2026-01-21 Points

Title: From Impatience to Transformation: Living as Those Made Alive in
Christ

Sermon Summary: This sermon challenges believers to examine their walk
with Christ through the lens of patience and transformation rather than
behavior modification. Drawing heavily from the Book of Job, Romans 5,
and Colossians 3, the speaker confronts the American tendency toward
impatience and self-sufficiency, calling the congregation to recognize that
true change comes only through the blood of Jesus Christ. The message
emphasizes that while we were powerless sinners, Christ descended into our
"muck" to save us, and therefore we should be willing to step into others’
lives with the gospel. The sermon stresses the importance of genuine
community, daily surrender, and active faith that endures to the end,
warning against "retirement"” from God's work and challenging listeners to
stop being dead in their faith.

Key Points:

- Patience is not passive waiting but active trust in God's timing while
examining our own walk with Christ

- We must honestly assess whether we're comparing ourselves to worldly
success rather than setting our minds on things above

- Transformation through Christ is fundamentally different from behavior
modification through our own works

- Romans 5 reveals that Christ died for us while we were still powerless
sinners, demonstrating the depth of God's love

- We are called to "put to death” our earthly nature through active
execution of sin, not passive acknowledgment

- Forgiveness must be extended to others as Christ forgave us, regardless of
how deeply we've been hurt

- Love is an action, not merely an emotion, requiring us to step into the
mess of others' lives as Christ did for us

- Spending time with God daily is essential to trusting Him when He calls us
to difficult tasks

- Community and gathering together is biblically essential for teaching,



admonishing, and encouraging one another
- There is no biblical concept of retirement from God's work; we must
remain active in faith until the end

Scripture Reference:

- Job 21:1-21 (Job's questioning and complaint about why the wicked
prosper)

- Romans 5:1-11 (Justification through faith, peace with God, and Christ
dying for the ungodly)

- Colossians 3:1-17 (Setting minds on things above, putting to death earthly
nature, putting on the new self)

- References to Matthew 6:33 (Seek first His righteousness and kingdom)

Stories:

- Personal testimony of being cut off in traffic on 1-75 and responding with
anger rather than Christ-like patience

- Account of sitting late at night in Steve's office discussing forgiveness using
the metaphor of scales (all our sins versus one transgression we hold
against another)

- Story of a 90-year-old retired man in a Florida congregation who continues
going on mission trips, exemplifying enduring faith

- Personal experience of working downtown Atlanta surrounded by flags
representing values contrary to God's promises, and being prompted by

God to ask people if they know Him

- Reference to Lazarus being called out of the tomb and questioning
whether we would respond to Christ's call

- The metaphor of being willing to stay by his wife's side in the hospital 24/7
as an example of love as action

- Personal admission of not praying from 4:30 AM until 2:00 PM on the day
of the sermon, demonstrating the struggle with consistency in faith



