LIFEPOINTE Small Group Study Guide: John 17:6–19 (NIV) 

John 17:6-19 NIV - 6 "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

Connection  Question:
 What does Jesus’ prayer in this passage reveal about His heart for His disciples?

Truth 1: Jesus Reveals the Father and Gives His Word (John 17:6–8)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus revealed the Father to the disciples (v.6; John 1:18).
2. The disciples belonged to the Father before being given to Jesus (v.6; Ephesians 1:4–5).
3. They obeyed God’s word, showing genuine discipleship (v.6; John 14:23).
4. Everything Jesus has comes from the Father (v.7; John 5:19).
5. Jesus gave them God’s words, and they accepted them (v.8; John 6:68).
6. They believed Jesus was sent by the Father (v.8; John 3:17).

Growth Questions 
1. What does it mean for Jesus to “reveal” the Father to us today?
2. How does obedience demonstrate genuine discipleship?
3. Why is it important that the disciples received Jesus’ words?
4. What helps you accept God’s word even when it challenges you?

Truth 2: Jesus Prays for Their Protection and Unity (John 17:9–12)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus specifically prays for those given to Him (v.9; Hebrews 7:25).
2. All the Father has is the Son’s and vice versa (v.10; Colossians 1:19).
3. Jesus is glorified through His disciples (v.10; Matthew 5:16).
4. Jesus asks the Father to protect them by His name (v.11; Proverbs 18:10).
5. The goal of protection is unity “as We are one” (v.11; Ephesians 4:3).
6. Jesus protected them while on earth, losing none except Judas (v.12; Psalm 41:9).

Growth Questions 
1. Why do you think Jesus emphasizes praying for protection?
2. What does unity “as We are one” practically look like?
3. How can believers glorify Jesus today?
4. What threatens unity in the church, and how can we guard against it?

Truth 3: Jesus Sends Them into the World and Sanctifies Them by the Truth (John 17:13–19)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus wants His disciples to have His full joy (v.13; John 15:11).
2. The world hates them because they are not of the world (v.14; 1 John 3:13).
3. Jesus does not pray for escape from the world but protection from the evil one (v.15; Matthew 6:13).
4. Disciples are not of the world, just as Jesus is not (v.16; Philippians 3:20).
5. Sanctification happens through God’s truth—His Word (v.17; Psalm 119:160).
6. Jesus sends His disciples into the world just as the Father sent Him (v.18; Matthew 28:19).
7. Jesus sanctifies Himself so His disciples may be sanctified (v.19; Hebrews 10:10).

Growth Questions:
1. Why is joy essential for followers of Jesus?
2. How should Christians live “in the world but not of it”?
3. What does sanctification look like in everyday life?
4. In what ways are we sent into the world today?

Go Therefore Question:
How does Jesus’ prayer shape the way you understand your identity, purpose, and mission as a follower of Christ?

