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Die to Rise with Jesus

“...having been buried with him in baptism, in
which you were also raised with him through faith in
the powerful working of God, who raised him from
the dead.” Colossians 2:12

I remember watching a short video where the actor

Rainn Wilson and his friend asked a little boy about
life wisdom. Unfortunately, I cannot find the video so
I'have to paraphrase. He asked whether the boy wanted
to feel happy all the time, and the boy wisely said, “No.
Because I wanted to feel other emotions too and it’s
good to feel other emotions and not just feel happy all
the time.” I remember thinking to myself: These are
wise words coming from what looked like a 5-year-old
boy, and I wonder if he knew what he was saying.

But it’s true. In Keeping with God’s expectation,
Jesus is calling us to “love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind” (Matthew 22:37). This means that Jesus is
calling us to have a totality of our whole selves as we
love God, including all of our emotions. We cannot
say that we love God only when we are happy. But
when we are sad, afraid, or anxious about our lives,
we need our me-time to do whatever we want,
ignoring God’s authority and care over our lives.

In this season of remembering our Lord Jesus’
death and resurrection, we are invited to love him with
all of our emotions; not just rejoicing as we celebrate
his resurrection, but also grieving as we remember
that our Lord chose to die and accept the betrayal and
rejection of his loved ones as well as the mockery and
insults from those who hate him. Our Lord
experienced all kinds of unpleasant emotions as he
carried the cross, which is a very selfless sacrifice.

Yet today, we breathe in this culture where hard
and raw emotions like fear, anxiety, anger, or even
what comes with the grieving process are repressed
and taboo to talk about. We grieve not only when our
loved ones die but also we grieve over the death of
relationships, over conflicts, over the loss of jobs,
opportunities, friendships, and many others. We die
emotionally when we lose these things. And when we
learn how to avoid it or shove it under the rug, we are
avoiding the opportunity to feel what Jesus feels when
he is on the cross. When we avoid dying emotionally,
we avoid dying along with Jesus.

I hope the invitation is clear for all of us in this
Easter season. If we trust in Jesus’ resurrection, we
trust that he will be there for us as we emotionally
experience the pain of death, so that we will be willing
to confess our sins to one another and accept the
shame, so that we will be willing to open up about our
problems in marriage and seek help, problems at work
and seek prayer, even though it isn’t a good thing in
our culture. But when we do, we can trust “in the
powerful working of God, who raised (Jesus) from the
dead.”
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Sunday Mandarin Worship Service has English translation by earphone.
Starting at 9:30 AM, we provide K-6th grade Children Gospel Group,
Youth Worship Service (English), and Nursery.
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Glory to God
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
Because He lives
R 12 15 48 L
Read The Apostle’s Creed Congregation
12 & BER Y # F AL 6T
Message  The Resurrection Changes Everything Pastor Bobby Young
#3435 John 20:19-29
B R F HATS BE B BR%
Responsive Hymn O Zion, Haste! Chia-Yang Liu
BRRLILHYF Stan Elder # 3L
AN-Coworker Sharing Brother Stan Elder
S UR RR¥
Welcome & Announcements Chia-Yang Liu
WA #g F AT
Benediction Pastor Bobby Young
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To 1 #3435 20:29

Key Verses: Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” John 20:29
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Worship Leader: Chia-Yang Liu
Pianist: Eddie Li

A/V Worker: Ting Tao

Ushers: Wen-Wei Chu, Jiyuan Liu
Interpreter: Stacy Kao
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Announcements
February Offering $48,435.87
February Expenses $55,095.66
February Balance (36,659.79)
Year-to-Date Balance ($15,366.73)

2024 CCC Theme: Creation and Blessing.

2. Love Feast: Today after the service. Thanks to

Galilee Fellowship’s food preparation, YG’s
setting up and taking away the tables/chairs, and
Anderson Fellowship’s food serving and cleaning
up afterward. Please stay to have a wonderful
fellowship. The surplus of the love feast will be
submitted to Taiwan STM. If you would like to
donate to the team by check, please make it
payable to Cincinnati Chinese Church with the
memo line, 2024 Taiwan STM.

Compton MC Meeting: Today, lpm, at the
fellowship hall. All leaders of fellowships, small
groups and ministries must attend.

Brother Fellowship: Monday, 4/1, 7:30pm at
Mason church. Speaker: Elder Chia-Yang Liu;
welcome brothers to attend.

Blessing Fellowship: Thur., 4/4, 9:30am at Mason
church. Speaker: Brother Ed Sung. Lunch is
provided and welcome the elderly to attend.

6. 2024 Summer Children’s Musical Opens for

Signup: Welcome kids from K-6'" grade to join.
The audition is on 4/26. If your kids would like to
audition, please register ASAP so they can have
the book/CD to practice at home. Please scan the
QR code for registration located at the table by
the sanctuary or register at

https://forms. gle/WKrhf4AVSVd1BgAb7
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Prayer Requests
Sunday Speakers in April 2024
Date Compton Mason
4/07 | Minister Simon Pastor Brian Liu
4/14 | Pastor Bobby Young | Pastor Brian Liu
4/21 | Pastor Bobby Young | Elder Zhengchao Gu
4/28 | Pastor Brian Liu Pastor Bobby Young

. Sister Priscilla Liu's spinal surgery on 4/3 was

postponed for another day, but she will have a
tracheostomy revision surgery one day. Pray that
the doctors will repair her wound well without
reopening and infection. May God protect and
control her spine so that it does not curl any
more, and grant her home care nurses to take care
of her. Peace be with her and her family.

4/1-3 Pastor Young, Pastor Liu and Minister Simon
will attend the 2024 MCCA Pastoral Family
Retreat. Please pray for them to get to know each
other better, to communicate and share in the
Spirit, and to have God's wisdom to lead His flock.

. Praise the Lord! Brother Lixiang Yang and sister

Qunying Lei were baptized in the Lord today at
Mason church. May God bless them to follow Him
all of their lives and to know the Lord Jesus more
every day with a renewed life.



