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Introduction 

T his book is a collection of articles written almost a 
decade ago, including references to President 
Obama, the Tea Party, and the omission of Critical 

Race Theory, DEI, and Cultural Marxism. The 
underlying ideology was present, but the terminology 
was not mainstream. It has now fully come out in the 
open as what it is—Cultural Marxism. 

I decided to make this collection of articles available for 
several reasons. First, they can no longer be accessed 
online. Second, over the decades, many of the attacks on 
conservatives, especially Black conservatives, rely on 
myths, tales, half-truths, and lies propagated by the 
liberal progressives. Third, the old saying, “A lie will get 
halfway around the world before the truth gets its boots 
on,” is true. The forces arrayed against us control 
mainstream media, social media, education, and even the 
counterfeit church. They control the narrative 
(information) over the airwaves and twist it as it fits their 
agenda. Cultural Marxism, in its hubris and arrogance, 
has come out to challenge the two remaining institutions 
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needed for hegemony—the bible-centered family and 
church.  

However, the Left needs to understand that many of us 
who confess Christ as our Savior will never bow to Baal. 
James tells us in chapter 4:4, “You adulterous people! Do 
you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.” (ESV) 

Paul tells the church that we are in spiritual warfare in 
Ephesians 6:11-20 and need to dawn the whole armor of 
God. II Corinthians 10:3-6 says, “For though we walk in 
the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but 
have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy 
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to 
obey Christ, being ready to punish every disobedience, 
when your obedience is complete.” We must actively 
take a stand by breaking strongholds and challenging 
arguments and opinions against the knowledge of God.    

Lastly, Paul warns us in 1 Timothy 4:1 that “in later times 
some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to 
deceitful spirits and teachings of demons…”. Cultural 
Marxism has its roots in the teaching of demonic forces, 
including those seduced by deceitful spirits and those 
who deny the very existence of God. 

Freedom’s Journal Institute has been commissioned to 
“stand” with our brothers and sisters, regardless of the 
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melanin in their skin, and fight the good fight of faith. 
We are building an Alliance of Freedom Fighters who 
will stand together, so you need not stand alone. We aim 
to be a unified countercultural voice to combat the moral 
decay of our nation. And to combat Black liberal 
progressives pushing an agenda to destroy Judeo-
Christian values as well as to define and shape Black 
sociopolitical norms and behaviors. They will label Black 
conservatives “uncle toms,” “traitors to our race,” and a 
host of other personal attacks. However, we will find 
strength in each other and our commitment to our Lord.  

Freedom’s Journal Institute has designed the R.I.S.E. 
Principles as a platform to take on the liberal 
progressives. The Alliance of Freedom Fighters will 
stand together and advance the Kingdom of God through 
sociopolitical education and engagement rooted in a 
biblical worldview. 

We hope you will use the information in these articles to 
battle the enemy and win someone over to our side to 
view public policy based on a biblical worldview. There 
is more to come! 
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Chapter 1: Willie Lynch 
  

In the movie The Great Debaters, Melvin B. 
Tolson (played by Denzel Washington) retells 
the story of Willie Lynch in hopes of 

motivating his newly aspiring members of an all-
Black Wiley College debate team. Tolson points 
out that, in those days, slave owners in need of 
help controlling their slaves in Virginia sent word 
to Willie Lynch, apparently known for his tactics, 
which, for years, had kept his own slaves in line 
in the West Indies.  
  
Mr. Lynch was rumored to have gladly come to 
Virginia and, while there, gave a speech on how to 
control the black slaves. In the movie, Tolson 
narrows down this speech to the two key 
principles: (1) keep the slave’s body strong, and 
(2) their minds psychologically dependent on the 
slave master. As Tolson translated to his students, 
“Keep the body and take the mind.” 
  
However, ironically, the infamous tales of the 
notorious Willie Lynch are nothing more than a 
myth. There is no record of anyone named Willie 
Lynch as depicted in The Great Debaters or 
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characterized in the movie’s speech/letter. Prof. 
Manu Ampim, a historian and primary researcher 
specializing in African & African American 
history and culture, has exposed the “so-called” 
letter or speech of Willie Lynch to be a fraud.  1

  
One of the most damaging pieces of evidence 
Professor Ampim brings against the authenticity 
of the speech is that no historians or 
contemporaries of that time mention the speech, 
or tactics mentioned in the speech. He says,  
  
‘The "Willie Lynch Speech" is not mentioned by 
any 18th or 19th century slave masters or anti-
slavery activists. There is a large body of written 
materials from the slavery era, yet there is not one 
reference to a William Lynch speech given in 
1712. This is very curious because both free and 
enslaved African Americans wrote and spoke 
about the tactics and practices of white slave 
masters. Frederick Douglass, Nat Turner, Olaudah 
Equino, David Walker, Maria Stewart, Martin 
Delaney, Henry Highland Garnet, Richard Allen, 

 The original website where I read the information shared 1

in this article is no longer available. However, there is a 
YouTube interview where Prof. Ampim discusses his 
research. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KEr8qKNNAb8
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Absolom Jones, Frances Harper, William Wells 
Brown, and Robert Purvis were African 
Americans who initiated various efforts to rise up 
against the slave system, yet none cited the 
alleged Lynch speech. Also, there is no reference 
to the Lynch speech by any white abolitionists, 
including John Brown, William Lloyd Garrison, 
and Wendell Phillips. Similarly, there has been no 
evidence found of slave masters or pro-slavery 
advocates referring to (not to mention utilizing) 
the specific divide-and-rule information given in 
the Lynch speech. 
 
Likewise, none of the most credible historians on 
the enslavement of African Americans have ever 
mentioned the Lynch speech in any of their 
writings. A reference to the Lynch speech and its 
alleged “divide and rule” tactics are completely 
missing from the works of Benjamin Quarles, 
John Hope Franklin, John Henrik Clarke, William 
E.B. Du Bois, Herbert Aptheker, Kenneth Stampp, 
John Blassingame, Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, 
Darlene Clark-Hine, and Lerone Bennett. These 
authors have studied the details and dynamics of 
Black social life and relations during slavery, as 
well as the "machinery of control" by the slave 
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masters, yet none made a single reference to a 
Lynch speech.’  2

  
Professor Ampim also highlights the anachronistic 
language contained in the speech. In other words, 
he exposes 20th-century terminology in what is 
supposed to be an 18th-century document. He 
concludes that the speech was written in the late 
20th century but became popular after being read 
during the Million Man March in 1995. 
  
I encourage everyone to read Prof. Ampim's 
findings and his research responses. It is amazing 
how many people still cling even harder to the 
myth when confronted with the evidence because 
it supports their worldview. 
  
However, although the person of Willie Lynch and 
the speech itself were fabricated, this method of 
controlling people is certainly not. There is an 
ongo ing a t t empt t o keep B lack fo lks 
psychologically weak and dependent on the 
government by, in many instances, Black leaders 
who benefit from their dependency on the 
government. The fabricated letter is an intentional 

 http://forum.dancehallreggae.com/showthread.php/2

204625-Willie-Lynch-Letter-Is-Fake.... 
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attempt to manipulate the Black community into 
an “emotional” state that suspends critical 
thinking. Once people have suspended the use of 
their “critical” mind, they are subject to all types 
of manipulation.  
  
A modern-day case, in point, is the fervor being 
incited over States requiring identification to vote. 
Many in the Black community have made this a 
civil rights issue, which it is not. Voter 
identification helps to cut down on voter fraud, 
which everyone should be in favor of. 
Unfortunately, some “Black leaders” such as Al 
Sharpton, the CBC, those in the Obama 
administration, and Roland Martin, to name a few, 
have claimed that this is an attempt to 
disenfranchise African Americans. Yet they know 
full well that anyone over the age of 20 must carry 
some form of identification across the country. It 
is not racist or an infringement upon a person’s 
right to vote also to be required to have proper 
identification. You cannot vote early in Illinois 
unless you bring a photo ID. The truth of the 
matter is that to transact business in America, you 
must have some form of legitimate identification.  
  
The real strategy behind the voter identification 
debate is to stir up Black people so that they come 
out in significant numbers to vote in 2012.  
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Obama’s track record of accomplishment is 
dismal, particularly among African Americans. 
We have the highest unemployment and highest 
rate of foreclosures under our first Black 
President. There is no real reason for African 
Americans to support Obama for a second term. 
That is, unless you can insight the emotion of fear
— “that Republicans are trying to keep you from 
voting”—Blacks probably will not turn out in big 
numbers at the polls. Hence, the attempt to 
manipulate the masses with a Willie Lynch-type 
misinformation campaign. 
  
We have seen this done with fabrications about 
the Dixiecrats, the Southern strategy, and even the 
US Constitution. This is why it has become 
Freedom’s Journal Magazine’s goal to encourage 
its readers, as Tolson challenged and encouraged 
his up-and-coming debate team, to “find, take 
back and keep your righteous minds.” There is too 
much at stake to allow the manipulative intentions 
of those who fabricate the Willie Lynch speech to 
continue to hijack the minds of unsuspecting 
people, both Black and White. Jesus, while 
addressing a crowd, asserts that those who follow 
Him will never walk in darkness and then goes on 
to explain that for those who really knew Him, the 
“truth would set them free” (John 8:32). My 
prayer is that we’d all be truth seekers rejecting 
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the lies perpetuated to enslave our minds— “keep 
the body and take [back] the mind.” 
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Chapter 2: The Politics of 
Racial Grievance 

  

W ith the historic election of the first 
Black president, one might reasonably 
imagine that the politics of racial 

grievance would by now be a thing of the past. 
But think again, the tactic of “race-baiting” and 
fear-mongering, which have been around for 
years, don’t appear to be going away any time 
soon—especially if you count the fiery rhetoric of 
the Congressional Black Caucus members and 
other Black liberals as any indication.  
  
First, let me define “the politics of racial 
grievance” by quoting one of the first to identify 
and articulate it for what it really is. He said,  
  

“There is a class of colored people who make 
a business of keeping the troubles, the 
wrongs, and the hardships of the Negro race 
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before the public. Having learned that they 
are able to make a living out of their troubles, 
they have grown into the settled habit of 
advertising their wrongs-partly because they 
want sympathy and partly because it pays. 
Some of these people do not want the Negro 
to lose his grievances, because they do not 
want to lose their jobs.”  

  
This quote is from Booker T. Washington in the 
early 20th century. As early as the 1900s, some 
Blacks were using the grievances of the Black 
community not to improve their plight but to 
make a living propagating and agitating 
discontent among the masses. Today, we would 
call these “race hustlers”. The goal is to 
discourage Black people from using their minds to 
think for themselves. The strategy employed by 
the race hustler is to rehearse past atrocities, thus 
stirring and igniting emotions. Once the emotions 
are stirred up, there is little critical thinking or 
discernment about the real issues. Facts don’t 
matter much when people are emotional. The race 
hustler then associates the atrocity with a 
particular individual or group of individuals, such 
as the Tea Party with lynching and Jim Crow--and 
you have an emotionally negative reaction every 
time the Tea Party is mentioned, regardless of the 
facts. 
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The facts are that Democrats originated Jim Crow, 
the KKK, and Black Codes. Bull Connor was a 
Democrat. This has nothing to do with the 
political unrest fundamental to the Tea Party 
movement. But who cares about facts? 
  
The real argument is about the role of 
government, which has been argued before, 
during, and after our country's founding. Our 
Constitution puts limits on what the Federal 
government can do, to the chagrin of most 
liberals, regardless of color. Liberals want to “fix” 
societal ills by employing government programs. 
Conservatives want the government to get out of 
the way and let society “fix” itself through the 
free market and the private sector. Historically, 
hospitals, schools, colleges, welfare, and charity 
were all promoted via religious groups and private 
corporations. Today, the federal government has 
been using taxes to redistribute wealth to those 
less fortunate. Tea Party supporters believe, 
among other things, that “help” for the poor is a 
noble goal but that the Federal government is the 
wrong tool. When the government attempts to 
“legislate” charity (taxes), it is no longer charity. 
Charity is voluntary. Taxes are not. Real charity 
allows individuals to give to the organization of 
their choice freely. Taxes, on the other hand, are 
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spent by the politicians for their political 
purposes. 
  
But let’s go back to the politics of racial grievance 
and the notion that some members of the Black 
Liberal elite refuse to debate the merit of their 
ideas or that of the President, as they race bait or 
play the race card. They don’t have to explain 
lynching, Jim Crow, or Black codes. However, if 
they stuck to the issues at hand, they would have 
to explain why Black unemployment was over 
16% under President Obama while it was only 9% 
under Bush. As a matter of fact, Bush’s 
unemployment rate for Blacks was lower than 
Clinton’s 10%. Unfortunately, the current 
unemployment rate for Black teens is over 40%; 
for White teens, it’s 25%. But let’s not be 
confused by the facts. It is easier to call people 
racist than argue for more government when the 
government is in heavy debt and the programs 
you’ve been pushing are not working, especially 
for your Black constituents. Yeah, tell them it is 
the Tea Party’s fault! 
  
The politics of racial grievance are also used to 
promote white guilt. Racial grievance keeps 
Whites on the hook, if you will. It continues to 
blame White people for the effects of slavery, Jim 
Crow, and every vestige of racial discrimination 
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from the beginning of time. It doesn’t matter 
whether their claims are legitimate or that times 
have changed. Those who propagate racial 
grievance ignore the strides that have been made 
in the area of integration. They ignore the fact that 
there are more black millionaires in sports, 
entertainment, holding political office, or running 
their own companies. The election of the first 
black president doesn't change the mantra that 
“we still have a long way to go.” The race hustlers 
know they can get white liberals and some white 
conservatives to capitulate to their demands when 
they play the race card. 
  
As Booker T. Washington once said, “Those who 
make a business of keeping the troubles, the 
wrongs, and the hardships of the Negro race 
before the public do so not to fix those problems 
but to ensure their livelihood—it pays.” They 
have learned that they can make money by 
manipulating people into believing that other 
groups of people are racist. This is incredulous. 
Forget the fact that Blacks, Whites, Hispanics, 
l iberals , independents , and even some 
conservatives voted the first Black President into 
office.  
  
But, again, facts don’t matter. America is full of 
racists, regardless of the facts. But if the majority 
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of Blacks were to tune out the race baiters and 
examine the political arguments for themselves, 
the Congressional Black Caucus, Al Sharpton, 
Jesse Jackson Sr., and others would be the next 
people unemployed instead of our sons, 
daughters, and other family members. 
  
One case in point: the “jobs” the administration 
has been discussing in building infrastructure 
(roads and bridges) are not for regular folks. They 
are construction jobs that will go to union 
workers. How many brothers in the hood are 
union workers? How many brothers do you think 
will be hired to work these jobs? But it is the Tea 
Party people who are stopping the President’s 
plans to create more jobs and bring prosperity to 
Black America.  
  
The politics of racial grievance has been 
devastating to the Black community because it 
does not address legitimate issues in search of real 
solutions.  We lead in all the areas of social 
maladies. We lead in crime, dropout rates, 
abortion, imprisonment, illegitimacy, and the list 
goes on. The race hustlers are not interested in 
fixing these problems because they’d have 
nothing to complain about. They’d lose their 
ability to make themselves relevant and part of the 

22



Urban Legends
political dialogue with solutions to the “racial 
problems in America.” 
  
So, someone tell me what is the Black community 
getting from the Liberal elite and the first Black 
President besides the race card? You can’t buy 
food with it. You can’t buy a house. It won’t get 
you hired. The definition of insanity is doing the 
same thing repeatedly and expecting different 
results. I say it is time to stop the insanity and call 
on the President and the CBC to stop the rhetoric 
and lay out a plan so that we can argue the merits 
of the plan and not play race politics. The Black 
community deserves better. America deserves 
better. 
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Chapter 3: Black History and 
the US Constitution 
  
If you would understand anything, observe its 
beginning and its development. 
Aristotle. 
  
If the past has been an obstacle and a burden, 
knowledge of the past is the safest and the surest 
emancipation. 
Lord Acton 
  

T here are many among us (both Blacks and 
Whites) who ascribe to the notion that there 
is no need for black history month. 

February (they say) should be about history period
—or, at the very least, American history. I might 
agree with that assessment if I truly believed that 
we (the African American community) understood 
and embraced our history.  But as it stands, there 
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still seems to be a number of “urban legends” 
concerning not only the founding of our country 
but, in particular, our nation’s founding document
—the US Constitution. 

A few years ago, Tavis Smiley (author and talk 
show host) held what he called the “Black 
Agenda-We Count Summit.” One of those “urban 
legends,” which seemed to be perpetuated 
throughout the discussion, arose from the 
comments of Michael Eric Dyson and Cornel 
West, who both, in turn, systematically dismissed 
the Constitution as a pro-slavery and patriarchal 
document. Consequently, any hopes I may have 
had for arguments based on constitutional 
legitimacy were quickly dashed as their 
conversation took on a familiar tune in a matter of 
a few words.  
  
Had I taken part in the panel discussion, I would 
have reminded these scholars that the esteemed 
Frederick Douglass (whose name was mentioned 
as a historical backdrop to this discussion) would 
have certainly disagreed with their assessment. 
Douglass initially viewed the Constitution as a 
pro-slavery document but later changed his mind. 
He said of the preamble: “Its language is "we the 
people"; not we the white people, not even we the 
citizens, not we the privileged class, not we the 

25

http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=1106
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=1106


Urban Legends
high, not we the low, but we the people; not we the 
horses, sheep, and swine, and wheel-barrows, but 
we the people; and if Negroes are people, they are 
included in the benefits for which the Constitution 
of the United States of America was ordained and 
established.” (The Constitution of the United 
States: Is it Pro-Slavery or Anti-Slavery?, Life and 
Writings of Frederick Douglass, Vol. 2, 473.)   
  
As a matter of fact, with respect to the three-fifths 
clause, Douglass realized that it hurt the South 
regarding state representation. Freed blacks in the 
North were counted as full persons, while those in 
the South, bound in chattel servitude, were only 
counted as three-fifths a person. Hence, it was in 
the Southern States’ best interest to free their 
slaves than to keep them in servitude.  
  
Here is Douglass in his own words: 

“A black man in a free State is worth just 
two-fifths more than a black man in a slave 
State, as a basis of political power under the 
Consti tut ion. Therefore, instead of 
encouraging slavery, the Constitution 
encourages freedom by giving an increase of 
"two-fifths" of political power to free over 
slave States. So much for the three-fifths 
clause; taking it at its worst, it still leans to 
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freedom, not slavery; for, be it remembered 
that the Constitution nowhere forbids a 
coloured man to vote.”  

  
Recently, Roland Martin of the TV One news 
p r o g r a m “ Wa s h i n g t o n Wa t c h ” c h i d e d 
Congresswoman Michelle Bachman because she 
said that the framers of the Constitution did all 
they could to discourage slavery. Martin retorted 
that many of the framers owned slaves; therefore, 
they had no incentive to want to get rid of slavery. 
He then responded by calling Congresswoman 
Bachman to read up on American history. 
Unfortunately, it is not Bachman who needs the 
history lesson. The fact that a person owned a 
slave did not mean they were pro-slavery. If you 
follow Martin’s reasoning, then Blacks who 
owned slaves were pro-slavery also. There could 
be many reasons for people owning slaves, 
ranging from reuniting families (Hosea 3:2), 
protection from ruthless slave owners, and 
needing hired help, where slaves were treated 
more like employees than like slaves. Lastly, 
many of the founding fathers inherited slaves 
from their parents, and thus, until manumission 
was acceptable or their future could be secured, 
they kept slaves on their plantations. 
  

27



Urban Legends
What is even more telling is what happened once 
the fledgling new country extricated itself from 
the tyranny of the British, who brought slavery to 
the new world. According to one historian,  

“It was the policy of Great Britain to foster and 
encourage the African slave trade into the colonies; 
they steadily rejected every colonial restriction on 
the traffic; the governors were instructed, on pain 
of removal, not to give even temporary assent to 
such laws. In 1712, Pennsylvania passed an act 
prohibiting the slave trade; Virginia passed a 
similar act in 1726, and South Carolina in 1760, 
but all these laws were annulled by the crown. 
Massachusetts, in 1771 and 1774, passed 
prohibitory laws, but the governor decided to 
oppose them. The Earl of Dartmouth stated "that 
the colonies were not allowed to check or 
discourage in any degree a traffic so beneficial to 
the nation.”    3

So you ask, “What did the Northern states do once 
they were freed from British rule”? 
  
If you read the post-revolutionary war history, you 
find that the northern states began to free their 
s laves. During the Revolut ionary War, 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire each 

 Green B. Raum, History of Illinois Republicanism, (Chicago: 3

Rollins Publishing Co., 1900), p. 6 
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emancipated their slaves by the Bill of Rights 
added to their constitution. In 1784, Rhode Island 
enacted “that all children born to slaves would be 
free after that date.”  In 1780, Pennsylvania 4

adopted a system of gradual emancipation. New 
York, in 1799, passed a law, declaring children 
born after that date should be free. All the 
Northern States eventually abolished slavery sixty 
years before the Emancipation Proclamation. 
(New York state freed their slaves in 1827.) 
   
Thus, the abolishment of slavery in the Northern 
States exposes yet another “urban legend.”  It has 
been said that Lincoln only freed the slaves in the 
South despite his personal feelings of not really 
wanting to free them. The speeches concerning 
Lincoln’s opinion of the slave trade are well 
documented. He opposed slavery. He did not free 
the slaves in the North because there were no 
slaves to free. The Northern states took the 
initiative as sovereign states and freed their 
slaves. I believe Lincoln hoped the Southern 
states would do the same. He did not want to use 
federal power to force compliance but knew that 
“a house divide could not stand.” This would later 
reignite the argument that began with the framers 

 Ibid., p. 94
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about Federal authority vs. state’s rights, a debate 
that still rages today. 
  
The Emancipation Proclamation only freed slaves 
in states that had seceded from the Union and 
been overrun by the Union armies. The slaves 
were considered property by the South and, as 
such, were considered contraband, which the 
North could emancipate. Thus, Lincoln’s decree, 
or executive order, only had legal standing in 
those states that left the Union. (The movie 
Lincoln illustrates how tenuous his decree was 
and the need to pass the Thirteenth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution abolishing Slavery once and 
for all.) 
  
At issue is a genuine understanding of our black 
history in light of our US Constitution. The 
problem remains that far too many people are 
tuned in to those “Social Justice Warriors” who 
reject the very document that helped secure our 
liberties both as descendants of former slaves and 
as American citizens. It is this document that has 
made America the greatest nation on earth. 
Making that truth our own about the role the 
Constitution played in our past (and present) 
freedoms frees us to pursue the future our nation’s 
founders had in mind.  As C. K. Chesterton said, 
[w]e can be almost certain of being wrong about 
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the future, if we are wrong about the past. 

Black History Month should be about correcting 
the false or inaccurate depictions of the past by 
those who would use our past for political gains. 
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Chapter 4: The Dixiecrats and 
the GOP 

  

Over the years, there has been a concerted 
effort, on behalf of many, to rewrite 
political history, especially regarding the 

Democrat Party. These rewrites, half-truths, or 
urban legends misrepresent historical facts; and, 
unfortunately, have led astray countless numbers 
of people through politically charged falsehoods. 
One such legend, which seeks to rewrite history, 
is that of the Dixiecrats. As the legend goes, those 
Dixiecrats who broke from the Democrat party in 
1948 all joined the Republican Party (see the 
articles by Roland Martin and Clarence Page).  5

  

 The articles by Martin and Page are no longer accessible 5

from the links I originally used.
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According to Page’s reconstruction of history, 

Goldwater voted against the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act, and it took moderate Republicans, led by 
Everett Dirksen, to ensure that the act became law 
ove r t he obs t ruc t ion o f t he Sou the rn 
segregationists. Page fails to mention that 
Goldwater and other conservatives supported the 
1957 and 1960 Civil Rights Acts. He then goes on 
to say, “…many of those same conservative 
southern Democrats turned Republican. They 
helped form the core of the historic "Southern 
strategy," using racial resentments and states' 
rights arguments to rebuild the conservative 
movement after Goldwater's resounding defeat.” 
Unfortunately for Page, the historical record and 
pure logic don’t bear out this assumption. 

  
The Dixiecrats 

  
During the Philadelphia nominating convention 

of the Democrat Party in 1948, a number of 
disgruntled southern segregationist Democrats 
stormed out in protest. They were upset about 
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planks in the new platform that supported Civil 
Rights. [1]  6

  
They left to form a new Party called the State’s 

Rights Democratic Party, also known as the 
Dixiecrats. Although upset, segregationists like 
George Wallace and other loyalists did not bolt 
from the party but instead supported another 
candidate against Harry Truman. According to 
Kari Frederickson, the goal for the Dixiecrats, 

“was to win the 127 electoral-college votes of the 
southern states, which would prevent either Republican 
Party nominee Thomas Dewy or Democrat Harry Truman 
from winning the 266 electoral votes necessary for 
election. Under this scenario, the contest would be 
decided by the House of Representatives, where southern 
states held 11 of the 48 votes, as each state would get 
only one vote if no candidate received a majority of 
electors' ballots. In a House election, Dixiecrats believed 
that southern Democrats would be able to deadlock the 
election until one of the parties had agreed to drop its 
civil rights plank.”   7

  

 See Democrat Party Platform: http://6

www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?
pid=29599#axzz1b4XiqKeL

 http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?7

id=h-1477
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Notably, this stated aim is apparent in the third 

plank of the Dixiecrat’s platform, which states,  

“We stand for social and economic justice, 
which, we believe can be guaranteed to all 
citizens only by strict adherence to our 
Constitution and the avoidance of any 
invasion or destruction of the constitutional 
rights of the states and individuals. We 
oppose the total i tar ian, central ized 
bureaucratic government and the police 
nation called for by the platforms adopted by 
t h e D e m o c r a t i c a n d R e p u b l i c a n 
Conventions.”   8

  
What is even more telling and speaks directly to 

the incredulous nature of this urban legend is the 
fact that the Dixiecrats rejected the Civil rights 
platforms of not one but both parties. Republicans 
have always supported civil rights since their 
inception (see GOP party platform here). What 
was new is that the Democrats, led by Harry 
Truman, were publicly taking a stand for Civil 
rights (see Democrat Party Platform here). 

 Read more at the American Presidency Project: 8

www.presidency.ucsb.edu http://
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?
pid=2585#ixzz1b5UtKNCZ
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According to the Dixiecrats, the ‘totalitarian, 
centralized bureaucratic government” was the 
federal government’s enforcement of the 14th and 
15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. With 
both parties now standing for Civil rights, the 
segregationists had no party to go to. Thus, they 
started their own with the idea of causing a 
stalemate, which they hoped to break once both 
parties relinquished their pro-civil rights planks. 
 
Which way did they go? 

  
The strategy of the State’s Rights Democratic 

Party failed. Truman was elected, and civil rights 
moved forward with support from both 
Republicans and Democrats. This begs an answer 
to the question: Where did the Dixiecrats go? 
Contrary to legend, it makes no sense for them to 
join the Republican Party, whose history is replete 
with civil rights achievements. The answer is that 
they returned to the Democrat party and rejoined 
others such as George Wallace, Orval Faubus, 
Lester Maddox, and Ross Barnett. Interestingly, of 
the 26 known Dixiecrats (5 governors and 21 
senators), only three became Republicans: Strom 
Thurmond, Jesse Helms, and Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 
The segregationists in the Senate, on the other 
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hand, would return to their party and fight against 
the Civil Rights Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964. 
Republican President Dwight Eisenhower 
proffered the first two Acts. 

  
Eventually, politics in the South began to 

change. The stranglehold that white segregationist 
democrats once held over the South began to 
crumble. The “old guard” gave way to a new 
generation of politicians. The Republican Party 
saw an opportunity to make inroads into the 
southern states, appealing to southern voters. 
However, this Southern strategy did not appeal to 
segregationists but to the new political realities 
emerging in the South. 

  
Conservatives vs. Segregationists 

  
Despite this and other overwhelming evidence 

to the contrary, these same “revisionists” would 
have you believe that conservatives and 
segregationists are synonymous. This could not be 
further from the truth. Conservatives today are 
what were once called “classical liberals,” which 
Barry Goldwater clearly was. It should be noted 
here that although in his later years, Goldwater 
sounded more like a Libertarian, “classical 
liberals” believe, among other things, in liberty to 
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reach one's fullest potential, own property, start a 
business, vote, and worship without the assistance 
or interference of the Federal Government.  FJI 9

has dubbed these the R.I.S.E. principles, which 
stands for Responsible government, Individual 
liberty and fidelity, Strong family values, and 
Economic Empowermen t (See R . I .S .E 
principles).   

  
As a matter of historical record, conservatives 

(classical liberals) have always taken seriously the 
US Constitution’s limiting of the scope and reach 
of government. This includes the very nature and 
letter of the Bill of Rights, especially the Tenth 
Amendment.  

  
For example, conservative ideology differs from 

the segregationists in that segregationists used the 
tenth amendment to nullify the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Amendments, as well as the Declaration 
of Independence.  An often misrepresented fact is 10

 Under the rubric of “conservative,” some have identified 9

other subgroups, such as fiscal, social, and national 
security conservatives.

 Republicans passed and helped ratify the Constitution's 10

13th, 14th, and 15th amendments. The 13th Amendment 
abolished slavery.
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that Dixiecrats, not Republicans, tried to exalt 
states’ rights over the rights guaranteed to African 
Americans, challenging the merits of the 14th 
Amendment section one, which states: “All 
persons born or naturalized in the United States, 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens 
of the United States and of the State wherein they 
reside. No State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities 
of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State 
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal protection 
of the laws.” This amendment granted former 
slaves full citizenship and equal protection under 
the law, which segregationists tried to deny 
Blacks through black codes, Jim Crow, lynching, 
and/or a rigged jury. 

  
Additionally, the 15th Amendment gave African 

Americans the right to vote. It states in Section 1. 
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude. Section 2. The 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.” Segregationists denied 
this right through poll taxes and intimidation (the 
KKK). 
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The truth is that “true” conservatives would 

(did) not agree with the segregationist 
interpretation of the Constitution, especially that 
of the Tenth Amendment. Past and present 
Conservatives believe in responsible or limited 
government, but certainly not at the expense of 
turning the Constitution on its head to do so. 
Conservatives hold that the Constitution limits the 
Federal government to the enumerated powers 
explicit in the document, and therefore, the Fed 
has no power when it tries to move past its 
constitutional restraints. All other powers belong 
to the states and the people. The bottom line is 
that a person advocating for states’ rights should 
be able to do so without being labeled 
segregationist. For conservatives, “the rights of 
the people” include all races, creeds, ethnicities, 
and colors—all U.S. citizens. 

  
Conclusion 

  
While the notion that Dixiecrats all became 

Republicans is nothing more than another in a line 
of dubious urban legends, it’s clear that for 
generations, its stories have been told (and retold) 
to manipulate and discourage Blacks from 
considering the Republican Party and, or more 
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importantly, the tenets of conservative ideas. 
Unfortunately, the references made to States’ 
Rights commonly attributed to conservative 
ideology are still being widely used to link 
conservatives with segregationists. This, too, is 
nothing more than an urban legend. Sadly, these 
live on to smear and misrepresent not only our 
history but also the character and reputation of 
men and women of principle.  

Addendum 

The 1948 Presidential platforms with 
regards to race	

 	
Below are the planks in the platform of  the 
Democrat and Republican parties that refer to 
race relations in the USA. It is clear from these 
planks that racial discrimination is no longer a 
viable part of  the Democrat platform and has 
never been a part of  the Republican platform.	
Democrats:	

The Democratic Party is responsible for the great 
civil rights gains made in recent years in 
eliminating unfair and illegal discrimination based 
on race, creed, or color.	
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The Democratic Party commits itself  to 
continuing its efforts to eradicate all racial, 
religious and economic discrimination.	
 	
We again state our belief  that racial and religious 
minorities must have the right to live, the right to 
work, the right to vote, the full and equal 
protection of  the laws, on a basis of  equality with 
all citizens as guaranteed by the Constitution.	
 	
We highly commend President Harry S. Truman 
for his courageous stand on the issue of  civil 
rights.	
 	
We call upon the Congress to support our 
President in guaranteeing these basic and 
fundamental American Principles: (1) the right of  
full and equal political participation; (2) the right 
to equal opportunity of  employment; (3) the right 
of  security of  person; (4) and the right of  equal 
treatment in the service and defense of  our 
nation. 

Republicans:	

Lynching or any other form of  mob violence 
anywhere is a disgrace to any civilized state, and 
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we favor the prompt enactment of  legislation to 
end this infamy. 

One of  the basic principles of  this Republic is the 
equality of  all individuals in their right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of  happiness. This 
principle is enunciated in the Declaration of  
Independence and embodied in the Constitution 
of  the United States; it was vindicated on the field 
of  battle and became the cornerstone of  this 
Republic. This right of  equal opportunity to work 
and to advance in life should never be limited in 
any individual because of  race, religion, color, or 
country of  origin. We favor the enactment and 
just enforcement of  such Federal legislation as 
may be necessary to maintain this right at all times 
in every part of  this Republic. 

We favor the abolition of  the poll tax as a requisite 
to voting. 

We are opposed to the idea of  racial segregation 
in the armed services of  the United States. 

The Dixiecrats: 

We oppose all efforts to invade or destroy the 
rights guaranteed by it to every citizen of  this 
republic. 
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We stand for social and economic justice, which, 
we believe can be guaranteed to all citizens only 
by a strict adherence to our Constitution and by a 
strict adherence to our Constitution and 
avoidance of  any invasion or destruction of  the 
constitutional rights of  states and individuals. We 
oppose the totalitarian, centralized bureaucratic 
government and the police nation called for by the 
platforms adopted by the Democratic and 
Republican Conventions. 
 
We stand for the segregation of  the races and the 
racial integrity of  each race; the constitutional 
right to choose one's associates; to accept private 
employment without governmental interference, 
and to earn one's living in any lawful way. We 
oppose the elimination of  segregation, the repeal 
of  miscegenation statutes, the control of  private 
employment by Federal bureaucrats called for by 
the misnamed civil rights program. We favor 
home rule, local self-government and a minimum 
interference with individual rights. 
 
We oppose and condemn the action of  the 
Democratic Convention in sponsoring a civil 
rights program calling for the elimination of  
segregation, social equality by Federal fiat, 
regulations of  private employment practices, 
voting and local law enforcement. 
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We affirm that the effective enforcement of  such a 
program would be utterly destructive of  the social, 
economic and political life of  the Southern 
people, and of  other localities in which there may 
be differences in race, creed, or national origin in 
appreciable numbers. 
 
We stand for the check and balances provided by 
the three departments of  our government. We 
oppose the usurpation of  legislative functions by 
the executive and judicial departments. We 
unreservedly condemn the effort to establish in the 
United States a police nation that would destroy 
the last vestige of  liberty enjoyed by a citizen. 
 
We demand that there be returned to the people 
to whom of  right they belong, those powers 
needed for the preservation of  human rights and 
the discharge of  our responsibility as democrats 
for human welfare. We oppose a denial of  those 
by political parties, a barter or sale of  those rights 
by a political convention, as well as any invasion 
or violation of  those rights by the Federal 
Government. We call upon all Democrats and 
upon all other loyal Americans who are opposed 
to totalitarianism at home and abroad to unite 
with us in unanimously defeating Harry S. 
Truman, Thomas E. Dewey and every other 
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candidate for public office who would establish a 
Police Nation in the United States of  America. 
 
We, therefore, urge that this Convention endorse 
the candidacies of  J. Strom Thurmond and 
Fielding H. Wright for the President and Vice 
President, respectively, of  the United States of  
America. 
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Chapter 5: The Southern 
Strategy 

  

I f one were to search the internet with the 
phrase “Southern strategy,” one would find 
that it has become common knowledge in 

the Black community as well as the mainstream 
media that the GOP, starting with Richard Nixon, 
had a strategy to win southern states by appealing 
to the anti-civil rights sentiment of the southern 
whites.  This strategy was used to win the 
affection of disaffected white racists with an 
appeal to “states’ rights.” One can find apologies 
from former RNC chairman Ken Mehlman and an 
acknowledgment that there was a strategy that 
alienated Blacks by Michael Steele. As well 
accepted as this version of the “Southern strategy” 
is, I am not sure it holds water when fully 
scrutinized. 

  
In more recent articles, I talked about the 

Dixiecrat movement in 1948. The aim was to 
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force both parties to reject their civil rights 
platforms. Unfortunately for the segregationist, 
but fortunately for the rest of us, neither the GOP 
nor the Democrats capitulated. Civil rights 
continued to move forward under Truman and 
Eisenhower. The vice president during the 
Eisenhower administration was Richard Nixon, 
who helped push forward the civil rights 
legislation proffered by Eisenhower in 1957 and 
1960.  

  
In 1960, the Republican Party platform included 

a plank on civil rights with six items clearly 
demarcated: voting, public schools, employment, 
housing, public facilities and services, and 
legislative procedure.  The Republican Party and 11

Presidential candidate Richard Nixon ran on a 
pro-civil rights agenda. There is no indication of 
the GOP deviating from its pro-civil rights agenda 
since the party’s conception. Some may argue that 
in 1968, civil rights were no longer demarcated in 

 Republican Party Platforms: "Republican Party Platform 11

of 1960," July 25, 1960. Online by Gerhard Peters and John 
T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=25839.

48

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=25839
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=25839


Urban Legends
the GOP platform,  which would prove a turn 12

away from Civil rights. Unfortunately, the 
evidence is not there for those who hold this view. 
The Civil Rights Act is now law, and so is the 
Voting Rights Act. There is no need to detail what 
these laws now address. Republicans would focus 
on other issues as demarcated in their 1968 
platform: crises of the cities, crime, youth, 
education, human development, Jobs, the poor, 
health, etc. Within these categories, they’d address 
discrimination but no longer needed a category 
specifically for civil rights. 

  
The Democratic platform would mention many 

of the same issues with different rubrics and 
different ways of addressing society’s ills.  From 13

here on out, the major fights between the 
Democrats and Republicans would not be over 
civil rights but the function of government in our 
society. Not that the role of government wasn’t 

 Republican Party Platforms: "Republican Party Platform 12

of 1968," August 5, 1968. Online by Gerhard Peters and John 
T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=25841

 Democratic Party Platforms: "Democratic Party Platform 13

of 1968," August 26, 1968. Online by Gerhard Peters and 
John T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=29604.
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always a point of departure for the political 
parties; it has been at the core of political debate 
since the writing of the Constitution. However, 
there was no longer a question about whether 
racial equality should exist but what the 
government’s role should be in making it or 
helping it come to fruition and address other 
issues facing the nation. 

  
With this backdrop, it is hard to imagine the 

GOP changing its focus from being pro-civil 
rights, which it had supported for almost a 
hundred years, to attract or even think it could 
attract segregationists to the party. What reason 
could there be to jeopardize its brand? 
Segregationists were a dying political breed. The 
ill-fated run of George Wallace as a candidate for 
president for the American Independence Party in 
1968 ensured two things: 1) segregation was 
dying out, never to wield political power on a 
national level; 2) States’ rights would return to the 
original intent of the framers of the Constitution. 
George Wallace wanted to rescind the Civil Rights 
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Act.  He felt it was a misuse of Federal powers 14

that states had the right to self-determination, 
even if it meant discriminating against others. 
Wallace misunderstood the Tenth Amendment to 
the Constitution. The Tenth Amendment did not 
nullify the 14th and 15th Amendments. 

  
Therefore, the “Southern Strategy” could not 

possibly be an attempt to attract anti-civil rights 
people to the GOP or “States Rights” 
segregationists to the party of Lincoln. George 
Wallace would have garnered those votes, which 
would have been an about-face for the GOP. Pat 
Buchanan, co-architect of the Nixon strategy, says 
that “Richard Nixon kicked off his historic 
comeback in 1966 with a column on the South (by 
this writer) that declared we would build our 
Republican Party on a foundation of states rights, 
human rights, small government and a strong 
national defense, and leave it to the ‘party of 
Maddox, Mahoney and Wallace to squeeze the 
last ounces of political juice out of the rotting fruit 

 Minor/Third Party Platforms: "American Independent 14

Party Platform of 1968," October 13, 1968. Online by 
Gerhard Peters and John T. Woolley, The American 
Presidency Project. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?
pid=29570.
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of racial injustice.’  Buchanan states that the 15

1968 campaign began with Nixon at 43%, 
Humphrey at 29%, and Wallace at 22%. Toward 
the end of the campaign, Nixon and Humphrey 
were 42%, and Wallace was 13%. Wallace had 
lost 9% of his support to Humphrey, not to Nixon. 
Ultimately, Nixon carried Virginia, Tennessee, 
Florida, and North and South Carolina. Humphrey 
carried Texas. Wallace carried Georgia, Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas. The strong 
segregationist states went with Wallace. Nixon 
was able to put certain southern states in play for 
the GOP, but it was not because of appeals to 
racism but to new economic issues and a new 
political class rising in the South.  16

  

 Patrick J. Buchanan “The Neocons and Nixon's Southern 15

Strategy” is not available online, but here is another article 
by Buchanan. https://townhall.com/columnists/
patbuchanan/2014/07/03/nixons-southern-strategy-and-a-
liberal-big-lie-n1858667

 See The End of Southern Exceptionalism,” Richard 16

Johnston of the University of Pennsylvania and Byron 
Shafer of the University of Wisconsin argue that the shift in 
the South from Democratic to Republican was 
overwhelmingly a question not of race but of economic 
growth.
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Many would have us believe that from Nixon 

forward, the South (which, according to them, is 
statically racist) would support the Republican 
agenda because the GOP as a party is racist. 
Again, the evidence does not support the 
conclusion. In 1976, Jimmy Carter swept the 
southern states, including all the former Dixiecrat 
states. In 1992 and 1996, Bill Clinton would split 
the southern vote with his opponents.  This says 
more about the candidates and policies of the 
parties than it does about their stances on race 
relations. 

After the trouncing of Wallace in the 1968 
election, racial politics was left to Black and 
White liberals, painting the GOP as racist and 
rewriting the political history of the United States. 
They would spread urban legends to keep Blacks 
as a powerful voting block for the Democrat 
Party. This is not to say that there were never any 
racists in the GOP. I am sure there were and 
maybe still are, but history has proven that 
segregation, slavery, and Jim Crow were vestiges 
of the Democrat Party. Those who held to these 
ideals either died or changed their thinking. An 
example of this is that of George C. Wallace who 
later apologized for his stances on Civil rights. 
People can change for the better. Old hatreds 
eventually die, and a new generation and ideology 

53



Urban Legends
take their place. Racism is not relegated to the 
southern states, nor will it ever be totally 
eradicated. Racists now find themselves without a 
party to plead their cause, and if we are lucky, 
they never will again. 

  
To this date, every political campaign has a 

Southern strategy, an East Coast strategy, and a 
West Coast strategy. There are strategies for 
women and men, college-age voters, minorities, 
immigrants, businessmen, and women. One 
cannot assume that, therefore, there must be ill 
will or intent to win the vote of certain 
constituents. It is the nature of politics to steal 
away votes from a voting block that either has 
never heard your message or has never been asked 
for their support. Democrats know this and thus 
are afraid that Republicans will one day make 
inroads into the Black community and erode the 
90% voting block that supports their candidates. 
Thus, we expose the urban legends for what they 
are, hoping that knowledge will chase away 
ignorance and misinformation, equipping people 
to make decisions based on facts, not fables. 
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Chapter 6: Conservative vs. The 
Borg (Liberalism) 

  
T h e r o o t d iff e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e 
Conservatives and the Liberals of today is 
that Conservatives take account of the whole 
man, while the Liberals tend to look only at 
the material side of man's nature. The 
Conservative believes that man is, in part, an 
economic, an animal creature; but that he is 
also a spiritual creature with spiritual needs 
and spiritual desires. What is more, these 
needs, and desires reflect the superior side of 
man's nature, and thus take precedence over 
his economic wants. Conservatism therefore 
looks upon the enhancement of man's 
spiritual nature as the primary concern of 
political philosophy. Liberals, on the other 
hand, -- in the name of a concern for "human 
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beings" -- regard the satisfaction of economic 
wants as the dominant mission, of society. 
They are, moreover, in a hurry. So that their 
characteristic approach is to harness the 
society's political and economic forces into a 
collective effort to compel "progress." In this 
approach, I believe they fight against Nature. 

 17

  

T his description of liberal ideology can be 
illustrated in the science fiction depiction 
of the Borg. The Star Trek nemesis of the 

starship enterprise was a society of half-human, 
half-machine beings with no individual identity. 
They only saw themselves as part of the 
collective. Gone were any individualistic ideas, 
hopes, aspirations, or achievements. Gone was 
any ethnic or cultural distinctiveness. They were 
all part of the collective. They were men and 
women without souls. Joining this collective was 
not optional, as they always proclaimed, 
“Resistance is futile.” When you really listen to 
the proposals of the liberal democrats, you can 
hear that same mantra in the distant background. 
Forced universal health care, more taxation, free 

 Barry Goldwater, The Conscience of a Conservative, 17

(Shepherdsville: Victor Publishing Co, 1960) p. 2-3
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college, and redistribution of wealth are 
synonymous with the collectivism of the Borg.  
  
Conservative ideology espoused by Goldwater 
understood the nature of man as both spiritual and 
material. He understood that Man's individual 
achievements give meaning, purpose, and material 
comfort to society, not the other way around. 
Goldwater based his ideology on the following 
principles.  
  
First, each human being is a “unique creature,” 
possessing a mortal body and an immortal soul. 
Goldwater argued that the mortal soul established 
the differences between every other human being. 
Therefore, each human being has different 
potential and must be seen with respect to their 
own unique abilities. This respect for the 
individual and the desire for individual freedom 
are suffocated in the collectivist ideology of 
liberals. No one can reach their fullest potential 
unless they are totally free to do so. Milton 
Friedman and Goldwater would agree that 
individual freedoms ultimately benefit society and 
the individual, not the collective will of society. 
  
Second, the conservative understands that “the 
economic and spiritual aspects of a man’s nature 
are inextricably intertwined.” Man’s status of 
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economic health is based on his political freedom. 
Mankind will never experience economic freedom 
as wards of the state. Free people require limited 
government to be productive to their fullest 
potential. Government control stifles creativity 
and asphyxiates industry. 
  
Thirdly, “Man’s development, in both spiritual 
and material aspects, is not something that can be 
directed by outside forces.”  Each individual is 
responsible for his/her actions and their own 
development. We are responsible for the choices 
we make in life, good or bad. Society cannot be 
responsible for people's bad decisions, nor should 
we try to shield people from the consequences of 
those poor decisions.  
  
Intrinsic in these principles is that human beings 
are material and spiritual. One damages the spirit 
of Man if we ignore the spiritual and only focus 
on the material welfare of an individual. People 
learn by being free to make mistakes and grow 
from those mistakes. They are also encouraged by 
their successes. Hence, the axiom “give a man a 
fish, and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish, 
and he will eat for a lifetime.” 
  
Collectivist liberals underestimate the need for 
individuals to achieve on their own, to be 
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productive with their own hands, hearts, minds, or 
whatever skill sets they develop. They also 
underestimate the damage that government 
involvement can cause to the individual because 
they are no longer an individual but a number, a 
part of the collective, the Borg. Liberals want to 
maximize government in an attempt to force 
change based on their ideas. Conservatives want 
to maximize individual liberty and minimize 
government, believing that government impedes 
progress and freedom and that a free people will 
always outperform a governmentally controlled 
people, who are ultimately slaves of the state. 
Goldwater makes this clear when he says, “that 
the material and spiritual sides of man are 
intertwined; that it is impossible for the State to 
assume responsibility for one without intruding on 
the essential nature of the other; that if we take 
from a man the personal responsibility for caring 
for his material needs, we take from him also the 
will and the opportunity to be free.” (p. 70) The 
opportunity to be free implies the desire to stand 
on one’s own two feet. 
  
The poor are the ones who suffer the most from 
this problem. The welfare state takes away the 
freedom of the individual. It empowers the state 
when it over-taxes those not on welfare and then 
dictates to the recipients of the welfare what they 
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can and can not do with the “charity.” Goldwater 
warns that “it transforms the individual from a 
dignified, industrious, self-reliant spiritual being 
into a dependent animal creature without his 
knowing it.” It also breeds an attitude that the 
government owes the benefits it confers or that 
they are somehow entitled to such help. Thus, 
cultivating dependence at the sacrifice of freedom. 
  
Conservative ideology promotes freedom and 
rejects the collectivism of the Liberals. Though 
they may claim, “resistance is futile,” we retort in 
the words of Patrick Henry, “Is life so dear, or 
peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I 
know not what course others may take, but as for 
me, give me liberty or give me death!”  
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Chapter 7: A Government that 
“works?” 

“What the cynics fail to understand is that 
the ground has shifted beneath them — that 
the stale political arguments that have 
consumed us for so long no longer apply. The 
question we ask today is not whether our 
government is too big or too small, but 
whether it works — whether it helps families 
find jobs at a decent wage, care they can 
afford, a retirement that is dignified. Where 
the answer is yes, we intend to move 
forward. Where the answer is no, programs 
will end. Those of us who manage the 
public's dollars will be held to account — to 
spend wisely, reform bad habits, and do our 
business in the light of day — because only 
then can we restore the vital trust between a 
people and their government.” President 
Obama 
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In President Obama's inaugural speech, he 
mentioned that the "stale political arguments" 
regarding the size of government are obsolete. 

From his perspective, it's not the size of the 
government-- but whether the government 
"works" that really matters. If you are anything 
like me, a red flag immediately went off when he 
said this. How is government supposed to work? 
This i s the fundamental quest ion that 
distinguishes the two major parties from each 
other. 
  
Liberal Democrats believe government should be 
about securing certain desirable results through 
social engineering, such as affordable housing, 
living wages, universal healthcare, and racial 
quotas, to name a few. They believe it is the 
government's job to ensure that everyone has 
certain material comforts, even if these comforts 
come at the expense of others (taxes). 
  
On the other hand, conservative Republicans 
believe the Federal government must be limited to 
those things explicitly enumerated in the 
Constitution. Any attempt to manipulate results 
requires too much interference by the government 
in the everyday lives of ordinary people. To that 
end, the government's major role should be to 
keep order, protect us from enemies, foreign and 
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domestic, and ensure access to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 
  
Furthermore, Conservatives would argue that the 
process to acquire the necessities or comforts of 
life is just as important as the results themselves. 
They maintain that any attempt to manipulate 
results so that everyone is equal, at least for 
appearance’s sake, always comes with unintended 
consequences. Equality in the process is optimal, 
not equality in results. No one can guarantee 
results. In part because there are too many 
variables that make this idea untenable. 
  
Consequently, the government works for the 
conservative when the government is not trying to 
redistribute wealth via burdensome taxation. 
Government works when it allows the free market 
to determine the cost of goods, services, and labor. 
Government works when it encourages self-
sufficiency and promotes the work ethic among 
Citizens. Government works when charity is the 
prime responsibility of its citizenry, not the 
government. Government works when it promotes 
the rule of law. This is limited government at its 
best. 
  
For the liberal, government works when, 
according to President Obama, it helps families 
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find jobs at a decent wage, care they can afford, 
[and] a retirement that is dignified. While 
admirable, where in the Constitution is there a 
mandate like this of government? Or where is it 
written that any of these aforementioned 
objectives be the measure of whether government 
works?  
  
I say these things are best accomplished when the 
government focuses on what it is supposed to do 
and gets out of the people’s way. It is then that 
individuals, on their own, will find wages they 
can live on, care they can afford, and retirement 
that meets their needs.  We understand this to be 
the liberty to both succeed and fail. 
  
President Obama fails to mention that these 
arguments about big and small government are as 
old as civilization.  Thomas Jefferson once said, 
"The issue today is the same as it has been 
throughout all history: whether man shall be 
allowed to govern himself or be ruled by a small 
elite." 
  
If we believe history repeats itself, the evidence 
shows we should not depend on the government 
but be vigilant to ensure that the government does 
not grow so big that it believes the people should 
serve it rather than it serving the people. We have 
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been warned before, “that government big enough 
to give you everything you want is a government 
big enough to take from you everything you have.” 
(Gerald Ford?) Or as Ronald Reagan said, 
“Government's first duty is to protect the people, 
not run their lives.”  
  
It is clear that President Obama is only interested 
in bipartisanship when it agrees with his position. 
Government works when it gets out of our way. 
Mr. President, take this to heart. 
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Chapter 8: “Unto one of the 
least of these” 

N ot surprisingly, during the recent 
Saddleback interviews, Senator Obama 
gave us clear insight into his theology and 

worldview, which, if not vigilant, many may have 
missed. At one point, he mentioned that he “hoped 
his sins would be forgiven,” a clear indication he 
doesn’t quite understand Christ’ atoning once-for-
all sacrifice for the sins of the world. All we must 
do is “confess our sins, and He is faithful and just 
to forgive us” (I John 1:9). There is no need to 
“hope.” Our only requirement (as Believers) is to 
confess our sins. That’s it. If we have not yet 
trusted Christ to forgive our sins, we need only 
repent and believe that God raised Jesus from the 
dead and that His death was the substitution for all 
our sins. 
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But equally troubling was his quoting of Matthew 
25:40, where essentially Jesus commends the 
actions of those who give food, shelter, 
compassion, etc., to others in need, as things are 
done for Christ himself. I have two observations 
to make for clarity.  

First, Matthew 25:40 is not a government 
mandate. It was written to the Church, and by 
extension, its foundational principles support 
faith-based initiatives, which likely include 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and 
visiting those in prison. This isn’t the 
government’s job. It’s God’s mandate to the 
Church in response to our salvation by grace. 
  
Secondly, by quoting this verse, Obama further 
reveals a misuse of the text. Instead of pointing to 
the moral responsibility we have as believers to 
give to others because of what Christ has done for 
us, his explanation suggests that, as a nation, our 
obligation should be to “provide a ladder of 
opportunity” for those in need-- simply out of the 
abundance of our wealth. At its core, this is one of 
the teachings of Black Liberation Theology. One 
must help the poor and needy to please God and 
bring about salvation for the “rich” and the 
“poor.” It is all about redistributing wealth from 
the ‘haves to the have-nots’. Don’t get me wrong; 
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helping the poor is good when done correctly, but 
it will not save anyone. Good works are a 
byproduct of salvation-- not the means. Loving 
your neighbor, giving aid to the poor, visiting the 
sick and shut-in, etc., are not worked to gain favor 
from God but acts of obedience and goodwill 
because God loved us and forgave our sins 
through Christ’s sacrificial life, death, and 
resurrection. 
  
Christians who are tempted to support Barack 
because of a feeling that we aren’t doing enough 
to fight poverty, racism, sexism, etc., need to 
realize that the government cannot (and should 
not) do the work of the church. As a matter of 
fact, the government will, in almost every case, 
limit what can be done. Ironically, Barack implied 
that his brand of governing would not allow 
discrimination in hiring people who staff outreach 
or drug rehab programs if they received money 
from the government. However, there would 
probably be limits on proselytizing, which many 
strongly feel is the only way for drug addicts, 
murderers, and alcoholics to live transformed 
lives. The truth is God must do work inside before 
any real change in behavior takes place. 
Consequently, government can’t, won’t (and 
never will) be capable of doing that. Prisons don’t 
rehabilitate people; they just remove their threat 

69



Urban Legends
from society for a period (and in many instances, 
the criminal is worse off when he/she returns to 
society). 
  
Inevitably, Barack Obama’s worldview has been 
shaped by his 20 years under the teaching of Rev 
Wright and the theology of Dwight Hopkins, 
professor of theology at the University of 
Chicago. Theirs is a narrow view of the world that 
purports the resources of this planet as, somehow, 
limited. The rich gain their wealth by exploiting 
the poor, and in turn, restitution is needed to give 
back to those in need (justifiable through forced 
re-distribution if necessary). Salvation for the rich 
and the poor is in the sharing of wealth. 
According to some, salvation is based on an 
arbitrary notion that people are better off with 
more material goods and the ability to live a 
comfortable lifestyle. 
  
This is not the good news of God’s Word. The 
good news is that we were lost and separated from 
God through our sinful nature, but “God so loved 
us that He gave His Son” to take our punishment 
(John 3:16). Jesus willingly took our punishment 
(a punishment He did not deserve). So, faith in 
Christ (not faith in ‘faith’ itself) brings salvation. 
Recognizing and believing that Jesus, God’s only 
begotten Son, died on our behalf (so we wouldn’t 
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have to) is the gospel truth in a nutshell. Good 
works result from our new relationship with 
Christ, not how we are saved. Unfortunately, 
Black Liberation Theologians have incorrectly 
interpreted scripture, which means any worldview 
(i.e., Barack Obama’s) based on this faulty 
theology incorrectly represents the relationship 
between the rich vs. the poor. It also 
inappropriately assigns the task of redistribution 
of wealth as not only a mark of our salvation but 
also our duty.  
  
This ideology (usually formulated under the 
hidden agenda of ascribing higher taxes to the 
“rich”) mandates legislation that unjustly 
prescribes the rich paying more taxes than the rest 
of society. The single most important reason is 
that they have somehow exploited the poor and 
middle class in their accumulation of wealth, and 
therefore, it is only fair that they be made to give 
it up to support others who are less fortunate. 
Interestingly, the products and services we all 
enjoy (and choose to pay for) somehow exploit an 
entire ‘class’ of people. Manufacturing 
dishwashers, cars, boats, houses, etc., which all 
provide a living for many, is exploiting the masses 
because the owners (who invested their money, 
time, and labor) are becoming wealthy. I believe 
this is merely the byproduct of hard work and 
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good planning. But I digress. The theology that 
Barack has been taught over the last 20 years is, at 
best, the basis for socialism. This idea that the 
redistribution of wealth can earn salvation is not 
only unbiblical; it is dangerous and will only lead 
us down the road to a totalitarian state. 
  
Again, the admonition in Matthew 25 is to the 
Church, which is called to be God’s agent of love 
and grace in the world. We must “freely give” 
what we have to others for no other reason than 
the relationship with our God made possible 
through the death, burial, and resurrection of His 
Son, Jesus. The State could never fulfill this 
admonition--nor should it ever try. It is better that 
it gets out of the way of the Church and lets us do 
our job. We have fed more hungry people, clothed 
the needy, and visited more people in jail than the 
state could ever hope to-- and we do it more 
efficiently.   
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Chapter 9: Individual 
responsibility vs. the Welfare 
state: A biblical perspective 

Y ou might think the one place to find 
support for an ideological premise that we 
should “do well by our fellow man” would 

be the Bible. The truth is we’re supposed to help 
those in need-- right? 
  
And with a number of scriptures, including those 
calling upon us to help the poor, widowed, and 
orphaned, many willingly agree: those who are 
well off bear some responsibility to help those 
who are not. 
  
Coincidentally, these same scriptures often 
provide the grounds for government-imposed 
higher taxes to “feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and give shelter to the homeless.” It’s a model 
taken from Matthew 25:35-46 where Jesus says 
the “King” will reward those who care for the less 
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fortunate or the “least of these” and punish those 
who have not. This leads many to the conclusion 
that society must do its part, even if the coercive 
power of government is required to fulfill the 
mandate. 
  
Unfortunately, not only have they misread the 
admonition; but it’s also taken out of context. In 
fact, upon further study of this passage (Matthew 
chapters 24-25), we find Jesus’ teachings are more 
about personal responsibility and relationship with 
the King than coercion to help the poor.  
  
When will the End be? 

The disciples ask Jesus about the signs of his 
return and the end of the age beginning in 
Matthew 24:3. Jesus lists a host of events that 
must occur first, advising that the son of man will 
come into power (v. 30) and without warning (vv. 
32-41).  
  
The key to Chapters 24 and 25 is what Jesus says 
next in verses 42-44. The disciples are told to 
“keep a watch” and be “ready” because, as stated 
in earlier verses, “no one knows when the Lord 
will return.” What follows are parables about 
being ready for the return of Christ and a call for 
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its readers and hearers to be faithful in whatever 
task God has given them to do. 
  
Disciplined focus: (Matt. 24:45-51) 

The first parable, in the string of three, provides 
the lenses through which to view the other two. 
The wise servant is one who does what his master 
requires. He is faithful to the task that is given 
him. He is disciplined enough to stay focused on 
the task before him. The wicked servant shirks his 
responsibility, abuses the other servants, and 
associates with people of questionable character. 
He is undisciplined and lacks focus and character. 
The consequences of the wicked servant’s actions 
incurred judgment, while the faithful servant 
received promotion. Lack of discipline and moral 
judgment seals the fate of the wicked servant. 
  
Prepared for the opportunity: (Matt. 
25:1-13) 

Ten virgins await the bridegroom in this parable to 
let them into the wedding banquet. All of the 
virgins have oil lamps, but only five have enough 
to last the evening. The five virgins running out of 
oil (foolish virgins) ask to borrow some of the oil 
of the wise virgins. The response is a resounding 
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‘no’: they reply, “There may not be enough for 
both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil 
and buy some for yourselves.” There is no welfare 
here. The responsibility is on each individual 
virgin to be ready for the bridegroom’s return. 
Lack of preparation or planning assured a 
negative outcome. As the old adage says, “When 
preparation meets opportunity, you have success.” 
Five of the ten virgins were not prepared and 
missed their opportunity. 
  
Capitalize on the opportunity: (Matt. 
25:14-30)  

In the parable of the Talents (money), a master 
goes out of town but leaves three of his servants 
with various sums of money. Each is expected to 
do something with the talents he is given. The 
master does not give the money for them to waste 
it. He gives them money according to their 
“ability” or “capacity” for using it to make more 
(v. 15). The sums given allow us insight into 
which servant the master trusted the most. Clearly, 
the servant with 5 talents was perceived to have 
more capacity than the servant with 2 or 1 talent.  
  
This was not a charity or welfare program. They 
were each given an opportunity to perform 
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regardless of their capacity and regardless of the 
amount of money entrusted to their care. They 
were supposed to produce. Two of the servants 
doubled their respective amounts. The third buried 
his talent in the ground. 
  
As you can imagine, the two who successfully 
doubled their master’s investment were promoted 
and given greater responsibility. The one who hid 
it in the ground was punished, and his money was 
given to the servant with ten talents. Then, a very 
interesting statement is made in verse 29, “[f]or 
everyone who has will be given more, and he will 
have abundance. Whoever does not have, even 
what he has, will be taken from him.” While space 
won’t permit me to fully unpack this statement for 
this article, suffice it to say that those who see 
opportunity and use it wisely will always be 
rewarded. But those who, for whatever reason, do 
not nor will not seize the moment will be counted 
as a loss. This is not only an economic principle 
but one that applies to one’s spiritual development 
as well. 
  
The servant is called “useless” or “unprofitable” 
in verse 30 as judgment is pronounced on him. 
His fate is like the wicked servant mentioned 
above (24:51).  
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The Result (Matt 25:31-46) 

This section is the final judgment and results from 
our actions. Our actions reflect our relationship to 
the Lord (master). In the parables, those who 
trusted the master proved faithful to him. In the 
story of the ten virgins, those who understood 
what was required of them entered the banquet. 
Those who did not were too late. The bridegroom 
tells them, “I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.” 
(25:12) 
  
Hence, when Christ returns, he will divide the 
nations (people) into two groups: the sheep and 
the goats. He places the sheep on His right and the 
goats on His left. He then pronounces judgment, 
starting with the sheep. They are allowed to enter 
the Kingdom because they have been faithful in 
attending to the needs of the King/Christ. The 
goats are judged harshly for not attending to the 
needs of the King/Christ and are condemned to 
eternal punishment (25:46). 
  
The only thing both groups have in common is 
that they ask a related question: “When did we run 
into you?” The response from the King is, “Every 
time you helped a stranger or the least of these, 
my brethren, you ministered to me.” This is 
‘personal responsibility’ in carrying out the 
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teachings of the Sermon on the Mount (see 
Matthew 5-7) and ‘random acts of kindness,’ 
which are motivated by a love for the Savior and a 
desire to “do unto others…” (Matt 7:12). Look 
closely at the ‘Be-Attitudes’ and you find the 
prescription for personal/ spiritual growth. Read 
intently Matt 7:21-23 along with Matt 25:31-46 
and you see that neither ‘religiosity’ nor 
‘indifference’ gain favor from God. It’s obedience 
to the teachings of Jesus (Matt. 7:24-27) that 
please God. While Matthew 24-25 highlights the 
need we all have “to be ready,” it demonstrates 
that readiness is simply our faithfulness to the task 
God has given us to do, along with the merit of 
acts of kindness. These things can’t be legislated. 
What the gospel writer calls “righteousness” can 
neither be mandated nor carried out by the 
government. Our responsibility is to help the poor, 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit those 
in prison. The only thing the government can do is 
get out of the way and allow the ‘work’ of private 
citizens and non-profit organizations to provide 
the help that people need.  
  
But in the meantime, don’t let politicians fool you 
into thinking that paying more taxes fulfills the 
command of scriptures like that found in Matthew 
25. It is (at the least) an attempt to take more of 
your money so they can spend it as they see fit. In 
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all actuality, the more money you pay in taxes, the 
less you have to give to others. And it’s this 
writer’s opinion that if the government got out of 
the business of “helping the poor,” the poor would 
be better off.  
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Chapter 10: Our Destiny


T oday’s white supremacists are those liberals 
who believe that Blacks can’t succeed 
without white intervention—affirmative 

action, quotas, preferences, reparations, and lower 
academic standards. This is why the term “black” 
really means “poor.” Even though the majority of  
Blacks live above the poverty level (75%), we are 
constantly portrayed by the media, social justice 
warriors, progressives, and others as a monolith of  
poor, ignorant, underprivileged people who need 
white people to help us. Joe Biden illustrated this 
when he said, “Poor kids are just as smart as white 
kids.” In this quote, the poor kids are black kids. In 
the liberal mind, poor = black. We see this dynamic 
in education, employment, and politics. It’s 
groupthink.

 

Groupthink is what keeps blacks from reaching 
their fullest potential. There is a thought or idea that 
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we need to stick together to survive as if  Jim Crow 
laws and Black codes still existed. Thus, if  a black 
person is shot by a white police officer, it reflects 
on all of  us as people. It is an attack on all of  us. 
The group thinks, or the collective idea, that any 
perceived act of  injustice against one is an act of  
injustice against all blacks. The problem with this 
thinking is that any act against a Black person by 
someone who is white is automatically perceived as 
an injustice. There is no need for evidence.

 

However, if  we are to take Dr. King’s dream, to be 
“judged by the content of  our character and not by 
the color of  our skin,” we wouldn’t assume the 
innocence of  the black person and the guilt of  the 
white cop. We’d allow for the investigation to take 
place first. This emphasizes the content of  both 
person’s character and not the color of  their skin. 
But we have had it backward. We assume that the 
black person is innocent and the white cop is guilty 
(racist). It never seems to occur that maybe the 
black person had a flawed character, and that is why 
he/she was shot or arrested. This thinking sees 
blacks and whites as groups and not as individuals.

 

White supremacy in the past always viewed blacks 
as a group, not as individuals. The civil rights 
movement sought to change that dynamic to give 
blacks the right as individuals to excel in whatever 
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they chose. Dr. King’s dream that we are judged by 
the content of  our character and not by the color 
of  our skin was a nod to individualism and a break 
from the collectivism that liberals continue to 
emphasize.

 

Judge us by our individual character, not as a 
collective. All black people are not poor, ignorant, 
or underprivileged. However, this type of  individual 
judgment means we have to produce as individuals. 
The onus is for Whites to stop the group judgment 
and for Blacks to excel. Fredrick Douglass once told 
Black people, “Our destiny is largely in our own hands. If  
we find, we shall have to seek. If  we succeed in the race of  
life it must be by our own energies, and by our own exertions. 
Others may clear the road, but we must go forward, or be left 
behind in the race of  life.” 
 
He also warned against relying on others but to 
become self-sufficient when he said, “[i]f  we remain 
poor and dependent, the riches of  other men will not avail us. 
If  we are ignorant, the intelligence of  other men will do but 
little for us. If  we are foolish, the wisdom of  other men will 
not guide us. If  we are wasteful of  time and money, the 
economy of  other men will only make our destitution the 
more disgraceful and hurtful.”
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In Douglass’ speech called “What the Black Man 
Wants,” when asked what should be done with the 
Negro he replied:  

“I have had but one answer from the 
beginning. Do nothing with us! Your doing 
with us has already played the mischief with 
us. Do nothing with us! If the apples will not 
remain on the tree of their own strength, if 
they are worm-eaten at the core, if they are 
early ripe and disposed to fall, let them fall! I 
am not for tying or fastening them on the 
tree in any way, except by nature's plan, and 
if they will not stay there, let them fall. And if 
the Negro cannot stand on his own legs, let 
him fall also. All I ask is give him a chance to 
stand on his own legs! Let him alone!” 

This later speech is the very essence of  what the 
Black conservatives would say to the white liberals 
today. Stop! Leave Black people alone. You see, the 
new White Supremacy gives excuses and allowances 
for all the dysfunction and maladies in the Black 
community. In fact, it helps to create a subculture 
of  Blacks who are dependent on government 
programs that promote helplessness, ignorance, and 
poverty. Black liberals are just as culpable in their 
demand for white intervention or at least White 
financial investment that would supposedly solve all 
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of  our problems. Again, this ignores the onus 
placed on Black individuals to develop character 
and take responsibility for their behavior or 
initiative to advance themselves. 

 

With its grand achievements, the civil rights 
movement moved many of  the obstacles that stood 
in the way of  Blacks. Frederick Douglass’s vision of  
whites getting out of  the way of  Black achievement 
was realized in the Dream of  Dr. King. Douglass 
said, “Our destiny is largely in our own hands.” If  
Douglass and King were here today, they would 
certainly argue against the Black and White liberals 
who act as though our destiny, the destiny of  
blacks, was in the hands of  white people. 
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Chapter 11: Instruments of Our 
Own Oppression: The State of 
Black America  

In 1907, Bal Gangadhar Tilak addressed the 
Indian National Congress as the nation of 
India struggled to shake off British empirical 

rule. Tilak and others were determined to achieve 
independence from Great Britain and to establish 
self-rule as a nation and people. 

Tilak argued that independence was within the 
grasp of his countrymen, particularly because 
Britain’s control over India was due, in fact, to 
those Indians responsible for assisting the British. 
He said, “[w]e have perceived one fact, that the 
whole of this administration, which is carried on 
by a handful of Englishmen, is carried on with our 
assistance.” In other words, a handful of 
foreigners ultimately controlled the destiny of 
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millions because the millions allowed them. Thus, 
Tilak aptly expressed his people’s cooperation 
with foreign governments as the “instruments of 
our own oppression.” Here is the quote in its 
context: 

“This whole government is carried on with 
our assistance and they try to keep us in 
ignorance of our power of cooperation 
between ourselves by which that which is in 
our own hands at present can be claimed by 
us and administered by us…Self-government 
is our goal; we want a control over our 
administrative machinery. We don’t want to 
become clerks and remain [clerks]. At 
present , we are c lerks and wi l l ing 
instruments of our own oppression in the 
hands of an alien government, and that 
government is ruling over us not by its innate 
strength but by keeping us in ignorance and 
blindness to the perception of this fact.”  

Not surprisingly, in this same manner, a foreign 
government has taken control of the destiny of the 
African American community since the 60’s many 
African American leaders have assumed the role 
of the “clerks” assisting, in many respects, the 
Democrat Party’s control over the black 
community, to our obvious detriment. 
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I’ve chosen to call the Democrat Party a “foreign 
government” because its progressive ideology is 
foreign to the professed ideology of most African 
Americans. Progressives, in general, are anti-
Christian, pro same-sex marriage, pro-abortion, 
and support the status quo in education to the 
detriment of our children’s education. Blacks have 
been led to believe that it is in our “best interest” 
to support a party that does not share or support 
our social or Christian values. 

One example of this is the growing support of 
LGBT rights by Democrats. Black preachers 
across the country have traditionally preached 
against same-sex “marriage,” or at least 
acknowledge that it is ungodly. Yet, they continue 
to support a party and candidates who have 
pledged their support of LGBT “rights.” Thus, we 
have now redefined the institution of marriage, 
and state after state is lobbying for coed 
restrooms. To speak against homosexuality is to 
bring on criticism. As a licensed minister and 
biblical scholar, I can assure you that God is not 
pleased that many who claim to be gospel 
ministers have compromised biblical principles 
for political expedience. A day is surely coming 
when we will suffer for not “standing for 
righteousness.” 
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When it comes to education, many of our elected 
officials, as well as “black leaders,” have sided 
with unions in an attempt to halt school choice. I 
believe it was last year that Jesse Jackson, Sr., 
and Rainbow P.U.S.H convened a panel on 
education, which failed to include anyone 
advocating for school choice. The head of 
Chicago’s Teacher’s Union was there, but no one 
from a charter school was present. This happened 
despite the positive results seen in several charter 
schools, such as Noble Street Charter or Urban 
Prep, serving underprivileged communities in the 
Chicago metropolitan area. What confounds me is 
how we can have a real conversation about 
education if we’re not willing to invite and accept 
innovators to the table. At the same time, Jackson 
would be among the first to say that a good 
education helps our kids find jobs and stay out of 
jail. Unfortunately, Jackson’s words are empty 
and disingenuous for those children trapped in 
under-performing schools. Our children have 
become tragic reminders that we are “instruments 
of our own oppression.” These children are 
receiving a poor education, not because white 
people are trying to oppress us, but because 
African Americans themselves are on the wrong 
side of the issue. 
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Another case in point is the black community’s 
unwavering support of President Barack Obama, 
the Congressional Black Caucus, NAACP, and 
other black leaders who support, among other 
things, trade unions at a time when black 
unemployment has reached record highs. Trade 
unions have historically been a source of 
discrimination against blacks and other minorities 
and, in many instances, make it extremely 
difficult for a black tradesman to join a union. Per 
the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU), 
20 percent of blacks belong to unions. They 
mention this as if it were something to be proud 
of. I, on the other hand, see this as a disgrace 
because, instead, this suggests that there is about 
80 percent of blacks aren’t represented by unions. 
Ironically, with all the so-called efforts of the 
president, black legislators, and leaders to shore 
up support from unions and their special interest 
groups, the results have been that only about 20 
percent of the black workforce is seemingly 
reaping any benefits. 

However, it remains to be seen if the 20 
percent realize any substantial benefit at all from 
Obama’s largess. There are still reports of racial 
discrimination in trade unions, especially in 
construction (Click here and here). 
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So, somebody, please tell me how blind support of 
labor unions is helping the African American 
community. How is this same blind support of 
teachers’ unions helping our children learn, 
graduate high school, and get a good job? When 
you add to this the Democrat’s support of same-
sex marriage, the question frankly is, why is it that 
black Christians support the Democrat Party? 

Unfortunately, these questions represent only the 
tip of the iceberg. I haven’t even mentioned that 
over 70 percent of black children are born to 
unwed mothers. Or that it is public record that 
blacks have over 30 percent of abortions, though 
we make up only 13 percent of the U.S. 
population. Or those local, state, and national 
statistics, which consistently show most victims of 
crimes in the black community are terrorized at 
the hands of other black Americans.  Chicago is 
the epicenter of concern for black gang activity 
that includes shooting innocent men and women, 
boys, and girls. Then add to this mix the police 
department, which harbors the few bad officers 
who maim and brutalize suspects without due 
process, and a mayor who hides police officer 
misconduct for political gain. How can a 
community move forward in this scenario? 
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Although the content of this article infers a 
negative and hopeless disposition, this author 
contends that this apparently desperate state of the 
black community is not far from redemption and 
transformation. There are many of us who believe 
that the church must “rise” to lead the way out of 
the wilderness of self-destructive behavior and 
antithetical policies that call evil good and good 
evil. However, the hope of transformation will 
only happen when the people of God are 
determined to collectively “stand for what we say 
we believe, and actively engage in the political 
process that represents us.” 
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