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Reflection on the Texas Flood —

Fixing Our Eyes on Eternity
By Pastor Bobby Young

A few days ago, a severe flood struck Texas,
taking away more than a hundred precious lives.
Especially heartbreaking was the tragedy at a
Christian girls’ summer camp, which plunged
countless families and communities into deep grief.
In the face of such disaster, death no longer seems
distant but becomes real and wurgent. Every
catastrophe powerfully reminds us: “You are a mist
that appears for a little time and then vanishes.”
(James 4:14, ESV) Life is unpredictable; no one can
control tomorrow.

Dear friends, death is actually not far from any
one of us. Whether you are a Christian or not, each
time we encounter disaster and loss, we need to
seriously reflect: Of all that you pursue in life, what
truly has eternal value? All our achievements,
wealth, status, and relationships in this world will
one day pass away; only our relationship with God
and the salvation we have in Christ will last forever.
The Lord Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live.” (John 11:25, ESV)

The Bible tells us, “But our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Philippians 3:20, ESV) The hope of faith
does not lie in being spared from suffering in this
life, but in knowing that even in the face of death, we
will one day be with the Lord and enjoy His eternal
glory. “And just as it is appointed for man to die
once, and after that comes judgment.” (Hebrews
9:27, ESV) Today’s disaster is a timely reminder for
us to consider eternity and prepare ourselves for that
day.

In the face of suffering, Christians are not called
to passivity or escapism, but to loving action. “And
let us consider how to stir up one another to love and
good works.” (Hebrews 10:24, ESV) Let us unite our
hearts to pray for the families affected by the Texas
flood, for the survivors, and for the rescue workers—
may the Lord comfort all who mourn, and may more
people extend a helping hand, participating in relief
and rebuilding. May the Lord teach us through
suffering to look to Him, turning our eyes from the
temporary things of this life to the eternal, and to live
lives of hope and love. “As we look not to the things
that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the
things that are seen are transient, but the things that
are unseen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:18, ESV)
May we come to know Him and experience the
eternal hope that comes from God, even in the midst
of hardship.
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Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging
them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.

(Acts 14:21-22)
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Witness the Gospel.
Sunday Prayer: 8:30 AM in classroom #7. Please
join us to lift up our church in prayer.

3. Texas Flood Relief: Due to the recent flooding in

Texas, if you feel led to give and help, please visit
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/. May God's
immediate help reach all those affected and bring
comfort to those who have lost loved ones.

.CCC Part-Time English Minister: Welcome

Minister Corey joining the EM team to serve our
young adults starting this month. May God grant
more wisdom and strength to the EM team to
shepherd us.

Nepali Cincinnati Aaradhana Church: Starting
from today, 1-4pm, Nepali Cincinnati Aaradhana
Church will use our fellowship hall for their
Sunday Service. Thank God for His grace, by using
our church building to lead more people to know
the Lord Jesus.

EM Meeting: Wed., 7/16, 7:30pm at Mason
Church; please pray for it and the EM team.
Blessing Fellowship: Thurs., 7/17, 9:30am at
Mason; Wendy Wong will give a special message.
Lunch is provided; you are invited to join.

.Friday Meetings:7/18, 7:30pm, a combined

gathering of CCC including the Youth Group at
Mason Church gym. J & K will be giving a special
sharing followed by a Q&A session. There is no
small group Bible study. Please attend and show
our support to our supported missionary.
OHIO 11" MER 1: Held from 8/30-9/1 (Sat.-
Mon.) in Cincinnati. For details, please contact
Eddie Li/Yan Huan and register at
https:/tinyurl.com/Ohiol1thMER

Prayer Requests
Pray for the members of 2025 Thailand STM
(7/21-8/1) by name and their bodies, minds and
spirits: Andrew Liu, Weiheng Dong, Nathan
Zhang, Josh Yang, Alice Dong, Jackie Zhang,
Angelina Chen, Audrey Hamel, Lye Ming
Tang, Yin Zhang, Peter Yang, Shenghe Zhan
and a child Shawn Zhang.
Compton Church still needs the caring deacon and
the support deacon. May God inspire brothers and
sisters to commit themselves to serving.

3. Pray for CCC to have a children’s minister and

) %ﬁ?‘—g’—&"k%ﬁ#ﬁg;ﬁ?ﬁf%’ f]”\%@%ﬁ{ﬁé\ .

may God prepare one who is after His heart for us.
Pray for the safety of our church. A kind reminder
to everyone to ensure that all doors and windows
are closed when leaving the church.

. Pray for Jason and Wenday and their family. May

God’s mercy and grace be with them.

6. Pray for the UC Campus Fellowship as they seek

a new coordinator. May God move someone to
step forward and take on this role.

Pray for sister Bugian Deng. May God personally
be with her and accompany her.

Pray for the brothers and sisters who are about to
move away from Cincinnati. May God’s gracious
hand continue to be with them, guiding them to
find a spiritual home and continue to be faithful
soldiers of Christ.



