
THE EPIC OF EDEN: ISAIAH 

Session 7 Video Notes – The Message of the Latter Things 

1. The Literary (and Theological!) Structure of the Book 

a. Isaiah 1-39:  the former things … Israel’s deserved judgment 

b. Isaiah 40-66:  the latter things … Israel’s hope of restoration after judgment 

c. Who is the audience of the “latter things”? 

i. The exile (chapters 40-55), 605-539 BC 

ii. The return (chapters 56-66), 539-400 BC 

2. The Message of Isaiah 40 

a. Comfort from what?  The exile 

b. Restoration of what?  King and country 

c. How? Yahweh is marching on Babylon 

d. The incomplete return of the exiles 

i. Where is the restoration of king and country? 

ii. Why hasn’t everyone come home? 

iii. The message of the intertestamental period 

3. The New Testament Use of Isaiah 40:3 

a. The Gospels and the “voice crying out in the wilderness” 

b. Who does this make John the Baptist? 

c. Ultimately the “latter things” are the Christ and the “New Israel” 

d. “Be Ye Glad” 

Isaiah 43:10, 12  “You are My witnesses,” declares Yahweh, “and My servant whom I have 

chosen, in order that you may know and believe Me, and understand that I am He.  Before Me 

there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me … It is I who have declared and saved 

and proclaimed, and there was no strange one [i.e., god] among you. So you are My witnesses!” 

(author’s translation) 

  



 


