
2026-01-21 5 Day Devotional

'5-Day Devotional: Walking in Patient Faith
Day 1: When God Meets Us in Our Powerlessness

Reading: Romans 5:1-11

Devotional: Paul reminds us of an astonishing truth: "While we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly." This isn't about what we've 
accomplished or how we've cleaned ourselves up. Jesus descended into our 
mess when we had nothing to offer. Today, examine your heart honestly. 
Are you trying to earn God's favor through your own strength? The most 
holy God left heaven to get in the muck with you and call you out. That's 
the gospel. Your salvation isn't built on your performance but on His perfect 
sacrifice. Stop striving and start receiving. His grace met you at your worst
—let that reality transform how you approach Him today.

Reflection Question: Where am I still trying to prove myself worthy instead 
of resting in Christ's finished work?

Day 2: Setting Our Minds on Things Above

Reading: Colossians 3:1-11

Devotional: "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things." This 
isn't behavior modification—it's transformation through Christ. When 
someone cuts you off in traffic, when your plans fall apart, when others 
seem to prosper while you struggle—where does your mind go? The 
Christian life isn't about white-knuckling your way to holiness. It's about 
partnership with the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to renew your mind daily. You 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ. That angry driver, that 
frustrating circumstance—these reveal where your mind truly rests. Today, 
practice redirecting your thoughts to Christ's presence, His promises, and 
His purposes rather than your immediate circumstances.

Reflection Question: What earthly concern am I obsessing over instead of 



trusting God's sovereignty?

Day 3: The Gift of Patient Suffering

Reading: Job 21:1-16

Devotional: Job's complaint sounds familiar: "Why do the wicked prosper?" 
We scroll through social media seeing influencers living carefree lives while 
we wake up at 4 AM for work. But impatience reveals misplaced 
expectations. God never promised immediate rewards or earthly fairness. He 
promised Himself. Suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope. 
When you're impatient with God's timing, you're essentially saying His 
presence isn't enough—you need the gifts more than the Giver. God waited 
years for you to turn to Him. Can you give Him five minutes of trust today? 
Your impatience isn't just about circumstances; it's about whether you truly 
believe God's plan is better than yours.

Reflection Question: Am I seeking God's hand or God's face?

Day 4: Love as Action, Not Emotion

Reading: Colossians 3:12-17

Devotional: "Over all these virtues put on love." Love isn't a feeling that 
happens to you—it's a choice you make. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
That's not a suggestion; it's a command. Is there someone on your mental 
scale, that one person whose offense you keep rehearsing? Jesus is saying, 
"I'll throw away all your sins if you'll release that one thing." Love means 
standing by your spouse in the hospital, praying for the person who hurt 
you, stepping into someone else's mess because Jesus stepped into yours. 
This week, identify one person you've been unwilling to forgive. Choose to 
act in love toward them—not because they deserve it, but because you've 
been forgiven much more.

Reflection Question: Who do I need to forgive, and what concrete action will 
demonstrate that forgiveness?



Day 5: No Retirement from Kingdom Work

Reading: Matthew 9:35-38; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Devotional: "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few." There's no 
biblical retirement from sharing the gospel. A 90-year-old man still goes on 
mission trips because he's encountered the reality of Christ's sacrifice. Have 
you? Salvation isn't a one-time event you coast on—it's a daily walk requiring 
fresh conviction. When God prompts you to ask someone if they know Him, 
your hesitation reveals how much time you've spent with Him. You can't 
give what you don't have. The world is dying, and they need what you've 
received. Stop sitting on your hands. Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances—this is God's will. Today, ask God for one person 
to reach and the courage to step into their world with His love.

Reflection Question: Who is God asking me to reach, and what fear is 
holding me back?

Closing Prayer: Father, thank You for meeting us in our powerlessness and 
calling us out of death into life. Help us set our minds on things above, walk 
in patient faith, love sacrificially, and boldly share Your gospel. Transform us 
from the inside out through Your Holy Spirit. May we endure to the end, not 
in our strength, but in Yours. In Jesus' name, Amen.


