LIFEPOINTE SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY GUIDE: Romans 2:1–16 (NIV)

Romans 2:1-16 NIV - 1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God "will repay each person according to what they have done." 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism. 12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God judges people's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.
Connection Question:
Why is it easier to judge others for their sins than to recognize and confront our own?

TRUTH 1 — God’s Judgment Is Perfect, Impartial, and Based on Truth (Romans 2:1–6)

Discussion Points:
1. Human judgment is flawed because we often condemn others for the very sins we commit. (Romans 2:1)
2. God’s judgment is based on truth, not appearances or self-perception. (Romans 2:2)
3. No one can escape God’s judgment by hiding behind religious activity or moral comparisons. (Romans 2:3)
4. Refusing to repent shows contempt for God’s kindness and patience. (Romans 2:4)
5. Unrepentant hearts store up judgment, not excuses. (Romans 2:5)
6. God will judge each person according to what they have done. (Romans 2:6)

Small Group Questions:
1. Where do you find yourself most tempted to judge others quickly?
2. What makes it difficult to see our own sins clearly?
3. How have you experienced God’s patience leading you toward repentance?
4. How does knowing that God judges with truth change your view of yourself and others?

TRUTH 2 — God Honors Those Who Persist in Doing Good and Judges Those Who Follow Evil (Romans 2:7–11)

Discussion Points:
1. Persistence in doing good flows from a transformed heart seeking God’s glory, not personal praise. (Romans 2:7)
2. God gives eternal life to those who pursue righteousness through faith. (John 6:29)
3. Self-seeking people who reject truth and follow evil bring wrath upon themselves. (Romans 2:8)
4. Both Jews and Gentiles are accountable. (Romans 2:9–10)
5. God rewards righteousness and judges evil impartially. (Romans 2:11)
6. God’s standard applies to all people. (Acts 10:34–35)

Growth Questions:
1. What does “persistence in doing good” look like in real life?
2. How can a person tell whether they are “seeking God’s glory” or “self-seeking”?
3. How does God’s impartiality challenge your assumptions?
4. What helps you stay faithful when the rewards aren’t immediate?

TRUTH 3 — God Judges Both Outward Behavior and the Secret Intentions of the Heart (Romans 2:12–16)

Discussion Points:
1. Those who sin with or without the law are accountable. (Romans 2:12)
2. It isn’t hearing but obeying the law that reveals righteousness. (Romans 2:13)
3. Gentiles demonstrate God’s law through their conscience. (Romans 2:14–15)
4. Conscience is God’s internal witness. (Romans 2:15)
5. God judges secret thoughts and motives. (Romans 2:16)
6. Jesus Christ will bring what is hidden to light. (1 Corinthians 4:5)

Small Group Questions:
1. What makes obeying God harder than knowing what He requires?
2. How does your conscience guide you?
3. How does knowing God sees your heart change your pursuit of holiness?
4. Where is God calling you to align your intentions with actions?

Go Therefore Question:
If God weighs both our actions and motives, what area of your life is He calling you to deeper repentance or obedience?

