
LIFEPOINTE Small Group Study Guide: Acts 1:1–8 Bible Study (NIV)

Acts 1:1-8 NIV - 1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Connection  Question:
When you think about the mission Jesus left for His followers, what part of it feels most relevant—or most challenging—for you today?

TRUTH 1 — Jesus Prepares His Followers Before Sending Them Out (Acts 1:1–4)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus continued teaching and shaping His disciples even after the resurrection. (Acts 1:1 NIV)
2. He proved His resurrection with “many convincing proofs,” strengthening their faith. (Acts 1:3 NIV)
3. Jesus spoke to them about the Kingdom of God, grounding their mission in God’s rule and purpose. (Acts 1:3 NIV)
4. He gave instructions through the Holy Spirit, modeling dependence on the Spirit. (Acts 1:2 NIV)
5. Before sending them out, He commanded them to stay and wait—obedience comes before mission. (Acts 1:4 NIV)
6. Preparation happens in God’s timing, not ours. (Acts 1:2 NIV)

Growth Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus spent 40 days preparing the disciples before sending them out?
2. What “convincing proofs” has God shown you in your own life that strengthened your faith?
3. What does waiting on God look like for you in this season?
4. How does knowing Jesus teaches through the Holy Spirit impact your confidence in following Him?

TRUTH 2 — God Promises the Power Needed to Accomplish His Mission (Acts 1:4–5, 8)

Discussion Points:
1. Jesus tells them not to move ahead without the promised gift—the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:4 NIV)
2. The promise is from the Father, showing this empowerment is God’s idea, not ours. (Acts 1:4 NIV)
3. Being “baptized with the Holy Spirit” means being immersed in God’s presence and power. (Acts 1:5 NIV)
4. The Holy Spirit brings supernatural power for God’s mission. (Acts 1:8 NIV)
5. The mission is impossible without the Spirit’s power but unstoppable with it. (Acts 1:8 NIV)
6. The Spirit empowers believers for boldness, clarity, and witness. (Acts 4:8 NIV)

Growth Questions
1. How would you define spiritual “power” based on this passage?
2. In what ways do you feel most in need of the Holy Spirit’s strength right now?
3. Why do you think Jesus required waiting for the Spirit instead of letting the disciples act immediately?
4. How have you personally experienced the Holy Spirit providing power or boldness?

TRUTH 3 — Jesus Sends Believers on a Global Mission (Acts 1:6–8)

Discussion Points:
1. The disciples were concerned about national restoration, but Jesus redirected them to a global mission. (Acts 1:6 NIV)
2. God’s timetable belongs to Him; their focus was obedience, not prediction. (Acts 1:7 NIV)
3. The mission begins where they are—Jerusalem—before expanding outward. (Acts 1:8 NIV)
4. Judea and Samaria represent crossing cultural and relational boundaries. (Acts 1:8 NIV)
5. The mission ultimately reaches “the ends of the earth,” showing God’s heart for all nations. (Acts 1:8 NIV)
6. Every believer is called to be a witness through words, actions, and lifestyle. (Acts 1:8 NIV)

Growth Questions
1. What stands out to you about Jesus expanding their focus beyond Israel?
2. Where is your “Jerusalem”—the place God is calling you to witness today?
3. What cultural or relational boundaries might God be calling you to cross?
4. What excites you—or intimidates you—about being a witness to the “ends of the earth”?

Go Therefore Question:
How is the Holy Spirit inviting you personally to participate in Jesus’ mission right now—locally or globally?

