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Of Temptation and the Mortification of
Sin in Believers

"Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak." (Matt. 26:41 ESV)"

When Adam and Eve ate from the tree of the
knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of
Eden, they sinned and turned away from God.
When God asked Adam why he sinned, Adam
answered out of flesh that it was Eve who made
him eat it; God then asked Eve why she sinned, Eve
said that the serpent tempted her to eat it. In fact,
this is the nature of the old-self: it does not look for
problems in oneself, but always puts the blame on
others. Some people may also ask why God put the
temptation in front of Adam and Eve and put the
tree of knowledge in the Garden of Eden. In fact,
the Bible speaks very clearly, "Let no one say when
he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for
God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one. But each
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by
his own desire. (Jas. 1:13-14 ESV) "Adam and
Eve were all tempted by their own lusts (which is
that the eyes are brightened on the day they eat -
they want to be their own gods). Therefore it can
be said that temptation is everywhere and at all
times.

What is the best way to deal with temptation and
sin? John Owen in his book, Of Temptation and
the Mortification of Sin in Believers, gives the
following solutions. First of all, Christians must
be alert and pray at all times to guard against
temptation (Mt 26:41). If we are not vigilant and
prayerful, we can easily fall into temptation
without realizing it.

Secondly, by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body (Rom. 8:13 ESV). Owen says,
"The Holy Spirit will not heal sin in the believer
unless he is obedient and cooperative. As He works
in us and on us, He preserves our liberty as a means
of ascertaining that our obedience is not forced."

Again, recognize your sin clearly and flee
from your repeated sins. Don't pretend to be strong
and think that you can overcome sin on your own,
but trust in the blood of Christ.

Finally, do not deceive yourself, but reject
false peace. Any peace that does not cause people
to hate the sin that disturbs them, any peace that
does not accompany the Spirit's act of convicting
people of "sin, righteousness, and judgment," and
any peace that deals with sin in a superficial way
is a false peace. The true peace of God is the peace
that humbles us, as in the case of David in
Psalm 51:1-5.
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Sunday Mandarin Worship Service has English translation by earphone.
Starting at 9:30 AM, we provide K-6th grade Children Gospel Group,
Youth Worship Service (English), and Nursery.
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Pianist: Mu-Tien Lai

A/V Worker: Junbo Liu
Ushers: Yin Zhang, Karen Lu
Interpreter: Yibing Fu
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1.

Announcements
December Offering $177,567.64
December Expenses $51,947.52
December Balance $125,620.12
Year-to-Date Balance $178,694.31

2024 CCC Theme: Creation and Blessing.

CCC 2023 Offering Receipts: Ready to be picked up
today and 1/28 after the Service. The remaining
receipts will be mailed out. Please contact brother Ed
Wau for any questions.

Love Feast: Held Sunday, 1/28, after the Service.
Thanks Anderson Fellowship for food preparation,
YG setting up/taking away tables and chairs, and UC
and MU fellowship food serving and cleaning
afterwards. Please stay for a wonderful fellowship in
the Lord.

MC Meeting: Sun., 1/28, 1pm at fellowship hall. The
chairperson of each fellowship, small group leaders,
and ministry coordinators must attend.

GCC In-Person Meeting: Sun., 1/28, during the love
feast at Compton church. Please pray for it.

CCC Prayer and Co-Worker Meeting: Wed., 1/31,
7:30pm at Mason. Seek approval of issues from: 1)
No need to go through the CCC Co-Worker's Meeting
after topics are approved by the Compton/Mason MC
meetings and Deacon's Meeting and posted in the
church Sunday bulletins for 2 weeks; 2) $6k for the
2024 Chinese New Year event budget. Brothers and
sisters are invited to attend.

. Blessing Fellowship: Thurs., 2/1, 9:30am at Mason.

Speaker: Elder Shenghe Zhan, with lunch provided;
welcome to invite the elderly to attend.

2024 Chinese New Year Celebration: Sat., 2/10,
Spm, at Mason. Theme: A Better Homeland. There
will be a delicious dinner, brilliant performance,
gospel message and benediction along with nursery,
children’s program, learning Spring Festival folklore,
food, youth fellowship, and refreshments provided.
You and your whole family are invited to attend.
2024 CCC Directory: From now to 2/11, please fill
out your information at hitps:/forms.gle/wh3EGFUxoVGXeLDb9 .
We will compile all to publish as a new directory.

10.2024 Summer Children’s Musical Opens for

Signup: Welcome kids from K-6" grade to join.
Please scan the QR code for registration located at
the table by the sanctuary or register at
https://forms. gle/WKrhf4AVSVd1BgAb7

. Notification of temporary closed meetings: If the
church meetings are closed due to inclement weather
and you do not have a channel to receive this
notification, please leave your contact information
with Rola and we will notify you at that time. Thanks.

Prayer Requests

Pray for Rod and Beth Williamson who are serving

in Hualien City, Taiwan. They minister to the

families that have special needs kids and also reach

out to other families through Overcomers Baseball.

Please keep them in your prayers.




