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From the IRS to the Pulpit: Who

Decides What the Church Should Say?
By Pastor Bobby Young

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recently
announced that if a church mentions political
candidates during worship from a position of faith, it
will not be considered illegal electioneering, nor will
the church lose its tax-exempt status. This indicates
that the government will no longer restrict the pulpit
through legal means—a development that is
certainly commendable. After all, the authority of
the pulpit comes from God, not from man.
Nevertheless, this legal loosening should also
prompt the church to remain vigilant:

First, the church is not a political organization but
a heavenly community. Jesus said, “My kingdom is
not of this world” (John 18:36), and Paul reminds us
that “our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20).
Though we live on earth and care about our nation,
our ultimate allegiance belongs to the King of kings.
If what the church exalts is man rather than Christ,
and what the pulpit proclaims is political opinion
rather than the gospel, then such gatherings have
already lost their focus. There is a potential danger
that “false churches” may arise—communities
whose core identity lies in political alignment rather
than in the cross of Christ. People gather not to
worship the Lord, but merely to seek agreement in
opinion. These groups may retain the appearance of
a church, yet lack the life of the gospel.

Second, believers have a responsibility to speak
up for righteousness in the world. Jesus said, “You
are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the
world” (Matthew 5:13-14), and Micah also
declared, “To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). We
cannot avoid public matters, nor should we confine
our faith within the walls of the church. It is right for
Christians to engage in the public square, but we
must do so with reverence for God—bearing witness
to the holy and righteous Lord, not being led by
secular values.

Third, the message of the pulpit must be centered
on Christ. Paul said, “I decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1
Corinthians 2:2), and he also instructed Timothy,
“Preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season” (2 Timothy 4:2). The pulpit is not a platform
for human opinion but a vessel for the Word of God.
Even if we are given the freedom to speak on
political matters, the church must ask itself: Are we
still faithful to what has been entrusted to us? Are we
proclaiming Christ—or are we exalting the voice of
man?

May we, while enjoying freedom of speech, be all
the more cautious in how we use it—preaching only
the truth that leads to salvation. May the pulpit not
lose its radiance, may the church not lose its identity,
and may the name of the Lord be glorified through
our message.
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Worship Hymns HRARBOGE L Summer Xiao
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We Cry out

You Are the King of Glory
Holy Spirit, Come
Fk A7 48 L
Read The Apostle’s Creed Congregation
1% & EFQTA Bl #4067
Message The Leading of the Holy Spirit Pastor Brian Liu
1R AATHE Acts 15:36-16:10
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Responsive Hymn Have Thine Own Way, Lord! Summer Xiao
EHREHF W 8k LIk d
Missionary Sharing S.T Junbo Liu
S EUR R H4r
Welcome & Announcements Summer Xiao
Ak Blix 450
Benediction Pastor Brian Liu
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Key Verse: And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted
to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow
them. (Acts 16:7)
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Worship Leader: Summer Xiao
Pianist: Eddie Li

A/V Worker: Ting Tao

Ushers: Willson Wong, Ting-yu Tu
Interpreter: Howard Fan

(B ##03%: Please use earphones for English translation)
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3. Apology Statement: Due to the oversight by the

EM team, one of the discussion topics for the
Sisters' Fellowship published in the June 8 Sunday
bulletin --though intended to understand Scriptural
teachings and relevant current events --
unintentionally caused misunderstanding and
unease. We sincerely apologize to any brothers and
sisters who were troubled. We will take this as to
be more careful in future announcements and
communications.

4.Love Feast: Today, after the Sunday service.

Thanks to Kenwood fellowship for
preparing/serving food, and Galilee fellowship for
cleaning afterwards. Please stay for good
fellowship in the Lord.

MC Meeting: Today, 1pm, in the upper room of
the gym. All leaders of fellowships, small groups,
and ministries must attend. Brothers and sisters are
welcome to join to show care for the matters of
God’s house.

6. CCC Joint Prayer Meeting: Wed., 7/30, at

7:30pm via Zoom Code: 5133981234, PW:1234.
Brothers and sisters are welcome to attend.

Blessing Fellowship: Thur., 8/7, 9:30am at Mason
Church; Speaker: Pastor Bobby Young, with lunch

c rovided. All are invited to come.
RAF A P Prayer Requests
2025 \ A4y £ BB # B 4 Sunday Speakers in August 2025
B # X & £ExY Date Compton Mason
8/03 Boenaidi /%38 | BlirE 4 hF 8/03 | Min. Simon Boenaidi | Pastor Brian Liu
8/10 B OE AKEF EAdfe EH 8/10 | Pastor Bobby Young | Elder Shenghe Zhan
8/17 BRY k&£ 7 A A 8/17 | Elder Chia-Yang Liu | Pastor KC Fang
8/24 IR AT BliL#E MR 8/24 | Pastor KC Fang Pastor Brian Liu
8/31 BT # AT 1% F AT 8/31 | Pastor Brian Liu Pastor Bobby Young
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Thank God the Thai STM team has safely arrived
at Barnabas’ Children’s Center. Pray for love,
patience, and unity in serving and witnessing for
the Lord, as well as health, safety, and joy.

Pray for the missionaries supported by our church.
May God’s gracious calling and choosing be the
driving force behind their service, so that they may
fix their eyes on the Lord Jesus and rely on His
abundant provision and perfect protection in the
mission field.

Pray for those who are seeking jobs, trusting that
God will provide.

4. Compton Church still needs the caring deacon and
the support deacon. May God inspire brothers and
sisters to commit themselves to serving.

. Pray for CCC to have a children’s minister and

may God prepare one who is after His heart for us.
Pray for Jason and Wendy and their family. May
God’s mercy and grace be with them.

Pray for the UC Campus Fellowship as they seek
a new coordinator. May God move someone to
step forward and take on this role.

8. Pray for sister Bugian Deng. May God Himself be
her helper, with her and accompany her.




