Deeper Dive: Acts 1:1–8 (NIV)

Acts 1:1-8 NIV - 1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Opening Question
How does Jesus’ final instruction before His ascension shape our understanding of what it means to live as His witnesses today?
Truth #1: Jesus Continues His Work Through His People (vv. 1–3)
“In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach…” (v.1)
1. Jesus’ ministry didn’t end with His ascension—it continues through His disciples. (Philippians 1:6)
2. The Holy Spirit empowers believers to continue Jesus’ mission. (John 14:12)
3. Jesus provides proof of His resurrection to establish unshakable faith. (1 Corinthians 15:5–8)
4. Jesus spent 40 days instructing them about the Kingdom of God—His mission was deliberate and purposeful. (Luke 24:45–49)
5. The continuity between Jesus’ earthly ministry and the church’s mission reveals that His work is unfinished. (Matthew 28:20)
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. How can we personally participate in continuing Jesus’ work today?
2. What does it mean that Jesus “began” to do and teach?
3. Why was it important for Jesus to provide many convincing proofs of His resurrection?
4. In what ways can we reflect the kingdom of God in our daily lives?
Truth #2: God’s Promises Require Waiting and Obedience (vv. 4–5)
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised…”
1. Waiting is an act of faith and obedience, not passivity. (Isaiah 40:31)
2. The promise of the Holy Spirit reminds us that God fulfills His word in His time. (Luke 24:49)
3. Obedience positions us to receive what God has promised. (John 14:15–17)
4. The Holy Spirit’s baptism is a transformation, not a ritual. (Titus 3:5–6)
5. The disciples’ waiting prepared them for empowerment; God works in our waiting. (Psalm 27:14)
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. What does waiting on God look like in your life right now?
2. Why is obedience a necessary step before receiving God’s promises?
3. How does waiting strengthen faith?
4. What can the disciples’ example teach us about patience and expectation?
Truth #3: The Holy Spirit Empowers Us to Be Witnesses (vv. 6–8)
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses…”
1. The disciples expected a political kingdom; Jesus pointed to a spiritual mission. (John 18:36)
2. God’s timing and authority supersede human expectations. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)
3. The Holy Spirit gives believers the power to live and speak boldly for Christ. (2 Timothy 1:7)
4. Being a witness starts where you are and expands outward. (Matthew 5:14–16)
5. The gospel is for all nations—our mission is global and inclusive. (Revelation 7:9)
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. How does the Holy Spirit empower you to be a witness for Christ?
2. What keeps believers from sharing their faith boldly today?
3. How can we begin being witnesses in our “Jerusalem” (our local community)?
4. What does it mean to live as a witness rather than just speak as one?
Closing Question
How does Acts 1:1–8 challenge you to live differently this week—as someone continuing Jesus’ mission through the power of the Holy Spirit?
