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God’s Curse and Grace for Cain

“In the course of time Cain brought to the
LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, and
Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and
of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard
for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very
angry, and his face fell.” Genesis 4:3-5

This week’s Scripture text comes from the
episode after humans fell into sin. We could only
wish that there would be a more positive story.
However, the reality of the human heart is worse
than our optimistic expectation. Just like new
parents who discover for the first time how
stubborn their children are. Children are prone to
be disobedient and they are prone to hurt
themselves because of it.

The story of Cain and Abel is no different. It
goes even deeper than the story of Adam and Eve.
If in chapter three the fall of Adam and Eve
shows how sin destroys the relationship between
God and humans by their disobedience to God’s
command, in chapter four the fall of Cain shows
how sin destroys the relationship between family.
Everyone knows there’s no perfect family. Sin
has corrupted all the nooks and crannies of
human life, friendships and families.

We all agree that the tension of the story is in
Cain’s sinful heart. However, not all Christians
agree on the resolution. If you studied this text
before, you may hear speculations about the
reason God had no regard for Cain is that he
brought fruit from the ground instead of animal
sacrifice. Maybe Cain just brought “the fruit of
the ground” and not the firstfruit like Abel’s
offering of the firstborn of his animals. Maybe
there are other speculations. However, we have
to note that the Bible doesn’t offer an exact
reason why God shows regard to Abel and not to
Cain. I’'m afraid if we focus on these speculations
more than the main point, we turn this text into a
tutorial to gain God’s favor, which would negate
the importance of Christ!

The main point is not about God’s preference
for animals over vegetables. We have to note the
fact that the most important thing about this text
is God’s mercy and power. Not only did he
discipline Cain by giving him the curse, but he
also provided blessings for Cain to live. God’s
protection for Cain and his descendants allow
them to develop tools to survive and even still
enjoy life! (cf. Gen. 4:20-22) In this episode after
the fall, we learn that God’s grace is more
powerful than the corruption of sin!
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Sunday Mandarin Worship Service has English translation by earphone.
Starting at 9:30 AM, we provide K-6th grade Children Gospel Group,
Youth Worship Service (English), and Nursery.
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Key Verses: If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do
not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is
contrary to you, but you must rule over it.

(Genesis 4:7)

SR SYE Pianist: Kristi Zhou
BABERE, HER, KR, TEF
Worship Team: Ron Lu, Jianguo Zhong, Xiaomei Zhang,
Pingping Zhang
HERL:FE, RFR AV Workers: Harry Li, Chakman Chan
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Ushers: Shulin Zhang, Xiaoping Li, Lihong Zhu, Meili An

Announcements
December Offering $177,567.64
December Expenses $51,947.52
December Balance $125,620.12
Year-to-Date Balance | $178,694.31
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2024 CCC Theme: Creation and Blessing.

CCC 2023 Offering Receipts: Ready to be
picked up today after the Service. The remaining
receipts will be mailed out. Please contact brother
Simon Wu for any questions.

. GCC In-Person Meeting: Today during the love

feast at Compton church. Please pray for it.
CCC Prayer and Co-Worker Meeting: Wed.,
1/31, 7:30pm at Mason. Seek approval of issues
from: 1) No need to go through the CCC Co-
Worker Meeting after topics are approved by the
Compton/Mason MC meetings and Deacon's
Meeting and posted in the church Sunday
bulletins for 2 weeks; 2) $6k for the 2024
Chinese New Year event budget. B/S are invited
to attend.

Blessing Fellowship: Thur., 2/1, 9:30am at
Mason. Speaker: Elder Shenghe Zhan, with lunch
provided; welcome the elderly to attend.
Brother Fellowship: Mon., 2/5, 7:30pm at
Mason. Lead Brother: Dongsheng Zhang;
Brothers are invited to attend.

Mason Prayer Meeting: Wed., 2/7, 8pm at
Mason church; small group leaders must attend.
2024 Chinese New Year Celebration: Sat.,
2/10, 5pm, at Mason. Theme: A Better Homeland.
There will be a delicious dinner, brilliant
performance, gospel message and benediction
along with nursery, children’s program, learning
Spring Festival folklore, food, youth fellowship,
and refreshments provided. You and your whole
family are invited to attend this celebration.
2024 CCC Directory: From now to 2/11, please
fill out your information at

https://forms.gle/wh3EGFUxoVGXeLDb9 . We will
compile all to publish as a new directory.

10.2024 Summer Children’s Musical Opens for

Signup: Welcome kids from K-6™ grade to join.
Please scan the QR code for registration located
at outside the sanctuary or register at
https://forms. gle/WKrhf4AVSVd1BgAb7

Please contact Sister Rui Shen for details.
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2/18 ¥ AT Ehie EE 2/18 | Pastor Bobby Young Elder Shenghe Zhan
2/25 BRI X ¥ i AT 2/25 | Elder Chia-Yang Liu | Pastor Bobby Young




