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Key Verse: At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on

Mount Ebal..

. And afterward he read all the words of the law, the

blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of
the Law. There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that
Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the
women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among

them. (Joshua 8:30, 34-35)
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Announcements
January Offering $45,802.51
January Expenses $58,090.77
January Balance ($12,288.26)
Year-to-Date Balance ($12,288.26)

1. CCC Theme: Hold Firm to God’s Promises. Be a

Good Soldier of Christ.

2.The Result of Co-Workers’ Meeting: CCC

approved to buy a new color copier for the office
and the fee of $6,397.

3.Summer Youth CIY Retreat opens for signup:

Held from 6/12-16 at Cedarville University. The
early price is $379 from now to 5/1; $414 from
5/2-22. Please register ASAP due to the limited
seats. Please contact Vincent Liu for details and
submit the fee to him, too.

4, Campus Gospel Camp: Held from 3/17-19 at

Woodland Lakes Retreat Center. The keynote
speaker is Pastor Zhaoyang Peng with other
workshop speakers too. Invite the college students
to sign up for it is a good place to relax in body
and mind during the spring break. Please contact
Pastor Bobby Yang for details.

5.0nline 24-Hour Watching Prayer Meeting:

Hosted by CCLIFE, it started from 2/20, going till
it is called to stop . May the Holy Spirit rev ive the
US, churches and b/s. You are invited to attend.
Zoom ID: 844 9108 4893; PW: 2023.

6.Blessing Fellowship : Thursday, 3/2, 9:30am at

Mason church with lunch provided. Speaker: Elder
Zhengchao Gu; welcome the elderly to join.

. 2023 Barnabas Northern Thailand Short Term

Mission: Thank the Lord that two teams have
formed. Please keep praying for them to humbly
accept and love each other through the training and
grow spiritually in the Lord.
Prayer Requests
Sunday Speakers for March 2023
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the Holy Spirit among them.

. May the flames of the Holy Spirit revive the US

and the world and burn up all evils so that people
will repent and return to the True God who
changes lives, societies and nations.

. Pray for safety of every campus; peace for those

traveling and on business trips; job offers to those
graduating or having lost jobs; healing to the sick;
strength to those in weakness. May God’s mercy
be upon them all.
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Where Does True Courage Come From?

We are easily discouraged when things didn’t
go as planned. School is not as fun as we thought
it would be. Things didn’t really go as planned in
our workplace. Ministry didn’t feel as exciting as
it used to be. Even Joshua, a great role model of
faith, was discouraged and disappointed in God
when lIsrael failed. How are we supposed to have
any courage from God if he didn’t seem to give us
what we want?

But perhaps, the problem is not in God. Maybe
we have misunderstood what kind of courage we
are supposed to get from God’s encouragement. If
we go back to chapter one, God is encouraging
Joshua and Israel. In 1:6, he did say, “Be strong
and courageous.” In 1:9, he repeats the same word
of encouragement again. In literature studies, this
arrangement seemed to form a chiasm (aba’
structure), which gives importance to the middle
content. What is the content between v 6 and v 9?
It’s the command to obey “The Book of the Law,”
or in other words, God’s own Word. Thus,
courage can be found in God’s Word. Because
only by obedience to his Word, we see that he’s
got it under control, even when everything around
us seems to fail.

Why is this matter to us? Too often, our culture
claims that courage comes from feeling good
about ourselves. Yet God didn’t promise to give
his people courage in a form of feelings. In his
book, Relationships, Paul David Tripp helps us
reflect that “we think encouragement is primarily
about trying to make the person feel better, so we
say things like, ‘Hang on, you can make it.” ‘It’s
not really as bad as you think.” ... ‘It’s going to be
okay.” ... These statements may offer temporary
comfort, but they never lead to lasting change. At
best they produce temporary changes of mood
that usually melt away when the person is faced
again with difficulty.”

Instead of trying to make ourselves or others
feel better, effective encouragement comes from
obeying the Word of God. When we try our best to
obey God’s Word, he will help us see that our
courage doesn’t come from our own confidence, nor
does it come from our feeling of success. Courage
comes from seeing that God is helping us to obey
his Word by his Grace.
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Sunday Mandarin Worship Service has English translation by
earphone. Starting 9:30 AM, we also provide K-6" grade Children
Gospel Group, Youth Worship Service (English), and Nursery

Service.
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Cincinnati Chinese Church Theme for 2023:

Hold Firm to God’s Promises; Be a Good Soldier of Christ
A¥iit: 1393 Compton Rd. Mt. Healthy OH 45231,

Tel: (513) 931-2381 Fax: 931-2981

% #3i: 766 Reading Road, Mason, OH 45040,

Tel: (513) 398-1234
http://www.cincinnatichinesechurch.com




