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The Battle of Faith

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,

the conviction of things not seen. (Heb. 11:1 ESV) "

Thank God that both today's message and
Friday's Bible study on Hebrews 11 are related to
faith. Whether it is the great spiritual man
Abraham, or the Jewish Christians in the midst of
persecution, all have ups and downs in their
spiritual lives, and all face all kinds of spiritual
battles. But God is gracious, and He refines our
faith through the use of external circumstances,
and inspires His elect through the exhortations and
examples of the apostles. When Christians face
various spiritual battles, they should keep the
following points in mind:

First, faith comes from God. Because the
Lord Jesus Christ offered His body once for all as a
sacrifice for sins, we are complete and forgiven of
our sins, unlike the priests of the Old Testament
who had to offer many sacrifices. We can approach
God’s throne of grace with confidence through
Jesus Christ. Therefore, in spiritual warfare, even if
the devil and the enemy use all kinds of tricks to
make God's elect doubt and shake in their faith; we
should think of the faith you had at the beginning,
the exhortation of the saints, the moving of the
Holy Spirit, and have a sense of discernment about
the source, knowing that we can persevere and not
be shaken by trusting in God.

Secondly, faith is believing that God is the
Commander of spiritual warfare. In spiritual
warfare, we do not face the devil alone, but there
are angels in heaven who fight with us, just as
Daniel said. The book of Joshua also tells us that
the Lord Jesus Christ is the Commander of the
armies of the LORD. In spiritual warfare, we are to
listen to the Commander instead of ourselves. In
spiritual warfare, we are not to rely on chariots, or
on horses, or on our own wisdom and ability, but
we are to trust in God alone, and rely on the LORD
of hosts for victory.

Again, faith is patience and hope in the
midst of difficulties. What we hope for is what we
do not see, the eternal life that God has promised
us. Knowing that being sojourners on earth is a
preparation for eternity, "For you have need of
endurance, so that when you have done the will of
God you may receive what is promised. (Heb.
10:36 ESV)"

In conclusion, only by knowing the source of
faith, relying on God alone, and waiting with hope
and patience can we prevail in spiritual warfare.
May all brothers and sisters be victorious as they
run along this heavenly path!
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Sunday Mandarin Worship Service has English translation by earphone.
Starting at 9:30 AM, we provide K-6th grade Children Gospel Group,
Youth Worship Service (English), and Nursery.
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Key Verses: But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my
hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven
and earth, that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap
or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made
Abram rich. (Genesis 14:22-23)
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Announcements
February Offering $48,435.87
February Expenses $55,095.66
February Balance ($6,659.79)
Year-to-Date Balance ($15,366.73)

1.2024 CCC Theme: Creation and Blessing.

2. CCC Joint Prayer Meeting: Wed., 3/27, 7:30 via
Zoom: 5133981234; PW: 1234. Invite brothers and
sisters to come eagerly.

3. Good Friday Joint Service: Friday, 3/29, 7:30pm
at Mason church. We commemorate Jesus Christ’s
crucifixion for our sins by breaking His body and
shedding His blood to overcome death so that we
are free from sin. Please reserve your time to
attend.

4. Easter Music Service: Held on Saturday, 3/30,
7pm at Mason church to celebrate Jesus’
resurrection. Speaker: Pastor Bobby Young. There
will be choral and musical performances. Please
reserve your time and invite friends to attend.

5. Brother Fellowship: Monday, 4/1, 7:30pm at
Mason church. Speaker: Elder Chia-Yang Liu;
welcome brothers to attend.

6. Mason Church Prayer Meeting: Wed., 4/3, 8pm
at Mason church. All small group leaders must
attend and brothers and sisters are invited to come.

7. Blessing Fellowship: Thursday, 4/4, 9:30am at
Mason church. Speaker: Pastor Bobby Young.
Lunch is provided and welcome the elderly to
attend.

8.2024 Summer Children’s Musical Opens for
Signup: Welcome kids from K-6" grade to join.
The audition is on 4/26. If your kids would like to
audition, please register ASAP so they can have the
book/CD to practice at home. Please scan the QR
code for signup located at outside the sanctuary or
register at https:/forms.gle/WKrhf4AVSVd1BgAb7

Prayer Requests

. Sister Priscilla Liu will have spinal surgery on 4/3.
Please pray for no viral infection before the
surgery, a successful surgery without any
complications and infection, and a speedy
recovery. May God prepare home care nurses to
take care of her and God's peace be with her and
her family.

2.4/1-3 Pastor Young, Pastor Liu and Pastor Simon
will attend the 2024 MCCA Pastoral Family
Retreat. Please pray for them to get to know each
other better, to communicate and share in the
Spirit, and to have God's wisdom to lead His
flock.

3. Pray for the All-Nations coworkers in Asia. May
God be with them.

4. Pray for the small group’s visits of seekers. May
God inspire us to encourage each other to love
Him and people more through the visits.

—_—



