
THE EPIC OF EDEN: ISAIAH 

Session 9 Video Notes – The Book of Isaiah and the Idol 

1. The Servant’s Foil: the Idol 

a. What is an “idol”? 

b. To the locals, an èlōhim (a “god”) or a şélem (an “image”) 

c. For the biblical writers and idol was a pésel (“a thing crafted”) 

2. Monotheism versus Polytheism 

a. Polytheism  

i. Multiple gods – multiple sources of power = limited power 

ii. Gods derive from primordial “stuff” 

b. Monotheism 

i. God distinct from creation = cannot be manipulated by it 

ii. One God = no rivals = unlimited power 

iii. Essential texts 

1. Exodus 20:3-1 – “no other gods before Me…” 

2. Deuteronomy 12:1-5 – “destroy their idols…” 

3. Deuteronomy 6:4 – the Shema of ancient Israel 

3. What is an “Idol”? 

a. An incarnate, animated diety 

b. How to “make” a god (a şélem or “image”) 

i. The mis-pi (“mouth washing”) ritual of ancient Mesopotamia 

ii. The installation of a god (or “image”) 

c. The Goal?  To animate the idol in order to make it a god 

4. Isaiah’s Take? 

a. Isaiah 44:6-23 and the “idol parody” hymns 

b. Who made whom? 

 

 

  



 


