


ADVENT

THE NAMES OF JESUS

Thank you for setting aside time to focus on and worship
Jesus during this Advent season. “Advent” means “arrival”
or “appearing” and is a time of preparation for the
celebration of Christmas. Jesus came to earth to save us
from our sins. Advent is also a time of anticipating Jesus’
second appearing or return.

This devotional was designed to point us to Jesus and
remind us of all He came to bring into our lives. Each
day will focus on a name of Jesus that helps us better
understand His nature and character. This devotional
goes from December 1-25. There are five days of
devotions followed by two days of reflection throughout
the weeks of Advent. On the days of reflection we
encourage you to look back over what you have read and
prayed for the five days prior, study other names of Jesus,
or read additional Scripture surrounding Jesus’ birth.

Each devotional contains Scripture to read, a short
reflection about that Scripture, and a prayer prompt with
space to journal. Our prayer is that as you study some of
the names of Jesus, you will discover Him — who is our
Savior, Good Shepherd, King of Kings, and more.



DECEMBER 1
PRAY

IMMAN U EL In what areas of your life do you feel weary or overwhelmed? Ask God to help

you lay any burden from this past year at His feet and to help you draw near
to Him. Ask God to renew and refresh your mind and heart during this

READ Advent season.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us).

Matthew 1:18-23

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

REFIECT

The word Advent comes from the Latin words for “coming” or “arrival.”

For followers of Jesus, Advent is the season that we celebrate the coming
of Christ to Earth as our Savior. Fully man. Yet fully God. Advent is the
season we remember that God came. But it wasn't as if God had not been
here all along. God was and is always present, always moving. From before
creation, God was present. Yet in Advent, God came near. He came in a way
that we could feel and touch. So much so that when He arrived, Joseph was
instructed to call Him Immanuel, which means “God with us.”

As you begin Advent this year, be reminded that God is still Immanuel, God
with us. He is still coming near to those who seek Him. He promises in
James 4:8: “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.” Advent is near.
Immanuel is near. Over the next few weeks as you look towards Christmas,
will you draw near?




DECEMBER 2

IGHT OF THE WORLD

READ

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12

REFIECT

Jesus says this right after a really dark moment. A woman was caught in sin,
a crowd was ready to stone her, shame was thick in the air. We know the

rest of the story — Jesus stood between the crowd and the condemned. After
saving the woman'’s life, and setting her on the right path, He speaks words to
her and to the crowd. Powerful words. Purposeful words.

“I am the light of the world,” He says.

Jesus doesn'’t shine to expose and shame you. He shines to rescue you.
He shines to guide you out of the dark. Think about it — darkness hides,
confuses, ultimately isolates. You stumble and can’t see what’s next. But
light? It reveals, clarifies, and ultimately frees.

And that’s what Jesus does. When He says light of the world, He isn’t talking
about a flicker or faint candle glow. He’s saying, “I'm the blazing sunrise that
drives the dark night away. You don’t have to live guessing or pretending.
You don't have to keep hiding. You can step into the light, because Light has
stepped into the world for you.”

So, if this season feels shadowed by fear, anxiety, guilt, or grief, just
remember — darkness never gets the final say. The Light does. The One who
spoke, “Let there be light,” still speaks the same thing over you. Follow Him,
and even in the darkest valley, your next step will shine, because the Light is
with you, in you, and all around you.

PRAY

Jesus, thank You for being my light. When I can’t see what’s ahead, remind
me You already see it all. Chase out the darkness with Your presence. Help
me walk in the light and reflect it wherever I go. Amen.




DECEMBER 3

BREAD OF IIFE

READ

I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they
died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of
it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life
of the world is my flesh.”

John 6:48-51

REFIECT

Following the feeding of the 5,000, that same crowd began to search for
Jesus. When they found Him, Jesus called out their intentions, revealing they
didn't want Him or an extraordinary sign — they wanted another free meal.
While a miraculous meal from Jesus would be tasty, He offered much more.
Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life” and referred to Himself as “bread that
has come down from heaven.” He desired to give them Himself, resulting in
eternal life for all who would believe.

The skeptical crowd would compare Jesus’ multiplication of bread and fish
with the miraculous manna in Exodus. The manna would originate in the
morning and spoil by day’s end. Jesus, the Bread of Life, had always been and
would return to Heaven to reign eternally. Jesus was offering them eternal
substance and sustenance — everlasting life in Himself. Many, however,
rejected His offer and never followed Him again.

As you think about Jesus as the Bread of Life, will you receive or reject Him?
May our response be as Peter’s: “Lord, to whom shall we go? Only you have
the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of
God”.

PRAY

Do you desire the gifts of Jesus more than Jesus Himself? Ask God to reveal
any place in your heart that your desires are misplaced and for God to help
you to daily receive Him as the Bread of Life — your ultimate sustenance and
satisfaction.




DECEMBER 4

PHYSICAN

READ

Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent
word by his disciples and said to Him, ‘Are You the Expected One, or shall
we look for someone else?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report
to John what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and the lame walk,

the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who does not take
offense at Me.”

Matthew 11:2-6

REFIECT

One of the most prominent displays of Jesus’ power and one of the greatest
expressions of the inbreaking power of the Kingdom of God was healing.
Jesus continually set people free from blindness, paralysis, leprosy, demon-
possession, etc. There was no sickness that could stand in the way of Jesus
proclaiming and demonstrating that the Kingdom of God had come. When
John asked if Jesus was truly the Messiah for whom they had been longing,
Jesus used these examples of healing as evidence of his Messiahship. And
Jesus is still the Great Physician making us whole even now.

If you find yourself in a place of sickness and struggle, ask Jesus as your
Great Physician for healing. If for some reason that healing delays, ask Jesus
to teach you something in the waiting. In the midst of the healing journey, ask
the Lord to show you how to be an example to others for how to trust and
have faith. Jesus didn't heal everyone who was brought to Him in Scripture,
but we never want to miss out on God healing someone we love because we
didn't ask. God is good and is working for our good, so we can trust Him in
these seasons. (Rom. 8:28)

PRAY

If you have loved ones struggling with sickness, pray daily in faith for their
healing. In the midst of sickness, pray for peace and joy despite the sickness.
Pray for opportunities to use this time of sickness to share about God’s power
and faithfulness regardless of the circumstances in which you

find yourself.

Jesus, in this Christmas season, would you show us your grace and mercy by
being our Great Physician in all the things our enemy uses to try and destroy
and dishearten us. Lord, heal our loved ones. Lord, give energy and strength in
the midst of the struggle. Lord, help us to lean on You as our Great Physician.




DECEMBER 5

CHRIST

READ

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

Luke 2:25-26

REFIECT

For centuries, his people waited. Through exodus and exile, in thick darkness
and deafening silence, the longing for redemption remained. Even when the
prophets’ words were drowned out by the heavy march of occupying forces,
Simeon kept watch for the Messiah. And then one day, as a young peasant
family walked through the temple doorway, he knew the wait was over. Christ
had come.

Calling Jesus “Christ” is an audacious thing. It is an entire confession of
faith wrapped up in one small word. With a breath, we are proclaiming that
thousands of years ago, the Son of God came, lived, died—and lived again.
We are declaring that upon his shoulders, we can rest the hope of the entire
world. To call Him Christ is to gaze at our humble Savior with the tear-filled
eyes of Simeon, and say, “It’s you! You are the one we've been waiting for.” In
doing so, we remember that we were a people walking in darkness, but we
saw a great light.

Israel’s strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation

Joy of every longing heart

Charles Wesley, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

PRAY

Spend time today confessing Jesus as the Christ. Tell Him what this means to
you, naming the ways He is the answer to your deepest hopes and needs.




DECEMBER 6 DECEMBER 7

REFIECTION REFIECTION

Think about how God has spoken to you over this past week. Write any As you look to a new week, what worries and cares do you need to lay at the
prayers, reflections, or confessions here. feet of Jesus? Write any prayers, reflections, or confessions here.
OTHER NAMES OF JESUS TO STUDY OTHER NAMES OF JESUS TO STUDY

LAMB OF GOD - John 1:29-35; Isaiah 53:7 KING OF KINGS — Revelation 19:11-16; Matthew 21:1-9



DECEMBER 8

RABBI & TFACHER
READ

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He
laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered
him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you

will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”
Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except
for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of
you.” For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of
you are clean.”

When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed
his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You
call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have
done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master,
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these
things, blessed are you if you do them.

John 13:3-17

REFIECT

Who was your favorite teacher? Just pondering on that person’s name
probably brings about feelings of affection and fond memories. The disciples
likely had those same feelings about Jesus, their rabbi, their teacher. In
Jewish culture, a rabbi was more than a teacher; His disciples learned by
walking closely with Him, reflecting his actions, speech, and way of life. The
disciples learned to pray, forgive, and love because they watched their rabbi,
their teacher. Not only were they informed by the teachings of Jesus, but they
were also transformed because they walked with Him daily.

During Advent, we look forward to the coming Messiah, our Savior, our King.

But Jesus also came as a rabbi, a teacher who invites us to not just learn
about Him but become like Him. The word rabbi means “my teacher” or “my
master.” For the disciples, it was a personal relationship—Jesus was their
own teacher. Jesus desires to become our rabbi too. He wants us to learn to
walk daily with Him, be in His presence, and know His posture, pace, and
priorities. Jesus, your rabbi, calls you just as He called the first disciples,
“Come, follow me.”

PRAY

Where do you need to be transformed to look more like Jesus? Ask God to
help you lay aside anything keeping you from walking closely enough to Jesus
to be able to reflect who He is.




DECEMBER 9

WORD
READ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was _John. He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did
not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:1-14

REFIECT

From the very beginning, Jesus, the eternal Word, was with God and was
God. Through Him, all things were made, and in Him, everything holds
together. He stands above creation in glory and power, fully divine and
eternal.

Yet during Advent, we remember something astounding! The Word who
created all things did not remain distant or far removed. He became flesh
and made His dwelling among us.

It can be hard to imagine how a God so holy and different from us could be
approached, much less known. But the wonder of Advent is that God came
near. Jesus took on human form. He walked the same ground we walk. He
shared in our weakness and our pain so that we could know the God who has
always been.

Jesus, the Word made flesh, is the promise that we are not forgotten and
never alone. If His Word had the power to bring the universe into being, then
that same Word can still speak into the broken and weary places in our lives.
He brings life, light, and hope.

PRAY

As you walk through this Advent season, consider where you need Jesus, the
Word, to speak. Where do you need His light to shine? What areas of your life
do you need to hear His voice and be reminded that He is near? He has come
close. He is still speaking. Will you listen?




DECEMBER 10

CORNERSTONE

y

READ

And he began to tell the people this parable: A man planted a vineyard and
let it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. When

the time came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him
some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated
him shametully, and sent him away empty-handed. And he sent yet a third.
This one also they wounded and cast out. Then the owner of the vineyard
said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect
him.” But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ And they threw him out
of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do
to them? He will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to
others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” But he looked directly
at them and said, “What then is this that is written:

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?
Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls
on anyone, it will crush him.”

Luke 20:9-18

REFIECT

The coming of Jesus is not a backup plan for God. He has been preparing
His people for the coming of the Son in the person of Jesus ever since the
exile of Adam and Eve from the Garden. In this parable, Jesus explains

how God’s people, Israel, have mistreated the prophets that were sent by
God and foretells of His death at their behest. It is the killing of the beloved
Son, which Jesus connects with the prophecy of the cornerstone in Psalm
118:22. Through the actions of the Jews in the killing of Jesus, He becomes
the cornerstone of the true people of God. To reject Him is to be rejected. To
come to Him is to be built up on the foundation of the prophets and apostles
into the true people of God (Eph 2:20).

Advent is a season of invitation to come to the One who came to us. An
invitation to come to the Cornerstone and find true belonging with God. The
sending forth of the Son to redeem us from the curse of sin and the law was
always the plan. He was foretold by the prophets, proclaimed by the Apostles,
and is adored by those who find refuge in Him.

PRAY

Jesus, thank you for being mistreated on my behalf. Thank You for laying
down Your life so that I could have eternal life. Help me today to find refuge
in You as [ draw near to You. Amen.




DECEMBER 11

BRIGHT MORNING STAR

RFAD

1 see him, but not now;

1 behold him, but not near:

a star shall come out of Jacob,

and a scepter shall rise out of Israel;
it shall crush the forehead of Moab
and break down all the sons of Sheth.
Numbers 24:17

The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
until tribute comes to him; and to him
shall be the obedience of the peoples.
Genesis 49:10

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
Revelation 22:12-16

REFIECT
A royal heir was coming to rule. The people were waiting for the Messiah, the

leader who would fulfill the previous prophecies. The line of David would not
just bring royalty, but also a new hope - the Bright Morning Star.

He came humbly, showing us His earthly form. He suffered for our
redemption, taking on our sin and darkness, then rising three days later. He is
reigning, but we are still living in the in-between. Living in a broken world that
still needs hope.

And one day soon, our ultimate hope will come again. This time, as the Bright
Morning Star in the heavens, where all will see. This name speaks of His
light, majesty, and glory - announcing dawn’s soon arrival! The sure hope of
victory and eternal life.

Today, if you are walking through darkness, remember that “Weeping may
last through the night, but joy comes with the morning.” (Psalm 30:5) Our
Bright Morning Star is coming soon to make all things new!

PRAY

Spend time thanking Jesus for His promised second coming. Ask Him to grow
your faith and expectancy so that you can live with your eyes fixed on eternity.




DECEMBER 12

]_Q RD Jesus, today I confess that You are both Christ and Lord. You have been highly
exalted, and Your name is above every other name. Today, I bow my knees in
REJAD rightful worship to You and surrender in a fresh way to Your rule and reign in

S L . . my life. Amen.
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow;, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:5-11

REFIECT

Christmas decorations are part of what make the season so magical. The
lights. The trees. The ornaments. They all add to the feeling of Christmas
cheer. But the most meaningful decoration we put out is the nativity scene.
Many families will place a small depiction of that first Christmas night in

a prominent place in their home to remind them of the real “reason for
the season.” And the smallest piece in the nativity scene is by far the most
important. He is the One we are remembering in this season.

As we look at this little baby, we are often overwhelmed by God’s love for us in
sending His Son in flesh to be our Savior. Yet we cannot lose sight of the fact
that He is not just Savior; He is Lord! When Peter preached the first sermon
in Acts 2, he concluded by reminding his listeners that God had made Jesus
BOTH Christ AND Lord. He is the ruler over all. He is sovereignly in control
over all. And one day every knee in heaven, on earth, and under the earth will
all bow before Him. Why? Because He is Lord.

As you remember Jesus’ birth this Christmas, also remember that this infant
child is the all-powerful Lord over all the universe. May we worship Him as
Savior and surrender to Him as Lord this Christmas.




DECEMBER 13 DECEMBER 14

REFIECTION REFIECTION

Think about how God has spoken to you over this past week. Write any As you look to a new week, what worries and cares do you need to lay at the
prayers, reflections, or confessions here. feet of Jesus? Write any prayers, reflections, or confessions here.
OTHER NAMES OF JESUS TO STUDY OTHER NAMES OF JESUS TO STUDY

PRINCE OF PEACE - Isaiah 9:1-7; Luke 1:67,76-79 LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH - Revelation 5:1-10; Genesis 49:8-10



DECEMBER 15

FRIEND
READ

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I
have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

John 15:12-16

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been
Jjustified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.

Romans 5:6-11

REFIECT
What an astounding thing for Jesus to say. The Son of God, perfect, holy, and
eternal, looks at a group of flawed, fearful, and finite men and says, “You are

my friends.”

The Good News of the Gospel is that Jesus doesn't just tolerate you. He
chooses you. He isn't a distant Savior. He's a close Friend. The kind who sits
with you in the middle of whatever mess you may experience, the kind who
walks into whatever pain you feel, the one who draws near the broken instead
of walking away. He's also the one who doesn’t neglect you on the mundane
Tuesdays.

Almost every relationship we have in this life is built on what we bring to the
table. But friendship with Jesus starts, not with what we bring, but with what
He brings. When He stretched out His arms on the cross, that was His way of
saying, “This is what friendship really looks like. This is how much I love you.
This is how much I want you to be with Me.”

So, if Advent feels heavy this year, remember this — you have a Friend who
came for you. Not when you had it together, but when you didn’t. Not because
you earned it, but because He wanted you. He wanted you then, and He still
wants you today. The same voice that spoke every galaxy into being still
whispers, “You're not just my servant. You're my friend.”

PRAY

Jesus, thank You for calling me friend. Teach me to walk closely with You this
Christmas season. Help me to trust You, teach me to talk with You, and then
cause me to live like You're near. Let Your friendship steady me and make me a
better friend to others. Amen.




DECEMBER 16

THE TRPL VINE
READ

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.

John 15:1-5

REFIECT

Just as grapes must be connected to branches that are connected to living
vines to receive nourishment and flourish, we must remain connected to
Jesus to do the same. Jesus is the True Vine. All other vines are imitations and
cannot start, sustain, or grow our spiritual lives. Jesus often used illustrations
to help His disciples understand His teaching. Because vineyards were
familiar to His followers, Jesus' reference to them in John 15 drove home vital
spiritual truths for His disciples.

Jesus desires His disciples to have a fruitful relationship with Him. If
branches disconnect from the vine, their fruit will either never produce or die.
Every believer finds the beginning, sustaining, and growing of their spiritual
lives in a relationship with Jesus. This is why Jesus said we must abide in
Him and He in us. As we abide in Him, He adds spiritual fruit to our lives
(Galatians 5:22-23). This comes through Him changing our minds, learning
to trust, obeying His Word, and practicing spiritual habits such as prayer,
service, fellowship, and reading the Word. The True Vine also prunes dead
branches out of our lives, such as sin and destructive habits, so more life-
giving sustenance from His Spirit can flow and produce flourishing.

PRAY

From what source are you trying to derive spiritual fruit? In what ways are you
abiding in Christ? What “dead branches” does the True Vine need to prune
from your life?




DECEMBER 17

ALPHA & OMEGA
READ

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of
life without payment.

Revelation 21:5-6

REFIECT

No other name used of Jesus in all of Scripture conveys more power and
majesty than His title as the “Alpha and the Omega.” He was the very first
word of creation as God spoke everything into being (Jn. 1:1-4). He was the
word of God made flesh who came and dwelt among us becoming like us in
every way yet without sin (Heb. 2:14-18). He was the author and perfecter of
faith showing us how to live with endurance and not give up (Heb. 12:2-3). He
was the firstborn from the dead as the first to be resurrected. He spoke the
words “It is finished” from the cross revealing that His mission to provide an
opportunity for salvation for the world was complete.

He is also the one who will return for us one day and pronounce the final
judgement on all of creation ushering in eternity in heaven with Him for all
those who have believed. He is the first word and the last word. He is the first
expression of God’s power and the last. He is the one who inaugurated the
Kingdom, and He is the one who will complete it. He is Jesus, the Alpha and
Omega.

PRAY

Spend some time praising God for saving you, sustaining you, and perfecting
you. Ask the Lord, to give you unwavering faith knowing that what He started
in you He will complete. Ask the Lord, to give you boldness in pointing people
to Jesus as the only and final authority in their lives.

Jesus, may You be my first thought and my last thought each day. Would You
help me to live in such a way that I always point people to You as the first and
last word for how we are to live in this world. Lord, give me faith and strength
to trust You to the end without growing weary and losing heart. You are the
One who created me, and You are the One who will perfect me. Amen.




DECEMBER 18

THE RESURRECTION
READ

Jesus said to her; “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?”

John 11:25-26

REFIECT

Martha knew all the right answers, but even the best theology is hard to hold
onto when grief comes calling. Future restoration felt like a distant perfume,
no match for the overwhelming stench of death. Losing her brother was an
inescapable reality; nothing could make it untrue. But then The Resurrection
came back to town.

Jesus wanted a Lazarus ending for us all. He wanted it so badly that He was
willing to step down into the pit of death Himself. His burial mirrored His
birth—wrapped in strips of cloth, laid in a borrowed bed—but the next part of
the story was unprecedented. Mary and Joseph'’s son awoke as the firstborn
among the dead—a walking, talking promise for those who called Him Lord.
His risen body was every bit as tangible as His crucified one and came with the
blood-purchased guarantee that, for followers of Christ, the grave loses every
time.

The Resurrection and the Life came close, and death had no choice but to flee.

Mild he lays his glory by

Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

Charles Wesley, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

PRAY

Where do you need resurrection in your life? Ask Jesus to breathe new life into
the places in your heart that have grown cold.




DECEMBER 19

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
READ

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did
not listen to them. I am the door: If anyone enters by me, he will be saved
and will o in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who
is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just
as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the
sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge 1
have received from my Father.”

John 10:7-18

REFIECT

When is the first time you remember feeling unsafe? As a child, you may have
feared the dark, but a loved one’s voice penetrating the darkness would bring
a sense of safety because their presence was near. Jesus identified Himself

as “the Good Shepherd” who knows His sheep, calls them by name, leads
them, and lays down His life for them. In a pasture, sheep only lie down and
rest when they feel safe. In Psalm 23, David wrote about his Good Shepherd
that “He makes me lie down in green pastures.” The sheep follow because
they know they are safe with their shepherd; they know his voice, and it brings
comfort. Not only do the sheep know the shepherd’s voice, but he knows each
of them by name.

Jesus referred to Himself as Yahweh Ro’'i—the Lord my Shepherd. He was
making a messianic and divine claim that He was God in the flesh. Advent
reminds us that the Good Shepherd has come, not to watch from afar, but to
walk among His sheep. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He seeks you, calling
for you. When you hear His voice, you can trust it and follow Him.

PRAY

Spend some time praising Jesus for being your Good Shepherd. Ask Him to
reveal any place in your heart that you are not trusting His goodness and care.
Pray that He would help you relinquish control and lie down and rest with Him.




DECEMBER 20 DECEMBER 21

REFIECTION REFIECTION

Think about how God has spoken to you over this past week. Write any As you look to a new week, what worries and cares do you need to lay at the
prayers, reflections, or confessions here. feet of Jesus? Write any prayers, reflections, or confessions here.
OTHER NAMES OF JESUS TO STUDY OTHER NAMES OF JESUS TO STUDY

JESUS THE SAVIOR — Matthew 1:18-25 BRIDEGROOM, HUSBAND - Revelation 19:6-9; Isaiah 54:5-7



DECEMBER 22

MAN OF SORROWS

READ

For he grew up before him like a young plant,

and like a root out of dry ground;

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by men,

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief:

and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Surely he has borne our griefs

and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,

smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions;

he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 53:2-5

REFIECT

We often reflect on the extraordinariness of the Incarnation, for what could be

more awe-inspiring than God Himself taking on flesh to lead His people home.
Yet what is often overlooked during Advent is the uneventfulness of the coming
of Christ.

Isaiah 53:2 tells us that the coming Messiah, Jesus, “had no form or majesty
that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him.” In
simple terms, if you were looking for the Savior of the world, you probably
would have missed Him. He came in a way no one expected.

Jesus did not arrive with pomp and circumstance but as a Man of Sorrows,
well acquainted with grief. The Suffering Servant came not to be served, but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.

Because Jesus came as the Man of Sorrows, He can carry our sorrows. The
Wounded One can heal our wounds.

During this Advent season, remember that the same humble Savior who
entered the world quietly still meets us in the quiet places of our lives. He is
not distant from our pain or indifferent to our struggles. He comes near, gentle,
compassionate, and familiar with sorrow, to bring comfort, healing, and hope.

PRAY

Where do you need to invite the Man of Sorrows to meet you today?




DECEMBER 23

THE REDEEMER

READ

I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud
and your sins like mist;

return to me, for I have redeemed you.

Isaiah 44:22

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness
of sins.

Colossians 1:13-14

Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purity for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for
good works.

Titus 2:13-14

REFIECT

Throughout Advent, we consider the fact that the Son of God became man in
the person of Jesus. The good news of the incarnation is that Jesus came to
deliver us. Before we can really understand how Jesus has delivered us, we
must understand what we have been delivered from. When Adam and Eve
disobeyed God in the Garden, all their descendants and creation were under
the curse of death. Sin, which is disobeying God, leads to death (Gen 2:17,
Rom 3:23). We have been alienated from God and bound in our sin, unable to
live as we ought ever since sin came into the world. But God, in His grace, has
always promised deliverance through a substitute.

The Son of God became man to act as our redeemer, our substitute, our
ransom. He came to give His life in order that we might have eternal life.
During Advent, let’s remember that through His death, we have been brought
back to God. That Jesus came to die to deliver us.

PRAY

Jesus, words could never express my gratitude for how You paid the price for
my sin and received the penalty of death I deserved. Help me to never take for
granted the redemption You have given me. Amen.




DECEMBER 24

[AM

READ

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them,
‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he
said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.”

Exodus 3:13-14

So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was,
Tam.”

John 8:57-58

REFIECT

When God reveals Himself to Moses as I AM, He is revealing His eternal, self-
existent, and unchangeable nature. I AM has sent you, is emphasizing to Moses
and his people that God’s everlasting presence and commitment to them will
result in His will being accomplished. There is none that is like Him.

Jesus then comes on the scene and identifies Himself with the name God gave
Moses. With this statement, Jesus is declaring His divinity. While the Jews were
clinging to their flesh and pride as being sons of Abraham, Jesus challenges
their religion by saying He is God. He is [ AM.

As we consider the Great I AM during this Advent season, we remember Jesus’
eternal, unchangeable nature. That what He began, He will accomplish. As

we look back at the precious gift of a child in a manger, we look forward to the
glorious return of our King who will rescue His people.

PRAY

Jesus, because You are eternal and unchanging You can be trusted. Help me
to trust You even when my faith feels tested. Help me to believe that what You
have begun in me, You will see through to the end. Amen.




CHRISTMAS DAY

CHILD

READ

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:4-7

REFIECT

Joseph and Mary had journeyed to Bethlehem to register for the census.
While being counted among the masses, something much more personal and
miraculous was taking place. “The time came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son” (Luke 2:6-7). The promise was fulfilled. The
wait was over. The Savior had arrived. The hope of the world had come.

First-century Jews imagined the Messiah as a warrior who would save them
from Roman oppression and establish an earthly kingdom. They definitely did
not expect a baby, born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), to “save them from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21) or “Immanuel, God with us” (Matthew 1:23). What relief had a
child ever brought anyway?

But Jesus had come as a child who would grow up to be a man, who would
hang on a cross and die for the sins of all mankind, who would be buried and
raised again on the third day, and who will return to make all things new.

No wonder Mary treasured and pondered all of this in her heart (Luke 2:19).
Today, we do the same. Rejoice! Jesus is “good news of great joy for all people.
A Savior has been born — He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

PRAY

On this Christmas Day, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of

my heart be pleasing to You, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer (Ps. 19:14).
Jesus, thank You for coming as a child and embracing humanity so that I could
be made right with our Father in Heaven. May I spend this day pondering, like
Mary, the wonder of Your birth and anticipating Your soon return. Amen.
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