


JONAH: A BITTER PROPHET
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Jonah’s mission to bring the 
Lord’s message of repentance 
to the people of Nineveh was 
a complete success!

But instead of seeing Nineveh’s 
transformation as a reason to be happy 
and celebrate, Jonah was furious, and he 
lost his temper and yelled at God.

I knew it!

I knew when I was back 
home that you are full 
of grace, mercy, and 

endless love and that 
you would forgive 

these people and not 
punish them.

That’s why 
I ran off to 

Tarshish!

So, God, if 
you won’t kill 
them, kill me!

I’m better 
off dead!
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God replied to Jonah’s 
angry outburst...

But Jonah didn’t 
respond...

he just stormed out of 
the city, headed east, and 
sat down in a sulk.

He built a makeshift shelter of leafy 
branches so that he could sit in the 
shade while he watched and waited to 
see what would happen to the city.

What do you 
have to be 

angry about?
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God arranged for a plant with large, 
broad leaves to spring up where 
Jonah had set up his little camp.

The leaves spread out over Jonah 
and cooled him off, pulling him out 
of his foul mood.

Jonah was pleased and 
enjoyed the shade.

 Life was looking up.



JONAH: A BITTER PROPHET

JONAH 4:1–11										          	     	 5

But just as quickly and 
unexpectedly as the plant 
arrived, so too did a worm.

This worm enjoyed eating 
the plant as much as Jonah 
enjoyed sitting in its shade.

By dawn of the next day, the worm 
that God had sent had eaten so much 

of the tree that it withered away.
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As the sun rose to reveal the 
withered state of the plant, God sent 
a hot, blistering wind from the east.

The sun beat down 
on Jonah’s head.

But God said 
to Jonah...

As Jonah was about to 
faint from the heat, he 
prayed to die...

What right 
do you have 

to get angry 
about this 

shade tree?

I’m better 
off dead!

Losing it has 
made me angry 
enough to want 

to die!

I have plenty 
of right! 



JONAH: A BITTER PROPHET

JONAH 4:1–11										          	     	 7

The End

How can you be 
so angry over 
a plant you did 
nothing for?

You neither 
planted nor 
watered it.

It grew up one 
night and died 

the next.

 Now you’re so angry 
that it’s dead that you 
would rather die than 

live without it?


