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Title: The Misunderstood Package: Recognizing Christ Beyond Our 
Expectations

Sermon Summary: This Christmas sermon challenges believers to look 
beyond the familiar wrappings of the Christmas story to truly understand the 
sacrificial nature of Christ's coming. The pastor emphasizes that just as we 
often misjudge wrapped presents by their appearance, we frequently 
misunderstand Christ because He didn't come packaged the way we 
expected. Drawing from Isaiah 53 and John 3, the message reveals that 
Jesus was unattractive by worldly standards, born in humble circumstances, 
and lived a life of suffering—yet this was God's intentional plan to 
demonstrate His love. The sermon calls believers to transformation rather 
than merely seeking changed circumstances, emphasizing that true 
Christianity requires being "born again" and living as ambassadors of God's 
kingdom. The pastor challenges the congregation to move beyond 
consumer Christianity that focuses on personal blessings to becoming 
vessels of God's presence who actively share Christ with others, especially 
during the Christmas season.

Key Points:
- We often misunderstand Christ because we judge the "package" by 
external appearances rather than the contents
- God intentionally made Jesus unattractive and humble to draw people to 
His nature rather than His appearance
- Being "born again" means complete transformation, not just mental 
acknowledgement of faith
- The Christian life is not promised to be a fairy tale; suffering and 
tribulation are part of following Christ
- God's love is demonstrated not in giving us comfortable lives, but in 
sacrificing His Son for our salvation
- We are called to be ambassadors of God's kingdom, representing Christ in 
this world
- The greatest gift we can give others is the presence of God, not material 
presents



- Salvation requires recognizing our need and humbly accepting what Christ 
has done for us
- We must slow down and quiet ourselves to truly hear from God amid life's 
distractions
- True blessing comes from knowing Christ, not from our circumstances

Scripture Reference:
- John 3:1-16 (Nicodemus and Jesus discussing being born again)
- Isaiah 53:1-11 (The suffering servant prophecy describing Christ's 
appearance and mission)
- Acts 8 (Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch)
- Genesis 1 (In the beginning)
- Psalms (Be still and know that I am God)

Stories:
- The pastor's childhood memory of his father working night shifts at a 
fertilizer plant during Christmas to provide gifts for the family, demonstrating 
sacrificial love
- The story of the pastor and his sister Betsy sneaking to find hidden 
Christmas presents and ruining the surprise
- Childhood Christmas mornings with siblings singing carols while waiting on 
the stairs for parents to finish wrapping
- The Ethiopian eunuch's encounter with Philip in Acts 8, finding hope in 
Isaiah 53 despite having no descendants
- Personal testimony about being "over-sensualized" and needing to slow 
down to hear from God
- Reference to the previous week's "stable service" conducted in darkness to 
help people focus on God


