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The Meaning of the Gospel

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
(Isaiah 9:6 ESV)

In ancient times, a messenger from the emperor
usually gave an announcement on the street or
marketplace. Usually, the message was about the
victory of war, praising the virtues of the emperor.

In fact, in Greco-Roman culture, this announcement
is called euangelion, which in English is called the
good news or gospel. In the Dictionary of Jesus and
the Gospels, at the topic of Gospel, it talks about
“The first-century B.C. Priene Inscription from Asia
Minor which provides a relevant starting point for
the use of the word gospel in the Greco-Roman
world at the time of Christ. In this inscription the
emperor Augustus was hailed as a “savior” for
ending wars and bringing peace to the empire.”
Augustus himself was deemed to be the “son of god”
according to Virgil’s Aeneid, an ancient work telling
the legend from Rome. Thus, in the human context,
the gospel is associated with the good news of
victory and peace that is brought by great power.

When Jesus came down, this meaning was
challenged. Isaiah 9:6 prophesies about the coming
savior, which will be glorious. However, we can see
in the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John)
that Jesus came to claim this title of a “savior” and
bring peace, not through victory and power. He was
a savior through the display of his suffering for the
sake of obedience and love on the cross. This is the
extreme contrast to the meaning of the Good News
both in ancient times and even today. Even the act
of the Son of God who came to the earth taking the
form of a baby is a very self-humiliating act. The
Son of God who sustains everything by his power,
now had to rely on his mother for food, hygiene,
and for survival. Even to the day he died, he had to
go through being rejected, mocked, and betrayed
by those very people he created.

In this season of Christmas, maybe you just lost
your loved ones. Maybe you have lost your job,
have to go through difficult conflicts, or other
difficult hardships that are going on in your life.
Don’t let gift giving be a distraction to those
experiences. Your hardships may be the opportunity
for God to show the power of the Gospel. May Jesus’
obedience in the midst of his weakness and humility
empower you to obey God in your difficult times.
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Sunday Mandarin Worship Service has English translation by earphone.
Starting at 9:30 AM, we provide K-6th grade Children Gospel Group,
Youth Worship Service (English), and Nursery.
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Cincinnati Chinese Church Theme for 2023:
Hold Firm to God’s Promises; Be a Good Soldier of Christ
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Key Verses: Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this
purpose, I was born and for this purpose I have come
into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth listens to my voice”.

(John 18:37b ESV)
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Announcements
November Offering $74,699.41
November Expenses $46,414.68
November Balance $28,284.73
Year-to-Date Balance | $53,074.19

CCC Theme: Hold Firm to God’s Promises. Be a
Good Soldier of Christ.

Love Feast: Held today after the Service, thanks to
those who are serving and may God remember your
labor. All are invited to stay to celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ and enjoy the fellowship.
The End of Friday Bible Study: On 12/29, there
is no adult Bible study, YG, children AWANA.
CCC Prayer Meeting: Wed., 12/27, at 7:30pm via
Zoom:5133981234, PW:1234. You are cordially
invited to attend.

2023 Offering Receipts: The offering postmark
closing date is 12/31. Please take note of the time.
2024 New Year Fasting Prayer Meeting: Held on
Monday, 1/1, 9am at Compton church. Please
prepare your hearts to attend this New Year prayer
meeting.

7. Blessing Fellowship: Thursday, 1/4/2024, 9:30am

8.

at Mason church. Speaker: Pastor Brian Liu with
lunch provided. Welcome the elderly to attend.
Stephen Caring Ministry Training: Starts the class
on Saturday, 1/6/2024, 10:30am-12pm at Mason
church classroom # 1, 2. May God use this ministry
to draw the people in difficult times to Himself.

9. 2024 Spring Adult Sunday School Opens for
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Signup: 1/7-5/19, 9:30-10:30am; 1) Eight classes at
Mason are: Basic Doctrine for Baptism; New Life,
New Living, OT Survey, I &II Chronicles, The
Epistles of Paul taught in English, Book of Job,
Gospel of Luke, and Christ’s Life. Please register at
https://forms.gle/wVTMMdny61QU8pvC9
2) Five classes at Compton are: Basic Truth, Basic
Doctrine for Baptism, NT Survey, Book of Job, and
Gospel of Mark. Please register at
https://forms.gle/7EXimT7pjosLy Tr47
2024 Taiwan STM Enlists Team Members: From
7/13-28/2024, those who are interested in this Short-
Term Mission, either adults or youths, 9th graders
and above in 2024, who are baptized, please register
to Deacon Jing-Huei Lee by the end of 2023. May
God prepare and move us to bravely accept the
calling of sharing the Good News.

Prayer Requests
Praise the Lord that Thailand Short Term
Missions winter team has arrived safely. Please
see this week's Sunday service bulletin insert for
their prayer requests and pray for them by name.

. Pray for safe travel during the Christmas

holidays as we remember the birth of our Lord
Jesus and share the gospel of peace wherever we
are.



