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God’s Judgment and Mercy

"The LORD saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every intention of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
And the LORD regretted that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the
LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have
created from the face of the land, man and animals
and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I
am sorry that [ have made them." But Noah found
favor in the eyes of the LORD. (Gen. 6:5-8 ESV)"

Often, people say that if only God's judgment
is preached, they will not believe in the Lord. They
claim that it is God's love that draws them to
believe. In reality, God's judgment and mercy are
inseparable, for God is both just and merciful.
Therefore, God must judge sinners because of His
righteousness, and He is also merciful, bestowing
love and grace, rescuing sinners from darkness and
leading them into the kingdom of His beloved Son.
To preach only God's judgment without
mentioning His mercy easily leads to legalism,
where people worship God out of fear. On the
other hand, to preach only God's mercy without
mentioning His judgment can lead to the pitfalls of
cheap gospel and prosperity theology, where
individuals feel good about themselves but have
strayed from God's true path.

If you carefully read Genesis 6:5-8, in this
short passage, you can see God's judgment and His
mercy at the same time.

Firstly, when people sin, God must judge and
remove them from the earth. Why does God do
this? This is because He is a holy and righteous
God who cannot ignore sin. If we understand God's
righteousness and judgment, we will not fail to fear
Him, which is the first aspect of coming before
God. Ecclesiastes summarizes it similarly: "The
end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and
keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty
of man. For God will bring every deed into
judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or
evil. (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)"

Meanwhile, God is a merciful and gracious
God. His grace comes upon Noah, and God
instructs him to build an ark to escape the
judgment of the great flood. Only by recognizing
God's mercy and grace can we worship and praise
God from the depth of our hearts. The Psalms often
praise God's mercy and grace: "Yet he, being
compassionate, atoned for their iniquity and did
not destroy them; he restrained his anger often and
did not stir up all his wrath. (Ps. 78:38 ESV)"

To conclude, only by understanding God's
judgment and mercy simultaneously can we fear
and worship God and live a devout life.
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Key Verses: But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall
come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your

sons’ wives with you.
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(Genesis 6:18 ESV)

Worship Leader: Summer Xiao

A/V Worker: Yan Huan
Ushers: Sam Shi, Rola Song

Interpreter: Stacy Kao
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Announcements
December Offering $177,567.64
December Expenses $51,947.52
December Balance $125,620.12
Year-to-Date Balance $178,694.31

2024 CCC Theme: Creation and Blessing.
“Knowing Christ” Evangelistic Meetings: This
is CCC’s new ministry held once a month. The 1%
meeting will be on Sat., 2/24, 5:30-9pm at
Peoples Church. There will be dinner, message,
and Q &A. Speaker: Pastor Bobby Young;
Message: Knowing God. Feel free to invite
seekers and new friends to attend so that the seed
of the Gospel will be planted in their hearts.

CCC Calendar: Starting from this year, there is a
church-wide calendar on the church website and
APP. If you have any new ministries, please
check the website first to see if there is any time
conflict and let sister Xiaojie and Rola know. May
the ministries of the church be pleasing to God.
GCC Meeting: Sunday, 2/18, 7pm online meeting.
Please pray for the meeting and the attendees.
E/M Meeting: Wed., 2/21, 7:30pm at Mason.
Please pray for the meeting and the E/M team.
Campus Gospel Camp: Held from 3/15-17 at
Woodland Lakes Retreat Center. Open for
registration now. Theme: The Bread of Life.
Speaker: Pastor Hao Wu. College students are
invited to attend. Please contact brother Chris Liu
for details.

7. YG CIY Retreat: Signup is open now and will

be held from 6/9-14 at Bowling Green State
University. The registration fee is $499. Space is
limited and early registration is welcome. For
more information and fees, please contact brother
Vincent Liu.

2024 CCC Directory: Please fill out your
information at https:/forms.gle/wh3EGFUxoVGXeLDb9
by today. If you haven’t done it yet, please do so,
thanks!

. 2024 Summer Children’s Musical Opens for

Signup: Welcome kids from K-6® grade to join.
Please scan the QR code for registration located
at the table by the sanctuary or register at
https://forms. gle/WKrhf4AVSVd1BgAb7
Contact sister Rui Shen for details.

Prayer Requests

. Pray for Pastor Young's safety as he travels to preach

at LCCC today.

Pray for the follow-ups of the Chinese New Year
meeting. May the Holy Spirit keep moving seekers
to join the small groups and attend the Sunday
Service regularly. Thanks to the service team for
their dedication; may God remember their labor.
Pray for the E/M/D team. May God sanctify them
and grant them His presence, unity, and strength.
Pray for the safety of those traveling or visiting
relatives to share the gospel anywhere and anytime.



