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elcome to the second
edition of our two part
series on American

Racism. This issue be-

gins (where we left off)
by examining race in relation to educa-
tion, economics and politics. Although it’s
clear, that vestiges of racism still exist; we
are convinced they are neither obstacle to
the advancing of our people, nor to our
great nation as a whole.

Our most significant hurdle is that of
reconciliation. In these turbulent times,
we are in great need of being reconciled to
our white brothers and sisters, to our God, and

to ourselves as a people. Dr. King once said:

I refuse to accept the view that
mankind is so tragically bound to the
starless midnight of racism and war that
the bright daybreak of peace and brother-
hood can never become a redlity... I believe
that unarmed truth and unconditional love
will have the final word.

Dr. Martin L. King Jr

He looked forward to the day we’d get
beyond ourselves and our pain, to learn
forgiveness. He envisioned the day when
blacks and whites would fellowship to-
gether in harmony. Today sadly, that

“peace and brotherhood” remain in the

Publisher’'s Welcome

Welcome to Freedom’s
Journal Magazine (FJM)

distance; while many so called “leaders” in
the black community fuel the flames of
“racism and war,” and pass it off as a gospel
message.

This is not the ministry of reconcilia-
tion, which the apostle Paul spoke of in 2
Corinthians 5:18-19,

All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that
God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting men’s sins against
them. And he has committed to us the

message of reconciliation.

This reconciliation is about offering
peace and forgiveness. It is about discharg-
ing any real or perceived debt in favor of
restoration and fellowship. This is what
God does for us through Christ Jesus and
exhorts us to be reconciled to each other.

[t is our hope that as you read the articles
in this issue you will be motivated to seek
reconciliation and not retribution, fellowship
and not fault finding, constructive engage-
ment not estrangement. We encourage you to
spread the “unarmed truth and unconditional
love” that God Himself has demonstrated

to us, in Christ.m

Eric M. Wallace, PhD
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“This is a good bill. It's a good piece of legislation because it aligns authority

and responsibility at the local level, because it believes in setting high standards...

A system that doesn't hold people to account assumes that certain children cannot

learn, and that it's acceptable to shuffle them through school...” —president Bush

Why Aren’t Blacks Supporting It?

olarizing, a debacle, inadequate,
adding insult to grievous injury, pa-
thetic, and debauchery, terms usually
relegated to villains or criminal behav-
ior are just a few of the more diplomatic
terms being used to criticize the No
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of
2002. The NCLB Act is being considered by congress
for reauthorization and many political, social, educa-
tional factions (all major teacher unions included) and
ethnic groups have sharpened their swords against it.
While this bi-partisan legislation has brought sweeping
federal reforms not seen since the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965, change doesn’t
come easy. The Acts basic tenets, accountability,
measuring and evaluating, annual yearly progress,
transparency of achievement levels, have met tremen-
dous resistance, especially from minority groups.
Over the past 170 years, America’s public edu-
cational system has seen highs and lows, and clearly
our nation is experiencing one of those lows. Ac-
cording to one of the international report cards,
Trends in International Mathematic and Science
Study (TIMMS), America is falling well below
world standards, and nationally there is an embar-
rassing divide among some ethnic groups’ achieve-
ment levels that many are calling deplorable. Then
there is the high drop out rate in public high
schools that Gary Orfield in his book “Dropouts in
America” calls “A Catastrophe Ignored”.
While much has changed since the formalizing

By John Arrington

of public education in the 1830’s, much has stayed
the same. President George W. Bush’s comments
on the NCLB Act of 2002, mirrors President Lyn-
don Baines Johnson’s remarks on the 1965 ESEA
Act, almost 50 years prior. President Johnson com-
mented “By passing this bill, we bridge the gap between
the helplessness and hope for more than five million
educationally deprived children in America...And we
rekindle the revolution—the revolution of the spirit
against the tyranny of ignorance.” President Bush
stated it this way referencing NCLB, “This is a good
bill. It's a good piece of legislation because it aligns au-
thority and responsibility at the local level, because it
believes in setting high standards... A system that
doesn't hold people to account assumes that certain
children cannot learn, and that it's acceptable to shuf-
fle them through school. Well, that's not acceptable
in America, to shuffle children through school. That's
what [ have called the soft bigotry of low expectations.
Through the No Child Left Behind Act, we have
challenged that soft bigotry”.

Regardless of being called the “tyranny of igno-
rance” or the “soft bigotry of low expectations” the
educational experience for American students
could be as different as a sunny California summer
or a bitter Alaskan winter. Both presidents were
addressing an educational crisis among minorities head
on. This vast disparity and gap among minority groups
could be dependant on such factors such as where the
student lives, their parents’ socio-economic level, or
the culture of their community and school, but it is
real, appalling, and both presidents confronted it.
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What should also be confronted is while minority
groups are faring far worse academically than their
Anglo counterparts, there are few outspoken voices
addressing it. The minority groups hit hardest by
academic failure, African-Americans, Hispanic,
American Indians, and Asians (although they appear
to have reversed the downward trend) often operate
in a responsive mode, as if the problem is irritating
and discomforting but also someone else’s responsi-
bility. This educational crisis is severe and impacts
the future of these ethnic groups as well as Amer-
ica’s outlook and international status.

[t appears some minority communities, to a
large degree, have accepted academic mediocrity
and “substandard academic enrichment”, and have
yet to take the “educational bull by the horn” and
make the system work for them. Parameters are
still being set from the outside in, rules still defined
externally. NCLB legislation is focused on improving
the system for all students, specifically targeting under-
performing groups consisting of the aforementioned
minority groups. Where are those minorities champi-
oning this act, adding their input, shaping the debate,
writing letters, challenging elected officials, question-
ing the powers that impact them educationally?

One of the major con-
cerns for schools, particularly
in minority communities is
parental and community in-
volvement. While there are
many parents and stakehold-
ers who are concerned and
involved in parent teacher
conferences, school board
meetings, city/village council l
meetings, conferences with
state and local elected offi-
cials, the overwhelming ma- ‘
jority are not! It’s easy to ‘
blame the president in
Washington for everything |
from academic failure to the
divorce rate, but it’s another :
when individuals don’t take ‘
responsibility in their own |
communities. If all politics W
are local, double that as it re-
lates to education.  Billions

8 Freedom’s Journal Magazine ¢ May/June 008

of dollars are spent annually on education in these
communities; thousands of decisions are being made
over who, how, when, and where it is spent. Many mi-
nority groups are either unable, unwilling, or don’t
know how to effect decisions impacting them person-
ally and communitywide. In assuming (which is al-
ways dangerous) that the latter is primarily the
challenge; I have six recommendations to assist minor-
ity communities control decisions that affect them,
specifically as it relates to education.

1. Get Organized - Minority groups must begin to
become more organized, strategic, analytical, and
prayerful about the educational systems in their com-
munities. A large, if not the largest chunk of your taxes
go to schools. Partner with a community organization
to have your issue championed by larger numbers of
residents. Raise educational issues at block club meet-
ings, at church and Sunday School, social gatherings,
picnics and any faith based gathering. Attend every
school meeting open to the public in your community.
Have school and elected officials inform you of their
plans and visions for the schools. Always inquire about
the pros, cons, advantages, disadvantages, proponents
and the opponents of what’s being discussed. Any
meeting you're in where in-
formation is being given and
you’re unclear, don’t be afraid
to ask “why”.

2. Increase Expectations
- Minority communities
must expect the best for
themselves and their stu-
dents, and hold all levels of
government and educa-
tional institutions account-
able for mediocrity and
average service delivery.
Don’t be afraid to ask your
appointed educational or
elected officials the difficult
questions concerning edu-
cation, finances, testing,
annual yearly progress, etc.
This public relationship is
one of accountability not
likeability. You don’t need



to be liked, loved, or admired by officials, just re-
spected. To think of them as your friend, comrade,
buddy, or “family” is to short change yourself and
community from what you should expect and de-
serve. They are leaders whose primary responsibil-
ity is to serve you.

3. Be Open Minded - The minority community
must be open minded to new ideas and concepts of
change that give them advantage and leverage.
School choice, voucher systems, charter schools,
unifying districts, and other options that give par-
ents greater involvement in their students’ educa-
tional plans should be explored along with the
familiar “choices” of mandated failing schools. A
number of other countries and six states have al-
ready implemented school choice allowing parents
to send their students to the school of their choice,
public or private.

4. Register To Vote - A registered voter is a resi-
dent with power. Registering to vote is critical and
knowing and meeting with your local, county/district,
state, and federally elected and appointed officials is
important. Elected officials in particular know who is
registered and the neighborhoods with high percent-
ages of registered voters, or “squeaky wheels.”

5. Forward Thinking - Vote issues that are ben-
eficial and salutiferous to you instead of historical
party affiliations. Politically historical mindsets of
ethnic groups have grounded some communities in
the “abysmal quicksand” of yesteryear. Remember
although the issues, context, and political dynamics
were different, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a re-
publican. Don’t be afraid of change because it’s
packaged in a shape, size, or color you are unfamil-
iar with. Be cautious in allowing any political party,
local, state, or national to presume upon your vote
based on your skin color or where you live.

6. Be Proactive - Minority communities must cut
through the issues; frame the right questions and argu-
ments for improving education locally and nationally.
It took NCLB to awaken many local community
members to the educational earthquake shaking
America’s foundation. Set the parameters, you don’t
have to be an expert on education to make productive

changes. Former Secretary of Education Dr. Rod
Paige, the mastermind behind NCLB stated that over
55 million students are educated every year in America
at a cost of over 525 billion annually. He suggested
five basic questions to frame the discussion on improv-
ing our educational system:

e After providing over $525 billion per

year for education, what should the Amer-

ican people expect from their investment?

e Should there be any expectation that

children read and do math at grade level

after eight years of public schooling?

e Do parents have a right to determine

what the best academic environment is for

their children? And if so, how far does that

right go?

e Should there be a minimum level of ac-

ademic achievement expected from all

children?

e Do we expect that, in this highly ad-

vanced country, all children should be ed-

ucated to high levels?

NCLB like all other educational acts, legislation,
and reforms before it, is a work in progress. There are
areas to be tweaked, and enhanced, yet the foundation
is solid, the focus is clear, and the basic tenets must re-
main in place. NCLB is a necessary and appropriate
Act addressing the “soft bigotries”, failures, and the
“tyranny of ignorance” of our current educational sys-
tem. Now is the time and this is the place for minority
communities to take advantageous of this legislation
with goals of closing the achievement gaps, equalizing
the educational field, and providing a first rate education
for all. The NCLB express train is still in the sta-
tion and clearly minority communities benefit from
boarding. But as I will discuss in detail in the next
edition, an even more aggressive, landmark, and
transformational legislative Act will be required long-
term for America to truly retake her place on the edu-
cational pedestal of international preeminence. The
time for minorities to improve themselves and the
educational system is now!s

John Arrington is an educational reform strategist specializing in
public school and community change and development strategies.
He is executive director of the Center for Change & Adaptive Lead-
ership. He can be reached at jo_arrington@ksg03.harvard.edu
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Economic independence is the foundation of political independence.. ..

There are certain great natural and economic laws that govern the

problems of nations and races. Sail, rain and sunshine draw no color

line. The forces of nature will yield their wealth as quickly to the hands

of the brown man, the yellow man, as they will to the hands of any

other race. Man may discriminate, but the economic laws of trade and

commerce cannot discriminate. ....

. We must act in these matters be-

fore others from foreign lands rob us of our birthright. —sooker . washington

here are those who'd have you
believe that the thing holding
back any individual or group of
individuals is some external con-
trivance of men. In most cases
these days (with regard to black
Americans), they would have
you believe that it’s all a matter
of race. However, in these words
spoken over 100 years ago and less than 40 years
after emancipation, Booker T. Washington summed
up in true prophetic fashion what our nation’s
founders understood and ordained to be constitu-
tionally protected. Economic freedom is the foun-
dation and the power of all freedom, corporate and
personal. This freedom is the single force, which
drives people from around the world to risk every-
thing to come to this nation. And yet as Dr. Wash-
ington foresaw, while other nations (and people)
understand this truth clearly; black Americans still
hadn’t gotten the memo. Race and class are not
keeping black Americans from prosperity; rather it
is a rejection of the laws of prosperity that are the
real stumbling block. We did not heed Dr. Wash-
ington’s words and, therefore, have been, and con-
tinuing to be, robbed of our birthright. How and by
whom? That is the subject of this article.

From the turn of the 20th Century (a mere 35
years after slavery and well into the 1900s) many de-
scendents of slaves made great strides. As late as
1960, the percentage of blacks living below the

poverty line was at 47% and falling (having fallen
from 87% in just 20 years). While there were great
hurdles yet to clear (particularly in the south due to
access to better education and rise in industry); a
large number of black Americans were doing very
well, while others were learning how to do so. This,
of course, posed a great threat to some in the white
community who, as a result of their own ignorance,
were easily manipulated into actions that worked
against them as much as they worked to hinder
black people. While on the surface the direct phys-
ical actions of these ignorant whites seemed to pose
the greatest threat to the freedom and prosperity of
the black community, the real enemy was subtler
and far more sinister.

There are thieves who rob, using people against
themselves. Fear, bitterness, hatred and envy are some
of the tools these thieves have used (and continue to
use) to rob others (and in this case, black Americans)
of their birthright. Like the pickpocket, these thieves
use diversion to get our focus from what is precious; to
where we are vulnerable, then to what they know we
are sensitive too, but is really not important. While we
are diverted, they help themselves to what they want.
That is why we must learn to identify the real thief and
his tools. Once we understand the thief, his accom-
plices, and how they operate; we have a better chance
of stopping them.

While the issue and central focus of this article
is economics; the same ‘perps’ (and the same meth-
ods) apply to many other areas of our society. “Race”
thieves (as [ will call them) tend to work in tandem,
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as do the best pickpockets. While one gets our at-
tention, the others take what we have. In the world
of politics and economics, this tandem may be com-
posed of various combinations-- but the goal is al-
ways the same: agitate, divert and steal. Among
them are labor unions; civil and environmental
groups; gay, animal, ethnic or woman’s rights
groups. A certain political party is home to, as well
as support and use for, all of these. The goal is al-
ways the same: to steal more and more individual
power, thus leading to a dilution of group power.

Each of these groups uses the main pressure
point of “grievances” against their mark. A focus on
these grievances (real or imagined) keeps people
from being aware of the real matters of importance.
They are then easily manipulated into surrendering
individual power and prosperity.

Let’s look at a couple of areas where this ex-
ists.

Fear of rejection and/or fear of failure cause
people to refrain from competing in the world’s
marketplace. Bitterness, hatred, and envy cause
people to view others with an eye of suspicion.
Often the objects of their ire are the same people
who could (and would) aid them in starting and
succeeding in industry or business.

[t is thought; the best way to keep children from
competing one with another--is to convince them
they can’t compete. If I can cause you to fear, to hate,
or to envy and offer you an easy way out void of strug-
gle and/or discipline; I have removed you from the
competitive pool. This lies at the heart of much of the
regress in black economic elevation, from the mid-six-
ties to the present. Consequently, the introduction of
welfare, affirmative action and constant social agita-
tion mentality have served to accomplish the exact
scenario outlined above.

Another tool is ‘class’ envy. In his best selling
book Secrets of the Millionaire Mind, T. Harv Eker
states that class envy is one of the greatest hin-
drances to achieving wealth. Instead of wanting to
learn from, do the things they do, and be like the
wealthy, many people want to hate and destroy
them. This does not help the poor, and it doesn’t
hurt the wealthy either. The ‘prosperity’ thief (by
causing people to envy and hate the wealthy) keep
people from emulating the wealthy and enslave
them to the ‘class enviers’ state they are in.

12 Freedom’s Journal Magazine e July/August 2008

Let’s apply this to some real life situations.
Social Security

Because the idea of reforming and privatizing
social security is a Republican idea (and nearly most
often attributed to President Bush); millions of
‘Bush haters’, who the new system would actually
help, flatly reject it. These people are totally un-
aware of how the new system works, and more im-
portantly, how it benefits them. By merely
associating the plan with President Bush; many im-
mediately resist, with all their might. Let’s look at
some facts about social security.

1) Social security is only paid on earnings up
t0 $95,000. Anyone who makes over $95,000 pays
no social security income above that. So, while a
person making up to that amount pays 15% of their
income, a person making $1 million pays only 1.5%
of their income into social security-- Ten million
and they pay a mere .15%.

2) Currently, a person collects full social secu-
rity if disabled (or their survivors receive it if the
children are under 18 and/or the spouse is living
and over 65). In the absence of these, the money
is forfeited to the federal pot. You work your entire
life, you die and the govt. keeps your money. This
is especially unfair to black Americans since the av-
erage life expectancy of the black male is only 66 ¥2
years. Hence, more of their money will be forfeited
than is ever collected. If a 25-year-old person in-
vested the same amount they pay in social security
every month-- they could get a $500,000 30-year
life policy, a disability insurance policy, and have
almost $1 million in their retirement account at age
65. Here’s the best part: when they die they can
leave that to any one they’d like. Imagine that,
being able to leave several hundred thousand to
your wife, kids or whomever you choose.

Taxes

In his book Rich Dad, Poor Dad, Robert
Kyosaki describes what he calls a “Cash Flow Quad-
rant.” This cash flow quadrant, which divides how
income is derived into the 4 stages of “ESBI,” is a
blue print to wealth. All are stages of how we de-
rive income. The first stage is Earnings from work-
ing at a job; the next is from being Self Employed;
next is earnings as a Business Owner and finally, in-
come earned from Investment. The goal is to get to

Cont. on pg 50



“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you
have within you the strength, the patience, and the passion to reach
for the stars to change the world.”

— Hntiet Jityan



By Rev. Wayne Perryman
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Although his speech touched the hearts of all American
citizens, its fatal flaw was its failure to tell the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth regarding who was really behind
the efforts to divide our country by race...

fter Senator Obama’s inspiring
and thought-provoking speech on
race, most Americans feel it is
time to set the record straight re-
garding the origin of racism in
America. Over the years, we have
had several discussions on the sub-
ject, most of which focused on the relationship be-
tween blacks and whites. But seldom have we ever
acknowledged the number of whites who gave their
lives to wipe out this deadly social disease nor have we
reviewed the role that politics played in establishing a
racist society.

Historians report that one party supported slav-
ery and Jim Crow while the other party opposed
them. They also report that one party was known as
the Party of White Supremacy and the other party
was known as “Nigger Lovers.” Senator Obama
confirms this fact in his book: Dreams from my Fa-
ther. He tells his readers how white Chicago Democ-
rats vowed to vote Republican before they would
vote for a ‘black man’ (Harold Washington) to be
mayor of Chicago.

Many have confessed that the Senator’s speech
was compelling, comprehensive and forthright and
perhaps one of the greatest speeches on race since
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”
speech. Although his speech touched the hearts of
all American citizens, its fatal flaw was its failure to
tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth regarding who was really behind the efforts to
divide our country by race.

Had the Senator known the true history of our
country and the role that politics played in establish-
ing racism, he would have revealed that during the
Constitutional Convention in 1787, the pro-slavery
members (who eventually became the Democratic
Party five years later) argued that the slaves in their
states should be counted as citizens when considering
the number of congressional seats their state would
receive, even though they had no intention of giving

the slaves the same rights afforded to the white citi-
zens of their states. The anti-slavery members (who
eventually became the Republican Party) strongly
opposed this racist proposal. To finalize the Consti-
tution and not give in totally to the pro-slavery
members, they reached a compromise with a three-
fifths clause. Under the new clause, the pro-slavery
states could only count the slaves as 3/5 of a person
when determining how many congressional seats
their state would receive.

Shortly after this matter was settled, Pierce But-
ler, from the slave state of South Carolina proposed
the Fugitive Slave Clause, which would classify run-
away slaves as criminals and treated them as such. To
avoid further delay in finalizing the Constitution, the
Constitutional Convention approved the clause, but
stated the federal government would not enforce the
clause. Enforcement would be the responsibility to
the individual states.

1793 Democrats Pass First Fugitive Slave Law

Six years later (1793) and one year after the for-
mation of the Democratic Party (1792), Democrats
introduced the Fugitive Slave Law of 1793. This law
included a clause to impose fines on anyone (abolition-
ist) interfering with the slave master’s right to re-claim
his slave. Northern states countered by passing Personal
Liberty Laws to protect free blacks from being kidnapped
or mistaken as slaves. The Democrats were furious.

1819 Democrats Gained Another Slave State

When Missouri petitioned to join the union, the
pro-slavery Democrats rushed to make it a slave state.
Their goal was to expand slavery and gain a majority in
Congress. A compromised was reached when Maine
applied for statehood. The Missouri Compromise as it
came to be known permitted Missouri to join the union
as a slave state and Maine as a free state.

1844 Democrats Platform Supporting Slavery
In 1844 the Democratic Party stated the follow-
ing in their 1844 Platform: “Congress has no power
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to interfere with or control the domestic institutions of
the several States; and that such states are the sole and
proper judges of everything pertaining to their own af-
fairs.... That all efforts by the abolitionist and others,
made to induce Congress to interfere with questions of
slavery... are calculated to lead to the most alarming
and dangerous consequences.”

1850 Democrats Modify Slave Fugitive Law

Pro-slavery Democrats fought for and passed the
Fugitive Slave Law of 1793. Under the new modified
law, slaves weren’t permitted to testify on their behalf
and federal commissioners would be assigned to every
county in the country to conduct hearings. These com-
missioners received $5.00 if they decided that the black
person on trial was not a slave and $10.00 if they de-
cided that he was a slave. Under this new law some
900 slaves were returned to their master. Democrats
claim that over 11,000 had escaped between 1850 and
1861 (pp. 317 The Oxford Companion to Supreme
Court of the United States second edition).

* 4 K

1852 Democrats Platform Support New Fugitive
Slave Laws

After the passage of the modified Fugitive Slave
Law the Democratic Party stated the following in their
1852 Platform Democrats: “Resolved: That the forego-
ing proposition covers and was intended to embrace the
whole subject of slavery agitation in Congress; and
therefore the Democratic Party of the Union, standing
on this national platform, will abide by and adhere to a
faithful execution of the acts knows as the compromise
measures and the acts for reclaiming fugitives from service
or labor. The Democratic Party will resist all attempts
at renewing in Congress or out of it, the agitation of the
slavery question, under whatever shape or color the at-
tempt is made.”

So you see, politics has always played a role in
establishing racism in America. The primary party that
made the greatest contribution and invested the most
time and money in establishing racism in our society,
was the Democratic Party. m

These are just few of a multitude of facts in Rev. Perryman’s latest
book; The Drama of Obama Regarding Racism. Doublebro@aol.com.

United Republican Fund

The United Republican Fund is lllinois' oldest, independent, Republican organization. Founded
in 1934, the URF is a state-wide network of thousands of lllinoisans, from all walks of life, who
believe that prosperity and opportunity come through economic and personal freedom. Our mission
is to advance conservative Republican principles, policies, and people by equipping and electing to
office men and women who endorse and promote the Republican values of limited and ethical
government, individual freedom and responsibility, free markets and traditional American values.
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“In every man's mind the good seeds of liberty are planted, and
he who brings his fellow down so low, as to make him contented
with a condition of slavery, commits the highest crime against
God and man.”

— dl@/z@ &@Waﬂd Gannet
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Ism In America

By Dr. Alveda C. King

ver 50 years ago, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. spoke
of “The Beloved Com-
munity,” a place where
people would live to-
gether in love and har-

mony, regardless  of
ethnicity or social status. Dr. King embraced the

American dream as conceived by the founding
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fathers of this nation, and by those who fought
to end slavery in our country. These men and
women understood that we are “one nation,
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice
for all.” Fully understanding that we are one sin-
gle race of people on this planet, where all
human beings are “created equal”, and are there-
fore equally entitled to “life, liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness,” we can only imagine that Dr.



King would be compelled to remind us today that
we should regard each other, not for the color of our
skins, but for the content of our character. For those
seeking the heart of Dr. King on matters of race,
please revisit his “I Have A Dream” speech.

As a product of the pre and post Civil Rights
Movement of the mid 20th century, | can remember
in vivid detail the white and colored water foun-
tains and restrooms. I can remember being called
from my bed by my parents, in the wake of a white
supremacy terrorist bomb attack on our home in
Birmingham, excuse me, Bomingham, Alabama. I
can see my friends and [ being arrested during our
protest on City Hall in Louisville, Kentucky during
the “Open Housing Movement” led by my father,
Rev. A. D. Williams King, .

[ can remember seeing “white” people shake
hands with “black” people, and then consciously or
unconsciously wipe their hands on their garments
as if they had touched something dirty. This behav-
ior is not something from the distant past. This still
happens today. I still marvel at Satan’s deceptions,
where he can cause one group of people to inflict
forced labor on another group of people, allowing
for such intimate acts as cooking of food, nursing
their babies, entering into sexual relations, and yet
find the servant or slave class to be considered un-
touchable. Some of these differences are so in-
grained in our DNA and RNA, that a radical blood
transfusion is required, with... the blood of Jesus!

In considering the issues surrounding racism in
America, we must consider that the whole concept is
based upon the lie that there are separate “races” on
the planet. Acts 17:26 tells us that God “has made from
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face
of the earth, and hath determined the times before ap-
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation”. This pas-
sage clearly denotes the truth that there is only one
single dominant human race of people populating
planet earth today. The lie of separate races is divisive
and leaves room for genocidal attempts to cleanse the
earth of “undesirable” groups of people.

Once such practice is eugenics, which in its

Acts 17:26 tells us that God
“has made from one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on dll the face of
the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the

bounds of their habitation”.

most virulent forms has been manifested in Hitler’s
Holocaust, in the North American slave trade, and
most recently, in the legalized murder of infants
sanctioned by Roe VS Wade. To date, over 50 mil-
lion legal abortions have robbed America’s weakest
members of society of their lives, liberty and pursuit
of happiness.

Having first hand experience with the horrors
and pain of abortion, I can appreciate the expand-
ing outcry for clarification on the subject. Abortion
not only murders a human being, abortion kills the
seed of the father and exposes the mother to the
risks of breast and cervical cancer, depression and
in many cases, death, either by the hands of the
abortionists or by suicide.

[ have a dream, it’s in my genes! My very name,
Alveda Celeste is a testimony of my family’s com-
mitment to life. My daddy, slain civil rights activist
Rev. A. D. Williams King, I, and brother to the
more famous Martin Luther King, Jr., named me
Alveda. Having researched the word “vitae” which
means “life,” Daddy was grateful to add “life” to my
name. He also named me Celeste for “celestial” be-
cause he wanted to get me “as close to heaven” as he
could. Yet, I almost missed out on being born.
When I was conceived, I didn’t know that my
grandfather, Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr. had pre-
vented my mother from aborting me. Mother was a
freshman in college, and wanted to finish her edu-
cation. When Mother and her mother went to
Daddy King to talk about Mama’s “situation,”
Daddy King said: “No! You can’t abort that baby.
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She’s a girl, I saw her in a dream three years ago.”
The rest is history, with a prophetic course that
would lead me into a high impact, pro-life civil
rights ministry.

Years later, as a young woman, I hid two abor-
tions and a miscarriage from my family and my
church members. I experienced cervical surgery
and lost a child due to damage from the abortions.
This cycle of shameful se-
crets was finally broken in
the mid-nineteen seventies
when I told my grandfather
that I was pregnant and
about to abort yet another
child. Daddy King said:
“No! You will not abort my
seed. This is a baby, my
grandchild. The baby’s
daddy said the same thing:
“No! You are not going to
kill my baby.” From that
point on, I realized that
Planned Parenthood had
been lying to me and mil-
lions of others. Our babies
are not “blobs of tissue.”
Our sanctuary wombs are
the first dwelling place of
little human beings, who, at
conception receive their
life in the form of 46 chro-
mosomes, 23 from each par-
ent. That little tiny bundle
of human life is immedi-
ately endued with the power to dream, to create,
to expand into a lifetime of contributing to “The
Beloved Community!” Over the next few years, |
began to tell my experiences to increasing num-
bers of audiences, until the time came when I
would join community leaders across America,
speaking up for the civil rights of life. Life is the
first human right.

Is there any wonder that upon discovering that
Planned Parenthood, founded by eugenics racist Mar-
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Our babies are not “blobs of
tissue.” Our sanctuary wombs
are the first dwelling place of
little human beings, who, at
conception receive their life in
the form of 46 chromosomes,
23 from each parent.

garet Sanger, is actively accepting donations even
today, to specifically target black women and their ba-
bies for abortion, that I and hundreds of thousands of
Americans are crying out: “Enough is enough!” Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. said that “injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere. The Negro cannot
win if he is willing to sacrifice the futures of his chil-
dren for immediate personal comfort and safety.”
Abortion is unjust, denying
the life and personhood of our
babies. Abortion is racism in
prime form, and this practice
is alive and thriving in Amer-
ica today. It is time for us to
rise up and call for an end to
abortion and all forms of
racism.

The truth, in black and
white, is that we can make a
difference and strike a mighty
blow to racism in America.
We can erase the thought of
separate races from our minds
and from our language. We
can communicate the urgency
of the civil rights of the babies
denied their personhood to
our elected officials. We can
replace the lie of separate
races with the truth of one
race of humans, created equal.
We can educate our commu-
nities regarding the sanctity of
life. We can work to do our
part in leveling the playing fields across the economic
strata. We can insist that we love our neighbors as we
love ourselves. Most importantly, we can pray that
God will deliver us from the evils of racism. We can
follow the example of Jesus Christ who teaches us to
love unconditionally. When we do these things, we
can look forward to overcoming racism.

Dr. Alveda C. King is the niece of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a pastoral
associate with Priests for Life, and Founder of King for America.
www.kingforamerica.com



"I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content
of their character.'” —Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. _ oenliey e A

-
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.1 Still Have A

[ have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."

[ have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of
brotherhood.

[ have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into
an oasis of freedom and justice.

[ have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

[ have a dream today.

[ have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor
having his lips dripping with the words
of interposition and nullification; one
day right there in Alabama, little black
boys and black girls will be able to join
hands with little white boys and white
girls as sisters and brothers.

[ have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every
valley shall be exalted, every hill and
mountain shall be made low, the rough
places will be made plain, and the
crooked places will be made straight,
and the glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
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This Is Our

This is the faith that [ go back to the South with. With this faith we will be able to hew
out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform
the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this
faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail
together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with a new
meaning, "My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my
fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring."

And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring
from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty
mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Penn-
sylvania!

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. From every mountain-
side, let freedom ring.

And when this happens, when we allow free-
dom to ring, when we let it ring from every village
and every hamlet, from every state and every city,
we will be able to speed up that day when all of
God's children, black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be
able to join hands and sing in the words of the old
Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! thank
God Almighty, we are free at last!"
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Freedom’s Journal Magazine
was particularly excited to
speak with Bishop Harry
Jackson. Bishop Jackson is
the senior pastor of the Hope
Community Church in the
Washington D.C. area and is
the founder of the national
organization known as the
High Impact Leadership
Coalition. Bishop Jackson
has authored 6 books, which
includes his current work
“The Truth in Black &
White”, and hosts a daily
radio update program of the
same title. Ceasar LeFlore in-
terviewed Bishop Jackson for
Freedom’s Journal Magazine
to get his unique perspective
on the topics of race, reli-

gion, and politics in America.
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An Intervie}[v With

Bishop Harry Jackson

By Ceasar Leflore, 111
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FJM: Bishop Jackson, welcome to Freedom’s Journal
Magazine.

This issue of Freedom’s Journal Magazine is the sec-
ond in a series of issues we've dedicated to the discussion
of race, and racism in America. You've recently written
a powerful book entitled The Truth in Black & White that
deals with what you call the shifting landscape of race, re-
ligion, and politics in America.

Could you tell us a little about the book and what
you mean when you say “shifting landscape” as it concerns
race and religion? Is this a shift towards the positive or
are we yet vacillating in the same racial discussions we’ve
been having for years now?

Bishop Jackson: Well, I think it’s a shift towards the
positive and the basis of that is that there is a new leader-
ship that has emerged from among African Americans
that is making a major difference. They are faith based
(coming from the church) and they are doing some great
things in terms of re-defining and re-establishing what di-
rection things have to go to make America stronger.

Essentially, the leaders of both major political parties
in the country - and I share this in the book — tend to ig-
nore black voters until the last six weeks of the campaign;
this year is a major exception. And so consequently, black
voters have historically felt like the other woman in an
illicit affair. We’re jostled from place to place and forced
to wait in the shadows. So many promises were made to
us in the past, but very few were kept. It seemed like both
the Democratic Party and the Republicans have been
married to others who have the money and influence that
they need, but they still keep tip toeing to our door at mid-
night. So, we’ve only been loved as voters in the African
American community for what we can give.

So this new black church is less wedded to the Dem-
ocratic Party than ever before, and that gives us leverage
if we function as a swing vote who votes our interest. The
old civil rights folks use to say, “we have no permanent
friends, only permanent interest.”

Therefore; I think that things are shifting and this
whole book talks about how black folks can frame their
own agenda to match the agenda of the evangelical Chris-
tian community and thereby multiply its voting effect.
Then we can demand justice in terms of how sentencing
is done — I'm talking about prison reform.

Family breakdown is huge in the black community —
it’s a value that is espoused by evangelicals and it needs to
be talked about. Poverty comes into line now as more
and more evangelicals are talking about poverty and
Christian values based solutions for it. Blacks need to hear
options other than government sponsored welfare pro-
grams that served only to lock people into the poverty of
dependence. In education, there is this whole thing about

vouchers and how effectively they work in other areas and
the fact that 25% of students are now in charter schools.
Health care is huge, African relief and our involvements
in other nations are big topics.

These are major issues and if we connect with the
evangelical community we may find that we can carve
out niches of reform in these areas that are based on a huge
voting block. That, in essence is what The Truth in Black
& White is about.

[ronically, [ emphasize Barack Obama in the be-
ginning — in my introduction — and it’s almost like I
was writing a prophetic manuscript because of his re-
cent comments, including those that Jesse Jackson
disliked that are almost right down the line to what
I've been talking about.

FJM: Those six points that you were just speaking of are
the main clauses in your so called Black Contract with
America on Moral Values; those points being Family
Reconstruction, Wealth Creation, Education Reform,
Prison Reform, Health Care, and Africa Relief.

How has this contract initiative been received in
America so far, especially among African - Americans?

Bishop Jackson: Well, among blacks it was received as
a leadership document and it helped launch the High
Impact Leadership Coalition. We had hoped to have a
million individual lay-people sign the contract, but in-
stead we got tens of thousands of leaders to sign the doc-
ument. Now, what this says to me is that a lot of people
thought that this was just Republican rhetoric, but the
leaders — the out of the box new black church leaders — got
the point. Times are changing, things have to be different,
and that’s why people like Barack Obama are saying
“we’ve got to cater to this new black church,” and this re-
alization is becoming a source of controversy between him
and people like Jesse Jackson. Obama, in working with
these emerging black churches, now knows that there is
a fundamental shift happening that is consistent to what
[ outlined in that contract, and that it is being fleshed out
and made clearer and more understandable to the people
who are going to get it done.

FJM: From what you can tell, how would the election of
Barack Obama either help or hinder the advancement of
The Black Contract with America on Moral Values, es-
pecially within the black community?

Bishop Jackson: Well, I think right now, if he doesn’t
reform some of his thinking, he could hurt us, especially
in the area of the family breakdown with his stance on
abortion on demand and his current lack of commitment
to stand up and protect the sanctity of marriage. With a
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70% out of wedlock birth rate, we have a marital crisis in
the black community. One might say that we have a moral
crisis in America with the over sexualization of our culture,
so until he comes around in that area I believe we have
major problems.

He epitomizes the division in the church. The things
he is strongest on socially are part of the social justice di-
mension of Christian thinking. The things that he is weak-
est on, in my view, have to do with what [ call the personal
righteousness and holiness areas of the scriptures. So, the
Bible says in Psalms 89:14 that, “righteousness and justice
are the foundation of God's throne.” So, from a conceptual
point of view, Barack Obama can’t bring righteousness and
justice together, yet.

By contrast, many who are involved with the Repub-
lican Party often only emphasize what I'm going to call the
righteousness parts of the scripture. They’re against same
sex marriage, and against abortion, and against gambling,
and against pornography, and so on. And all of that is im-
portant, but you also have to be for something that creates
an atmosphere where people can be helped.

So I would say that if he (Obama) changes his
idea on some of these issues we’ve just discussed he
could be a very positive person for the black commu-
nity because through him we would have broken the
ultimate glass ceiling. But if he doesn’t change that
dimension of thinking, however; I'm going to say that
he could be a big, big problem. What we need is some-
one who can bring together a liberal / conservative
coalition and redefine, based on Biblical concepts,
what a real conservative is and what a real liberal is.
The way we are currently operating is polarizing and
not productive.

FJM: Bishop, in your opinion, how has Barack Obama's
campaign for the presidency of the United States changed
the way we view race in America? Will it continue to be a
major problem?

Bishop Jackson: I think it will continue to be an issue. 1
think Barack Obama’s candidacy simultaneously shows us
how far we’ve come in America, and how far we have to go.
As a person he is symbolic of what they call the talented
10% for whom there is no longer a glass ceiling, those who
would make it not matter what the odds are. But the other
90% still need a way of dealing with the systemic problems
that are in the black community. The danger is, if Barack
Obama becomes president, that we could be deceived and
believe that there is no longer a need to fix the systemic
problems of racism in America and those self-destructive
problems that exist within the black community.

FJM: Bishop, you speak of High Impact Black Churches
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and the political impact that their emerging leaders would
have. Could you please describe what an African Ameri-
can High Impact church is, and what role do you see them
playing in this upcoming presidential election.

Bishop Jackson: I believe a high impact black church is
just a church with a newer mindset that is goal oriented and
is not just locked into whatever the status quo tells us to do.
They are Biblically based — I like to use the term “Biblio-
centric” — but [ think that that kind of church is one that
understands that we now can make history if we will take
the time to approach our world from a Biblical perspective
and stay engaged as the historic black church has been en-
gaged in politics and policy for years.

[ am pushing for a moral agenda, and I believe that the
church’s impact in this election will be to actually swing it
and perhaps even make whoever becomes president adapt
his administration to meet our desires. Some of these issues
that are of moral consequence are going to be dealt with
because people are going to want our vote. It’s already hap-
pening with Obama and that’s why you're going to hear
McCain and his people start talking about protecting mar-
riage and abortion, and he is even looking at changing his
understanding about stem cell research. It's happening be-
cause people like me have sat down with his top people and
said, “hey, you've got to give us a choice. You can’t win un-
less you excite the base and we’re not going to vote for you
unless you put some beef on the table.”

FJM: You're describing for us an emerging high impact
black church that has political influence, but considering
that 70% of black children are born out of wedlock,
the millions of black babies that have been aborted,
and the unprecedented incarceration rate of black
men; has the black Church lost its influence within
its own communities? If so, how did this happen, and
how do we get that influence back?

Bishop Jackson: Wow, what a question. Let me give you
a point blank answer! The black church has lost its influ-
ence with the younger emerging generations, and it has tol-
erated a dilution of its message and ministry. So yes, it’s lost
some influence, but numerically, at one point upwards of
90% of the black population had some kind of affiliation
with the church. We still have about a 47% involvement
rate of blacks who say they are born again, and no other
ethnic group that | am aware has access to nearly half of its
people. So even though it has slipped, I still think that it’s
stronger than its white counterpart.

FJM: Back in 2005, you said “In my view, God has been
preparing the heart of President Bush to take a radial stand
for social justice in his next term. This could be the begin

Cont. on pg 50
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Racial Reconciliation:

Is 1£?

By Dr. Peggy Elliott

“Whose Responsibility

henever the word 'racism' is

written or spoken, it tends to

emit strong feelings of shame

and guilt or anger and hostility

in some individuals. Though the

words 'racial', 'racial relations'

and 'race reconciliation' are

more palatable and less explosive, even inviting to some

extent in conversation, they are no less demanding of our

attention as black Americans. An ebb and flow surrounds

the topic of racial reconciliation in America. However,

regardless of whether or not the individual addressing the

issue is a former-pastor or a presidential candidate. The

one truth in which we must all agree is that there is only

one race, the human race, yet we treat one another differ-
ently many times based on skin color alone.

The early 90's spawned the beginning of a racial recon-

ciliation movement that began publically tearing down the
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walls of racism. These acts of reconciliation were not planned
nor programmed. White men and women moved by God,
who, with a broken heart, and tears streaming down their
faces, asked their black brothers and sisters for forgiveness for
the cruel acts of slavery committed by their forefathers as slave
owners. They called for basins of water to wash their feet, re-
enacting what Jesus did with his disciples, showing himself as
a servant-leader. [ have also heard the same types of reconcil-
iation services held and reconciliation being made with Amer-
ican Indians and Hispanic brothers and sisters.

Rarely have I heard of a similar type of ministry where
black brothers and sisters ask for forgiveness from their white
counterparts. Why? Whose responsibility is race reconciliation
anyway! Aren't there ways that some of us have hurt and/or
wounded white Americans? Surely some would say that Black
America does not need to reconcile with its white brothers and
sisters, we do not need to repent for any of our behavior, because
it is their fault that we feel and act the way we do.



We never purchased white people to be our slaves,
ripped them from their homeland, destroyed their family
units, raped and pillaged them, nor took away their orig-
inal names and culture. These statements are indeed true.
Yet, the Word of God does not tell us to retaliate, nor to
harbor hatred in our hearts towards the perpetrations of
ill will. We are to forgive those who hurt us and to rec-
oncile to those willing to reconcile.

While we may not have enslaved white Americans,
many black Americans have held white America hostage
with unforgiveness and bitterness. In my newest book,
Finding Our True Freedom: How to Bring Healing to the
Broken Hearts of African Americans, one chapter is fo-
cused on how unforgiveness blocks blessings. Far too
many Black Americans, yes, even
those in the Body of Christ, have har-
bored anger, bitterness and resent-
ment towards white Americans and
feel justified. There is no doubt that
slavery was repugnant, that racism
still exists and is dastardly and inhu-
mane, but we can no longer afford to
escape a mandate from God, to for-
give others so that we might be for-
given and to not be conformed to the
things of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of our minds.

We have both power and control
over how we feel and treat white people.
As Jesse Lee Peterson, President of
BOND Ministries in Los Angeles, Calif.
says, "If we do not forgive, we become
like that which we hate." There are well
meaning white individuals who have ex-
perienced the sharp blows of our racism
towards them. Yes, I said it; it is possible
for black folks to be racist, when we de-
scribe racism as treating someone else
negatively because of the color of their
skin alone. I challenge black America to
search her heart. Though we are no
longer slaves, many of us are enslaved by unforgiveness.
Whenever we see or experience injustice, we are not to ignore
what is happening, but we are to deal with injustice head on.
But, if in doing so, we harbor unforgiveness, unforgiveness
then turns into bitterness, bitterness into hopelessness and
hopelessness into apathy. Apathy married with suppressed
anger often leads to premature death - spiritual, mental, emo-
tional and physical death.

So, whose responsibility is racial reconciliation? Is it the
Body of Christ? Those not serving the Lord are living in dark-
ness; therefore, they do not comprehend the things of God.
Thus because the way of the world is to hate and harbor re-
sentment, some black individuals, even some who have been
walking with the Lord for years, feel justified in being angry
and in rejecting white men and women as their brothers and
sisters. This is unacceptable to God.
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Though we are no
longer slaves, many of
us are enslaved by
unforgiveness.

Reconciliation is a mandate from God. We are to be
ministers of reconciliation. The word 'reconciliation' means
to change from enmity to friendship. It is mutual, i.e., it is a
change wrought in both parties who have been at enmity. In
Colossians 1:21, 22, the word there refers to a change in the
personal character of the sinner who ceases to be an
enemy to God by wicked works, and yields up to him his
full confidence and love. In 2 Corinthians 5:20 the apos-
tle beseeches the Corinthians to be "reconciled to God",
i.e., to lay aside their enmity.

In Ephesians 2:11-13, it says, "Therefore, remember that
formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called 'uncir-
cumsed' by those who call themselves 'the circumcision' re-
member that at that time you were separate from Christ,
excluded from citizenship in Israel and
foreigners to the covenants of the prom-
ise, without hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus you who
were once far away have been brought
near through the blood of Christ.”

Unforgiveness separates us from
Christ. When we are separated from
Him, we are not concerned about how
we treat our fellowman or woman. That's
the way of the world. Ephesians goes on
to say, "For he himself is our peace, who
has made the two one (we are to be one
in Christ, which can only happen at the
cross) and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in
his flesh the law with its commandments
and regulations. His purpose was to cre-
ate in Himself one new man (and
woman) out of the two, thus making
peace." Reconcilers are peacekeepers.
“And in this one body to reconcile both
of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility.
"For through Him we both have access
to the Father by one Spirit."

When we reconcile, and are in right
relationship with our white brothers and sister, we do not lose
who we are as black people. When we reconcile, that does
not make us 'sell-outs'. When we reconcile, that does not make
us less black. It makes us more as God desires us to be. Eph-
esians 3:6 says, "Through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs to-
gether with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers
together in the promise in Christ Jesus." Racial reconciliation:
Whose responsibility is it, anyway! Anyone who calls them-
selves a servant of God, a believer in Jesus Christ and who de-
pends on the power of the Holy Spirit to live a godly life. m

Dr. Peggy Elliott is the President and Founder of Dr. Peggy Elliott
Ministries. Elliott is an author and international conference
speaker on such issues as racial and cultural diversity, pro-life,
spiritual warfare, healing and deliverance. To order a copy of her
newest book, Finding Our True Freedom, please go to her web-
site www.drpeggyelliott.com. For information about speaking
engagements email: peggy@drpeggyelliott.com.
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The Justice Journey™ Experience 2008

From the Bridge to the Cross

By Rev. Alvin Bibbs

or the fifth year in a row, Chicago area local
churches from very different cultural and de-
nominational backgrounds have traveled to-
gether on what is now known as — The
Justice Journey. The Justice Journey is an
educational and spiritual pilgrimage into
southern cities connected with one of the
most important movements in our nation’s history — the
Civil Rights Movement.

The ultimate destination for the Justice Journey is
nothing short of racial reconciliation in the American
church and social justice in the nation. Getting there may
take a very long time, but we are on our way and the Justice
Journey is one incredible resource to assist in the process.

The 2008 Justice Journey began on June 16th and
ended on June 21st, “but the true journey has only begun,”
says Rev. Alvin C. Bibbs, Sr. the Founder and Lead Facili-
tator of the Justice Journey.

The vision behind the Justice Journey is — To be one,
the church united racially and socially. The main reason
for this vision statement is quite simple. It doesn’t take
long for any Bible-believing person to notice that even
today in 2008, local worshipping centers around the coun-
try on Sunday morning continue to be homogeneous in
nature. At some point, wise spiritual leaders who are will-
ing to take some risks must examine why this sad phenom-
enon continues to exist and then attempt to do something
about it. Consequently, the Justice Journey is one small at-
tempt at tackling this humongous dilemma.

In addition to the vision of the Justice Journey there
are three core purposes which the journey attempts to live
out ‘during’ and ‘after’ the experience:

1. Relationship - To build connections indi-
vidually and corporately during and after the
Justice Journey experience

2. Reconciliation - To build awareness of
the need for reconciliation by learning about
history and how it has impacted socio-eco-
nomic realities today
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3. Resource Sharing - To initiate change
by partnering on local community initiatives

“Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of

God’s children.”
—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

March on Washington, August 28, 1963

“These core purposes are absolutely essential to the
Justice Journey’s overall effectiveness. It is our desire that
each member on the bus captures a vision for becoming
Biblical reconcilers within their church and local commu-
nity,” says Rev. Bibbs.

We remind everyone that the Justice Journey is not a
vacation or a trip. A trip has a ‘beginning’ and an ‘end
point’ affiliated with it — for that reason, the Justice Journey
is a life-long experience that leads a journeyer on a trans-
formational encounter that will affect their lives and their
Christian worldview forever.

Eight Key Elements of the Justice Journey

The Justice Journey has proven its effectiveness in as-
sisting African American, Caucasian and Hispanic believ-
ers in addressing the painful racial divisions between them
from a Christian perspective. Unlike seminars or work-
shops that examine these issues on an academic level, the
Justice Journey combines eight elements that enable par-
ticipants to go deeper and make real progress, individually
and collectively, toward racial reconciliation and social jus-
tice endeavors.

1. Learning by Experience — “... truth requires a
maximum effort to see through the eyes of strangers, for-
eigners and enemies.” Taylor Branch, Pillar of Fire:
America in the King Years 1963-1965

The Justice Journey is centered on experiential
learning, taking participants to the places where the
Civil Rights Movement was fought, introducing them
to the “foot soldiers” of the Movement, and examining
the lasting divisions in our society. This type of learn-
ing quickly leads to accelerated understanding more
than just lectures or readings alone. One of the most



powerful experiences on the Justice Jour-
ney takes place at the Slavery & Civil War
Museum in Selma, where the group partic-
ipates in a re-enactment of the loading of a
slave ship and experiences some of the hu-
miliation and fear involved.

2. Building Relationships — “The entire
experience convicted me of my responsibility
in being intentional in my relationships and
being conscious of my reaction and interac-
tions with dll people of every nationdlity and culture.”
—Anonymous Justice Journey Participant

The structure of the Justice Journey promotes one-
on-one and small group interaction, creating safe places
for people to interact across racial lines. The journey em-
phasizes small group interaction which allows partici-
pants’ time and space to process each day’s events. In
addition, relationship building starts prior to the experi-
ence through a carefully guided orientation session for
everyone participating on the journey. The educational

component of the journey is led by a team of
faculty members who have devoted their lives
as ambassadors of justice and racial reconcilia-
tion causes. Dr. Jennifer Kottler and Dr. John
Perkins were two faculty members available on
the entire journey for constant interaction with
participants.

3. Challenging Assumptions — “We can
make a difference. We can get over our ha-
tred. We don’t have to accept what we have
— the deaths in New Orleans, the killings in Jack-
son, Mississippi — but we can’t do it with a divided
church. God wants dall of us to be involved.” —Dr.
John Perkins President John Perkins Foundation for
Reconciliation and Development

Participants hear provocative lectures ~and visit
historical sites throughout the week. The group views
documentaries and movies that challenge their under-
standing of American values of fairness and equality,
including a film on prejudice and racial discrimina-
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tion. During the orientation Dr. Michael Emerson, au-
thor of Divided by Faith, and Associate Professor of Reli-
gion at Rice University, provides some in-depth teaching
on multi-cultural realities facing local churches today.

4. Taking a Biblical View —
down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flow-
ing stream.” —Amos 5:24

The concepts of justice and righteousness, deeply
embedded throughout the Old and New Testaments,
are the focus of Biblically-based teachings on racial

“But let justice roll

reconciliation and social justice. Dr. Larry Lloyd, Presi-
dent of Crichton College, in Memphis, TN provided an

introduction to God’s heart for justice and righteousness
and offered concrete suggestions for Christians who wish
to address and advocate for changes when it comes to
racial equality and social fairness in the land.
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5. Calling for Repentance— “Before God can change
the world, He will have to change the Body of Christ.
This whole experience is about brokenness. You have to
be broken for God to use you.” —Rev. Dearal Jordan,
Director of Pastoral Care, Salem Baptist Church

At some point in every Justice Journey, the par-
ticipants are led to a place of conviction for their own
personal sins and complicities in racial prejudice and
injustice, followed by a call to repentance. During the
service at the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birming-
ham, Dr. Perkins gave an impassioned message on for-
giveness and grace, and Rev. Dearal Jordan led the
group in communion and a prayer for repentance. This
moment truly captures the essence of why the journey
exists — to offer our lives back to God as living sacri-
fices for him — in the same place where four little girls
lost their lives due to the evils of society.




6. Celebrating the Progress—“Discussion with seat-
mates and in small groups gave me a new awareness of
social disparities between races; lectures helped me to
see that the church has a responsibility to be the leader
in racial reconciliation and social justice.” —Anony-
mous Justice Journey participant

The Justice Journey is an extremely intense experi-
ence, leading people to difficult places of understanding.
It is important to spend time celebrating the commitment
of the participants to encounter the truth about them-
selves and society. This year, Dr. A.G. Miller, Religion
Professor at Oberlin College, shared an insightful message
that helps participants translate this experience into ac-
tion. At the close of the Journey, the participants cele-
brate with a banquet, and a time of worship and laughter
led by Rev. Dr. Rudy Howard, founding president of Luke
4:18 Ministries, Memphis.

7. Structuring the Follow-Through — “How do you
account for a church that is 100 million strong and we
are like apartheid on Sunday morning? We have to
capture in our minds that we are one in Jesus Christ.”
— Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, President, The Skinner
Institute, previous Justice Journey Faculty Member

Participants of the Justice Journey begin to develop
relationships that they wish to take further. We encourage
each church that participates to meet with Justice Journey
alumni after the journey to listen to stories of how God is
at work in their lives. Our hope is that each church on the
journey will continue to lift up the values learned and
begin to incorporate the learnings within their church cul-
ture. We continue to hear stories of how churches from
previous journeys are engaging formally and informally
with each other.

8. Leading by Example— “A lack of love is a moral
failure. God has been working with me about how I
need to use my wvoice to speak into situations of in-
justice.” —Anonymous Participant

The Justice Journey participants, for the most part,
represent key leaders and staff members of various
churches, who are empowered by their senior leaders to
lift these very important values extremely high within the
different departments they are leading and amongst their
colleagues. It is also hoped that Senior Pastors and other
senior leaders within a given church would take strong
positions on social justice and reconciliation, backing up
their teaching with public action.

“Now dll these things are from God, who reconciled us to

Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconcili-
ation, namely, that God was in Chyist reconciling the world to
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He
has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating
through us; we beg you on behdlf of Chuist, be reconciled to
God.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-20

Justice Journey Future

The Justice Journey is intended to serve as a model for
churches across America to make the same pilgrimage of
reconciliation — a pilgrimage toward the truth about the
racial divisions and injustices in our society, in our
churches, in our neighborhoods and in our hearts. We
plan to utilize the Justice Journey template as a resource to
be offered by the Willow Creek Association to other
churches nationwide who desire to put together their own
Justice Journey experience.

By participating in the Justice Journey, churches
benefit by:
e Being able to utilize the journey as a spring-
board for future conversations in their church for
how to be intentional and inclusive in their
church environment regarding race.

e Participants being able to experience what
true Biblical community is like and then trans-
ferring that experience back into their church
setting through stories, small group settings, etc.

e  Gaining a broader perspective of racial dis-
crimination and social disparities so that their
church is better positioned to advocate in their
community and region as God leads them.

“We're excited at the potential to cross the racial
divide in the Christian church and in our society by pro-
moting a greater understanding of the issues that divide
us. We plan to lead Justice Journeys every year to give
people the opportunity to experience the hope of recon-
ciliation and to understand the role that the local church
can play in elevating its engagement in social justice
ministry”. —Debbie Kreml, Co-Founder of the Justice Journey m

Rev. Alvin C. Bibbs Sr. is the executive director of multicultural church
relations at Willow Creek Association. He can be reached at
abibbs@willowcreek.org. For more information on how a Justice
Journey can be offered in your area or through your local church
contact: Debbie Kreml, at justicejourney@willowcreek.org or call
224.512.1496 between 9 and 4 PM (CST).
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First Blacks in Congress
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FIRST COLDRED SENATOR AND REPRESENTATIVES
In the 41%F and 42"." Congress of the United States

MEW YO PUBLIASED WY CURMES A VEL B NASRAL RTARE T

fe38 L -

Passed by Congress February 26, 1869. Ratified February 3, 1870, the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
gave the vote to all male citizens regardless of color or previous condition of servitude. It reads as follows:

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or
by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude—

Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

African Americans became involved in the political process not only as voters but also as governmental represen-
tatives at the local, state and national level. Although whites often contested their elections, and members of the leg-
islative bodies were usually reluctant to receive them, many African American men ably served their country during
Reconstruction. Pictured here from left to right are Senator Hiram R. Revels of Mississippi and Representatives Benjamin
S. Turner of Alabama, Robert C. De Large of S. Carolina, Josiah T. Walls of Florida, Jefferson H. Long of Georgia, Joseph
H. Rainey of S. Carolina, and Robert Brown Elliot of S. Carolina.

(Freedom’s Journal Magazine proudly features this historic replica of the “first [African Americans] to serve as mem-
bers of the 41st and 42nd U.S. Congress” as part of its official logo).
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“He who succeeds in the sight of heaven, does his duty,

even though, in the sight of men, he has failed, utterly
failed.”

—Horaty (Rfodes (Revel:



ith the call “for change”
louder (and

growing
louder) among African
American voters on either
side; the matter of race
may be essential to deter-
mining the next president
of the United States. And while most celebrate
the historic implications of a ‘first black’ presi-
dent; many still cling in anticipation to Dr. King’s
dream that every man (or woman)...“not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the con-
tent of their character.”

Among these are the Republicans for Black
Empowerment (RBE), a grassroots coalition
based in Washington, D.C. dedicated to invest-
ing in the political future of Black Americans
through “raising awareness of
the benefits offered by conser-
vative solutions to the black
community’s concerns”. This
includes RBEs goal of “tapping
into the personal potential of
Black Americans to provoke
critical thinking, increase black
Republican candidates, and empower individuals
and groups to take leadership roles within their
communities”.

According to Don Scoggins, RBE’s chair-
man, the organization aims “to build on the
current interest and psychological lift created
by the Obama campaign, to encourage future
generations of critical thinkers”. He says the
“RBE is committed to ongoing partnerships
with Historical Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs), the Congressional Black Caucus, and
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“...racial pride
is ultimately a poor
substitute for policy
differences”

Republicans For
Black Empowerment

By Jennifer Salley

others, as a means of providing alternative images
to combat issues of race”. Scoggins believes that
by dispelling negative ‘Uncle Tom’ stereotypes,
“black conservatives become agents of change
who add (to the public discourse) a much needed
dose of conservatism, which is ‘head and shoul-
ders’ above mainstream socialistic thetoric”. Al-
though acutely aware of the challenges facing the
Republican Party in the upcoming presidential
elections, Scoggins agrees that “racial pride is ul-
timately a poor substitute for policy differences”.
And though he publicly acknowledges Obama’s
trail blazing efforts in breaking down racial bar-
riers, he believes “that more effort must be made
to highlight key issues and traditional values, re-
gardless of color”.

RBE’s key program goals include: “establish-
ing a network for black conservatives; formation
of state and local black Republi-
can organizations; educational
activities, and support of candi-
dates
aligned with improving the

and public policies
lives of Blacks by emphasizing
reduced government depend-
ency, personal savings and in-
vestment, educational reform, economic
empowerment, and equal opportunity”. [For
more information on the Republicans for Black
Empowerment, visit: www.theblackgop.com.]

Freedom'’s Voices spotlight is devoted to promoting
awareness of civic, social and religious organizations,
which share the views and support FJM cause of revi-
talizing conservative (L.I.E.T) principles, freedom and a
judicious political process that reflects the traditions,
values and issues facing our nation’s African American
constituency.




I am a Republican, a black, dyed in the wool Republican,
and I never intend to belong to any other party than the
party of freedom and progress.

Fiedetide Dorgflcc . 1817-95)



Dirty

lan Leaders Are"AdW
Un-Christian Personal Agendas s, ces Leore, i

ecent public comments from the pulpit of
The Trinity United Church of Christ in
Chicago by its former pastor, the Reverend
Jeremiah Wright, and those uttered by one
of his closest associates, Father Michael
Pfleger of St. Sabina Parish, have launched
a firestorm of heated discussions throughout
the nation and its media concerning the black church,
racism, and the peculiar role that religious leaders play in
campaigning for political candidates.

Comments by pastors John Hagee, Rod Parsely, and,
most recently, James Dobson of Focus on the Family have
insured that the maelstrom of discussion is not unevenly
slanted to either the left or the right in this controversy.
Many contend that their voices offer counterbalance to
the likes of Wright, Rev. Al Sharpton, and Pfleger as faith
leaders who extend themselves beyond their pulpits and
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seek to leverage their political clout.

The ongoing controversies are raising some very im-
portant questions concerning both the roles that faith lead-
ers play in shaping public opinion and motivating support
for political candidates, as well as their own personal stances
on critically important social issues including abortion,
racism, homosexuality, and even popular music.

Where should the leaders of the church stand on
these issues, and exactly what distinctive ideology under-
girds their publicly declared positions concerning them?
Many today are left to wonder if prominent preachers and
pastors are taking positions that accurately reflect the
tenets of the Christian faith that they claim to represent,
or do they have their own personal agendas that they are
seeking to advance? Is the ministry simply the most effec-
tive platform from which they can build a like-minded
constituency? Exactly what do the collars they wear rep-
resent, and whose interest do they actively seek to serve?



In recent years, | and many others have become in-
creasingly more appalled at the shameless way that some
so-called leaders attempt to wrap Christianity around
themselves in order to camouflage their selfish obsessions
with personal enrichment, and political empowerment.

By advancing the populist social agendas of those
who have economic and political clout — but who make
no pretense of commitment to honor and maintain the
traditional Judeo-Christian values upon which this great
nation was established — these ministers are burning what
could be called “strange fires” on altars of sacrifice that
are unrecognizable to those of us who are true believers
of the Holy Bible and see the world from a uniquely
Judeo-Christian perspective.

Many famously popular clerics claim that their faith
informs their public positions, but as
a Christian who follows Biblical doc-
trine very closely, 1 question, as
Barack Obama recently did, what
type of Christianity some of these
leaders are advocating.

The clerical collars behind which
they operate seem to be stained and
dirty if their claims of Christianity are
to be judged by the politics they prac-
tice and by who they choose to em-
power through their political and
organizational support.

Like most ministers, | was taught
and teach those under my care that
your doctrine (that which you be-
lieve) influences your discipline (the
way in which you behave).

[ was told that people should be
able to understand your beliefs by
observing your behavior.

Watching the behavior of some
prominent ministers during this most
recent political campaign is raising
some very serious questions for me as to exactly what the
doctrinal positions are that are guiding the Christian
church of the new millennium.

What doctrine, one might ask, influences the behavior
of a Father Michael Pfleger of Chicago when he stands be-
fore a congregation, as he did recently, and spews out
racially polarizing invectives in an effort to support Senator
Barack Obama’s campaign to become the Democratic nom-
inee over the formerly popular Hillary Clinton?

Did it matter to him that his comments failed to serve
that which is believed to be the prime directive of the
Christian church, to promote the love of God and recon-
ciliation to Him and to each other? I don’t think it did, as
he apparently had a personal agenda based on racial politics
that took priority over his mandate to preach love and for-
giveness through the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Many black

ministers use the
injustices of slavery
and segregation in
America as an excuse
to defend the most
hateful anti-American
speech and actions
by those who follow
a liberation
theology...

The Apostle Paul, who Christians recognize as the
primary architect of the Christian church, was very spe-
cific in his description of that which would be the world
agenda for the church. In a letter he wrote to the body
of believers in Corinth, Greece, he emphasized that the
agenda of the Christian church would be reconciliation.

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting men's sins against them. And he has com-
mitted to us the message of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:18-19 *New International Version

Very seldom, if ever, have I heard the likes of Jesse
Jackson, Al Sharpton, or Jeremiah Wright in their nu-
merous television appearances preach the gospel of love
and reconciliation between those who
had been oppressed and their former
oppressors.  When you hear them
speak, it’s obvious that their doctrine
and that of many so-called church
leaders is not reconciliation, but retal-
iation.

Many black ministers use the in-
justices of slavery and segregation in
America as an excuse to defend the
most hateful anti-American speech
and actions by those who follow a lib-
eration theology — a theology that
does not advance the notion of recon-
ciliation, but one of retaliation which
celebrates any misfortune that hap-
pens to America as something that is
deserved and divinely orchestrated.

Did they learn nothing from the
example of those great social and reli-
gious leaders who led huge social up-
risings for justice and equality before
them?

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who
founded The Southern Christian Leadership Council
(SCLQ), fully understood the great directive of reconcil-
iation and firmly established it to his membership by de-
claring that “our goal is not victory, it’s reconciliation.”

Even in the face of brutal resistance from those who
opposed them in the civil rights movement, their response
was purely Christ-like in that they desired to see this nation
reconciled to the divine principles that had been estab-
lished in it’s founding documents. They did not pray for
nor advocate the destruction of this nation, but rather de-
sired to see its people, of all races and backgrounds, recon-
ciled to each other as loving brother and sisters.

Did they learn nothing for Jesus, Himself, who led the
world’s most impacting and transformational popular uprising
against social injustice and founded the ministry or recon-
ciliation? That’s what the collar and he who wears it are sup-
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posed to represent in thought, word, and public deed.
No wonder most of these ministers have forgone the
clergy collar and replaced it with expensive suits and
silk shirts.

And what about the critical social issues that are
defining our nation and the moral principles upon
which it will stand? What doctrinal understanding
motivates the Christian leaders of today who support
the anti-biblical and anti-Christian philosophies that
are being advanced in our legislatures and courts, and
being embraced in the hearts of our people? Just how
dirty can clergy collars get in support of society’s de-
mands for broad based acceptance of abhorrent and
unrighteous social behaviors! I'm almost too afraid
to imagine, but we do have some unfortunate exam-
ples to draw from.

In 1999, as a member of The Life Education and
Resource Network (LEARN), I attended a counter
protest in Washington, D.C. of an ecumenical group
called The Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice (RCRC) as they hosted their "Breaking the
Silence" summit on black sexuality which attracted
over 600 clergy and laity.

Summit speakers, which included Jeremiah
Wright, defended not only the continued full avail-
ability of abortion on demand for women of all ages
throughout America, but also the full acceptance of
homosexuality by churches and the distribution of
contraceptives to sexually active children.

Although the RCRC was comprised primarily of
predominantly white religious bodies, their summit
had at its core, the desire to enlist more socially con-
servative black churches into the abortion rights and
sexual liberation movements.

The RCRC was absolutist in its defense of abor-
tion on demand, even defending the legality of the
horrific late-term procedure known as “partial-birth
abortion.” For reasons that make absolutely no com-
mon or religious sense to me, they even opposed
parental notification and consent laws for under-age
teen-agers seeking abortions.

During one of his presentations at the event, Jer-
emiah Wright, then the pastor of Trinity United
Church of Christ in Chicago, told the RCRC audi-
ence that he once had been "homophobic" but now
accepts that God has created a certain number of an-
imals in each species to be attracted to the same sex.

He told parents to accept their children's homo-
sexuality and to avoid the example of Saul in the
Bible, who Wright believes opposed Jonathan because
of a homosexual relationship with David.

Wright received thunderous applause when he
concluded by saying "fag hags [meaning women who
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support homosexual causes] need to rise up and put
Homo-bashers in their place."

Ten years later, one of Pastor Wright’s most
prominent protégés, Senator Barack Obama, is run-
ning to become the President of the United States
and promises that, if elected, he would seek to over-
turn the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which
prohibits same-sex marriages.

It should be easily recognized that neither Pastor
Wright's collars nor hands are clean when it comes to
spreading a doctrine that is neither Christian or in
the best interest of this nation. Thanks to Youtube
and the 24 cable news cycle, that fact has become
painfully obvious to many people who were shocked
and thoroughly disgusted by the hateful rantings of
Pastor Wright as well as the cheerful support of his
ideals by his blindly loyal followers.

While watching the many video segments de-
picting Wright's anti-American and racist diatribes, I
could not help but relate the reaction of his followers
as they cheered him on in his hate speech with those
followers seen in black and white footage cheering on
a defiant and hate-filled Hitler or Mussolini.

Let me be clear, I am not suggesting any moral
equivalence between Pastor Wright and Adolph
Hitler — but I will go as far as saying that those who
cheered him on for all those years and still seek to
excuse his hate speech are just as guilty as those who
ignorantly supported the hatred and fascism that
Hitler propagated.

It is absolutely shameful the way that Wright and
other dirty-collared ministers conduct themselves in
the pulpit. And it is equally appalling the way that
those who attend their churches and who join their
organizations fall right in line to not only defend the
leftist liberal leanings of their leaders, but also seek to
arrogate to them the right to be indignant when being
called on their complicacy and ignorance.

To me, their actions are as antithetical to a
proper understanding of scripture as those of the Rev-
erend Finis Dakes who misapplied scripture and in-
sisted that there were “30 Biblical Reasons for
Segregation.” Sadly, many racist churches and organ-
izations believed his madness and wrought severe pain
and havoc on thousands of innocent black people liv-
ing in the South. His teachings led many to be com-
fortable in not only wearing dirty white collars, but
also in donning dirty white sheets that represented a
fatally flawed vision of the Christian faith.

“The shepherds are senseless and do not inquire
of the LORD; so they do not prosper and all their
flock is scattered.” Dirty collars will lead us nowhere
we should want to go.m



“Dr. Wallace’s story is a testimony of integrity and faith
experienced by many, but told by only a few. His account
Is a compelling reminder that those values are enduring
despite the negative forces to the contrary.”

Foreword By Bishop Arthur M. Brazier

ERIC M. WALLACE

Herman Cain, President and CEO
THE New Voice, Inc.

hrough the ages, God has chosen men after His
own heart to confound the wise and energize the
weak. Old Testament heroes like Moses, Abra-
ham, Isaac and King David were imperfect men
who God ultimately perfected because of their
faith in the midst of hardship and trials.

Dr. Eric M. Wallace is a 21st century replica of those heroes, a
man whose ongoing faith journey is one that will encourage
and inspire you.

While traveling through the numerous peaks and valleys of
his life, Wallace learns to appreciate his family and heritage
in a new and uplifting way. Then building on those lessons,
his story of hope and faith will challenge you to discover a
new purpose and energize you to commit to the Lord and His
people your best.

Through sharing his life’s travels as a janitor, a theological
student, a youth minister to his experience as political candi-
date, Dr. Wallace in “Integrity of Faith” gives insight into the
heart of a modern day Abraham as he strives to honor his
Lord and exemplify God's perfecting power to his family and
those about him.

Available at a book store near you or visit
www.integritybooks.net



‘Failing Schools and Local Districts
- Undermining Families NCLB Options
...

qual Magazine o

July/August 2008



ne of the major promises of the
federal No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB) has been that kids in
chronically bad schools will be
able to reach beyond those insti-
tutions for help. According to a
U.S. Department of Education re-
port released in April, however, few kids have been
using those options, and it's not due only to disinterest.

The report--Volume IV in the department's
"State and Local Implementation of the No Child
Left Behind Act" series--examines implementation
of NCLB's school choice and supplemental educa-
tional services (SES) provisions through the 2004-
05 school year.

Under the law, parents with children in schools
that receive federal Title I funds and fail for two consec-
utive years to make adequate yearly progress (AYP) on
state assessments--schools deemed "in need of improve-
ment'"--are entitled to choose for their child a school in
a district not deemed as needing improvement. In
schools that miss AYP for another year, students must
be offered free tutoring as well as choice.

Using Choice

The good news in the report is that more stu-
dents used choice and supplemental services in the
2003-04 and 2004-05 school years than in NCLB's
first year. In 2002-03, only 18,000 students nation-
wide used the school choice option provided by the
law, and 42,000 used SES. By contrast, in 2003-04,
38,000 students nationwide took advantage of
school choice and 233,000 used SES. Data were un-
available on SES for 2004-05, but 45,000 students
nationwide used school choice.

Despite increases in absolute usage, findings
about the percentage of eligible students using the
NCLB options were less positive: Only 17 percent
of eligible students used SES in 2003-04, and only
1 percent of eligible students took advantage of
public school choice in 2003-04 and 2004-05.

The report offers several explanations for why
choice and SES utilization were not greater. One is
that in many districts choice options simply aren't
available. The report notes 77 percent of districts
have only one high school, 67 percent have only
one middle school, and 53 percent have only one
elementary school.

Undermining the Law

Another reason for low take-up is that parents
don't feel exercising their options would be worth
the effort it would require.

For instance, 75 percent of eligible parents who
didn't use choice said it was because their child's
assigned school "is located in a place that's easy to get
to." Forty-six percent of eligible parents who didn't use
tutoring said it was because the times when tutoring
was available were "not good for my family."

Most damning, however, is that districts themselves
might be undermining NCLB's options. Researchers
found in the 2004-05 school year only 29 percent of dis-
tricts that were required to offer school choice notified
eligible parents of their options before the first day of
school. In addition, district letters notifying parents of
their options were often "confusing, misleading, or bi-
ased in favor of district-provided services."

Kara Hornung, director of communications at
the nonprofit Center for Education Reform in
Bethesda, Maryland, said these latter findings are
an indication too many district administrators are
out to protect themselves instead of doing what the
law requires and what is best for students. "They're
trying to keep people in their districts, whether
they like it or not," Hornung said.

Evading Consequences

With that as a distinct possibility, in late April
the U.S. Department of Education proposed several
new regulations to address the problem. These
would include requiring districts to notify choice-
eligible families of their options at least 14 days before
the beginning of the school year and providing
clear information about the availability and benefits
of supplemental services.

Dan Lips, an education analyst at The Heritage
Foundation in Washington, DC, while encouraged
by the proposed regulations, did not think they'd
end district evasion.

"If enacted, the Department of Education's new
regulations would be an improvement over existing
law," Lips said. "Unfortunately, I fear many public
school systems will still find a way to get around
these provisions and deny parents these options—as
many have successfully done since 2002."

Neal McCluskey (nmccluskey@cato.org) is associate director of the
Cato Institute's Center for Educational Freedom.
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eorgia Gov. Sonny Perdue (R) has
signed into law a pair of measures in-
tended to make High Deductible
Health Plans (HDHPs) paired with
Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
more affordable and available in the
state's insurance market. Critics have
called the new laws "little more than a hefty tax break for
insurers," according to the Associated Press. But health fi-
nance experts have lauded Georgia's new policy as the
country's first attempt at a market-based, consumer-di-
rected solution to the nation's health coverage crisis.
Among other market-based adjustments, the new laws
exempt HSASs from state and local premium taxes, which
is expected to save consumers and insurers nearly $150 mil-
lion. "This legislation encourages more consumer choice
by making quality, affordable health care coverage more
available," said Perdue at the bill's May 10 signing. "More
insured citizens means lower costs for all taxpayers, and pre-
ventative care means a healthier population. It will also
allow small business owners to provide low-cost health in-
surance to employees and their families."

Tax Exemptions

House Bill 977, the first of the two bills, exempts insur-
ers who provide HDHPs that include HSAs from having to
pay state and local taxes on the premiums charged for those
policies. It also allows people to deduct the amount paid in
premiums from their state income taxes. The exemption
and deduction are expected to save insurers and consumers
nearly $150 million per year.

The legislation also provides a $250 annual tax
credit for small business employers that spend at least
that amount each year to enroll their employees in an
HSA plan. HB 977 will allow the state commissioner
of insurance to fast-track approval of employer-spon-
sored HSA plans. It will also allow insurers to reward
their HSA policyholders for healthy lifestyle changes,
a key measure in the government's ongoing attempt to
focus as high a percentage of health care spending as
possible on prevention, rather than treatment.

Honoring Consumer Choice

Senate Bill 383 was designed as a complement to
HB 977, with two added provisions. First, SB 383 of-
ficially states that Health Reimbursement Accounts
(HRAS)--employer-sponsored accounts that allow
employees to use pre-tax dollars to pay for certain ver-
ified health expenses, including health insurance--
which are not packaged with individual health
insurance policies do not qualify as "insurance" for
state recognition purposes.

Second, SB 383 declares HSA plans must comply
with the consumer choice option under current law,
meaning the insured will be able to choose any willing
provider so long as that policyholder pays any increase
in premiums and costs that are incurred after initial
enrollment.

'‘Patient-Centered Solutions’

"Georgians suffer from skyrocketing health care and
insurance costs," said State Sen. Judson Hill (R-Marietta),
one of the chief architects of the Senate bill. This legisla-
tion "makes Georgia the first state to deliver a patient-
centered, prevention-focused, free-market solution
providing greater financial security to thousands of our
working families through more affordable health insur-
ance,”" he said.

Market analysts largely concurred, saying Geor-
gia's plan could serve as a model for other states cur-
rently struggling to effectively solve their health
insurance problems. "This bill is a smart move for
Georgia," said Paul Guppy, research director at the
Washington Policy Center. "By reducing taxes on
HSAs, state lawmakers are cutting the cost of health
insurance and allowing Georgians to own their own
health benefit, without being dependent on an em-
ployer or government program."

‘Edge’ in Attracting Businesses

"This policy initiative not only helps reduce the
number of uninsured," Guppy continued, but it will
also "give Georgia an edge over other states in attract-
ing new businesses." Oklahoma State Rep. Doug Cox
(R-Grove), an M.D. and chairman of the state assem-
bly's public health committee, lauded the new Geor-
gia legislation, saying, "As Oklahoma studies health
care policy over the interim, we will examine the pro-
gressive changes Georgia has undertaken. "Georgia
has now proven to be a leader in addressing the health
care issues facing our nation," Cox added.

‘Model for Other States’

"Georgia has made a major addition to the variety of
state approaches for increasing coverage and lowering
costs," said Greg Scandlen, director of Consumers for
Health Care Choices. "It may become a model for other
states once it is tested in the marketplace." However,
Scandlen warned, the legislation should be seen as only
the first step in a lengthy process of establishing a nation-
wide market-based health care system. m

Jeff Emanuel (emanuel@heartland.org) is The Heartland Institute's
research fellow for health care policy and managing editor of
Health Care News.
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By: Lee H. Walker

y has the current debate
on immigration reform
incited so much passion
and become the new
"third rail" of politics?
Perhaps the sheer num-
ber of illegal immigrants

currently living in the U.S. is the cause of the
increased heat. In 1986 when immigration was
last reformed, there were roughly three million
illegal immigrants in the U.S. Now there are ap-
proximately 12 million - maybe more. Addition-
ally, the promises of tougher enforcement that
were part of the 1986 amnesty agreement never
materialized, and many constituents no longer
trust their representatives to follow through on
their promises.

However, I believe that at the core, the im-
migration debate hinges on two primary factors.
On one level, the debate is about race relations,
and on another level it is naked partisan politics.
On the political level, most Democrats seem to
be in favor of comprehensive immigration re-
form. A small group of Democrats, however, in-
cluding many black leaders, are opposing reform.
Without a doubt, most of the illegal immigrants
in question would likely vote for Democrats if al-
lowed to vote, which means additional help for
the party in 2008 and beyond. This would seem
to benefit blacks, largely aligned with the Dem-
ocratic Party, which makes their dissent on this
issue so unexpected.

Republicans clearly have no incentive to
commit political suicide, so why would they sup-
port amnesty? Their only motivation is to some-
how avoid the "anti-immigrant" label that comes
from opposing President Bush, himself a supporter
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of immigration reform. The partisan squabbling
between Democrats and Republicans explains
why illegal immigration is so difficult to solve, es-
pecially on the run-up to a Presidential election.

With respect to the racial dynamic, most
blacks in political and community leadership po-
sitions are opposed to immigration based on the
conventional wisdom that the low skilled work-
ers coming across the border from Mexico are
taking jobs from blacks and the poor. However,
recent studies do not support this theory.

Black concerns stem not so much from the
current statistics as from the history of American
immigration. It is a well known fact among
blacks that America's free-market system has
had a long standing preference for immigrant
labor over indigenous black workers, even when
indigenous blacks would have cost less to em-
ploy. Booker T. Washington implored the South
in vain after the Civil War to hire blacks rather
than import immigrants to fill the labor force.
Even the Chinese, who were initially kept out
of the country by law, were brought in to build
the railroads and supply cheap labor in lieu of
blacks. Whites overcame their racist objections
to the Chinese before they would hire blacks in
large numbers, despite the fact that the Chinese
arrived without being able to speak English.

The point is that immigration policy has al-
ways uncovered a form of discrimination and/or
racism, and this present debate is no exception.
Now, interestingly enough, we are beginning to
hear comments like "blacks and whites will have
to band together to protect our country from the
immigrants." Unfortunately, I hate to admit that
some blacks are buying into this. One such orga-
nizational leader speaking recently before the
Subcommittee on Immigration in the House of
Representatives stated that "The interests of black
Americans are clear: No amnesty, no guest work-
ers, enforce the immigration law." The solution to
black's economic woes, however, is not turning
back immigrants; it is equipping native blacks
with the basic skills and attitudes towards work
that will enable them to compete. It is truer now
than ever before that education continues to be
the best road to freedom in our Republic rather
than relying on an abundance of low skilled jobs.

There was one black leader who found a
solution to the immigration issue without

Cont. on pg 50
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Common Sense

By Armstrong Williams

he great patriot Thomas Paine
once wrote, “a long habit of not
thinking a thing wrong, gives it
a superficial appearance of
being right.” Though Paine was
railing  against American

colonists’ complacency in the
face of British tyranny, the same can be said today
of many American citizens whose lives are tyran-
nized by the labyrinthine bureaucracy our society
has become. Like the colonists, many Americans
have succumb to habits of thought that, left, un-
examined, are threatening to steal their liberty.
We desperately need a return to common sense
in this country if we want to turn things around.

One of the primary obstacles to common
sense, and hence a principle cause of personal en-
slavement, is the modern educational system. It’s
not that education is an evil in itself. In fact, a
true education, one that brings out strengths, tal-
ents and independence of thought, is actually a
liberating influence. But today’s education sys-
tem, with its over-standardization, testing and
endless abstractions, has become a system of tau-
tologies and ‘constructed truths’ that are solely
self-referential, and have no bearing whatsoever
on the real world.

Everyone knows someone who is highly ed-
ucated, perhaps possesses a master’s degree in busi-
ness, or a PhD in higher education, who can
never seem to balance his or her checkbook and
has trouble keeping a job. Yet these people seem
to know it all. Whenever you talk to them, they
are full of advice about how you should run your
life, or how the Chinese should treat their work-
ers. However, a closer inspection of their own
lives often reveals a tenuous mess on the precipice
of disaster. These “walking bureaucracies” as I call
them are hampered by indecision. They spend
more time thinking about how to act than acting.
And they greatly suffer because of it.

On the other hand, there are many people
without much formal education who make won-

derful contributions to society. You can find them
at the pinnacle of business and industry. While
they might not have a PhD, they and their families
have found a way to thrive in this country. They
often lead better and more rewarding lives than
those with multiple degrees. What makes these
people succeed when others who are seemingly
better prepared end up failing? The answer lies in
the basics: hard work, thrift, faith in God, com-
passion and humility. These enduring qualities
have stood the test of time. What’s more, these are
God-given qualities, endowed on all human be-
ings, and expressed in the highest nature of a free
society. One does not need to be born with a silver
spoon in one’s mouth to attain them.

Declining common sense in average citi-
zen stems from a failure of intelligence at the
highest levels of our society. Take, for example,
our rapidly inflating economy. Anyone with
any sense whatsoever knows that the past five
years have been an unprecedented inflationary
period in this country. Since 2002, the prices
of gasoline and home heating fuel have more
than doubled, housing prices have skyrock-
eted, and the real value of the dollar on the
world market has significantly weakened. Peo-
ple out in America are feeling real pain. They
have less buying power, work more for less
money, and suffer a diminished quality of life.

Yet, official indicators such as the con-
sumer price index, the official employment
rate, and the august wizards over at the Federal
Reserve, continue to promote the fiction that
inflation is under control. These indicators
often base their assumptions on the fact that
gasoline and housing prices are subject to pe-
riodic fluctuations, and therefore should be ex-
cluded from the calculation of inflation.
However, the evidence over the past five years
makes it clear that this assumption simply does
not hold true in the current economy. Prices
for these basic commodities have risen and not
declined. But the habit of assuming price

Cont. on pg 51
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By Herman Cain

arack Obama’s victory in the con-
test for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination was not just
historic because of the color of his
skin. It was a historic victory for
fairness in America. As imperfect
as our political system can be at
times, fairness moved to the front of the bus.

Attempts by some to make race, sexism or
class warfare central issues in the campaign have
failed. They are still issues and will be through-
out the general election to November 2008, but
they are now riding in the back of the bus.

Most of the mainstream media missed this his-
toric significance for fairness. I did not, because I
grew up in Atlanta in the 1950s and 1960s when I
was not allowed to ride in the front of the bus be-
cause of the color of my skin, which is black.

[ also experienced as a young man the indig-
nity of separate water fountains in downtown At-
lanta’s retail department stores, and all other public
accommodations. Having graduated from high
school in 1963, one year before the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 outlawed such practices, [ experienced un-
fairness and discrimination firsthand.

I was denied admission to both the University
of Georgia and the Georgia Institute of Technology,
even though I graduated from Samuel Howard
Archer High School in 1963 with the second high-
est grade point average in my class as salutatorian.
As a result, I attended Morehouse College and, in
hindsight, I ended up with a great education and a
much better college experience.

I'm not mad. I just see Obama’s accomplish-
ment through a different set of lenses, as a lot of
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black people do. Although there are millions of
accomplished black Americans in all fields of en-
deavor, becoming the presumptive Democratic
presidential nominee is special.

No. [ am not going to vote for Barack
Obama because he is black and I am black, as
some people will do. To paraphrase Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., we should judge a candidate
based on the content of their character and their
ideas, not the color of their skin.

Barack Obama’s ideas for changing this coun-
try are disturbing to me, because they add up to
more taxes, more government, more handouts and
less individual responsibility. A lot of people who
are excited about his candidacy have not looked
past the word “change”. I have, and all of his ideas
have socialist leanings. It does not sound that way
when he is delivering one of his inspiring and elo-
quent speeches, but that’s what it is.

If you would like to look behind the Obama
curtain of “change” you can find a summary by
The Associated Press titled, “Where they stand:
Obama, McCain on the issues” dated June 3,
2008. Decide for yourself. The Democratic Party
allowed the process to play out fairly, which is
good for America, the Democratic Party and the
political process.

The Democratic Party leadership could have
stolen the nomination from Barack Obama, if they
had reversed their decision to not allow delegates
from Michigan and Florida to have full voting
rights, since they went against party rules before the
primary contest began. The Democratic Party tried
to appease them and Hillary Clinton with a half
vote per delegate, but it was not enough to change
the final outcome. The Democrats could have also
stolen the nomination from Barack Obama if the
superdelegates had caved in to the lobbying by
Hillary and her team in the face of an impending
defeat. They did not.

Some of Hillary’s supporters are now saying
Hillary was not treated fairly because she is a
woman. If Barack Obama had lost, there is no
doubt that some of his supporters would have
said he was not treated fairly because he is black.
[ never said that race and sexism were totally off

the bus. But it is up to all of us to keep them in
the back of the bus. =

© 2008 North Star Writers Group. May not be republished
without permission.
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Racism In Retreat

By John McWhorter

year and a half ago, often [ was
sweetly dismissed when I said
that Barack Obama was possi-
bly on his way to the White
House and would certainly
trounce Hillary Clinton for the
nomination. “You don’t know
what they’ll do to him,” they’d say. As often as not,
the idea was that America could not seriously sup-
port a black man for its highest office.

[ didn’t get this. The America I live in today
does not seem as deeply stamped by bigotry as
these people seemed to think. It seemed as if, on
this topic, [ was talking to people who had woken
up after 25 years and didn’t know how the coun-
try had changed. Couldn’t they see that this man’s
color was only going to help?

Well, here we are. Are there some bigots? Of
course. Did they, or any purported instance of
“racism” during the campaign, keep Barack
Obama from the nomination? His victory
demonstrates the main platform of my race writ-
ing. The guiding question in everything [ have
ever written on race is: Why do so many people
exaggerate about racism?

This exaggeration is a nasty hangover from
the sixties, and the place it has taken as a pur-
ported badge of intellectual and moral gravitas is
a tire-block on coherent, constructive sociopolit-
ical discussion.

Here’s a typical case for what passes as en-
lightenment. On my desk(top) is an article from
last year’s American Psychologist. The wisdom
imparted? To be a person of color these days is
to withstand an endless barrage of racist “mi-
croaggressions.”

Say to someone, “When I look at you, [ don’t
see color” and you “deny their ethnic experi-
ences.” You do the same by saying, “As a woman,
[ know what you go through as a racial minority,”
as well as with hate speech such as “America is a
melting pot.” Other “microaggressions” include
college buildings being all named after straight,
white rich men (I'm not kidding about the
straight part). This sort of thing will not do.

Why channel mental energy into performance
art of this kind?

Some may mistake me as implying that it
would be okay to stop talking about racism. But
that interpretation is incorrect: | am stating that
it would be okay to stop talking about racism. We
need to be talking about serious activism focused
on results. Those who suppose that the main meal
in the aforementioned is to decry racism are not
helping people.

At this point, if racism was unattended to for
10 years, during that time it would play exactly
the same kind of role it does in America now —
elusive, marginal, and insignificant.

Note that I did not say that there was no
racism. There seems to be an assumption that
when discussing racism, it is a sign of higher wis-
dom to neglect the issue of its degree. This as-
sumption is neither logical nor productive. I reject
it, and am pleased to see increasing numbers of
black people doing same.

Of course there is racism. The question is
whether there is enough to matter. All evidence
shows that there is not. No, the number of black
men in prison is not counterevidence: black leg-
islators were solidly behind the laws penalizing
possession of crack more heavily than powder.

In any case, to insist that we are hamstrung
until every vestige of racism, bias, or inequity is
gone indicates a grievous lack of confidence,
which [ hope any person of any history would re-
ject. Anyone who intones that America remains
permeated with racism is, in a word, lucky. They
have not had the misfortune of living in a society
riven by true sociological conflict, such as be-
tween Sunnis and Shiites, Hutus and Tutsis — or
whites and blacks before the sixties. ['d be inter-
esting to open up a discussion with a Darfurian
about “microaggressions.”

To state that racism is no longer a serious
problem in our country is neither ignorant nor
cynical. Warnings that such a statement invites a
racist backlash are, in 2008, melodramatic. They
are based on no empirical evidence. Yet every
time some stupid thing happens — some

Cont. on pg 51
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Race and Economics cont'd. from pg 12

the point of deriving the bulk of your
income purely from investments. This
is a legitimate blue print and worthy of
adopting; although, not just any in-
vestment income should be the goal.
The ultimate goal should be income
derived from tax-free investments.
This is the secret of the truly wealthy.
Did you realize that in 2004 (the year
of the last presidential election) those
evil defenders of the rich, President
Bush & VP Dick Cheney, paid taxes
on 32% of their income; while the de-
fenders of the poor paid only 12% on
their income?

What [ am getting at in the above
scenarios is that to talk about increas-
ing taxes on those above $250,000 is
not punitive to the wealthy. It is puni-
tive to those wanting to become
wealthy. It, in effect, becomes a shield
protecting the wealthy from those
wanting to join them.

How many of you remember M.C
Hammer. In his couple of years of fame,
the rapper earned about $30 million.
Now that’s a lot of money to the com-
mon man or woman. Brother Hammer,
however, did not get the memo that ex-
plains how federal, state and local taxes
work. So, while Hammer made $30 mil-
lion he spent $17 million. That left him
$12 million. What he didn’t realize is
that the taxman was due 50% of his in-
come. Ooops, he was now $2 million
upside down. He promptly had to sell all
he had just to satisfy the taxman and
joined the rest of us, a common mortal.

Booker T. Washington had it
right. There is nothing racist about
economics; we must learn how money
and wealth work, and reject the social-
istic notions that the race and class
baiters use to try to rob and enslave us.
Let’s break free from the class envy and
small mindedness to work, save, invest
and teach the future generations how
to prosper and succeed. To do less
would be a sin. =

Eddie Huff is a financial services representative
in Tulsa ,OK. He also serves as executive director
of the Booker T. Washington Inspirational Net-

work (BTWIN)
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Bishop Jackson Interview cont'd. from pg 26

ning of the development of a “kingdom
agenda” instead of a limited conservative
versus liberal approach. The current polit-
ical labels have led to bitter divisions that
do not serve the nations best interest.”
First of all, are you satisfied with the impact
President Bush’s 2nd term has had in ad-

vancing social justice in America.

Bishop Jackson: No, [ think that he
fell short because he got side tracked in fol-
lowing up on some pet projects that he
thought would allow him to have a legacy,
but in my view have damaged his legacy. 1
think that if he would have started in on
the agenda as we had talked about it —
marriage, family, and so forth — he could
have done well. I think he got side tracked
on things that were not so important. And
then Hurricane Katrina hit and he did not
respond well to the accusations that came
forth, and I think that’s how he got caught
up there. I could be wrong. I've been
wrong once before, and as a near perfect
human being, that’s about as many times
as [ care to be wrong. (An obvious joke)

FJM: Would you please define for our read-

ers exactly what a “kingdom agenda” is?

Bishop Jackson: A kingdom agenda is
essentially what we’ve lined out in our
Black Contract with America on Moral
Values and saying that you can go back
and find a Biblical basis as to why someone
should become involved in the culture
based on those six points. It’s similar to
what I wrote in The Truth in Black &
White, and also I have a book that  wrote
with Tony Perkins called “Personal Faith
Public Policy” that like all of my books I
go from the Word of God and what I
called common Biblical concepts and
then attack public issues from a Biblical
perspective.

FJM: You always point out the fact
that you are a democrat. What’s your
message to other black leaders whose
loyalty to the democratic party cause
them to remain silent on issues like
abortion and the impact of planned
parenthood on our communities.

Bishop Jackson: [ am a registered De-

mocrat and I vote democratic locally, but
[ haven’t felt comfortable with the demo-
cratic presidential candidates because of is-
sues like life, etc.

[ always say that the only people, who
can be a conscience to a political group, in
these days, are people who are actually a
part of the group. I think black clergymen
who happen to be democrat and black
church lay people have a tremendous re-
sponsibility to stand up and make a differ-
ence. They can’t expect someone else to
be that voice because it will only be seen
as criticism.

They can’t be told to leave their
Christianity at the door, nor can they say
that an issue like the sanctity of life is a Re-
publican issue. Bring the moral issues into
the party and into the dialog.

Immigration Divide cont'd. from pg 46

marching or waiting for someone else to
offer a solution. At the turn of the twen-
tieth century, Booker T. Washington was
the largest black employer of educated
blacks in the country. He realized that he
had to find a solution to the problem of
unskilled blacks falling behind due to
Irish immigration. In a 1912 speech be-
fore the National Negro Business League
here in Chicago he said the following:

"Now is the time - not in the some far
off future, but now is the time - for us as a
race to prove to the world that in a state of
freedom, we have the ability and inclina-
tion to do our part in owning, developing,
manufacturing, and trading in the natural
resources of our country. If the Italians and
the Greeks can come to this country,
strangers to our language and civilization
and within a few years gain wealth and in-
dependence by trading in its fruits, the
Negro can do the same thing."

That comment by Washington is
as relevant today as it was 100 years
ago. Blacks should not feel threatened
by low skilled immigrants who arrive
without even being able to speak the
language. If we focus on education and
entrepreneurship, we can thrive along-
side the immigrants. u

Lee Walker is President of The New Coalition for
Economic and Social Change. This article origi-
nally appeared in the Chicago Defender on June
9, 2007.



Common Sense cont'd. from pg 47

changes for these commodities are
“periodic” has given this obviously
wrong idea the veneer of correctness,
and anyone who dares contradict the
conventional wisdom is branded an
ignoramus or, worse yet, a heretic, and
practically burned at the stake.

A similar story can be told about
so-called “productivity” gains in the
economy. Conventional economic
wisdom holds that real economic
growth occurs when workers become
more efficient and therefore generate
more value. But the truth is that
much of the capital value created by
major corporations in the past few
years has come, not from efficiency
gains on the part of the American
workforce, but as a result of tax shel-
ters, off shoring and outsourcing.
These quick-fix schemes have made
corporate balance sheets glitter like a
desert mirage, but the glare has
masked a much bigger problem:
America is living beyond its means,
importing too much, and producing
too little to continue to be an eco-

nomic powerhouse. A quick compar-
ison to China reveals a nation with a
real growth rate in terms of actual vol-
ume goods produced and sold that
dwarfs that of the U.S. in recent years.

We as Americans need to stop de-
luding ourselves, stop hiding behind our
degrees and beleaguered assumptions,
and wake up to the fact that this country
is on the precipice of a major financial
disaster. If we don’t voluntarily tighten
our belts, hunker down and make provi-
sions for the future, we might find our-
selves lost in the storm on the horizon.
And make no mistake, all the signs
point to an imminent breakdown of the
financial system in the near future.

The rules for tough times ahead call
for common sense. No one needs to go
see the Wizard of Oz to be blessed with
the brains, heart and courage to succeed.
Success comes from adherence to God-
given virtues of faith, hard work, com-
passion and humility. These qualities, if
practiced in abundance, can overcome
virtually any deficit in education, talent
or societal condition in which one finds
ones self. This is a lesson we all need to
learn and practice. m

Racism In Retreat cont'd. from pg 49
comedian says a word, some snigger-
ing blockhead hangs a little noose,
some study shows that white people
tend to get slightly better car loans —
we are taught that racism is still
mother’s milk in the U.S. of A. “Al-
ways just beneath the surface.”

Barack Obama’s success is the
most powerful argument against this
way of thinking in the entire four
decades since recreational underdog-
gism was mistaken as deep thought. A
black man clinching the Democratic
presidential nomination — and rather
easily at that — indicates that racism
is a lot further “beneath the surface”
than it used to be.

And if Mr. Obama ends up in the
White House, then it might be time
to admit that racism is less beneath
the surface than all but fossilized. I
know, I don’t know what they’ll do to
him now. Let’s just wait and see. Mr.
McWhorter is a senior fellow at the
Manhattan Institute. =

“Our whole

constitutional

heritage rebels at

the thought of giving

government the power

to control men's

minds.”

—Jhrgood Varshall
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STARRING: Alveda King, Mason Weaver, Star Parker, Rev. O'Neal Dozier, Deroy Murdock,
Rev. Jesse Peterson, Rev. Keith Butler, Niger Innis, Bishop Harry Jackson, Armstrong Williams,
George Fraser, Shelby Steele, David Barton, Rev. Peter Marshall, Robert L. Woodson, Sr., Gloria
Jackson, Senator Harris Wofford, Roy Innis, Bill Sammon, Barbara Williams Skinner, Bishop
Bobby Henderson, Bishop Charles Brown, Pastor Derrick Hutchins, Adam Brown-vocal artist,
Felita Kahrs and Michele Ruth Jones - on camera narrators, LeCount Holmes - reenactor
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