
12-3-25 Points

Title: What Do You Really Believe? Understanding Faith Through Job's 
Suffering

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores the book of Job to examine how 
believers respond when faith is tested through extreme suffering. The 
pastor challenges the congregation to move beyond emotional reactions and 
establish beliefs firmly rooted in Scripture rather than feelings or 
circumstances. Through Job's dialogue with his friends, particularly Zophar, 
the message reveals how easily we can misinterpret God's actions, envy the 
wicked, or justify ourselves when facing trials. The sermon emphasizes that 
God's grace means we never receive what our sins truly deserve, and that 
true faith remains steady whether circumstances are favorable or 
devastating. The pastor calls believers to examine their foundational beliefs, 
grow in biblical knowledge, and maintain childlike openness to God's work in 
community, rather than becoming calcified in comfort zones or self-
righteousness.

Key Points:
- We must distinguish between what we believe, what we know, what we 
think, and what we feel—and ensure our lives are built on God's Word 
rather than emotions
- Job's friends attempted to help but sometimes lacked complete truth; we 
need both boldness to speak truth in love and humility to receive correction 
from others
- God does not always treat us as our sins deserve—His grace is evident in 
what doesn't happen to us
- Envy of the wicked is dangerous; their apparent prosperity is temporary 
and their destiny is destruction
- The church should function as one body where members genuinely know 
and help each other, breaking out of comfortable cliques
- True wisdom comes from entering God's sanctuary and gaining His 
perspective on our circumstances
- Childlike faith involves adventure, openness, and trust rather than cynical 
judgment and self-protection



- Suffering can purify our faith so it rests in God alone rather than in our 
own wisdom, strength, or circumstances

Scripture Reference:
- Job 10-13 (primary focus)
- Psalm 73 (concluding passage on envy of the wicked and finding 
perspective in God's sanctuary)
- Matthew (reference to becoming like children)
- James (reference to shifting shadows)
- Acts 17 (God gives life and breath)
- 2 Corinthians (no eye has seen what God has prepared)
- Luke (Jesus and the woman with the issue of blood)
- Luke 22 (Satan asking to sift Peter like wheat)

Stories:
- The woman with the issue of blood who touched Jesus's garment while He 
was on the way to heal Jairus's daughter—illustrating grace beyond the 
rules and faith that persists despite fear
- Personal anecdote about growing up with parents who gave permission to 
neighbors and teachers to discipline their children, showing accountability 
and consequences
- Cowboy movie illustration of removing a bullet from a wound—sometimes 
healing requires painful intervention from friends who love us enough to 
help
- Story of a horse that killed itself not from lightning but from thunder, 
running in fear without thinking and hitting its head—illustrating how we 
sometimes flee from the wrong dangers
- Reference to GPS trackers on children's phones, connecting to Job 13:27 
about God keeping close watch on our paths and marking the soles of our 
feet
- Personal reflection on reading Samson's story repeatedly, hoping "this time 
he'll get it right," showing our human tendency to repeat mistakes


