Deeper Dive: Isaiah 6:1–13 (NIV)

Isaiah 6:1-13 NIV - 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 9 He said, "Go and tell this people: " 'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.' 10 Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed." 11 Then I said, "For how long, Lord?" And he answered: "Until the cities lie ruined and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and ravaged, 12 until the LORD has sent everyone far away and the land is utterly forsaken. 13 And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land."

Discovery Question
When was the last time you truly sensed God’s presence — and how did it change your view of yourself and your calling?
Truth #1: A True Vision of God Leads to a Right View of Ourselves (vv. 1–5)
Isaiah’s vision of the Lord reveals His holiness, power, and glory — and immediately exposes Isaiah’s own sinfulness.
1. God is high and exalted above all — Isaiah 6:1; Psalm 97:9
2. The holiness of God fills all creation — Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8
3. God’s presence brings awe and trembling — Isaiah 6:4; Exodus 19:18
4. A true vision of God reveals our sinfulness — Isaiah 6:5; Romans 3:23
5. God’s holiness calls for humble repentance — Isaiah 6:5; 1 John 1:9
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. How does Isaiah’s vision challenge our modern view of God’s holiness?
2. Why do we often minimize our sin until we see it in light of God’s glory?
3. What areas of your life might need a renewed awareness of God’s holiness?
4. How can humility prepare our hearts for deeper service to God?
Truth #2: God’s Cleansing Prepares Us for His Calling (vv. 6–8)
Before God sends Isaiah, He purifies him — showing that forgiveness precedes commission.
1. God provides cleansing from sin — Isaiah 6:6–7; Hebrews 9:14
2. Cleansing brings transformation — Isaiah 6:7; 2 Corinthians 5:17
3. Forgiveness leads to a willing heart — Isaiah 6:8; Romans 12:1
4. God’s call is both personal and purposeful — Isaiah 6:8; Ephesians 2:10
5. Availability matters more than ability — Isaiah 6:8; 1 Samuel 3:10
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. What holds people back from responding to God’s call with 'Send me'?
2. How does forgiveness empower us to serve joyfully?
3. What’s one way you can say 'yes' to God this week?
4. Why is personal surrender crucial to living out your faith?
Truth #3: God’s Mission May Be Hard, but His Purpose Remains Holy (vv. 9–13)
Isaiah’s call wasn’t glamorous — it was to proclaim truth to a resistant people. Yet God’s plan always carries hope.
1. God’s message is sometimes rejected — Isaiah 6:9–10; Matthew 13:14–15
2. Faithful obedience matters more than visible success — Isaiah 6:9–10; 1 Corinthians 4:2
3. Judgment reveals God’s justice — Isaiah 6:11–12; Romans 11:22
4. Hope remains even in devastation — Isaiah 6:13; Romans 11:5
5. God’s purpose always leads to renewal — Isaiah 6:13; Isaiah 11:1
Small Group Discussion Questions
1. How should we measure success in ministry or obedience?
2. Why does God sometimes send us into difficult or unfruitful situations?
3. Where have you seen God bring renewal out of something that seemed hopeless?
4. How can hope in God’s promises sustain you in seasons of difficulty?
Closing Question
What might change in your life if you truly saw God’s holiness, received His cleansing, and responded to His call with 'Here am I, send me'?
