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From the IRS to the Pulpit: Who

Decides What the Church Should Say?
By Pastor Bobby Young

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recently
announced that if a church mentions political
candidates during worship from a position of faith, it
will not be considered illegal electioneering, nor will
the church lose its tax-exempt status. This indicates
that the government will no longer restrict the pulpit
through legal means—a development that is
certainly commendable. After all, the authority of the
pulpit comes from God, not from man. Nevertheless,
this legal loosening should also prompt the church to
remain vigilant:

First, the church is not a political organization but
a heavenly community. Jesus said, “My kingdom is
not of this world” (John 18:36), and Paul reminds us
that “our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20).
Though we live on earth and care about our nation,
our ultimate allegiance belongs to the King of kings.
If what the church exalts is man rather than Christ,
and what the pulpit proclaims is political opinion
rather than the gospel, then such gatherings have
already lost their focus. There is a potential danger
that “false churches” may arise—communities
whose core identity lies in political alignment rather
than in the cross of Christ. People gather not to
worship the Lord, but merely to seek agreement in
opinion. These groups may retain the appearance of
a church, yet lack the life of the gospel.

Second, believers have a responsibility to speak
up for righteousness in the world. Jesus said, “You
are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the
world” (Matthew 5:13-14), and Micah also
declared, “To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). We
cannot avoid public matters, nor should we confine
our faith within the walls of the church. It is right for
Christians to engage in the public square, but we
must do so with reverence for God—bearing witness
to the holy and righteous Lord, not being led by
secular values.

Third, the message of the pulpit must be centered
on Christ. Paul said, “I decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1
Corinthians 2:2), and he also instructed Timothy,
“Preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season” (2 Timothy 4:2). The pulpit is not a platform
for human opinion but a vessel for the Word of God.
Even if we are given the freedom to speak on
political matters, the church must ask itself: Are we
still faithful to what has been entrusted to us? Are we
proclaiming Christ—or are we exalting the voice of
man?

May we, while enjoying freedom of speech, be all
the more cautious in how we use it—preaching only
the truth that leads to salvation. May the pulpit not
lose its radiance, may the church not lose its identity,
and may the name of the Lord be glorified through
our message.
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Key Verse: And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of
Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” (Acts 16:9)
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8.

2025 CCC Theme: The Holy Spirit Guides Us to
Witness the Gospel.

2. Sunday Prayer: 8:30 AM in classroom #13. Please

join us to lift up our church in prayer.

Apology Statement: Due to the oversight by the
EM team, one of the discussion topics for the
Sisters' Fellowship published in the June 8 Sunday
bulletin --though intended to understand Scriptural
teachings and relevant current events --
unintentionally caused misunderstanding and
unease. We sincerely apologize to any brothers and
sisters who were troubled. We will take this as to be
more careful in future announcements and
communications.

CCC Joint Prayer Meeting: Wed., 7/30, 7:30pm
via Zoom: 513981234, PW: 1234. Brothers and
sisters, come and pray to experience God together
because prayer is the nutrient for spiritual growth.
Mason Prayer Meeting: Wed., 8/6, 8pm at Mason
church; small group leaders must attend.

Blessing Fellowship: Thur., 8/7, 9:30am at Mason
Church; Speaker: Pastor Bobby Young, with lunch
provided. Feel free to invite friends to attend.

7. Texas Flood Relief: Due to the recent flooding in

Texas, if you feel led to give and help, please visit
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/. May  God's
immediate help reach all those affected and bring
comfort to those who have lost loved ones.
Mason Church Summer Adult Sunday School:
9:30am, 7 weeks at Mason Church, classes are: the
Book of Esther, How to Lead the Small Group Bible
Study, Christ’s Life-continued class. Please register
at  https:/forms.gle/SItFWGNCvrZG7rUx8 to be
equipped by God’s Word.
Prayer Requests
Sunday Speakers in August 2025

Date Compton Mason

8/03 | Minister Boenaidi Pastor Brian Liu

8/10 | Pastor Bobby Young | Elder Shenghe Zhan

8/17 | Elder Chia-Yang Liu | Pastor KC Fang

8/24 | Pastor KC Fang Pastor Brian Liu

8/31 | Pastor Brian Liu Pastor Bobby Young
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. Pray for the children’s musical. May God grant the

serving team to have love, patience, strength and
wisdom to serve kids who will obey, practice
gladly, and know their practice is an act of
worshiping God instead of performance by giving
God their best.

Thank God for the 7 brothers and sisters who have
willingly joined the EE training class. Pray that
they have good memory to recite the teaching
materials, have perseverance for the class, and
experience God during the visitations.

3. Pray for the members of 2025 Thailand STM---For

the members’ adaptation, good health, united
service, spiritual growth, and experience that God
is with them!

Pray for the next generation to be near to God,
thirst for God’s words, not to be influenced by the
world, to have fellowship in Christ, and live a life
of worship.



