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A Servant Who Stood Firm on

God’s Word
By Pastor Bobby Young

This past Monday (July 14), Grace Community
Church in Southern California announced that Pastor
John MacArthur has gone to be with the Lord at the
age of 86. His passing is not only a moment to
remember a faithful preacher, but also a reminder to
the church today: do we still uphold God’s Word as
the foundation of our faith and life?

Pastor MacArthur believed that preaching is not
the expression of man, but the exposition of God’s
Word—not meant to merely move the heart, but to
bring true repentance. He was convinced that a
sermon truly faithful to God should still carry
spiritual value decades later, because the Word of
God stands forever and is not bound by time or
culture. He refused to turn the pulpit into a place for
storytelling or emotional persuasion. As he once
said: “I’m not a storyteller. I’'m not an entertainer.
I’'m not a psychologist. I’'m a preacher, and my job
is to preach the Word of God.” He believed that if a
story does not lead directly to the truth of Scripture,
it should be avoided in preaching, because the
authority of a sermon does not lie in the speaker, but
in divine revelation. Even during government
lockdowns in the pandemic, he insisted on the
importance of in-person gatherings, emphasizing
that the church must obey God’s commands rather
than man’s injunctions.

His reverence for Scripture led him to hold clear
positions on difficult issues. He firmly believed that
the task of preaching should be entrusted to called
and qualified men—not out of cultural bias, but out
of obedience to God’s Word. On matters of gender
roles, church leadership, and the essence of the
gospel, he did not follow the tide, nor did he seek
compromise. Even under criticism, he remained
faithful to what he had received from the Lord. For
many years, his ministry was marked not by
creativity or strategy, but by unwavering faithfulness
to Scripture. He once publicly said: “If I'm
remembered for anything, I hope it’s that I was
faithful to teach the Word of God.” What he left
behind was not his own voice, but a testimony of
loyalty to the Word of God.

As we remember this faithful servant, our
purpose is not to exalt a man, but to return to God
with this question: is His Word still central in our
midst? As 2 Timothy 4:2-4 says, “preach the word,
be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and
teaching. For the time is coming when people will
not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own passions, and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths.”
May this generation continue to raise up those who
will take up this calling—not to be remembered, but
to see God’s Word go forth, until Christ returns.
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Key Verse: But we believe that we will be saved through the grace
of the Lord Jesus, just as they will. (Acts 15:11)
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Pianist: Eddie Li
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Announcements
June Offering $79,215.76
June Expenses 44,112.20
June Balance $35,103.56
Year-to-Date Balance $52,716.49

1.2025 CCC Theme: The Holy Spirit Guides Us to
Witness the Gospel.

. £ H_L4 8:30 4, - 2 SundayPrayer:8:30 AM in classroom #7. Please

join us to lift up our church in prayer.

3. Gospel Workshop: Sat., 7/26, 5:30-8:30pm at
Mason Church. Topic: The Boundaries Between
Faith and Science; Speaker: brother Dongsheng
Zhang. There will be a message, Q&A with dinner
provided. Seekers are cordially invited to attend.
4. Texas Flood Relief: Due to the recent flooding in
Texas, if you feel led to give and help, please visit
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/. May God's
immediate help reach all those affected and bring
comfort to those who have lost loved ones.
S.Sister Fellowship: Sat., 7/26, 1-3:30pm in
Mandarin at Mason; welcome sisters to join.

6. Love Feast: 7/27, after the Sunday service. Thank
Kenwood fellowship for preparing/serving food,
and Galilee fellowship for cleaning afterwards.
Please stay for good fellowship in the Lord.

7. MC Meeting: Sun.7/27, 1pm, in the upper room of
the gym. All leaders of fellowships, small groups,
and ministries must attend.

8.CCC Joint Prayer Meeting: Wed., 7/30, at

7:30pm via Zoom Code: 5133981234. PW:1234.
Brothers and sisters are welcome to attend.

Prayer Requests

.Pray for the members of 2025 Thailand STM
(7/21-8/1) by name and their bodies, minds and
spirits: Andrew Liu, Weiheng Dong, Nathan
Zhang, Josh Yang, Alice Dong, Jackie Zhang,
Angelina Chen, Audrey Hamel, Lye Ming
Tang, Yin Zhang, Peter Yang, Shenghe Zhan
and a child Shawn Zhang.

—

AR A 244 B % # 4% 2. Thank the Lord for His grace and guidance—

MERI1 has reached its goal of 14 couples, and
registration is now closed. Praise God for His
abundant provision; all glory to Him.

R Fe 4 53R F X A%, BEAP 3. Compton Church still needs the caring deacon and

the support deacon. May God inspire brothers and
sisters to commit themselves to serving.

4. Pray for CCC to have a children’s minister and
may God prepare one who is after His heart for us.
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to everyone to ensure that all doors and windows
are closed when leaving the church.

6. Pray for Jason and Wenday and their family. May
God’s mercy and grace be with them.

7. Pray for the UC Campus Fellowship as they seek
anew coordinator. Thank God that sister Zihan Su
is taking over the role temporary. May God move
someone to step forward and take on this role.

8. Pray for sister Bugian Deng. May God personally
be with her and accompany her.
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move away from Cincinnati. May God remember
their works and His gracious hand be with them,
guiding them to find a spiritual home and continue
to be faithful soldiers of Christ.



