12-24-25 Points

Title: The Unwrapped Gift: Receiving God's Greatest Promise

Sermon Summary: This Christmas Eve sermon explores the profound truth
that God's greatest gift—Jesus Christ—came wrapped in unexpected
humility. Through the journey from Old Testament prophecy to the manger
scene, the message emphasizes that God's people waited thousands of
years for the Messiah, who arrived not in power but in simplicity. The
sermon challenges listeners to not merely admire this gift from a distance
but to actively receive and engage with it daily. Like presents left unopened
under a tree, Christ's gift of salvation, grace, peace, and eternal life sits
waiting for each person to accept. The message culminates in a call to both
receive this indescribable gift personally and share it with others, reminding
us that Christmas joy flows from God's presence and His faithful promises.

Key Points:

- God's promise of a Savior spans from Genesis through 39 Old Testament
books, 929 chapters, and over 23,000 verses before fulfillment

- God's delays are not God's denials—when the time was right, the gift
arrived

- Jesus came wrapped in unexpected humility: swaddling cloths, a manger,
and shepherds rather than royalty

- The greatest gifts don't always look impressive on the outside but hold
transformative power within

- Grace is unearned, undeserved, and freely given—a surprise gift meeting
us exactly where we are

- Presence is the greatest gift—Emmanuel means "God with us,"” not distant
but near

- Joy doesn't wait for perfect circumstances; it grows from God's presence
even in hard soil

- The gift of eternal life never fades, breaks, or goes out of style—it's
precious beyond words

- We must choose to open and engage with God's gift, not leave it
untouched

- Receiving Christ means integrating Him into daily life, not just Sunday



morning
- We're called to share this gift with others, letting them know the Savior
has been born

Scripture Reference:

- Isaiah 9:2-7 (Primary reading: prophecy of the coming Messiah)
- Genesis 3:15 (First gospel promise)

- Genesis 12:3 and 18:18 (Promise through Abraham's seed)
- Numbers 24:17 (Star out of Jacob)

- 2 Samuel 7 (David's eternal kingdom)

- Psalms 2 and 22 (The anointed one's suffering and reign)

- Isaiah 7:14 (Virgin birth prophecy)

- Isaiah 53 (Suffering servant)

- Micah 5:2 (Messiah from Bethlehem)

- Luke 1:26-38 (Annunciation to Mary)

- Luke 2:1-20 (Birth of Jesus and shepherds)

- John 3:16-18 (God's love and gift of eternal life)

- 2 Corinthians 9:15 (God's indescribable gift)

Stories:

- The unexpected envelope: A story about coming home exhausted to find
an anonymous gift card and note saying "just because you're loved"—
illustrating unearned grace

- Tim's experience in Fort Wayne: Sitting alone in church struggling with
life, hearing "Grace Like Rain," and a youth group girl offering physical
presence and God's reassurance

- The Atari football vs. Madden 26 comparison: Using video game evolution
to illustrate how some things don't age well, but Christ's gift remains
eternally perfect and never outdated

- The unopened Christmas presents: The analogy of leaving beautifully
wrapped gifts under the tree untouched, paralleling how people often leave
Christ's gift of salvation unreceived

- Mary's yes: The account of Mary's willing acceptance of God's call despite
not fully understanding the cost



