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Who Can Perform the Circumcision of

the Heart?
By Pastor Bobby Young

Recently, the former abbot of Shaolin Temple
was involved in a series of controversies, once again
making headlines in Chinese media and on social
networks. Shaolin Temple belongs to Chan (Zen)
Buddhism, a tradition that emphasizes inner purity
and spiritual enlightenment. The Platform Sutra
says, “If one recognizes one’s own mind and sees
one’s own nature, that is liberation,” and also,
“Seeing one’s nature is becoming a Buddha.” This
means that by facing one’s inner self and
understanding one’s true nature, one can attain
freedom and purity. Zen Buddhism believes that
through introspection and self-discipline, one can
overcome inner darkness.

However, reality often leads to disappointment.
No matter how strict external practices may be, no
one can completely remove the impurity within their
heart. The Bible offers an even deeper insight into
the human heart: “The heart is deceitful above all
things and desperately sick; who can understand it?”
(Jeremiah 17:9, ESV) This verse reminds us that our
hearts are full of deceit and hidden corruption, to the
point that even we ourselves cannot fully see or
understand our own hearts.

In the law, Moses called the Israelites to
“circumcise your hearts” (Deuteronomy 10:16),
meaning to remove the hardness and impurity
within. Yet no one can fully achieve this requirement
by their own strength. At the same time, Moses also
said, “The Lord your God will circumcise your heart
and the heart of your offspring” (Deuteronomy 30:6,
ESV). In other words, the “circumcision of the
heart” can only be accomplished by God Himself.
The law makes us conscious of sin (Romans 3:20),
revealing our own inability, but the gospel brings
real hope. Paul teaches us, “In Him [Christ] also you
were circumcised with a circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh”
(Colossians 2:11, ESV). The cleansing of the heart
does not come through human effort, but through
faith in Christ and the renewing work of the Holy
Spirit. The gospel does not lead us to boast, but
invites us to humbly acknowledge our own weakness
and to rely on God’s grace.

We cannot overcome the darkness in our hearts
by ourselves. The wages of sin is death, but we have
hope in Christ, because He has already overcome.
His salvation is meant to renew our hearts
completely. This is the power of God, enabling
believers to put to death the deeds of the flesh by the
Spirit; this is the gospel of Christ, enabling those
who are born again to surrender themselves to God,
allowing Him to deal with the hardness and hidden
sins within us. May the Lord help us all to experience
the circumcision of the heart that He accomplishes,
so that we may truly become those who are pleasing
to Him.
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Key Verses: Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,

and you will be saved, you and your household.”
(Acts 16:30-31)

/B FRE Worship Leader: Eddie Li
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Communion Service: Mingfu Zhou (bread), Anyi Li (cup), Wen-Wei Chu,
William Sun
(% L &3 English with Mandarin interpretation)
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Announcements
June Offering $79,215.76
June Expenses 44,112.20
June Balance $35,103.56
Year-to-Date Balance $52,716.49
2025 CCC Theme: The Holy Spirit Guides Us to
Witness the Gospel.

Sunday Prayer: 8:30 AM in classroom #7. Please
join us to lift up our church in prayer.

. Blessing Fellowship: Thur., 8/7, 9:30am at Mason

Church; Speaker: Pastor Bobby Young, with lunch
provided. All are invited to come.

4. Sister Fellowship: Sat., 8/9, 1-3:30pm, in English

at Mason. Sisters are invited to join the fellowship.
Children’s Musical Performance: Sat., 8/9, 7pm
at Mason church; performance at 7pm, with simple
fruits provided afterwards. You and your friends
and neighbors are invited to attend.

2025 AWANA Kickoff: Held on Friday, 8/15,
7:30pm at Mason Church. Welcome 3-year-old to
6th graders to sign up; pray for coworkers’
commitment to this ministry.

Prayer Requests

. Please pray for Stacy Liu as she undergoes surgery

on 8/13. Please pray for no complications and a
quick and full recovery.

Thank God the Thai STM team has safely arrived
home. Although some were unwell, they have now
recovered. We give thanks to God for their
dedication and service, through which some
children received Jesus as their Savior. May the
fruits of their service follow them and bring glory
to God!

Continue to pray for the health of sister Esther
Tsang. Thank God that her appetite and weight are
gradually improving, and her pain and treatment
side effects have significantly decreased. May
God’s healing hand be with her.

Pray for the final week of practice for the
children's musical (Theme: God Squad), that the
kids and coworkers would rejoice and encourage
one another during rehearsals as they prepare to
proclaim who Jesus is

5. Please pray for Anderson Fellowship’s Friday
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Fundamental Truth class—that brothers and
sisters may be rooted in God’s Word, please also
pray for the instructors.

Pray for Jason and Wendy and their family. May
God’s mercy and grace be with them. Also pray
for Jason’s upcoming court appearance — may
God Himself be his defender.

UC Campus Fellowship will hold their welcome
event for newcomers on 8/23 and needs
coworkers. If you have a heart for the gospel,
please consider joining us to serve God together.
Please also pray for the event.

Praise the Lord that Blessing Fellowship is
growing, as coworkers serve and edify one
another through their life witness and the truth.
The seckers are hungry for the truth; may God
prepare their hearts to receive salvation.

Pray for the UC Campus Fellowship as they seek
a new coordinator. May God move someone to
step forward and take on this role.

10.Compton Church still needs the caring deacon and

the support deacon. May God inspire brothers and
sisters to commit themselves to serving.

11.Pray for CCC to have a children’s minister and

may God prepare one who is after His heart for
us.



