is a voluntary community, it is important that its life
be characterized by a community consciousness. All of its mem-
bers depend on God yet lean on one another for support. They
make decisions in a spirit of love and trust, confident that the
Spirit of God among them will be their guide. They understand
that the gifts of the Spirit are given to the church for its edification
and ministry, rather than to individuals for their own fulfilment.
The church is a family where love is demonstrated. If Christian
community functions in these ways, not only will the needs of
individual believers be met, but unbelievers will be drawn to
following Christ by the quality of life displayed.

Based on this vision of the church as a voluntary community

following Christ, the church and state must be separate entities.

The church must function as a free and open community without
compromising its allegiance to God, no matter what the cost.

Civil religion cannot be faithful to the biblical mandate. !

DiscussIoN QUESTIONS

[. Why are some Christians tempted to ignore the church?

2. In what ways is an “association of individual Christians” and a
“people of God" different from each other?

3. The vision of heaven in Revelation 19: 1-10 is that of a people
praising God together. How can this vision be instructive for the
church of today?

4. If the church is a true community of love, how will that affect its
evangelistic efforts?

5. What should be considered an appropriate relationship between the
church and the state?
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The Visible Church

BIBLE STUDY

26

Read Matthew 5:14-16. In what sense are Christians the light of the
world? What is the purpose of the light “set on a hiil?”

How will it be evident if a person is truly a believer (Luke 6:43-45)7
According to Philippians 2:14- 16, how can believers be identified?

What must believers do in order to bear fruit (John 15:1-4)7 How
will it be evident if one is “walking by the Spirit” and “bearing the
fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16, 22-23)?

Why is it so important to live like “...a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God” (f Peter 2:9-
12)?

What does the Scripture teach about those who are unwilling to live
openly for the Lord (Matthew 10:32-33)?

Radieal Discipleship

In Acts 2:42-47 we get a glimpse of the first church community

‘described in the New Testament. Take note of at least six character-

istics of this community.
2.

b.

e.

f.

Was this a visible or an invisible church? Why?

Read Matthew 18:15-20. Note the four steps a church must take if a
brother or sister continues to live in sin.

Why is such a process necessary?

Radical Discipleship 27




COMMENTARY

" rom the call of Abraham in Genesis 12 to the scene

around the throne in Revelation, it is clear that God

£ ,‘7 desires to have a people of his own——not a hidden, but a
"/ visible community. Through this church, God wants to

display the quality of life he offers to the whole world. The calibre

of life in the Christian community in which Christ dwells 1s

attractive to unbelievers.

Throughout the story of the Old Testament God seeks to estab-
lish and maintain a people for himself. However this was to be a
community that followed him openly as Abraham did. In the end,
the greater part of God’s chosen people rejected his way, prefer-
ring human kings who often led them into sin. But God selected a
remnant from among this disobedient people that demonstrated a
willingness to follow him openly (Isaiah 10:21, Romans 9:27-28).

Christ came to pick up that remnant in order to re-establish a
people for God (Luke 1:17). The Acts of the Apostles further
demonstrates how God fulfilled this purpose through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Once again there emerged a community
willing to follow God openly, no matter what the cost.

Many years later, when the church had grown cold through
neglect and direct disobedience, some began to ask: Where is the
true community of Christ? Some thought it could not be identi-
fied! The real church was that “invisible” group of faithful persons
among the masses of church members, which no one could recog-
nize. This concept must be rejected. Those who belong to the
people of God can be identified by their fruit. Christians must seek
to live in such a way that others will know where they stand in
relation to God and the church.

Based on this understanding of the visible church, believers who
openly practise a sinfill life-style must be dealt with according to
the “Rule of Christ” (Matthew 18). Those who sin openly and
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remain unrepentant become a stain on the body of Christ, and
should not have the comfort of saying they are members in good
standing. Such persons must be disciplined so that they will repent
and return to a way of life that gives full expression to the “visible”
community of faith. :

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

I.  Of what use is a light if it remains hidden?
2. Why does Christ want his followers to bear fruit?

3. What problems enter a church community no fonger concerned
about members who live in sin?

4. Why is the church so often afraid to use the “Rule of Christ” with
those who are living in sin?

5. What must be the attitude of those who exercise church discipline
(Galatians 6:1-5)7
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The Ordinances of the Church

BisLE STUDY

1.

30

Describe the extraordinary event that happened immediately after
Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3:13-17). Why was it necessary for Jesus
to be baptized?

According to Ephesians |:13-14, what is the role of the Holy Spirit
with reference to believers?

What is the significance of “...the pledge of a good conscience
toward God” with reference to baptism (I Peter 3:21)?

According to | John 5:6-8, what three witnesses have a role in
testifying about Christ? What does each of these refer to?

According to Romans 6:1-14, what is the significance of baptism for
the individual believer? in what sense does baptism relate to the
body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13-14)?

Radical Discipleship

According to Acts 2:41, what did persons who were added to the
church need to do?

Read Mark 10:35-40. What does “baptism” refer to in this passage?
How should Christians expect to participate in this “baptism?”

Read Luke 22:14-20. What does the phrase “This is my body...”
(v. 19) signify? Why? For what reason should believers celebrate
the Lord’s Supper?

| Corinthians 11:23-33 is the passage most frequently used in
connection with the Lord’s Supper.

a. What is the context in which these instructions are given
{vs. 17-22)?

b.Why are believers to “...wait for each other...” (v. 33)?

. According to | Corinthians 10:14-17, in what respects does partici-

pation in the Lord's Supper involve more than an individual experi-
ence!

Radical Discipleship 31




COMMENTARY

ordinances, which are, in effect, human activities bearing
some significance to a life of faith, Some call these
activities “sacraments,” because they believe they are
vehicles of divine grace for individual believers. Those who don’t
agree with this concept prefer the term “ordinances™ because they
understand these activities to be symbols of truth experienced in
the context of the church community.

One of these ordinances is baptism. Some hold that baptism itself
is the instrument of salvation and therefore try to baptize every-
one, including infants, to ensure their salvation. Evangelicals
generally view baptism in a more symbolic way, stressing that it
signifies an individual’s commitment to leave the world and
follow Christ. This also includes a communal understanding of
baptism in that it symbolizes an identification with God and his
people.

Based on I John 5:8 baptism is a three-fold witness, “...there are
three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and the three
are in agreement,” Just as Christ received the Spirit at his bap-
tism, so a person must be baptized or “sealed” by the Spirit,
making one’s commitment evident to the community. Just as
Christ was baptized with water in order to be identified with God
and his purposes in the world, so a believer receives water baptism
in order to identify openly with the body of Christ and the minis-
try God has given it. And finally, as Christ was baptized with blood
in his death, so in baptism believers commit themselves to stand
firm in their struggle against sin even to the point of death. Only
persons understanding the significance of such a three~fold com-
mitment should be baptized. On this basis we hold to “adult,
believers’ baptism” because we feel children are not capable of
making such an all-encompassing commitment.

Another ordinance is the Lord®s Supper. Some churches teach
that the elements in the Lord’s Supper are the literal body and
blood of Christ which gives salvation, or at least provides spiritual
nourishment for the believer. We consider the Lord’s Supper to be
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a memorial to the death of Christ and a celebration of the unity of
the body of Christ. The individual grains of wheat must lose their
identity in order to be integrated into the bread, and each grape
must be crushed in order to make its contribution to the wine,
Therefore it is thought most proper to celebrate the Lord’s Supper
in the context of the community of faith which is demonstrating
unity and love.,

Some churches believe that foot washing, as taught in John 13:1-7,
is also an ordinance. These churches consider the command given
to be as strongly prescriptive as those relating to baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. Churches that practice footwashing usually do so as
a part of their Lord’s Supper celebration.

Di1scussioN QQUESTIONS

. Are the ordinances of baptism and communion important for the
individual, the church, or both? In what way?

2. Why should a believer be prepared for a “baptism of blood?”

3. Is it really essential that the church community be walking in love
and unity when it celebrates the Lord's Supper?

4. How might the ordinance of footwashing fit well with that of the
Lord’s Supper?
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Leadership as Servanthood

BiBLE STUDY

According to Luke 22:24-27, what was the manner in which Jesus
lived among his disciples?

Read John 13:1-17.

a. What did jesus do to demonstrate his servant attitude?

b.What is the lesson he expected his disciples to learn from his
example?

in Matthew 16:24-26 Jesus cited three things those who follow him
must do. What are they, and what significance do they have for
spiritual leaders?

a.

b.
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What did Jesus want to teach his disciples by using the example of
a child (Mark 9:33-37)?

Read Mark 10:35-45.

a. According to this passage, what is a big temptation leaders face?

b.In what sense is leadership to be different among Christians than
among unbelievers?

What does Luke 7:28 teach us about membership in the Kingdom
of God?

Why did God give leadership gifts to the church (Ephesians 4:11-13)?

Who chose the persons to send with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch
to inform them about the decision made at the Jerusalem confer-
ence (Acts 15:22)?

According to | Corinthians 11:1, whom did Paul suggest the
Corinthians should follow?

. According to Hebrews 13,7, in what manner should leaders of the

church tive their lives?
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11. Read Galatians 2:8-9

a. How many specified leaders were there in the church at Jerusalem
(Galatians 2:8-9)7

b. How many leadess were there in Antioch (Acts 13: i)?

c. What might this teach us about leadership in the church today?

12. What should church leaders learn about leadership from the exam-
ple of the Pharisees (Matthew 23:1-12)?

COMMENTARY

o

' he New Testament does not offer one fixed form of

5/ leadership for all times and places. However, biblical

# leadership has distinetive characteristics and is based on
the example and teachings of Christ. It recognizes that
leadership is one gift among many given to the church, a shared _
responsibility, and is to be exercised in a spirit of “mutual subordi-
nation” (Ephesians 5:21).

Jesus came into the world, not to be served, but to serve. He
humbled himself and became obedient even to the point of death.
This was clearly evidenced when he washed his disciples’ feet.
Conscequently, the most important symbols of leadership are a
towel and basin. Some churches practise foot washing in order to
remind each other that all within the community are servants of
Christ and one another.

It was difficult for Jesus disciples to understand this “up-side-
down” approach to leadership. They sought positions of power
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and authority, but Jesus always taught them the way of servant
leadership. The Apostles sought to follow Jesus in this respect,
although imperfectly.

Leaders must stand “in the midst of God’s people” rather than
above or apart from them. They build trust in their leadership by
being responsible to God in the context of the community of
faith. By drawing on the resources of this community, they fur-
thermore empower and help to disciple it. This model of leader-
ship frees them to work humbly with other leaders and the entire
church community.

Some place much emphasis on a hierarchical or “chain-of-com-
mand” approach to leadership with conferred authority passed on
to office holders. Others down play the need for leadership,
maintaining that the Holy Spirit 1s the only leader needed among
us. However, leadership is a gift to be practised in the context of a
community where all members are servants of Christ. In that
respect, church leaders are, in effect, servants of servants. Biblical
leadership is always rooted in servanthood.

DiscussioN (QUESTIONS

I.  How important is the example of Christ in adopting a leadership
style in the church? Why?

2. What is the biggest ternptation facing church leaders? Why?
3. How can leaders huild trust in their leadership?

4. What does it mean for leaders to be servants of servants?
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Love in all Relationships—

The Teachings of Christ

BisLE STUDY

[, In what sense was Christ like a sheep (lsaiah 53:7)?

2. Why did Jesus heal the servant of a Roman centurion even though
Romans were enemies of the Jews (Matthew 8:5-13)?

3. In Matthew 21:1-11 we encounter the story of the triumphal entry.
What is significant about the fact that Jesus asked to ride a donkey
instead of a horse?

4. When the Jewish crowd came to arrest Jesus. one of his discip|e§
used violence to protect him. How did Jesus respond to this disciple
(Matthew 26:47-56)7

38 Radical Discipleship

Why did Jesus rebuke Peter when he did not want to accept the
idea that Jesus would have to suffer at the hands of his enemies
(Mark 8:31-33)?

What attitude did Jesus have toward those who were crucifying him
{Luke 23:32-34)?

After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples and showed
them his wounds (John 20:19-20). Then he said, “As the Father has
sent me, | am sending you (v:21}. What possible relationship is
there between the wounds of Christ and the commissioning of the
disciples?

According to the words of Jesus, with what should the saying, “an eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” be replaced (Matthew 5:38-42)7

With what are believers to replace the saying, “Love your neighbour
and hate your enemy” (Matthew 5:43-48)?
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10. According to Luke 19:10, Jesus came “...to seek and to save what
was lost.”

a. If this was Jesus goal, what should be the Christian’s goal with
reference to those who do not know Christ?

b. Does such an attitude permit them to harm their enemies? Explain.

11, Why are peacemakers called blessed by the Lord {Matthew 5:9)7

COMMENTARY

¢, od is Love (1 John 4:8), and Jesus Christ came to this

P j‘! earth to demonstrate that love. It was not casy for ‘the

‘{ disciples to understand the love of God and for this reason
they tried to persuade Jesus to abandon the.way of love.
They always wanted to identify their enemies and hurt -

them, but Jesus would not allow them to do so. Instcad, Jesus tried

to get them to understand that the life he mod.elled for them was

the only worthy way to live in the world. By his e)fanlple and his

teaching, Jesus showed the world that the way of God is not a way

of violence, but of peace and love.

For many centuries some Christians have taught that it_is not
necessary to follow Christ’s example of peace a'md love 1n order. to
be faithful to him. Some continue to hold the idea that the_ Ctth.
of Christ would have been possible as an interim measure if Chrise
would have returned quickly. But, because Christ has not come,
they assert, we must seek a more practical ethic. Ot:h_e‘rs say that
the ethic of love will be the ethic of the future vsvrhcl:n Sata_n is no
longer present, but for now, the ethic of Christ is impossible to

follow.
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Others maintain that the facts of Christ’s death, resurrection and
ascension overshadow his example and teaching about the way of
peace and love. Belief in the former is essential, but taking the
latter seriously is optional. Still others argue that Jesus’ ethic is
applicable in our personal lives, but not in our public lives. How-
ever, both Jesus’ teachings and examples of peace and love are
applicable today in every area of life. In other words, it is better to
suffer than to use violence against enemies.

There are biblical texts which some use to legitimize the Chris-
tian’s participation in violence. However, if these passages are read
in the larger context of the life and teachings of Jesus, they support
the ethic of love as the standard for Christian behaviour.

For example, it is not likely that Jesus used a whip on persons in
the cleansing of the temple in John 2. Versc 15 can legitimately be
translated to suggest that he used the whip only on the animals
(NIV). And the use of violence can not be defended on the basis
that Jesus said that two swords were enough for the walk to the
Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:38). It is clear in that context
that Jesus was not thinking of using the swords to defend himself
(v.51). All believers are sent into the world in the same manner
that Christ was sent—in a way that demonstrates love instead of
violence.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

L. It seems to be natural to react violently when hurt or threatened by
others, Why?

2. Why is it so popular in Christian circles to evade Christ's example
and teaching about loving enemies?

3. What are the implications of the way of love for the personal lives
of believers?

4. What are the implications of the way of love for the civic or public
lives of believers?
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Love in All Relationships—
The Teachings of the Apostles

B1BLE STUDY

[. In Colossians 1:15-23, the Apostle Paul discusses Christ and his
work. In what respect should the example and power of Christ
become evident in believers’ lives (v:22)?

2. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21,

a.!f persons have been reconciled with Christ, what has changed?
b. Does this include human relationships?

c. What is the ministry they have received from God?
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Why did Christ die for us “while we were yet sinners” and “en-
emies of God" (Romans 5:8)?

In Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul discusses relationships between Jews and
Centiles. What happened to believers belonging to these two very
different groups who considered themselves mortal enemies:

a. according to verse 147

b. according to verse 157

c. Why was such a reconciliation possible?

Read Calatians 5:22-23

a.In what contexts should the fruit of the Spirit be evident—in our
relationship with God, with others, or both?

b.One fruit of the Spirit is peace. How should this fruit be evident
in human relationships?

Why do Christ’s followers not fight using the “weapons of the
world” {2 Corinthians 10:3-5)?
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7.

Read Ephesians 6:14-18.

a. Name the seven weapons that the church community is to
employ in its fight against evil.

b.In what respect are these weapons different from the weapons the
world uses? '

8. Romans 12:17 teaches that Christians are not to return “evil for

evil.” Does this refer to relationships with unbelievers as well as
believers? Why?

9. According to Romans 13:10, “Love does no harm to its neighbour.”

Who is our neighbour?

COMMENTARY

" uring their ministry with Christ, his disciples found it
difficult to understand the message of love and peace.
But after Pentecost, with the help of the Holy Spiri,
things changed. Now they began to grasp the signifi-
cance of this new way.

The Apostle Paul spoke freely about the gospel of reconciliation.
He held that those who receive the Lord are reconciled to God.
That means that those who formerly were enemies of God now
love God and follow in his way. But, they not only walk hand-in-
hand with God, they also carry the responsibility to be ambassa-
dors for God, announcing the gospel of reconciliation.

Some place much emphasis on being reconciled to God, but less
significance on being reconciled to others. However, being recon-
ciled to each other is also of great importance. God’s love for
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humanity, as demonstrated in Jesus, must be the example for the
love his disciples show one another as well as to unbelievers. A key
New Testament example of the effect of such love is that when
Jews and Gentiles received Christ they stopped being enemies,
They became as one—reconciled. Believers today must always
seek reconciliation wherever there are broken relationships.

Followers of Christ believe that every human being has the possi-
bility of being reconciled to God. This vision lies at the heart of
evangelism. Thus, in order to be true evangelicals, believers must
love every person, friend or enemy. All are loved by God and must
also be loved by his people. According to Myron Augsburger, “It
is clearly counter-productive to harm or kill those persons we are
seeking to win to Christ.”

And what about the members of the church around the world? Is
it right to kill believers of another country? No! Believers must
seek a life-style that demonstrates peace and love in all relation-
ships, both with unbelievers and believers. Alexander Clement of
Alexandria stated in 200 A.D., “With his blood, Christ is gather-
ing up an army that does not shed blood.” This is still true.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

|, How does the concept of reconciliation throw light on the meaning
of salvation?

2. 1f 1 love my neighbours as myself (Matthew 19:19), is it likely that |
will harm them intentionally? Explain.

3. s it possible for Christians of two or more races to form a church in
which they love one another? Why might it be difficult? Why
might it be possible?

4. s the statement made by Myron Augsburger valid?

5. Is the statement made by Clement of Alexandria valid?
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Love in all Relationships—

What about the Old Testament

BIBLE STUDY

1. When God created the world, there was peace in at least three sets
of relationships. What were they?

a, Cenesis 1:29-31
h. Genesis 2:24-25

¢, Genesis 3:8a

2  What was the greatest temptation that ultimately brought the
downfall of Adam and Eve {Genesis 3:5)7

3. What happened to the peace in the three sets of relationships
Adam and Eve had known?

a. Genesis 3:16-19
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b. Genesis 3:7
c. Genesis 3:8-13

4, What was one of the earliest evidences that the Fall had affected
human relationships negatively (Genesis 4:8-9)7

5. In what respect was Lamech’s murder of a young man different from
Cain's killing of his brother {Genesis 4:19-24)?

6. What unconventional means did God use to fight for his people:
a. according to Exodus 14:13-147
b. according to Judges 7:19-21?
c. according to Joshua 67

7. According to God’s plan, who was to drive out the residents of
Canaan (Exodus 23:20-33)7 What happened when the Israelites
tried to enter Canaan in their own strength (Numbers 14:36-45)?

8. Why did God grant the request of the Israelites to have a king even
though he was opposed to the idea (| Samuel 8:19-22)? Did God
abandon the Israelites when they did not follow his plan for them
perfectly? Why not?
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9. What was God intending to do through the Israelites (Isaiah 49:3-6)?
Why did this purpose fail again and again?

COMMENTARY

- any times God showed his people that it was not neces-
, sary to fight like the nations around them did. He
wanted to defend his people with other weapons such as
plagues, wind, hornets, lamps, and trumpets. But the
people insisted on fighting like the rest of the world fought. So
God accompanied his people into the wars of their choosing.

Yet this raises the question, “If the New Testament teaches the
way of peace, why do we find so much violence in the Old Testa-
ment?” Some say that the violence of the Old Testament was
blessed by God, and because God does not change, it must be his
will that believers today practise violence. Others say that the God
of the Old Testament is not the God of the New Testament.

Both Testaments reveal the same God, but the history and teach-
ings of the OMd Testament must be interpreted through Christ
because he is the ultimate revelation of God (See Lesson #1).
From this perspective, it is clear that God’s primary desire is for
peace: between God and all persons, between all persons on earth,
and between God’s people and the environment. But this peace
has been destroyed by sin. For this reason God embarked on a
great project of restoring peace.

But how would this be possible? The extent of the Fall made it
difficult to effect immediate reconciliation in these areas of bro-
kenness. Therefore God chose a special people and began to show
them his will in a progressive manner. Because his plan was that
this people would obey his will and then spread it throughout the
whole world, God always urged his people forward and upward.
In many cases, God’s people chose not to follow his direction.
They practised polygamy, slavery, divorce, monarchy and vio-
lence. And what did God do? Instead of abandoning them, he
continued to work with them, always demonstrating his desire to
effect reconciliation wherever possible.
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During the times of the kings in Israel, God used his prophets to
remind the people that they should trust in Him, not in their
weapons. Through Isaiah, God showed his people that in the
ultimate sense, victory is not gained by the sword, but through
suffering and death. Most people of that time rejected this truth.
But when Christ came, he demonstrated and taught this way of
peace and non-violence—the way that had been God’s will from
the beginning. Even if we are not able to understand all of God’s
ways in the Old Testament, we must follow the Christ of the
New, and that is the way of peace and love in all relationships.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

3 Why did God not abandon his people even though they did not
listen to his advice? Why was it so hard for the people of God to
understand his will?

2. Why do you think that God used different weapons in war than
those of “the nations?”

3. How should OId Testament wars be interpreted in relation to
Christ's message of love and peace? Explain.
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The Mission of _the Church

BisLE STUDY
[. Read Matthew 28:(8-20.

a. What is the mandate for the disciples of Christ as they spread
throughout the world?

b.Why are new believers to be baptized?

c. Why is it important to teach them all the things which Jesus
taught?

d.Of what significance is Jesus” promise that he will be with the
disciples to the end of time?

2. Why are the “feet of those who bring the good news of the gospel”
considered to be beautiful (Romans 10:14-15)?
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3. Read Acts 8:1-5.

a. Who were the persons scattered throughout Judea and Samaria?

b.What did they do wherever they went?

4. According to James 1:27, what responsibility do believers have
towards those experiencing various kinds of hardships?

5. Read I John 3:16-20,

a. How should the love of God be expressed in the lives of believers?
' b.Why does such action set their hearts at rest (v. 19)?

6. Read Matthew 25:31-46.

a. Why did those on the right inherit the kingdom (v:34)?
b. Why were those on the left cast aside (v:41)?

c. To whom does the phrase “the least of these my brothers” refer,
only to Christians or also to unbelievers (v:40)7
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7. Read the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.

a. What was the question that the “expert in the law” posed for
Jesus?

b.How did Jesus respond (v:27)?

¢. What can be learned from this parable about Christian ministry in
the world?

COMMENTARY

W he true Christian church must work together with God
*/in what he is doing in the world. God’s purpose is “...to
unite all things in him...” (Ephesians 1:10). He wants all
of his creation to reflect his glory. The nature of God is
such that he wants to do everything possible to save the fallen
world, and he wants his body, the church, to have this same
concern.

Some hold that the Great Commission applies only to a sclect
group of individuals like the early apostles or modern-day mis-
sionaries. However, all disciples of Christ are ambassadors of the
Good News. All persons are called upon to respond voluntarily to
the call of Christ, not only to gain eternal life, but to glorify God
through discipleship.

In the act of baptism believers commit themselves to participate
with God in his work in the world. As they live at peace within
the community of faith and with those on the outside, they
demonstrate to the world that the gospel works in all relationships.
When those on the outside observe the quality of life among
believers, they will seek an explanation. In such a context it is
natural to present the gospel and invite those on the outside to
receive Christ and join them as members of the body of Christ.

52 Radical Discipleship

Some say the only worthy service for the Lord is “spiritual” work.
However Christ was concerned for the welfare of the whole
person. All persons are created in the image of God, even those
who do not receive Christ, and are therefore worthy of receiving
help in their time of need. Believers must be ready to do good to
all. Even those who persecute us should be shown the love of
God. The gospel is the Good News that Christ has come to this
world to offer abundant and eternal life. The whole church is
responsible to take the whole gospel to the whole world.

DiscussioN QUESTIONS

{.  What are those things that God wants to unite in himself
(Ephesians 1:10)?

2. If a church demonstrates a life of peace and love, how does this
affect its invitation to unbelievers to receive Christ? Explain.

3. Why is it important to help persons in their physical, social, and
spiritual needs? How can this be done?

4. What is the impact of the statement, “The whole church is respon-
sible to take the whole gospel to the whole world?”
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