ADVENT STUDY GUIDE — WEEK 1
God With Us in the Promise


DIGGING IN
Understanding the Text — Read Matthew 1:1–25 several times and make annotations along the way.
As we begin this Advent Study this season, let us slow down and look back so that we can look forward again with hope. 
As we see in Matthew’s Gospel, he begins with a genealogy and not Jesus’ birth—not to bore us, but to remind us that the story of Jesus does not begin with a manger, but with the eternal plan of God unfolding across generations. Before we ever see Emmanuel wrapped in swaddling clothes, we are invited to see Him wrapped first in the promises of God. This is seen as Matthew begins anchoring the story of Jesus firmly in the story God has already been writing from the beginning.
And as Matthew begins, we read the words in verse 1, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”
Here, Jesus is presented as the Son of Abraham—the promised blessing to all nations—and the Son of David—the rightful King whose throne will last forever. Matthew’s structure, references, and intentional inclusion of people reveal God’s sovereign grace at work in every generation.

The birth narrative reveals divine intervention through the Holy Spirit, Joseph’s righteous and costly obedience, and the identity of Jesus as Savior (“He will save His people from their sins”) and Emmanuel (“God with us”). Matthew shows Jesus as both the promised King and God’s saving presence among His people.
• What does Matthew communicate by introducing Jesus as the Son of Abraham and the Son of David?
• How does Matthew use structure, names, and Old Testament connections to show Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s plan?
• What surprises you about the people included in Jesus’ genealogy? And why might God have included deeply imperfect stories in the savior’s lineage?
• What does Joseph’s response reveal about biblical righteousness?

• Why is the virgin conception essential to understanding who Jesus is and what He came to do?


DIGGING DEEPER
Matthew’s genealogy is not a polished list of saints but a record of God’s redeeming grace. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba remind us that God’s story is written through real, broken people. Jesus does not come from a perfect line—He comes to redeem a broken one.


Jesus’ name announces His mission: He came to save His people from their sins. His title,
Emmanuel reveals His identity as the God who comes near. In Christ, God’s presence is personal, compassionate, and redemptive. And as we see Joseph’s obedience, we see how one might demonstrate faith that acts even when understanding is incomplete.

• How does seeing God work through deeply imperfect people shape your understanding of
grace?

• What do the names “Jesus” and “Emmanuel” reveal about God’s heart toward sinners?

• How does this chapter clarify what humanity’s deepest spiritual need actually is?

• In what ways does Joseph’s costly obedience challenge or encourage your own walk of faith?

• Where else in Scripture do you see the theme of “God with us” appear?


LIVE IT OUT
Because Jesus is Emmanuel—God with us—you are invited to trust God’s faithfulness, rest in His nearness, and obey Him joyfully. The God who kept His promises across centuries will keep His promises to you today. Joseph’s example invites us to courageous obedience, even when the path is unclear, and the genealogy reminds us that God works in the hidden and unexpected places of our stories.

• What promise of God do you need to cling to afresh this Advent season?

• Where does the truth “God with us” speak directly into your current situation?

• What step of obedience is the Spirit prompting you to take, even without full clarity?

• Who around you needs to experience the hope of Emmanuel through your encouragement or
service?

• How might a deeper awareness of God’s nearness reshape how you approach this Christmas season?


Weekly Reflection: Write slowly and prayerfully: “Because Jesus is Emmanuel, I can trust God with…”


Prayer: This week, praise God for the grace woven through the story of Jesus’ coming. Thank him for keeping every promise and drawing near in love. Ask him to Strengthen your faith, settle your fears, and to help you be more aware of His presence in your life this Advent.

