
LIFEPOINTE Small Group Study Guide: Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV)

Matthew 28:16-20 NIV - 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
Connection Question:
When you hear Jesus’ command to “go and make disciples of all nations,” what personal response or emotion rises within you?

Truth 1: Jesus Possesses All Authority (Matthew 28:18)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus’ authority is universal. (Matthew 28:18 NIV)
2. Jesus’ authority validates the mission. (John 20:21 NIV)
3. Jesus’ authority brings confidence, not fear. (Philippians 4:13 NIV)
4. Jesus’ authority is superior to all earthly powers. (Ephesians 1:21 NIV)
5. Jesus’ authority assures victory in the mission. (Romans 8:37 NIV)

Growth Questions:
1. How does Jesus having “all authority” shape your understanding of the Great Commission?
2. What areas of your life would change if you fully trusted His authority?
3. Why do you think Jesus declares His authority before giving the mission?
4. How does His authority strengthen you when facing challenges?

Truth 2: Jesus Commands Us to Make Disciples (Matthew 28:19–20a)

Discussion Points:
1. The command is to “make disciples,” not merely converts. (Luke 14:27 NIV)
2. The mission is global—reaching “all nations.” (Revelation 7:9 NIV)
3. Baptism marks public identification with the Triune God. (Acts 2:41 NIV)
4. Teaching obedience is essential to discipleship. (John 14:15 NIV)
5. Discipleship requires ongoing investment and relationship. (2 Timothy 2:2 NIV)

Growth Questions:
1. What does real disciple-making look like in everyday life?
2. Why is baptism an important part of following Jesus?
3. What challenges arise when teaching obedience?
4. Who has discipled you, and whom might God be calling you to disciple?

Truth 3: Jesus Promises His Continuous Presence (Matthew 28:20b)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus promises an unbroken, ongoing presence. (Matthew 28:20 NIV)
2. His presence gives courage for the mission. (Joshua 1:9 NIV)
3. His presence brings peace in uncertainty. (John 14:27 NIV)
4. His presence empowers believers through the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:8 NIV)
5. His presence remains until the mission is complete. (Hebrews 13:5 NIV)

Growth  Questions:
1. How have you experienced Jesus’ presence recently?
2. What fears does His promise help you overcome?
3. How does knowing Jesus is always with you shape disciple-making?
4. What practices help you stay aware of His presence?

Go Therefore  Question:
What next step is Jesus inviting you to take as you participate in His mission to make disciples?

