
LIFEPOINTE SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE : 1 John 4:7-21 (NIV) 

1 John 4:7-21 NIV - 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.

Connection Question
Why does John connect our love for others so directly to our knowledge and relationship with God?

Truth 1: God Is the Source and Definition of Love (vv. 7–10)

Discussion Points
1. Love originates from God (v.7). Verse: 1 John 4:7 NIV
2. Loving others is evidence of being born of God (v.7). Verse: 1 John 4:7 NIV
3. Lack of love reveals a lack of true knowledge of God (v.8). Verse: 1 John 4:8 NIV
4. God demonstrated His love by sending His Son (v.9). Verse: 1 John 4:9 NIV
5. Love is defined by God’s initiative, not ours (v.10). Verse: 1 John 4:10 NIV
6. Jesus’ sacrifice reveals the depth of God’s love (v.10). Verse: 1 John 4:10 NIV

Growth  Questions
1. Why is God’s love foundational for understanding how to love others?
2. How does knowing that love comes from God change your approach to difficult relationships?
3. What does Jesus’ sacrificial love teach us about the nature of real love?
4. How do we guard against defining love by culture rather than by God?

Truth 2: God’s Love Is Made Complete in Us as We Love One Another (vv. 11–16)

Discussion Points
1. We are obligated to love because God first loved us (v.11). Verse: 1 John 4:11 NIV
2. We reveal God to the world when we love one another (v.12). Verse: 1 John 4:12 NIV
3. The Spirit affirms our connection to God (v.13). Verse: 1 John 4:13 NIV
4. We testify to God’s love by acknowledging Jesus as Savior (v.14–15). Verse: 1 John 4:14–15 NIV
5. We rely on God’s love as our foundation (v.16). Verse: 1 John 4:16 NIV
6. Living in love means living in God (v.16). Verse: 1 John 4:16 NIV

Growth  Questions
1. What does it look like for God’s love to be “made complete” in us?
2. How does the Holy Spirit empower us to love beyond our natural capacity?
3. Why is acknowledging Jesus essential for living a life of love?
4. In what practical ways can you rely more deeply on God’s love?

Truth 3: Perfect Love Drives Out Fear and Demonstrates Authentic Faith (vv. 17–21)

Discussion Points
1. Love gives confidence before God (v.17). Verse: 1 John 4:17 NIV
2. Perfect love removes fear rooted in judgment (v.18). Verse: 1 John 4:18 NIV
3. Our love flows from God’s prior love for us (v.19). Verse: 1 John 4:19 NIV
4. Hatred contradicts any claim to loving God (v.20). Verse: 1 John 4:20 NIV
5. Loving others is a command, not a suggestion (v.21). Verse: 1 John 4:21 NIV
6. Our relationships with people reveal the truth of our relationship with God (v.20–21). Verse: 1 John 4:20–21 NIV

Growth  Questions
1. What fears has God’s love driven out of your life—or needs to?
2. Why do you think hatred or bitterness is incompatible with loving God?
3. How can we grow in responding to God’s love rather than trying to earn His love?
4. What relationship in your life currently needs the transforming work of God’s love?

Go Therefore Question
How is God calling you to embody His love in your relationships this week?

