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Getting Ready for Difficulty

“But understand this, that in the last days there
will come times of difficulty.” (2 Timothy 3:1)

While the Apostle Paul is building up Timothy to
“entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach
others” (2 Tim 2:2), he also makes sure Timothy
knows that difficulty is coming. In chapter three,
Paul specifically refers to the difficulty of dealing
with people who are “lovers of self” rather than
“lovers of God”. About these difficult people, Paul
says in verse five to “avoid such people.” This is
quite a strong command to be given. But, if we don’t
take this command seriously, the consequences can
be even more serious. I want to offer three cautions
to be mindful of as we reflect on 2 Timothy 3:1-9.

First, we have to be careful before we refer to
people as “lovers of self, lovers of money, proud,
arrogant, abusive, disobedient,” etc. Because these
characteristics are not to be understood loosely. Paul
specifies in v 7 that these people who demonstrate
these bad characteristics, they seem unwilling to
be corrected or taught in the right path. However,
those who’re selfish, yet willing to listen and to be
taught, need to be cared for, not only disciplined.
Maybe they don’t have a mentor who can teach them
how to behave. Before judgment, God gives us
Grace first. So we must exercise care before
discipline.

Secondly, we should try our best to be proactive
rather than reactive. We shouldn’t wait until
problems arise due to selfishness, the love of money,
or inability to be taught. Maybe the first thing we
can do is not to hide our own evil characteristics and
repent of our own sins and seek counseling and
mentorship from older Christians. Then, our
fellowship and small groups shouldn’t just be about
Bible Studies and hangouts. We need to be ready to
be honest in confessing our sins and correcting a
brother or sister’s inappropriate behaviors or sins.
Of course, with gentleness and care.

Lastly, Jesus has given us practical advice on
how to deal with someone who sinned. It’s very
helpful because he made sure that in every step,
there’s a way for reconciliation to happen. In
Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus says “If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained
your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. "(ESV)
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Announcements
October Offering $62,473.36
October Expenses $88,353.85
October Balance ($25,880.49)

Year-to-Date Balance | $24,789.46
CCC Theme: Hold Firm to God’s Promises. Be a
Good Soldier of Christ.
The Results of Co-Worker Meeting: CCC
approved the following :1) Daniel Weng as
Compton Education Deacon, Roger Chiang and
Yuanxin Zhou as new deacons to coordinate
regular deacon board meetings; 2) Establish a
special fund, target of $50k, to buy a new van for
Barnabas’ ministry; 3) Create a special account
for Sister Hongliu’s memorial fund to support the
Thai Short Term Mission trips; 4) Motion item:
one time transfer of $8,400 in Dec. from Barnabas
ministry fund surplus to Chiang Dao children
center for retention of current coworkers (GCC
approved on 11/19).
Brother Fellowship: Monday, 12/4, 7:30pm at
Mason Church. Lead Brother: Eddie Li; welcome
brothers to come for the end of year thanksgiving
and testimonies of God’s grace.
Blessing Fellowship: Thursday, 12/7, 9:30am at
Mason Church. Speaker: Brother Ron Lu, with
lunch provided, welcome the elderly to attend.
2024 Taiwan STM Enlists Team Members: From
7/13-28/2024, those who are interested in this
Short-Term Mission, either adults or youths, 9™
graders and above in 2024, who are baptized, please
register to Deacon Jing-Huei Lee by the end of
2023. May God prepare and move us to bravely
accept the calling of sharing the Good News.
Gospel for China Conference 2023: Held from
12/26-30 in person, hosted by CCLife at Hyatt
Regency O’Hare Chicago. CCC’s signup link is
https://bit.ly/441.6vem For details, please go to
https://www.gospel4china.org

Prayer Requests
Pray for brothers Haoran Zhang and Zhengquan
Wang who were baptized today at Mason church to
grow spiritually every day.

. Pray for sister Jianhua Chen who has been

diagnosed with GBS recently. May God grant the
treatment team wisdom to heal her fully and brother
Shouxiong strength to take care well of family.
Pray for Nathan and Christy’s newborn baby who
has respiratory syncytial virus to have God’s
healing on her and His peace, strength on them.

. Winter Thai team will depart on 12/20. May God

grant them good preparation, the financial need,
good health, united service, and spiritual growth.
Pray for the churches and Annie’s children center in
Myanmar for wars are raging there. May they find
peace in Christ and have His protection. Also pray
for Annie’s children ministry. May God urge and
move us to support their needs.



