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“Our destiny is largely in our own hands. 
0M�^L�³UK��^L�ZOHSS�OH]L�[V�ZLLR��0M�^L�
succeed in the race of life it must be by our 
V^U�LULYNPLZ��HUK�I`�V\Y�V^U�L_LY[PVUZ��
6[OLYZ�TH`�JSLHY�[OL�YVHK��I\[�^L�T\Z[�
NV�MVY^HYK��VY�IL�SLM[�ILOPUK�PU�[OL�YHJL�VM�
life.”

-YLKLYPJR�+V\NSHZ
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 Welcome to the May/June 2009 issue of Freedom’s Journal Magazine. In this issue, we begin with a look 
at our failing Criminal Justice system, and the ever-increasing rise in nation-wide crime statistics. For many in 
our communities, these realities continue to be most evident in the inadequate appropriation of federal and state 
resources; higher drop-out rates from dysfunctional schools, and families with children of broken homes who have 
criminal behavior modeled before them, which inevitably is passed down from one generation to the next.
 As you ponder these alarming statistics, our hope is it will cause you to seriously consider whether our 
Criminal Justice system is “cultivating reform or simply breeding crime.” Our goal is to shed light on a growing 
systemic problem costing America, in general, and the Black community, in particular, of its God-given time, talent 
and treasures.  
� 7KH�WLPH�ZH�VSHQG�íJKWLQJ�FULPH�LV�H[RUELWDQW��WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW��DQG�ZRXOG�GRXEWOHVV�EH�EHWWHU�VSHQW�E\�
íJKWLQJ�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�FDXVHV�RI�FULPH��7KH�WDOHQW�WKDW�LV�ORVW�ZKHQ�SHRSOH��HVSHFLDOO\�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��VLW�LQ�MDLO�QRW�
UHDOL]LQJ�WKHLU�IXOO�SRWHQWLDO�LV�D�GLVJUDFH�DQG�D�VDQGDO�RQ�RXU�VRFLHW\��7KH�WUHDVXUH�ZH�ORVH�LV�QRW�MXVW�WKH�PLOOLRQV�RI�
dollars spent on prisons, police and other punishment and prevention tools, but the countless lives lost to violent 
crime and hopelessness. 
 While this issue will not solve the problem; it will hopefully rekindle some much needed debate on how we 
WKLQN�DERXW�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH��,V�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�íJKW�FULPH�EHIRUH�LW�HYHQ�PDQLIHVWV�LWVHOI"�&DQ�WKH�KDUGHQ�FULPLQDO�EH�
UHKDELOLWDWHG"�+RZ�GR�ZH�ULG�WKH�V\VWHP�RI�UDFLVP�DQG�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�SURWHFW�WKRVH�LQ�RXU�VRFLHW\�PRVW�YXOQHU-
DEOH�WR�WKH�FULPLQDO�HOHPHQW"�+RZ�GR�ZH�SUHYHQW�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�QRW�RQO\�EHFRPLQJ�YLFWLPV�RI�FULPH�EXW�DOVR�WKH�
SHUSHWUDWRUV�RI�LW"�:KDW�GRHV�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�UHIRUP�ORRN�OLNH"�:KDW�LV�WKH�JRDO�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�DQG�
GRHV�LW�UHKDELOLWDWH�RU�PDNH�PRUH�KDUGHQ�FULPLQDOV"�7KHVH�DPRQJ�RWKHU�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�ZKDW�ZH�DWWHPSW�WR�DGGUHVV��
 It is our belief that true transformation for any offender can only come from the inside out. Criminal activ-
ity is a symptom of a greater ill. The break-down of the traditional family and disregard for human life fans the 
îDPHV�RI�GLVFRQWHQW�DQG�ODFN�RI�SXUSRVH��1HYHUWKHOHVV��ZH�EHOLHYH�DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�LQ�WKH�LPDJH�
RI�*RG��LQ�+LV�OLNHQHVV��*HQ������������EXW�WKDW�UHîHFWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�EURNHQ��&ULPLQDO�EHKDYLRU�LV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�
brokenness; and can only be repaired by reestablishing a right relationship with our Creator. The government can-
QRW�PDNH�WKLV�KDSSHQ��,W�FDQ�RQO\�VHSDUDWH�WKH�RIIHQGHU�IURP�VRFLHW\��,W�WDNHV�WKH�ERG\�RI�&KULVW�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�
DXWKHQWLF�KHDOLQJ�DQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ��DQG�LWªV�RXU�SUD\HU�WKDW�VRPHGD\�VRRQ�RXU�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH�V\VWHP�UHîHFWV�WKLV�
reality.
 So as you read the articles, features and opinions, which speak to this critical issue; we hope you are chal-
OHQJHG�WR�WU\�WR�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�DPRQJ�\RXU�FLUFOH�RI�LQîXHQFH��:H�KRSH�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�SOLJKW�
of not only the victims but offenders into your prayer closet; and 
remember this issue when political candidates present themselves 
for election. Only then will we truly begin to see change.

Eric M. Wallace, Ph.D.

Publisher’s Welcome
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For African-Americans, one of the most rewarding outcomes from the election of President Barack Obama 
ZDV� WKDW� IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH�%ODFN�SDUHQWV� FRXOG� ORRN� LQWR� WKH�H\HV�RI� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ�DQG� WHOO� WKHP��ZLWKRXW�
UHVHUYDWLRQ��WKDW�LI�WKH\�GR�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJV�WKH\�FRXOG�JURZ�XS�WR�EH�DQ\WKLQJ�WKH\�GHVLUH��HYHQ�3UHVLGHQW�RI�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV���7KLV�LV�D�KXJH�PRWLYDWLRQDO�WRRO�WKDW�FDQ�QRZ�EH�XVHG�IRU�LQVSLULQJ�%ODFN�\RXWK�WR�VWULYH�
WRZDUGV�WKH�JUHDWHVW�DFKLHYHPHQWV�LPDJLQDEOH��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DFWXDOO\�DWWDLQDEOH�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�
have observed in the lives of President Obama and others.
� 7KH� UHVWULFWLYH� FHLOLQJV�� ZKHWKHU� UHDO� RU� LPDJLQHG�� WKDW� KDYH� H[LVWHG� WR� EORFN� %ODFN� SROLWLFDO� DQG�
economical advancement have now been shattered, and future generations of Blacks will have fewer 
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SHRSOH� EH\RQG� WKHPVHOYHV� WR� EODPH� IRU� VRPH� RI� RXU�
most egregious sociological failures, including our 
IDLOXUH� WR� NHHS� RXU� VRQV� DQG� GDXJKWHUV� RQ� WKH� SDWKV�
RI� DFFRPSOLVKPHQW� DQG� RXW� RI� WKH� QDWLRQ¶V� SULVRQV���
&OHDUO\�WKH�EHVW�SULVRQ�UHIRUP�IRU�XV�ZRXOG�EH�WR�NHHS�
our children out of them, but for some reason that is not 
ZKDW¶V�KDSSHQLQJ�
� ,�GRQ¶W�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKHUH�KDV�HYHU�EHHQ�D�%ODFN�
SDUHQW� ZKR� ORRNHG� LQWR� WKH� IDFH� RI� WKHLU� FKLOG� DQG�
WKRXJKW��³,I�,�GR�DOO�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�WKLQJV�LQ�UDLVLQJ�WKLV�
JLIW� IURP�*RG��RQH�GD\�KH�RU� VKH�FRXOG�JURZ�XS�DQG�
JR�WR�SULVRQ�´� �,¶P�VXUH� WKDW�QR�%ODFN�SDUHQW�SODQQHG�
WR�UDLVH� WKHLU�FKLOG�IRU�SULVRQ��EXW�EHFDXVH�RI�REYLRXV�
DQG�HQWUHQFKHG�VRFLDO�WUHQGV�WKDW�FRQWLQXH�WR�SUROLIHUDWH�
LQ� WKH� %ODFN� FRPPXQLW\�� LW� DSSHDUV� WKDW� WKLV� LV� ZKDW�
PLOOLRQV� RI� %ODFN� SDUHQWV� KDYH� GRQH� RYHU� WKH� SDVW�
GHFDGHV�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�GR�WRGD\�� �6RFLDO�DWWLWXGHV� LQ�
RXU�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQWV�DUH�DIIRUGLQJ�$PHULFD¶V�%ODFN�
\RXWKV�D�JUHDWHU�FKDQFH�RI�EHFRPLQJ�VWDWH�DQG�IHGHUDO�
SULVRQHUV�WKDQ�EHFRPLQJ�SUHVLGHQWV�RI�DQ\WKLQJ���
 For African-Americans, the American justice 
V\VWHP�KDV�EHHQ�DQG�UHPDLQV�D�VLFN�MRNH���%ODFN�VRFLDO�
DFWLYLVWV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�KDYH�ORQJ�ODPHQWHG��DQG�
ULJKWIXOO\� VR�� WKH� GLVSDUDJLQJ� SHUFHQWDJHV� RI� %ODFN�
LQPDWHV� LQ� RXU� QDWLRQ¶V� IHGHUDO� SULVRQV� DQG� WKH� ]HDO�
H[KLELWHG�E\�MXGJHV�DQG�SURVHFXWRUV�LQ�$PHULFDQ�FRXUWV�
WR��ORFN�XS�%ODFN�SHRSOH�DQG�NHHS�WKHP�WKDW�ZD\��
� /LDUV� ¿JXUH�� EXW� ¿JXUHV� GRQ¶W� OLH�� � 6WDWLVWLFDO�
DQDO\VLV�FRQGXFWHG�RQ�GDWD�WDNHQ�IURP�UHSRUWV�IURP�WKH�
Bureau of Justice Statistics, United States Sentencing 
&RPPLVVLRQ� DQG� WKH� 6XUYH\� RI� ,QPDWHV� LQ� 6WDWH� DQG�
Federal Correctional Facilities reveal some troubling 
WUHQGV� WKDW� VKRXOG� PDNH� HYHU\� SHUVRQ� ZLWK� D� VRFLDO�
FRQVFLHQFH�FULQJH�DQG� LPPHGLDWHO\�IDOO� WR� WKHLU�NQHHV�
LQ�UHSHQWDQFH�EHIRUH�*RG�DQG�$PHULFD¶V�PLQRULWLHV�
� $PHULFD� QRZ� VSHQGV� PRUH� WKDQ� ��� ELOOLRQ�
GROODUV� D� \HDU� WR� LQFDUFHUDWH� D� UHFRUG� ���� PLOOLRQ� RI�
LW� FLWL]HQV�� � %ODFNV� FRPSULVH� RQO\� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�� \HW� Black men account for more than 
41% of America’s prison population�� � 2QH� RI� HYHU\�
QLQH�%ODFN�PDOHV�EHWZHHQ� WKH� DJHV�RI�������\HDUV� LV�
FXUUHQWO\�LQFDUFHUDWHG����&RQVLGHU�WKDW�DQG�WUHPEOH���2Q�
DQ\� JLYHQ� GD\��PRUH� WKDQ� ��������%ODFN�PHQ� DUH� LQ�
jail and not at home with their children, in college or 
FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�RXU�HFRQRP\�
� 7RXJKHU�VHQWHQFLQJ�ODZV��HVSHFLDOO\� WKRVH� WKDW�
IDOO� XQGHU� WKH� FDWHJRU\� RI� $PHULFD¶V� VR�FDOOHG� ³ZDU�
RQ� GUXJV´� DUH� FRQWULEXWLQJ� LQ� JUHDW�PHDVXUH� WR�PRUH�
Blacks landing in jail and remaining there longer than 
WKHLU�ZKLWH�FRXQWHUSDUWV�� �:KLWQH\�+RXVWRQ�ZDV� ULJKW�

LQ�VD\LQJ�WKDW�³FUDFN�LV�ZKDFN´���7KRVH�ZKR�XVH�LW�DUH�
ORVLQJ�WKHLU�VDQLW\�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�VHOO�LW�DUH�ORVLQJ�WKHLU�
IUHHGRP�IRU�D�YHU\�ORQJ�WLPH�
� %HWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ������ WKH� SHDN� \HDUV� IRU�
FUDFN� FRFDLQH� SUROLIHUDWLRQ�� WKH� DYHUDJH� WLPH� VHUYHG�
E\�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV� IRU� D� GUXJ� RIIHQVHV� LQFUHDVHG�
E\� ����� FRPSDUHG� WR� DQ� LQFUHDVH� RI� ���� IRU� ZKLWH�
GUXJ� RIIHQGHUV�� � ,Q� ������$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV� VHUYHG�
DQ� DYHUDJH�RI� �����PRQWKV� IRU� D� GUXJ�RIIHQVH��ZKLFK�
H[SORGHG� WR� ����� PRQWKV� E\� ������ � ,Q� IDFW��$IULFDQ�
$PHULFDQV� VHUYH�YLUWXDOO\�DV�PXFK� WLPH� LQ�SULVRQ� IRU�
D�GUXJ�RIIHQVH�������PRQWKV��DV�ZKLWHV�GR�IRU�DQ�DFW�RI�
YLROHQFH�������PRQWKV��
� &RQVLGHULQJ� WKHVH� IDFWV�� LW¶V� QRW� KDUG� WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�PDQ\� UHDVRQDEOH� SHRSOH�ZRXOG� YLHZ�
WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�ZDU�RQ�GUXJV�DV�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�WKLQO\�
YHLOHG�ZDU�RQ�SHRSOH�RI�FRORU���$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�GUXJ�
RIIHQGHUV�KDYH�D�����JUHDWHU�FKDQFH�RI�EHLQJ�VHQWHQFHG�
WR�SULVRQ�WKDQ�ZKLWH�GUXJ�RIIHQGHUV���+LVSDQLFV�DUH�HYHQ�
ZRUVH�� KDYLQJ� D� ���� JUHDWHU� FKDQFH� RI� LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�
than whites.
� 6R� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�PXVW�EH��³+RZ�DUH�ZH� OHWWLQJ�
WKLV�KDSSHQ"´�7KHUH�PXVW�EH�VRPH�WUDFWDEOH�UHDVRQ�WR�
H[SODLQ�WKHVH�WURXEOLQJ�VWDWLVWLFDO�SDUDGLJPV�WKDW�UHYHDO�
VHULRXV�SUREOHPV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVVHV�RI�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKR�
goes to jail.  There must be someone whom we can blame 
IRU�WKLV��VRPHRQH�ZH�FDQ�SRLQW�WKH�¿QJHU�DW��EHFDXVH�LW¶V�
XQLPDJLQDEOH�WR�DFFHSW�WKDW�%ODFNV�DUH�LQKHUHQWO\�PRUH�
SURQH�WR�XVH�GUXJV�DQG�HQJDJH�LQ�FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRU�WKDQ�
RWKHUV�DQG�WKHUHE\�PRUH�QHHGLQJ�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]DWLRQ����
&RXOG� PDOLFLRXV� SURVHFXWLRQ� DGHTXDWHO\� DFFRXQW� IRU�
WKHVH�DVWRXQGLQJO\�GLVSDUDWH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�VWDWLVWLFV"��,�
fear there must be more to it than that.
� /LNH� PRVW� ODZ�DELGLQJ� $PHULFDQ� FLWL]HQV�� ,�
EHOLHYH� WKH�SODFH� IRU�D�FULPLQDO� LV� LQ� WKH�SHQLWHQWLDU\��
no matter his race, color or religious beliefs.  I believe 
WKDW�SULVRQV�DUH�SODFHV�IRU�SXQLWLYH�MXVWLFH�GHVLJQHG�E\�
VRFLHW\�WR�SURWHFW�LWVHOI�IURP�FRQWLQXHG�KDUP�IURP�WKH�
ODZOHVV�DQG�WR�H[DFW�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�FRVW�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�
ZRXOG�ZLOOIXOO\�YLFWLPL]H�WKH�LQQRFHQW��
� ,W� ERLOV� P\� EORRG� ZKHQ� %ODFN� SHRSOH� SURWHVW�
LQFDUFHUDWLQJ� %ODFN� FULPLQDOV� ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ� MXVWO\�
FRQYLFWHG��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�\RX�FRQVLGHU� WKDW�PRVW�RI�
WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�%ODFN�FULPLQDOV�DUH�%ODFN�SHRSOH���%ODFN�
RQ�%ODFN�FULPH�LV�GHYDVWDWLQJ�WR�WKH�%ODFN�FRPPXQLW\�
DQG�VHYHUHO\�OLPLWV�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�WKULYH�LQ�EXVLQHVV�DQG�
WR�KHOS�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�SXUVXH�TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQV���,�KDYH�
QR� SUREOHP�ZLWK�%ODFN� SHRSOH� JRLQJ� WR� SULVRQ�ZKHQ�
WKHLU�FRQGXFW�ZDUUDQWV�WKDW�SXQLVKPHQW���+RZ�HOVH�DUH�
ZH�JRLQJ�WR�SURWHFW�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�UHIXVH�WR�
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OLYH�GHFHQWO\�ZLWKLQ�D�FLYLOL]HG�VRFLHW\"
� ,� VXSSRVH� D� QDUURZO\� WKLQNLQJ� SHUVRQ� FRXOG�
accuse me of being one of those heartless conservatives 
ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�UHDO�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�VRPH�FULPLQDO�
FDVHV� DUH� WKDW� WKH� VHQWHQFHV� LPSRVHG� DUH� QRW� ORQJ�
RU� KDUVK� HQRXJK�� � ,�ZRXOG� FRXQWHU� E\� UHPLQGLQJ� WKDW�
SHUVRQ�RI�KRZ�RIWHQ�ZH�KDYH�FULHG�RYHU� WKH�GHDWK�RI�
VRPH�SURPLVLQJ�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�ZKRVH�OLIH�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�
DQ�XQUHSHQWDQW� FRQYLFW�ZKR� VKRXOG�KDYH� VWLOO� EHHQ� LQ�
SULVRQ�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�¿UVW�RIIHQVH"��
� $JDLQ��%ODFNV�DUH�RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI� WKH� WRWDO�
SRSXODWLRQ�� \HW�%ODFN�PHQ� DFFRXQW� IRU� ��� SHUFHQW� RI�
$PHULFD¶V�PXUGHU�YLFWLPV�ZLWK�DOPRVW�DOO�EHLQJ�YLFWLPV�
RI�%ODFNV�� �$V�D�%ODFN�PDQ�� ,¶P�D� IDQ�RI� ORFNLQJ�XS�
WKRVH� ZKR� ZRXOG� HQJDJH� LQ� ZDQWRQ� YLROHQFH� LQ� P\�
FRPPXQLW\�RU�SUR¿W� IURP�DFWLYLWLHV� WKDW�SURPRWH� WKDW�
W\SH�RI�GDQJHURXV�EHKDYLRU�
6WLOO��FRQVLGHULQJ�%ODFN�SHRSOH¶V�WUDJLF�KLVWRU\�RI�EHLQJ�
DEXVHG� LQ� $PHULFDQ� FRXUWV�� ,� FDQ� XQGHUVWDQG� ZK\�
PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZRXOG� FRQWLQXH� WR�TXHVWLRQ� WKH�PRWLYHV�
RI�WKRVH�RQ�WKH�EHQFK�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�RSHUDWH�RXU�SHQDO�

LQVWLWXWLRQV�� � ,W¶V� UHDVRQDEOH� WR� LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�SURWHVW�
ZKDW�PD\�EH�WKH�UDFLVW�PRWLYDWLRQV�RI�VRPH���,�ZRXOG�
RQO\� VXJJHVW� WKDW�ZKLOH� WKH\�DUH�SURWHVWLQJ�DQG�EHLQJ�
RXWUDJHG�DW�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�DUUHVW��FRQYLFW�DQG�LQFDUFHUDWH�
%ODFNV� DW� VXFK� DODUPLQJ� UDWHV�� WKDW� WKH\� EH� HTXDOO\�
outraged at the behaviors that we continue to tolerate 
LQ�RXU�RZQ�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�LQYDULDEO\�FDXVH�RXU�\RXQJ�
SHRSOH� WR�EH�PRUH�YXOQHUDEOH� WR� D� V\VWHP� WKDW�ZRXOG�
WKURZ�WKHP�LQ�SULVRQ�DW�WKH�GURS�RI�D�KDW���
� ,I� ZH¶UH� UHDOO\� ORRNLQJ� IRU� VRPHRQH� WR�
XOWLPDWHO\�EODPH�IRU�RXU�KLJK�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UDWH�,�ZRXOG�
VLPSO\�UHPLQG�XV�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�3RJR��WKH�FRPLF�VWULS�
FKDUDFWHU��ZKR�VDLG��³:H�KDYH�PHW�WKH�HQHP\��DQG�KH�LV�
XV�´
� 7KH� EUHDNGRZQ� RI� WKH� %ODFN� IDPLO\� DQG�
the abandonment of its long-treasured values as 
UHSUHVHQWHG� LQ� DQ�XQWKLQNDEOH����SHUFHQW� LOOHJLWLPDF\�
UDWH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�EH�FOHDUO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�WKH�VRFLDO�
G\QDPLF�WKDW�FRQWULEXWHV�WKH�PRVW�WR�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�EHLQJ�
RQ�WKH�IDVW�WUDFN�WKDW�E\SDVVHV�XQLYHUVLWLHV�IRU�SULVRQV���
� 7KH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�VR�PDQ\�%ODFN�SHRSOH��HVSHFLDOO\�
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RXU�PDOHV��DUH�ZLQGLQJ�XS�LQ�SULVRQ�LV�EHFDXVH�PDQ\�RI�
WKHP�DUH�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�DOUHDG\�KHDGLQJ�LQ�WKDW�
GLUHFWLRQ���:LWKRXW�WKH�VXSSRUW�VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�SURYLGH�
VDIHW\�DQG�JXLGDQFH�DQG�IDWKHUV�DQG�PRWKHUV�ZRUNLQJ�
WRJHWKHU�� YHU\� OLWWOH� KDSSHQV� IRU� WKHP� WKDW� NHHS� WKHP�
IURP�JHWWLQJ�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�WKH�MHW�VWUHDP�WKDW�LQHYLWDEO\�
lead to destruction.
� 6SHDNLQJ�DW�WKH�1DWLRQDO�6XPPLW�RQ�)DWKHUKRRG�
LQ�������IRUPHU�SUHVLGHQW�*HRUJH�+�:�%XVK�VDLG��“We 
know that children who grow up with absent fathers 
can suffer lasting damage.  They are more likely to end 
up in poverty or drop out of school, become addicted 
to drugs, have a child out of wedlock, or end up in 
prison.”  
� :LWKRXW� TXHVWLRQ�� WKH� IRUPHU� SUHVLGHQW� KDV�
LGHQWL¿HG� D� FXOWXUDO� G\QDPLF� WKDW� GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�
DIIHFWV�WKH�%ODFN�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LV�SUDFWLFDOO\�FUHDWLQJ�
D�FULPLQDO�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�VRPH�DUH�DOO�WR�ZLOOLQJ�WR�XVH�
DV�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�WR�EXLOG�PRUH�SULVRQV���,W¶V�REYLRXV�WKDW�
ZH�GRQ¶W�QHHG�PRUH�SULVRQV��ZH�QHHG�PRUH�SDUHQWV�
� 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ� WKDW� PDQ\� %ODFNV� ZLOO� ¿QG� LW�
DOPRVW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�LQGXOJH�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�REVHUYDWLRQV�
IURP�D�ZKLWH�PDQ�OLNH�*HRUJH�:��%XVK��OHW�XV�FRQVLGHU�
WKH� UHVXOWV�RI� VRPH�RWKHU� VFLHQWL¿F� VRFLDO� VWXGLHV� WKDW�
SURYH�RXU�FRPSOLFLW\�LQ�RXU�RZQ�GHPLVH���$JDLQ��OLDUV�
¿JXUH��EXW�¿JXUHV�GRQ¶W�OLH�
� 7KH� +HULWDJH� &HQWHU� IRU� 'DWD� $QDO\VLV�
FRQFOXGHG�� EDVHG� RQ� ����� GDWD� WDNHQ� IURP� WKH�
:LVFRQVLQ�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK�DQG�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV�
DQG�WKH�8�6��%XUHDX�RI�WKH�&HQVXV��WKDW�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ��
MXYHQLOH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UDWHV�ZHUH�XS�WR����WLPHV�KLJKHU�
DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�RI�VLQJOH�SDUHQW�IDPLOLHV�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�
WKRVH�RI�WZR�SDUHQW�IDPLOLHV���
� 7KH� +HULWDJH� &HQWHU� DOVR� FDOFXODWHG�� EDVHG�
RQ�GDWD� IURP������6XUYH\�RI�&RQVXPHU�)LQDQFH� DQG�
WKH�)HGHUDO�5HVHUYH�%RDUG�� WKDW�����RI�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�
FKLOGUHQ�LQ�SRYHUW\�FDPH�IURP�VLQJOH�SDUHQW�KRPHV�DV�
RSSRVHG�WR�RQO\�����IURP�PDUULHG�IDPLOLHV�
� &RXSOH�WKDW�VWXG\�ZLWK�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�DQ�DVWRXQGLQJ�
��� SHUFHQW� RI� DOO� %ODFN� LQPDWHV� FODLP� WR� FRPH� IURP�
KRPHV�ZLWK�LQFRPH�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQHV��DQG�����
of those homes were those where the father was either 
DEVHQW�RU�XQLQYROYHG��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�SURRI�WKDW�WKH�
GHFOLQH�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�%ODFN�IDPLO\�OD\V�¿UPO\�DW�WKH�
URRW�RI�RXU�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UDWHV�
 If we would be honest, we would admit that the 
EHKDYLRU�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKRVH�QXPEHUV�UHÀHFW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�
WUDLQLQJ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�EHFRPH�DQG�SURGXFH�FULPLQDO�
inmates.   
 

7KHUH�LV�D�%LEOLFDO�SURYHUE�WKDW�VD\V��“Train a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
turn from it.”��7KH�$GDPV�&ODUNH�FRPPHQWDU\�IRU�WKLV�
SDVVDJH��3URYHUEV�������UHDGV�DV�IROORZV�
 
 “Show him the duties, the dangers, and the 
blessings of the path; give him directions how to 
perform the duties, how to escape the dangers, and 
how to secure the blessings, which all lie before him. 
Fix these on his mind by daily inculcation, till their 
impression is become indelible; then lead him to 
practice by slow and almost imperceptible degrees, 
till each indelible impression becomes a strongly 
radicated habit.”

� :KHQ�ZH�FRQVLGHU�D�FKLOG�JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�PRVW�
XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQWV��LW¶V�REYLRXV�WKDW�WKH�EHKDYLRUV�WKH\�
observe, embrace and imitate contribute more to their 
WUDQVLWLRQ�WRZDUGV�SULVRQ�WKDQ�WR�FROOHJH�DQG�RU�FDUHHUV���
%HFDXVH�RI�WKHVH�SDWWHUQV�RI�VHOI�GHVWUXFWLYH�EHKDYLRUV��
SULVRQ� RIW� WLPHV� EHFRPHV�PRUH� WKDQ� MXVW� SRVVLEOH� IRU�
\RXQJ�%ODFN�PHQ��LW�EHFRPHV�SUREDEOH���
 &RQVLGHU� WKH�EHKDYLRU� WKH\�REVHUYH�RQ�D�GDLO\�
EDVLV����6H[XDO�LPPRUDOLW\�EHJLQV�HDUOLHU�LQ�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�
DQ\�VRFLDO�VWLJPD�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LW�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�
WR�FRQYH\�VRFLHWDO�GLVDSSURYDO���0HQ�DUH�LPSUHJQDWLQJ�
DQG�DEDQGRQLQJ�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�DQG�WKHQ�EUDJJLQJ�DERXW�
WKHLU�ODFN�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�RQH�JURXS�ZKLOH�EODPLQJ�
WKH� ZKLWH� PDQ� IRU� KLV� IDLOXUH� WR� SURYLGH� WR� DQRWKHU�
JURXS��,�EHOLHYH�PHQ�ZKR�GR�WKLV�DQG�VHW�WKHVH�QHJDWLYH�
H[DPSOHV�GHVHUYH�WR�JR�WR�MDLO��WKHPVHOYHV�
� ,Q� D� FRQWURYHUVLDO� ����� VSHHFK� DW� WKH�6W��3DXO�
&KXUFK�RI�*RG�LQ�&KULVW�LQ�'HWURLW��'U��:LOOLDP��%LOO��
&RVE\�QRWHG�WKDW��³No longer is a person embarrassed 
because they’re pregnant without a husband.  No longer 
is a boy considered an embarrassment if he tries to run 
away from being the father of the unmarried child.”
 7KHVH� EHKDYLRUV� DUH� QRW� RQO\� REVHUYHG�� EXW�
LW¶V� REYLRXV� WKDW� WKH\� DUH� DFWXDOO\� EHLQJ� HPEUDFHG� DV�
UHÀHFWHG�LQ�RXU�KLS�KRS�PXVLF�DQG�SRS�FXOWXUH���6RPHRQH�
RQFH�VDLG��³$OORZ�PH�WR�ZULWH�\RXU�VRQJV�DQG�LW�ZRQ¶W�
PDWWHU�ZKR�ZULWHV�\RXU�ODZV�´�7KH�KLS�KRS�FXOWXUH�KDV�
PDQDJHG�WR�JORULI\�SULVRQ�FXOWXUH�WR�D�GHJUHH�WKDW�JRLQJ�
WR�SULVRQ�KDV�EHFRPH�D�ULWH�RI�SDVVDJH�IRU�PLOOLRQV�RI�
misguided Black males.  
� :H� FDQ� QR� ORQJHU� DYRLG� ZKDW� LV� SDLQIXOO\�
REYLRXVO\�DQG�WUXH���7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�ORZHU�WKH�SULVRQ�
SRSXODWLRQ� LV� E\� UDLVLQJ� WKH� PRUDO� VWDQGDUGV� LQ� RXU�
communities.
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:KHQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�SRVHG�DERXW�WKH�QHHG�WR�HQG�FULPLQDO�UHFLGLYLVP��WKH�UDQJH�RI�VROXWLRQV�RIWHQ�LQFOXGH�
PRUH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQWHUYHQWLRQ��IHGHUDO��VWDWH�DQG�RU�ORFDO���JUHDWHU�SROLFH�SUHVHQFH��LPSURYHG�VFKRROV��LQFUHDVHG�
HFRQRPLF�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�EHWWHU�SDUHQWLQJ��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�SDUHQWLQJ��WKH�FU\�LV�W\SLFDOO\�PRUH�VSHFL¿F��,W�LV�TXLWH�
FRPPRQO\�EHOLHYHG�DQG�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�%ODFN�PDOH�ZLOO�UHVROYH�DOO�RI�RXU�ZRHV��+RZHYHU��D�UHYLHZ�
RI�WKH�UHOHYDQW�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�DV�LW�SHUWDLQV�WR�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�VROXWLRQV��ZH�KDYH�HLWKHU�PLVVHG�WKH�
PDUN��SDVVHG�WKH�EXFN�RU�KDYH�\HW�WR�HYHQ�VFUDWFK�WKH�VXUIDFH��
� 7KH�VKRUW�DQVZHU�WR�KRZ�ZH�VWHP�WKH�WLGH�RI�FULPLQDO�UHFLGLYLVP�LV�WR�VWRS�LW�EHIRUH�LW�VWDUWV��3HUKDSV�WKDW�
PD\�VRXQG�D�ELW�WRR�VLPSOLVWLF��%XW�LW�EULQJV�WR�YLHZ�D�FRXSOH�RI�ÀDZV�LQ�RXU�UHDVRQLQJ��)LUVW��DQG�WKH�PRVW�REYLRXV��
ZH�PXVW�VKHG�WKLV�UHDFWLRQDU\�PLQGVHW�WR�DWWHQG�WR�DQG�WKHUHE\�SUHYHQW�WKH�LQLWLDO�DFW��,I�ZH�DUH�FRQWHPSODWLQJ�
strategies to save would-be repeat offenders,�WKHQ�ZH�KDYH�DOUHDG\�FRQFHGHG�GHIHDW�WR�WKH�GHJUHH�WKDW�WKH�FULPH�
KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�FRPPLWWHG�DQG�WKXV�WKH�F\FOH�ZH�DUH�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�LQWHUUXSW�LV�LQ�PRWLRQ��6R��¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW�
ZH�PXVW�EH�PRUH�SURDFWLYH��7KH�WLPH�VSHQW�YDFLOODWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�UHDFWLRQDU\�EHKDYLRU�DQG�SURDFWLYH�UKHWRULF�LV�D�
W\SLFDO�KLJK�SRLQW�RU�SUHFLSLWDQW�IRU�missing the mark��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKLV�QHFHVVDULO\�OHDGV�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�ÀDZ��
ZKLFK�LV�RYHUZKHOPHG�E\�WKH�LQLWLDO�FLUFXPVWDQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�IRUHJR�QRW�RQO\�RXU�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�ULJKW�WKH�VKLS��
EXW�PRUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�GR�VR��:H�EHJLQ�WR�ORRN�RXWVLGH�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�IRU�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�D�SUREOHP�
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WKDW�W\SLFDOO\�RULJLQDWHV�LQ�RXU�KRPH��$W�ZKLFK�WLPH�ZH�
KDYH�EHJXQ�WKH�GUHDGHG�F\FOH�RI�passing the buck. 
� ,URQLFDOO\�� ZH� FRQVLVWHQWO\� SDVV� WKH� EXFN� WR�
VRPHRQH��ZKR�VRUW�RI�E\�GH¿QLWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�W\SLFDOO\�
look like us, but rides in on his or her white horse 
WR� GH¿QH� RXU� SUREOHP� DQG� WKHUHIRUH� WKH� QDWXUH� RI�
RXU� H[LVWHQFH� DQG�KHOSV� XV� WR� LGHQWLI\� RXU� LQQDWH� DQG�
LQGLJHQRXV�VWUHQJWKV��RUJDQL]H�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�UHVRXUFHV�
LQ� RUGHU� WR� VROYH� WKH� SUREOHP� DV� VWDWHG� DERYH� WKDW�
RULJLQDWHG� LQ� WKH� KRPH�� \HW� PDQLIHVW� LQ� WKH� VWUHHWV��
/HVW� ZH� QRW� IRUJHW�� ,� OLWHUDOO\� PHDQ� pass the buck. 
)RU� WKRVH�ZKRVH�FRXQVHO�ZH�VHHN� WR�GH¿QH�DQG�VROYH�
RXU� SUREOHPV� XVH� WKRVH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� VWUHQJWKV��
UHVRXUFHV� DQG�SUREOHPV� WR�REWDLQ� IXQGLQJ� IURP� VRPH�
IHGHUDO��FRUSRUDWH�RU�SKLODQWKURSLF�HQWLW\�LQ�DQ�DPRXQW�
VXI¿FLHQW�WR�HPSOR\�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�\HV��MXVW�HQRXJK�WR�
scratch the surface.       
� 6R��,�VXEPLW�WR�\RX�WKH�UHDGHU�
that we forego what I have just 
described and seek to engage and 
HPSOR\� WKH� YROXPLQRXV� DQQDOV� RI�
UHVHDUFK�WR�LGHQWLI\��GH¿QH�DQG�VROYH�
RXU�RZQ�SUREOHPV��,Q�RUGHU�WR�GR�VR��
,�SRVLW�WKDW�ZH�¿UVW�ORRN�ZLWKLQ�EHIRUH�
we run out. Before we abandon our 
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� DQG� XQGHUHVWLPDWH�
our abilities, let us make an honest self assessment 
LQ� RUGHU� WR� GHWHUPLQH� KRZ� ZH� FDQ� EHQH¿W� IURP� RXU�
collective resources. After we assess, we will be better 
able to make informed decisions about the alliances 
QHFHVVDU\�WR�NHHS�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�VDIH��
:H� FDQ� HVWDEOLVK�� UH�HVWDEOLVK� DQG� IXQG� LQVWLWXWLRQV�
DQG�KDYHQV�RI�KRSH�DQG�SRVVLELOLWLHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�QXUWXUH�
HFRQRPLFDOO\�YLDEOH�FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�VLPSO\�
serving as subjects and objects of external research that 
XOWLPDWHO\�¿OO�WKH�FRIIHUV�RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�RWKHU���
� $V�,�VWDWHG�LQ�WKH�LQWUR��RZLQJ�WR�RXU�WHQGHQF\�
to miss, pass and scratch, we are losing valuable 
KXPDQ� FDSLWDO� HYHU\� VHFRQG�� HYHU\�PLQXWH� DQG� HYHU\�
KRXU�RI�WKH�GD\��)RU�ZKLOH�ZH�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
WR� DOORFDWH� UHVRXUFHV� RU� IRU� WKH� SROLFH� WR� DUULYH�� ZH�
IRUJHW� DQG� XQIRUWXQDWHO\� VRPHWLPHV� GHQ\� WKDW�ZH� DUH�
WKH� NH\� WR� WKH� KHDOWK� RI� RXU� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WKH� JURZWK�
RI� RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� � DFFRUGLQJ� WR�7KH�
1DWLRQDO� /RQJLWXGLQDO� 6WXG\� RQ� $GROHVFHQW� +HDOWK�
�$''� +HDOWK��� WKH� PRVW� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� VXUYH\� RI�
adolescents to date, “For all health-risk behaviors, 
DFURVV�DOO�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�OHYHOV��IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUHV��DQG�
races and ethnicities, when teens feel connected to 
WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� DQG�ZKHQ� SDUHQWV� DUH� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKHLU�

FKLOGUHQ¶V�OLYHV��WHHQV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�´�$''�+HDOWK�DOVR�
found that parental expectations regarding FRPSOHWLRQ�
of high school and college were associated with lower 
levels of health-risk behaviors. Further, parental 
presence�VHUYHG�DV�SURWHFWLRQ�DJDLQVW�³�WK���WK�JUDGHUV�
XVH� RI� FLJDUHWWHV�� DOFRKRO� DQG� PDULMXDQD� DQG� �WK��WK�
graders use of marijuana as well as for emotional 
GLVWUHVV�DW�DOO�JUDGH�OHYHOV�DQG�YLROHQFH�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�´�
The authors stated further that there “does not seem to 
EH�D�PDJLFDO� WLPH�RI� WKH�GD\�ZKHQ�SDUHQWDO�SUHVHQFH�
LV� HVSHFLDOO\� FULWLFDO�� 5DWKHU�� LW� LV� KDYLQJ� DFFHVV� WR� D�
SDUHQW�DQG�SHUKDSV�SDUHQWDO�VXSHUYLVLRQ�LQ�JHQHUDO�WKDW�
PDWWHUV�PRVW�´�7KLV� VKHGV� OLJKW� RQ� \HW� DQRWKHU� SRLQW��
7KH�UHVHDUFK�VWDWHV�ZH�QHHG�SDUHQWDO�SUHVHQFH��,W�LV�QRW�
JHQGHU� VSHFL¿F��:H�QHHG� ERWK� SDUHQWV��:KLFK�PHDQV�
in the interest of our children, we can no longer afford 

WR� DOORZ� ³EDE\� PDPPD´� RU� ³EDE\� GDGG\´�
GUDPD�WR�GHSULYH�FKLOGUHQ��PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH��
IURP�PXFK�QHHGHG�SDUHQWDO�SUHVHQFH��/DVW��
EXW�QRW�OHDVW��LI�ZH�DUH�WR�SUHYHQW�FULPH�ZH�
PXVW�GHFUHDVH�WKH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�LPSOHPHQWV�
RI�FULPH��$''�+HDOWK�QRWHG�DFFHVV�WR�LOOLFLW�
substances in the home was a risk factor for 
the use of such substances at all grade levels 
DQG� SHUKDSV� PRUH� LPSRUWDQWO\� ³DFFHVV�
to guns in the home was a risk factor for 

YLROHQFH�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�´���
� +HQFH��WKH�¿UVW�OLQH�RI�GHIHQVH�DJDLQVW�YLROHQFH�
and crime is not outside but inside. There exist several 
RWKHU�SURWHFWLYH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�H[SORUHG�IXUWKHU�LQ�
VXEVHTXHQW�DUWLFOHV��+RZHYHU��QHLWKHU� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
QRU�SROLFH�ZHUH�GH¿QHG�DV�SURWHFWLYH�IDFWRUV��$QG�OHW�XV�
EH�PRUH�WKRXJKWIXO�UHJDUGLQJ�\RXWK�HPSOR\PHQW��$''�
+HDOWK� DOVR� IRXQG� WKDW� ³students working more than 
20 hours per week were associated with higher levels 
of emotional distress, substance use and earlier onset 
RI� VH[XDO� DFWLYLW\�� :H� KDYH� WR� VWRS� SRLQWLQJ� ¿QJHUV�
DQG�EHJJLQJ�IRU�KHOS��7KDW�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�
QRW� UHDO� DQG� VLJQL¿FDQW� VRFLDO� EDUULHUV� WR� ZHOO� EHLQJ��
i.e. institutional racism, social disenfranchisement 
DQG�SRYHUW\��%XW�UDWKHU�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�VXFK�WULDOV�DQG�
tribulations, who are our children to look to for love, 
QXUWXUDQFH�� VXSSRUW� DQG�JXLGDQFH� LI� QRW�XV"�:H�PXVW�
DQVZHU�DQG�KHHG�WKDW�FDOO��)RU�LI�ZH�GRQ¶W�� WKH�VWUHHWV�
FHUWDLQO\�ZLOO�������������

For a detailed description of the Add Health project, 

go to www.cpc.unc.edu/projects/addhealth/sitemap.html

Charles L. Alexander, PsyD is an Illinois Licensed 
Clinical Psychologist
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$V�$PHULFDQV��ZH�OLNH�WR�KHDU� WKDW�ZH�UDQN�¿UVW� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG�� �%XW��RXU�QDWLRQ¶V�VWDWXV�DV� WKH�ZRUOG¶V� OHDGLQJ�
incarcerator should noW�ERRVW�WKH�HJR�QRU�ZDUP�WKH�KHDUW�RI�DQ\�SDWULRWLF�FLWL]HQ���5DWKHU��LW�VKRXOG�FRPSHO�XV�WR�
SXUVXH�DJJUHVVLYH�UHIRUPV���
� 2XU�LPSULVRQHG�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�����PLOOLRQ�SXVKHV�XV�ZHOO�EH\RQG�HYHU\�RWKHU�FRXQWU\��LQFOXGLQJ�&KLQD�DQG�
5XVVLD���$�UHFHQW�UHSRUW�IURP�WKH�3HZ�&HQWHU�RQ�WKH�6WDWHV�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�RQH�RXW�RI�HYHU\�����SHRSOH�LQ�$PHULFD�
LV�LQ�SULVRQ�RU�MDLO���)RU�EODFNV��WKH�UDWLR�LV�HYHQ�PRUH�VREHULQJ���2QH�LQ�HYHU\���EODFN�PHQ�DJHV�������OLYHV�EHKLQG�
EDUV���,I�SUHVHQW�WUHQGV�RI�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�FRQWLQXH��RQH�RXW�RI�HYHU\�WKUHH�EODFN�PDOHV�ZLOO�VSHQG�WLPH�� 7 K H V H�
VWDJJHULQJ� VWDWLVWLFV� UHSUHVHQW�GHFDGHV�RI� H[SRQHQWLDO�SULVRQ�JURZWK�DQG�DQ� LQFUHGLEOH�GUDLQ�RQ� VWDWH�EXGJHWV���
But the ultimate cost of corrections extends into the neighborhoods and homes of families across the nation.  
,QFDUFHUDWLRQ¶V�WUXH�SULFH�LV�IHOW�ZKHQ�RXU�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�WHDUV�PRWKHUV�DQG�IDWKHUV�IURP�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�VKDFNOHV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�FULPLQDO�KLVWRULHV�WKDW�KLQGHU�WKHLU�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�DGYDQFHPHQW���0RUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�
QRW��$PHULFD¶V�EODFN�FRPPXQLWLHV�EHDU�WKH�EUXQW�RI�RXU�JOXWWRQ\�IRU�LPSULVRQPHQW���  
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� :H� PLJKW� KDYH� VRPH� UHDVRQ� WR� DFFHSW� RXU�
FXUUHQW� VLWXDWLRQ� LI� LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�ZDV� WKH� EHVW�ZD\� WR�
PDNH�XV�VDIH���3ULVRQV�GR�H[HUW�VRPH�GHWHUUHQW�SRZHU���
$V�WKH�IRUPHU�DWWRUQH\�JHQHUDO�RI�9LUJLQLD��,�FHUWDLQO\�
EHOLHYH� WKDW� ZH� VKRXOG� XVH� WKHP� IRU� SURWHFWLRQ� IURP�
YLROHQW�RIIHQGHUV���+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�RQO\�D�ORRVH�DQG�
inconsistent link between an increase in incarceration 
UDWHV� DQG� D� GHFOLQH� LQ� FULPH� UDWHV�� � 1HZ� <RUN�� IRU�
H[DPSOH�� UHGXFHG� LWV� SULVRQ� SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ODVW�
GHFDGH� DQG� H[SHULHQFHG� D� GURS� LQ� FULPH� DW� WKH� VDPH�
time.   
� 7KLV� PD\� VHHP� LPSRVVLEOH�� � %XW�� ZKHQ� \RX�
FRQVLGHU� WKDW� RQO\� DERXW� KDOI� RI� RXU� SULVRQHUV� DUH�
DFWXDOO\�FRQYLFWHG�RI�YLROHQW�RIIHQVHV�� LW�PDNHV�VHQVH�
WKDW� VRPH� RI� WKHP� FRXOG� UHPDLQ� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�
XQGHU�VXSHUYLVLRQ�ZLWKRXW�ULVNLQJ�RXU�VDIHW\�� �3ULVRQV�
VKRXOG�EH�XVHG� IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR� WKUHDWHQ�SXEOLF� VDIHW\�
±�QRW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�XV�DQJU\���:KHQ�ZH�¿OO�
RXU�SULVRQV�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR¶YH�FRPPLWWHG�PLQRU��QRQ�
violent offenses, we crowd out room for those who are 
WUXO\�GDQJHURXV���
 :H� FDQ¶W� MXVW� WKLQN� DERXW� KRZ� RXU� FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH� V\VWHP� DIIHFWV� XV�� KRZHYHU�� � (DFK� PDQ� DQG�
ZRPDQ�EHKLQG�EDUV�LV�SUHFLRXV�LQ�*RG¶V�VLJKW����%HIRUH�
,� FDPH� WR� 3ULVRQ� )HOORZVKLS�� ,� EHOLHYHG� SULVRQHUV�
GHVHUYHG� WKHLU� VHQWHQFHV� DQG� PHULWHG� QRQH� RI� P\�
V\PSDWK\��7RGD\� ,� UHDOL]H� WKDW�ZKLOH�ZH�PXVW�XSKROG�
justice and the rule of law, we must also value each 
SULVRQHU�DV�*RG�GRHV�±�DQG�FRQVLGHU�ZKHWKHU�RXU�SROLFLHV�
KHOS� RU� KLQGHU� WKHLU� DELOLW\� WR� WUDQVIRUP� WKHLU� OLYHV� 
 +RZ�GLG�ZH�FRPH� WR� LQFDUFHUDWH�PRUH�SHRSOH�
SHU� FDSLWD� WKDQ� DQ\� RWKHU� QDWLRQ"� ,W� VWHPV� IURP� D�
EUHDNGRZQ� RI� WKH� IDPLO\� DQG� D� ³WRXJK� RQ� FULPH´�
SDUDGLJP� LQWURGXFHG� LQ� WKH� ����V�� 7KLV� SDUDGLJP�
delivered harsh sentencing laws that reduced judicial 
GLVFUHWLRQ�DQG�GHOLYHUHG�OHQJWK\�SULVRQ�WHUPV���7KH�ZDU�
RQ�GUXJV�EHJDQ�LQ�WKLV�SXQLWLYH�HUD��EULQJLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�
QXPEHUV�RI�SHRSOH�LQWR�SULVRQ���,Q�������GUXJ�RIIHQGHUV�
UHSUHVHQWHG� RQH�¿IWK� RI� WKH� VWDWH� FRUUHFWLRQDO� IDFLOLW\�
SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�RYHU�KDOI�RI�IHGHUDO�IDFLOLW\�SRSXODWLRQV���
And a far greater number arises from crimes 
FRPPLWWHG�E\� WKRVH�ZLWK� GUXJ� DQG� DOFRKRO� DGGLFWLRQ� 
� 2XU�SUREDWLRQ�DQG�SDUROH�SROLFLHV�DOVR�FRQWULEXWH�
WR� RXU� EORDWHG� SULVRQHU� SRSXODWLRQ�� � � ,I� RXU� V\VWHP¶V�
VXFFHVV�ZDV�PHDVXUHG�E\�IDLOXUHV��WKHQ�\RX�PLJKW�VD\�
ZH�ZHUH�GRLQJ�D�JRRG�MRE���,Q�������QHDUO\�RQH�¿IWK�RI�
WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�H[LWHG�SUREDWLRQ�KDG�WKHLU�VXSHUYLVLRQV�
UHYRNHG�DQG�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�SULVRQ���0RUH�WKDQ�RQH�WKLUG�
RI� SULVRQ� DGPLVVLRQV� DUH� IRU� SDUROH� IDLOXUHV�� DQG� KDOI�
RI�WKH�8�6��MDLO�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�LQFDUFHUDWHG�IRU�YLRODWLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\�VXSHUYLVLRQ�� �7KDW¶V�DQ� LQFUHGLEOH�QXPEHU�
RI�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WUXGJLQJ�EDFN�WKURXJK�SULVRQ�JDWHV�� 

� $QG�IRU�PDQ\��WKH�YLRODWLRQ�FRPPLWWHG�ZDV�QRW�
DQ�LOOHJDO�DFW���7KHUH�DUH�WZR�NLQGV�RI�SUREDWLRQ�DQG�SDUROH�
YLRODWLRQV���$�FULPLQDO�YLRODWLRQ�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�D�SHUVRQ�
is charged for committing a new crime.  A technical 
YLRODWLRQ�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�IDLO�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�UXOHV�
XQLTXH�WR�WKHLU�VXSHUYLVLRQ�FRQGLWLRQV�±�VXFK�DV�NHHSLQJ�
D�FXUIHZ�DQG�FKHFNLQJ�LQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�SUREDWLRQ�RI¿FHU� 
� :KLOH� WKH� SROLFLHV� GLIIHU� EHWZHHQ� VWDWHV�� WKH�
%XUHDX�RI�-XVWLFH�6WDWLVWLFV�VD\V�WKDW�KDOI�RI�SUREDWLRQ�
YLRODWRUV� LQFDUFHUDWHG� LQ� ����� ZHUH� VHQW� WR� SULVRQ�
IRU� WHFKQLFDO� YLRODWLRQV�� � ,Q� ������ URXJKO\� RQH�
WKLUG� RI� VWDWH� SDUROH� UHYRFDWLRQV� RFFXUUHG� EHFDXVH�
of reasons other than a new offense.  And, once 
DJDLQ�� WKHVH� SROLFLHV� GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\� KDUP� EODFN�
FRPPXQLWLHV�� � 5HVHDUFK� RQ� :LVFRQVLQ¶V� SUREDWLRQ�
DQG� SDUROH� V\VWHPV� UHYHDOV� WKDW� EODFNV� KDYH� D� ����
higher chance than whites of being revoked from 
VXSHUYLVLRQ� ZLWKRXW� FKDUJHV� IRU� D� QHZ� RIIHQVH� 
� 6R�KRZ�VKRXOG�ZH�UHVSRQG�WR�DOO�RI� WKLV"� �:H�
PXVW� UH�HYDOXDWH�ZKR�ZH� ORFN�XS��ZK\�ZH� ORFN� WKHP�
XS�� DQG� KRZ�ZH� ORFN� WKHP� XS�� �0LFDK� ���� VD\V� WKDW�
*RG�KDV� VKRZQ�XV�ZKDW� LV�JRRG�� WR�GR� MXVWLFH�DQG� WR�
ORYH�PHUF\���,W�LV�KDUG�WR�DUJXH�WKDW�GHOLYHULQJ�OHQJWK\�
SULVRQ� VHQWHQFHV� IRU� PLQRU� RIIHQVHV� XVKHUV� LQ� D� MXVW�
VRFLHW\±� RU� LV� DQ\� LQGLFDWLRQ� RI� PHUF\�� � ,W� FHUWDLQO\�
KDUPV�RXU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV���$QG�LW�FHUWDLQO\�
GRHVQ¶W�PDNH�PXFK�VHQVH�IRU�RXU�EXGJHWV�RU�RXU�VDIHW\� 
� 7KH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�EHWWHU�ZD\V�WKDQ�
LQFDUFHUDWLRQ� WR� KROG� RIIHQGHUV� DFFRXQWDEOH� DQG� NHHS�
XV� VDIH�� 7KH� 8�6�� 6HQWHQFLQJ� &RPPLVVLRQ� UHFHQWO\�
said it is considering recommendations for alternative 
VHQWHQFLQJ�DQG�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�LQVWHDG�RI�OHQJWK\�SULVRQ�
terms for some of our low-risk, non-violent offenders.  
7KHVH� DUH� H[DFWO\� WKH� NLQGV� RI� WKLQJV� ZH� VKRXOG�
SXUVXH�� � :H� VKRXOG� HOLPLQDWH� PDQGDWRU\� PLQLPXPV�
aQG� WKUHH� VWULNHV� ODZV� WKDW� WDNH� D� RQH�VL]H�¿WV�DOO�
DSSURDFK� WR� MXVWLFH�� � :H� VKRXOG� XVH� GUXJ� WUHDWPHQW�
FRXUWV�WKDW�DOORZ�RIIHQGHUV�WR�UHPDLQ�XQGHU�VXSHUYLVLRQ�
in our communities while receiving treatment for 
DGGLFWLRQ�� �$QG��ZH� VKRXOG� UHIRUP�RXU�SUREDWLRQ�DQG�
SDUROH� SROLFLHV� VR� WKDW� VXSHUYLVLRQ� KHOSV� RIIHQGHUV�
VXFFHVVIXOO\� WUDQVLWLRQ� EDFN� WR� RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV��� 
� :KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� SUREDWLRQ� DQG� SDUROH�� ZH�
VKRXOG� WDNH� VHYHUDO�� VSHFL¿F� VWHSV�� � )LUVW�� ZH� VKRXOG�
DVVLJQ� RIIHQGHUV¶� VXSHUYLVLRQ� OHYHOV� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU�
ULVN� OHYHO�� � *RRG� EHKDYLRU� VKRXOG� EH� UHZDUGHG� E\�
OHVV� LQWHQVH� LQWHUYHQWLRQ�� � 7KLV� QRW� RQO\� HQFRXUDJHV�
VXFFHVVIXO� FRPSOHWLRQ� RI� VXSHUYLVLRQ� EXW� DOVR� IUHHV�
SUREDWLRQ� DQG� SDUROH� RI¿FHUV� WR� GLUHFW� WKHLU� HQHUJ\�
DQG� UHVRXUFHV� WRZDUGV� WKRVH�ZKR�SRVH� D�JUHDWHU� ULVN� 
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� 6HFRQG��ZH�VKRXOG�FKDQJH�WKH�ZD\�ZH�UHVSRQG�
to technical violations.  Sanctions for these kinds 
RI� YLRODWLRQV� VKRXOG� EH� ULVN� EDVHG�� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� WKH�
JUDYLW\� RI� WKH� YLRODWLRQ� DQG� WKH� RIIHQGHUV¶� WKUHDW� WR�
VRFLHW\���7KLV�JLYHV�VXSHUYLVLRQ�RI¿FHUV�D�YDULHW\�RI�ZD\V�
EH\RQG�UHYRFDWLRQ�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�YLRODWLRQV���2UHJRQ�KDV�
XVHG�WKLV�DSSURDFK�VLQFH�WKH�HDUO\�����V�DQG�KDV�IRXQG�
WKDW� SHRSOH�ZKR� UHFHLYH� WKHVH� NLQGV� RI� VDQFWLRQV� DUH�
DOPRVW�KDOI�DV�OLNHO\�WR�UHFLGLYDWH�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�� 
 (IIHFWLYH� VDQFWLRQV� DUH� DOVR� VZLIW� DQG� FHUWDLQ���
Requiring formal hearings to address violations often 
GHOD\V� UHVSRQVH� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� EDFNORJ� ZLWKLQ� FRXUW�
V\VWHPV�DQG�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�SDSHUZRUN���
:H�PXVW� VWUHDPOLQH� WKH�SURFHVV� WR�GHFLVLYHO\�DGGUHVV�
ULVNV�WR�SXEOLF�VDIHW\��PHHW�RIIHQGHUV¶�QHHGV�DQG�FRPSHO�
FRPSOLDQFH���

� +DZDLL�HPSOR\V�VXFK�D�VZLIW�DQG�VXUH�DSSURDFK�
WR�SUREDWLRQ�YLRODWLRQV�LQ�LWV�SURJUDP�FDOOHG�2IIHQGHUV�
LQ� +DZDLL¶V� 2SSRUWXQLW\� 3UREDWLRQ� (QIRUFHPHQW�� RU�
+23(�� �8VLQJ� VKRUW� MDLO� VWD\V� DQG� GUXJ� WUHDWPHQW� DV�
SRVVLEOH�VDQFWLRQV��WKH�SURJUDP�KDV�\LHOGHG�UHPDUNDEOH�
UHVXOWV�� �$UUHVW� UDWHV� IRU�+23(�SUREDWLRQHUV�DUH� WKUHH�
WLPHV�ORZHU�WKDQ�FRPSDULVRQ�SUREDWLRQHUV���
� )LQDOO\��VDQFWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�RXWFRPH�RULHQWHG��
HTXLSSLQJ� RIIHQGHUV� WR� FKDQJH� WKHLU� EHKDYLRU�� )RU�
H[DPSOH�� LI�D�SHUVRQ�XQGHU� VXSHUYLVLRQ� IDLOV� WR� UHSRUW�
an address change because he lost his job, it makes 
PRUH� VHQVH� IRU� DQ�RI¿FHU� WR� UHTXLUH� MRE� WUDLQLQJ� WKDQ�
WR�SXQLVK�ZLWK�PRUH�IUHTXHQW�UHSRUWLQJ�� �7KLV�PHWKRG�
EHWWHU�VWHZDUGV�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�KHOSV�RIIHQGHUV�VXFFHHG�
in their communities.
�� 8OWLPDWHO\�� HQDEOLQJ� RIIHQGHUV� WR� FKDQJH�
UHTXLUHV�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�KXPDQ�KHDUW���:H�PXVW�UHPHPEHU�
WKDW� FULPH� LV� HVVHQWLDOO\� D�PRUDO� SUREOHP�� DV�5LFKDUG�
+HUUQVWHLQ� DQG� -DPHV� 4�� :LOVRQ� IURP� +DUYDUG�
8QLYHUVLW\� FRQ¿UPHG� LQ� WKHLU� ����� ERRN�Crime and 
Human Nature. �,I�RIIHQGHUV�DUH�WR�EHFRPH�SURGXFWLYH��
ODZ�DELGLQJ�FLWL]HQV��ZH�QHHG�WR�HTXLS�WKHP�ZLWK�PRUDO�
VWDQGDUGV� WR� OLYH� E\�� D� ZRUOGYLHZ� WKDW� H[SODLQV� ZK\�
WKH\�VKRXOG�GR�VR�DQG�WKH�SRZHU�WR�PDNH�WKHVH�FKRLFHV�
SRVVLEOH����

� 3ULVRQ� )HOORZVKLS¶V� ,QQHU&KDQJH� )UHHGRP�
,QLWLDWLYH��,),��ZRUNV�WR�GR�H[DFWO\�WKLV���2SHUDWLQJ�LQ�VL[�
VWDWHV��,),�LV�DQ�LQWHQVLYH��KROLVWLF�UHVLGHQWLDO�SURJUDP�
WKDW� SURYLGHV� VSLULWXDO� DQG� FKDUDFWHU� GHYHORSPHQW��
job and academic training, as well as mentoring.  A 
����� VWXG\� E\� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 3HQQV\OYDQLD� IRXQG�
WKDW� ,),� SURJUDP� JUDGXDWHV� KDG� ���� OHVV� OLNHOLKRRG�
RI� EHLQJ� UHLQFDUFHUDWHG� WKDQ� WKH� FRPSDULVRQ� JURXS��
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�IDLWK�WR�WUDQVIRUP�OLYHV�
� ,),� LV� RQO\� RQH� RI� PDQ\� SURJUDPV� DFURVV� WKH�
FRXQWU\� WKDW� VKRZ� WKH� EHQH¿WV� RI� D� UHVWRUDWLYH� IRFXV�
ZLWKLQ�RXU�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�SXQLWLYH�
IRFXV� WKDW� FURZGV� RXU� SULVRQV�� � )RU� WKH� VDNH� RI� RXU�
families and communities, we need to take a serious 
ORRN�DW�WKH�FXOWXUH�RI�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�WKDW�ZH¶UH�FUHDWLQJ���
%\�XVLQJ�ZLVGRP�WR�SUDFWLFH�MXVWLFH�DQG�PHUF\��ZH�FDQ�
FKDQJH�WKH�ZD\�ZH�DSSURDFK�FRUUHFWLRQV�LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\���
$QG�SHUKDSV�� LI�ZH�GR�VR��ZH�FDQ� OHDG� WKH�ZRUOG�QRW�
LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZH�LPSULVRQ�EXW�LQ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�RIIHQGHUV�ZH�WUDQVIRUP�LQWR�H[HPSODU\�
fathers, mothers, co-workers, neighbors and leaders.

Mark Earley, former State Senator (1988-1998) and 
Attorney General of Virginia (1998-2001), became 
president of PFM on February 1, 2002.
Karen Williams is Restorative Justice Assistant for 
Justice Fellowship.
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CULPH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�SXQGLWV�OLNH�WR�FDOO�D�³NLWFKHQ�WDEOH�LVVXH�´�,W¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�
WKDW�FXWV�DFURVV�OLQHV�RI�UDFH��FODVV�DQG�SRZHU���7KHUH�LV�QR�SODFH�GHYRLG�RI�
FULPH��DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHDO�ZD\�WR�FRPSOHWHO\�DYRLG�LW�
� /LNH�VHFXULQJ�D�JRRG�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�PLQGLQJ�WKH�IDPLO\�EXGJHW��GHDOLQJ�
ZLWK�FULPH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�HYHU\�KRXVHKROG�PXVW�SRQGHU���6RPH�KRXVHKROGV��
XQIRUWXQDWHO\��KDYH�PXFK�PRUH�DW�VWDNH�WKDQ�RWKHUV�
� 7KHUH�LV�DQ�XQVHWWOLQJ�UDFLDO�DVSHFW�WR�RXU�QDWLRQ¶V�FULPH�SUREOHP��EXW�
LW�KDV�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�UDFLVP���,W¶V�EODFN�RQ�EODFN�FULPH��DQG�LW�LV�WUDJLF�LQ�
PRUH�ZD\V�WKDQ�RQH�
� :KLOH�EODFNV�DFFRXQW�IRU�D�PHUH����SHUFHQW�RI� WKH�8�6��SRSXODWLRQ��
URXJKO\����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�WZR�PLOOLRQ�SULVRQ�LQPDWHV�DUH�EODFN���

by Jimmie l. Hollis
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$V�RI�'HFHPEHU�����������DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����SHUFHQW�RI�
EODFN�PDOHV�EHWZHHQ����DQG����ZHUH�LQ�VWDWH�RU�IHGHUDO�
SULVRQV��YHUVXV�����SHUFHQW�RI�+LVSDQLF�PDOHV�DQG�����
SHUFHQW�RI�ZKLWH�PDOHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DJH�JURXS�
� 7KLV�RYHU�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�EODFNV�LQ�FRUUHFWLRQDO�
IDFLOLWLHV� FDQ¶W� EH� H[SODLQHG� DZD\� DV� D� FRQVHTXHQFH�
RI�ELDV�RU�UDFLVP�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��LW¶V�D�
UHÀHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� YLROHQFH� ZLWKLQ� RXU� FRPPXQLW\�� � ,Q�
���������SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�PXUGHU�YLFWLPV�ZHUH�EODFN��DQG�
���SHUFHQW�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�PXUGHUHG�E\�D�EODFN�SHUVRQ�
� :KLOH� WKH� YLFWLPL]DWLRQ� UDWHV� IRU� EODFNV� ZHUH�
six times higher than for whites, the rate for black 
offenders was also more than seven times higher.  
� $PHULFDQV� DUH� SOHDVHG� WR� VHH� D� UHGXFWLRQ� LQ�
PXUGHU� UDWHV� QDWLRQDOO\�� DV� ZH� VKRXOG� EH�� EXW� VXFK�
D� EURDG� FRPSLODWLRQ� RI� GDWD� KLGHV� DQ� DODUPLQJ� UDFLDO�
GLYHUJHQFH�� � )HGHUDO� UHSRUWV� VKRZ� WKDW� ���� ZKLWH�
DQG� ���� EODFN� MXYHQLOHV� FRPPLWWHG� PXUGHU� LQ� �������
6HYHQ�\HDUV�ODWHU��ZKLWH�MXYHQLOHV�ZHUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
����PXUGHUV�� FULPH� UDWHV�KDG�EDUHO\�FKDQJHG�� �%ODFN�
MXYHQLOHV��KRZHYHU��GHPRQVWUDWHG�D����SHUFHQW�LQFUHDVH�
LQ� YLROHQW� FULPH�� FRPPLWWLQJ� ������ PXUGHUV�� � 7KH�
QXPEHU�RI�\RXQJ�EODFN�PXUGHU�YLFWLPV�DOVR�URVH�GXULQJ�
WKLV� SHULRG�� DV� GLG� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� PXUGHUV� LQYROYLQJ�
guns.
� +RPLFLGH�LV�WKH�OHDGLQJ�FDXVH�RI�GHDWK�IRU�EODFN�
PDOHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI����DQG�����DQG�WKH�VHFRQGDU\�
RQH�IRU�IHPDOHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�DJH�JURXS���,Q�������EODFN�
PDOHV� EHWZHHQ� WKH� DJHV� RI� ��� DQG� ��� DOVR� KDG� WKH�
KLJKHVW�YLFWLPL]DWLRQ�UDWHV�²�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�WLPHV�WKH�
UDWHV�IRU�PDOHV����DQG�ROGHU��DQG�QHDUO\�IRXU�WLPHV�WKH�
UDWHV� IRU� PDOHV� EHWZHHQ� ��� DQG� ���� � 6LQFH� WKH� HDUO\�
����V��KRZHYHU�� WKH�IUHTXHQFLHV�RI�ERWK�EODFN�IHPDOH�
victims and black female offenders have continued to 
GHFOLQH�DFURVV�DOO�DJH�JURXSV�
� 7KHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�ZLOO��GHVSLWH�WKHVH�VWDWLVWLFV��
FRQWLQXH�WR�GZHOO�RQ�ULYDOU\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UDFHV�� �7KH\�
UHIXVH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKH�UDSLG�VHULHV�RI�EUHDNWKURXJKV�
LQ� HTXDOLW\� RXU� QDWLRQ� KDV� H[SHULHQFHG� RYHU� WKH� SDVW�
few generations and the increasing tolerance of white 
Americans.
� $PHULFD� KDV� HOHFWHG� LWV� ¿UVW� EODFN� SUHVLGHQW���
%ODFNV�KROG�SRVLWLRQV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�FRUSRUDWH�ODGGHU�
DQG� DUH� KLJKO\�UHVSHFWHG� LQ�$PHULFDQ� FXOWXUH� LQ� WKH�
¿HOGV�RI�VSRUWV�DQG�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
 Racism could not hold these achievers back, 
DQG�LW�FDQ¶W�EH�EODPHG�IRU�EODFN�RQ�EODFN�FULPH�

$V� IRU� P\� RZQ� SHUVRQDO� VWRU\�� ,� JUHZ� XS� WHQ� PLOHV�
RXWVLGH� (DVW� 6DLQW� /RXLV�� ,OOLQRLV� GXULQJ� WKH� ODWH� ��V�

DQG�HDUO\���V���,W�ZDV�D�SURXG�PLGGOH�FODVV�FLW\�ZKHUH�
ZKLWH�DQG�EODFN�SURIHVVLRQDOV�OLYHG�DV�QHLJKERUV�� �%\�
WKH�HQG�RI� WKH���V��DOO� WKH�ZKLWH�UHVLGHQWV�KDG�PRYHG�
RXW�� � 6R� GLG�PDQ\� EODFN� IDPLOLHV�� �7KRVH�ZKR� FRXOG�
QRW�DIIRUG�WR�PRYH�VDZ�WKHLU�FLW\�TXLFNO\�RYHUWDNHQ�E\�
WKXJV��FULPLQDOV��GRSH�DGGLFWV��SURVWLWXWHV�DQG�JDQJV�²�
most of whom were black.
� 5HVLGHQWV� VRRQ� IRXQG� WKHPVHOYHV� WUDSSHG� LQ� D�
hell that caused them to fear even going out to the store.  
7KLV�ZDVQ¶W�IHDU�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�.X�.OX[�.ODQ��EXW�E\�
EODFNV�SUH\LQJ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�
� %HWZHHQ������DQG�������,�RFFDVLRQDOO\�YLVLWHG�
UHODWLYHV� LQ� WKH�(DVW�� 6W��/RXLV� DUHD�� � ,�ZDV� VDGGHQHG�
to see that even the churches there had become targets 
RI� FULPH� DQG� GLVUHVSHFW� E\� EODFN� KRRGOXPV�� �7ZR� RI�
P\�FKLOGKRRG�IULHQGV�DUH�PLQLVWHUV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DQG�WKH\�
RIWHQ�WHOO�PH�RI�WKH�DZIXO�FULPHV�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�EODFNV�
WKXJV�LQ�WKDW�FLW\�
� 5DFLVP�GLGQ¶W� FDXVH� WKH� HYLO� DWWLWXGHV�� EURNHQ�
families, high rates out-of-wedlock births, child abuse 
DQG� DERUWLRQV� WKDW� SODJXH� EODFN� FRPPXQLWLHV�� � 7KH�
FDXVH�LV�D�ODFN�RI�PRUDO�IRXQGDWLRQ��LJQRUDQFH��DSDWK\��
VHO¿VKQHVV�DQG�JUHHG�
 But time and time again, we hear our so-
FDOOHG� OHDGHUV� UHSHDWLQJ� WKH� DJH�ROG� OLH� WKDW� WKHVH�
EODFN�SUREOHPV�VWHP�IURP�ZKLWH�UDFLVP���:KLOH�VRPH�
SUREOHPV�PD\�KDYH�UDFLVW�RULJLQV��EODFN�RQ�EODFN�FULPH�
LVQ¶W�RQH�RI�WKHP�
� :KDW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�WR�¿JKW�WKH�VFRXUJH�RI�EODFN�
RQ�EODFN�FULPH"��7KH�¿UVW�UHDOL]DWLRQ�ZH�PXVW�IDFH�LV�
WKDW�LW�LV�RXU�SUREOHP���2WKHUV�FDQ�KHOS��EXW�ZH�PXVW�GR�
WKH�KHDY\�OLIWLQJ����)XUWKHUPRUH��ZH�PXVW�QRW�EODPH�RXU�
SUREOHPV�RQ�ZKLWHV�
� :H� PXVW� FKDQJH� RXU� DWWLWXGHV� WRZDUGV� ODZ�
enforcement to start working with these agencies and 
QRW�DJDLQVW�WKHP��:H�PXVW�QRW�JORULI\�GUXJ�XVH�DQG�SDLQW�
YLROHQW�FULPLQDOV�DV�³KHURHV�RI�WKH�µKRRG´�MXVW�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�DUH�EODFN���7KH�VDPH�EODFN�³KHURHV´�SUDLVHG�LQ�UDS�
songs would not hesitate to murder black seniors to get 
a few dollars for drugs.
� 1DWXUDOO\�� WKHUH� DUH� VHULRXV� ULVNV� LQYROYHG�
EHFDXVH� WKH� FULPLQDO� HOHPHQW�ZRQ¶W� JR� DZD\�ZLWKRXW�
D�¿JKW�� �&DVH� LQ�SRLQW�� RQ�)HEUXDU\�����������135¶V�
³$OO�7KLQJV�&RQVLGHUHG´�KLJKOLJKWHG� WKH�EUXWDO�FULPH�
WKDW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�%DOWLPRUH�LQ�2FWREHU�RI��������:KHQ�
$QJHOD�0DULD�'DZVRQ�WULHG�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�GUXJ�
crime in her neighborhood, black thugs set her home on 
¿UH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�QLJKW���'DZVRQ�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�
SHULVKHG�LQ�WKH�ÀDPHV�
 It would be nice to think things have changed 
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LQ� %DOWLPRUH� VLQFH� WKDW� KRUUL¿F� LQFLGHQW�� EXW� WKH\¶YH�
SUREDEO\� JRWWHQ� ZRUVH�� � ,W¶V� FRPPRQ� WR� VHH� 7�VKLUWV�
WKDW�UHDG�³VWRS�VQLWFKLQ¶´�²�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�SRSXODU��DQG�
YXOJDU��ZLWQHVV�VXSSUHVVLRQ�'9'�RI�WKH�VDPH�QDPH�
� &OHDQLQJ�XS� WKLV�HPEDUUDVVLQJ�DQG�GHPHDQLQJ�
SUREOHP�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�ZLOO�WDNH�WLPH��KDUG�ZRUN��
LQYROYH� ULVNV� DQG� UHTXLUH� D� SHUVLVWHQW� JUDVVURRWV�
PRYHPHQW���'HVSLWH�WKH�IRUPLGDEOH�WDVN��,�EHOLHYH�LW�FDQ�
be done.  It starts in the home.
� )RU� H[DPSOH�� -XG\�0DUWLQ� IRXQGHG�6XUYLYRUV�
9LFWLPV�RI�7UDJHG\�� ,QF�� LQ�&OHYHODQG��2KLR�DIWHU�KHU�
\RXQJHVW�VRQ�ZDV�PXUGHUHG�LQ��������7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
VWULYHV�WR�KHOS�JULHYHUV�ZKR�ORVW�ORYHG�RQHV�WR�DFWV�RI�
violent crime, from murder and vehicular homicide to 
VXLFLGH�� �7KHLU� VHUYLFHV� LQFOXGH� KHOSLQJ� IDPLOLHV� DQG�
or friends hold vigils and memorials and assistance in 
GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�9LFWLPV�$VVLVWDQFH�2I¿FH��6WDWH�3DUROH�
Board and other bureaucratic agencies.
� $� XQLTXH� IHDWXUH� RI� 6XUYLYRUV�9LFWLPV� RI�
7UDJHG\� LV� WKHLU� ³:DOO� RI� 6RUURZV�´� � 7KHLU� ZHEVLWH�
H[SODLQV�WKDW��³7KLV�ZDOO�UHSUHVHQWV�DOO�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
\RXQJ� DGXOWV� NLOOHG� LQ� &X\DKRJD�&RXQW\� �&OHYHODQG��
2KLR��VLQFH������´��,QFOXGLQJ�HOHYHQ�YLFWLPV�NLOOHG�VR�
IDU�LQ�������DV�RI�0DUFK�����WKH�:DOO�RI�6RUURZV�SD\V�
WULEXWH�WR�������YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQW�FULPH�DQG�WR�WKH�����
Ohioans lost in Iraq.
� ,Q�DQRWKHU�LQVWDQFH��-R\FH�5D\QRU�ZDV�VSXUUHG�
WR�DFWLRQ�ZKHQ�KHU����\HDU�ROG�VRQ�ZDV�VKRW�DQG�NLOOHG�
E\�D�JDQJ�OHDGHU�LQ�/LWWOH�5RFN�LQ��������6KH�TXLW�KHU�
MRE�RI����\HDUV�WR�VWDUW�WKH�QRQ�SUR¿W�&HQWHU�IRU�+HDOLQJ�
+HDUWV� DQG�6SLULWV�� D�SURMHFW�RI� WKH�:RPHQ¶V�&RXQFLO�
on African American Affairs, Inc.  The Center was 
created to assist victims of violent crimes and terminal 
LOOQHVVHV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�³WR�LPSURYH�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
their economic and social environment, transition back 
LQWR�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�DQG�WR�SURYLGH�IRU�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\�´
� $V�PXFK�DV�ZH�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�DFWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�
ZRPHQ� DQG� WKH� H[DPSOHV� WKH\� VHW�� LW� VKRXOGQ¶W� WDNH�
ORVLQJ� D� ORYHG� RQH� WR� JHW� VRPHRQH� LQYROYHG�� �:KLOH�
LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�SD\�UHVSHFWV�WR�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�YLROHQW�
crimes and honor their memories, communities need 
to come together and prevent these tragedies from 
KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�
� ,W� LV� RI� JUHDW� LPSRUWDQFH� QRW� WR� DEGLFDWH� WKLV�
WDVN�� �&U\LQJ�DQG�ZDLOLQJ�HYHU\� WLPH�D�EODFN�FKLOG� LV�
PXUGHUHG�E\�D�EODFN�WKXJ�DYDLOV�XV�QRWKLQJ���$FWLRQ�LV�
QHFHVVDU\�
The Black-on-Black Crime Coalition, for instance, was 
FUHDWHG�LQ�/LWWOH�5RFN�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR� LQFUHDVHG�EODFN�
RQ�EODFN�YLROHQFH���$V�RI�$XJXVW����������WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�

UHSRUWV� ��� KRPLFLGHV� KDG� EHHQ� FRPPLWWHG� LQ� /LWWOH�
5RFN� DORQH�� ��� SHUFHQW� RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH� FRPPLWWHG� E\�
blacks against blacks.  The Coalition strives to increase 
SXEOLF� DZDUHQHVV� DQG� UHGXFH�EODFN�RQ�EODFN� FULPH� LQ�
Little Rock.
� ,W� WDNHV�JURXSV� OLNH� WKLV� WR�EULQJ�D�FRPPXQLW\�
WRJHWKHU�� �%ODFN�SHRSOH� LQ�$PHULFD�KDYH�FRPH�D� ORQJ�
ZD\�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�GHFDGHV�²�ZH�VKRXOG�NQRZ�E\�
now that when we come together, and decide to rise 
DERYH�ELFNHULQJ�RYHU�WKH�UHDVRQV�EHKLQG�RXU�SUREOHPV��
DQG�WDNH�DFWLRQ�WR�¿JKW�LQMXVWLFHV��ZH�FDQ�DFFRPSOLVK�
JUHDW�WKLQJV���%XW�¿UVW��ZH�PXVW�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�
� 2QH�GD\��ZH�ZLOO�VXUHO\�EH�KHOG�DFFRXQWDEOH�IRU�
WKH�DFWLRQV�RU�ODFN�WKHUHRI�IRU�SURWHFWLQJ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��
ZLYHV��PRWKHUV��VLVWHUV�DQG�VHQLRUV���1R�H[FXVHV�ZLOO�EH�
DFFHSWHG�
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Jimmie L. Hollis is a member of the national advisory 
council of the black leadership network Project 21.
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7UDGLWLRQDOO\�� FRQVHUYDWLYHV� KDYH� UXQ� RQ� VWURQJ� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW� FDPSDLJQV�� &RQYHUVHO\�� OLEHUDOV� KDYH�
SHULRGLFDOO\�PDGH�D�ELJ�VWLQN�DERXW�KLJK�SUR¿OH�FDVHV�WKDW�VKRZ�SUREOHPV�LQ�RXU�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP���$�IHZ�\HDUV�
DJR��WKH�7RRNLH�:LOOLDPV�FDVH�GUHZ�QDWLRQDO�DWWHQWLRQ�EHFDXVH�WKLV�KDUGHQHG��VDGLVWLF�NLOOHU�DQG�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�
IDPRXV�%ORRGV�JDQJ�WUDQVIRUPHG�KLPVHOI�LQ�SULVRQ��
� $�JUDVVURRWV�PRYHPHQW�URVH�XS�WR�NHHS�KLP�IURP�EHLQJ�H[HFXWHG�IRU�FULPHV�WKDW�KH�FRPPLWWHG���7KRXJK�
WKH�PHGLD�JDYH�KLJK�SUR¿OH�WR�WKH�FHOHEULW\�VXSSRUW�WKDW�UDOOLHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�:LOOLDPV¶�SHUVRQDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��
LQ�WKH�HQG�KH�ZDV�H[HFXWHG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�KHLQRXV�QDWXUH�RI�KLV�FULPH��:KHWKHU�\RX�EHOLHYH�:LOOLDPV�WUXO\�
FKDQJHG� RU� QRW��PRVW� SHRSOH� IHHO� WKDW� WKH� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP� LV� EURNHQ��:H� KDYH� VHHQ� WKH� JXLOW\� JR� IUHH�� WKH�
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XQUHSHQWDQW� GHDOW�ZLWK� OHQLHQWO\� DQG� WKH� LQWHQW� RI� WKH�
ODZ�VLGHVWHSSHG�E\�SRZHUIXO�ODZ\HUV�RU�VSHFLDO�LQWHUHVW�
JURXSV���
� :KDW�LI�ZH�FRXOG�EXLOG�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�SXQLVKHG�
FULPLQDOV��ZKLOH�WHDFKLQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�\RXQJ�HQRXJK�
WR�EH�VDOYDJHG�WR�PDNH�EHWWHU�FKRLFHV"��7KLV�FRXOG�VDYH�
the nation trillions of dollars over the next decade or so 
EHFDXVH�LW�FDQ�FRVW�DV�PXFK�DV���������\HDUO\�WR�NHHS�
DQ�XQ�UHVWRUHG�SHUVRQ�EHKLQG�EDUV�
� 7KH�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�FRPPXQLW\�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�
DZDUH�WKDW�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�EURNHQ�IRU�DOO�
$PHULFDQV�� 7KH\� DOVR� NQRZ� WKH� 8�6�� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP�
LV� QRW� FRORUEOLQG��7KHUH� LV� D� GLVSDULW\� LQ� HQIRUFHPHQW�
DQG�VHQWHQFLQJ�IRU�FULPHV��5DFH�LV�D�GH¿QLQJ�YDULDEOH�
that often determines the level of justice one receives 
LQ�WKLV�QDWLRQ��7KLV�EHFRPHV�DSSDUHQW�LQ�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�
VXSHU¿FLDO�UHYLHZ�RI�VWDWLVWLFV�IURP�WKH�)HGHUDO�%XUHDX�
RI�3ULVRQV��

���������� $IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV� DUH� LQ� SULVRQ�
WRGD\��

��%ODFNV��ZKR�DUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������SHUFHQW�
RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�� PDNH� XS� ����� SHUFHQW�
RI� WKH� VWDWH� DQG� IHGHUDO� SULVRQ� SRSXODWLRQ��
ZKLFK�QRZ�WRWDOV�����PLOOLRQ�LQPDWHV��

��2QH�WKLUG�RI�%ODFN�PDOHV�ERUQ� LQ������FDQ�
H[SHFW�WR�JR�WR�SULVRQ�LQ�WKHLU�OLIHWLPHV��

��2QO\� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� DOO�PRQWKO\� GUXJ� XVHUV�
DUH�%ODFN��EXW����SHUFHQW�RI�DUUHVWV�IRU�GUXJ�
SRVVHVVLRQ�����SHUFHQW�RI�FRQYLFWLRQV�DQG����
SHUFHQW�RI�SULVRQHUV�VHQWHQFHG�DUH�%ODFN��

%ODFN�FULPLQDOV�DUH�QRW�WKH�RQO\�RQH�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�
WKHLU� FRQWDFW� ZLWK� WKH� ODZ�� 'DYLG�$�� +DUULV� ZURWH� D�
SURYRFDWLYH� DUWLFOH� IRU� 7KH� 0LQQHVRWD� /DZ� 5HYLHZ�
WLWOHG�³:K\�'ULYLQJ�:KLOH�%ODFN�0DWWHUV�´�+LV�UHVHDUFK�
VKRZHG�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�%ODFNV�DQG�ZKLWHV�YLRODWH�WUDI¿F�
FRGHV�DW�VLPLODU�UDWHV�����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�VWRSSHG�
DQG�VHDUFKHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH�LQ�P\�KRPH�VWDWH�RI�0DU\ODQG�
were Black. 
� 7KHUH¶V� PXFK� PRUH� WR� VD\� DERXW� H[FHVVLYH�
XVH� RI� IRUFH�� GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH� VHQWHQFLQJ�� LQVXI¿FLHQW�
SULVRQ�DIWHUFDUH�SURJUDPV�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQDO�LPSDFW�
RI�SULVRQ�LQGXFHG�IDWKHUOHVVQHVV��,¶YH�ZLWQHVVHG�PDQ\�
RI�WKH�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�¿UVWKDQG��6XI¿FH�
LW� WR�VD\�� WKHUH� LV�D�QHHG� IRU� IDLWK�EDVHG�SXEOLF�SROLF\�
WR�FKDQJH�WKH�ZD\�ODZV�DUH�DGPLQLVWHUHG�DQG�MXVWLFH�LV�
served in our nation. 
� 7KHUH� DUH�PRUH� WKDQ� WZR�PLOOLRQ� SULVRQHUV� LQ�
WKH� FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP� LQ� WKLV� FRXQWU\��ZLWK� IRXU�

PLOOLRQ�RWKHUV�HLWKHU�RQ�SUREDWLRQ��SDUROH�RU�DZDLWLQJ�
WULDO��� 7KH� PDMRULW\� LQ� HYHU\� FDWHJRU\� DUH� %ODFN�� 'U��
0DQQLQJ� 0DUDEOH� LV� D� SURIHVVRU� RI� SROLWLFDO� VFLHQFH�
DQG�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGLHV�DW�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�
LQ� 1HZ� <RUN�� 2XU� YLHZV� RQ� PRVW� RI� WRGD\¶V� LVVXHV�
ZRXOG�EH�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW��+H¶V�D�OLEHUDO�'HPRFUDW�DQG�
D�FLYLO�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVW��%XW�,�UHDG�D�VSHHFK�KH�GHOLYHUHG�
DW� )D\HWWHYLOOH� 6WDWH� 8QLYHUVLW\� LQ� )D\HWWHYLOOH�� 1�&���
concerning the unequal enforcement of justice in this 
FRXQWU\��DQG�LWV�DIIHFW�RQ�WKH�%ODFN�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�,�
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�UHFDS�VRPH�RI�ZKDW�KH�VDLG�
� ,Q�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�VWDWH�SULVRQV�
LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�VWRRG�DW����������%\�������WKDW�QXPEHU�
KDG� ULVHQ� WR� ��������� -XVW� XQGHU� WZR�WKLUGV� RI� WKRVH�
men and women had less than a high-school education, 
DQG� D� WKLUG� RI� WKHP�ZHUH� XQHPSOR\HG� DW� WKH� WLPH� RI�
DUUHVW��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�����V��LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UDWHV�ZHUH�
VRDULQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�%ODFNV��%\�'HFHPEHU�������WKH�
WRWDO� QXPEHU� RI� LQPDWHV� LQ� IHGHUDO� DQG� VWDWH� SULVRQV�
WRWDOHG�D�OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�D�PLOOLRQ�²�WKDW¶V�URXJKO\�RQH�
RXW�RI�HYHU\�����$PHULFDQV�LQ�MDLO��
 For African Americans, however, the rate was 
PRUH�WKDQ�����SHU����������RU�DERXW�VHYHQ�WLPHV�WKDW�RI�
ZKLWHV��+DOI�RI�DOO�SULVRQHUV�ZHUH�%ODFN�����SHUFHQW�RI�
DOO�%ODFN�PDOHV�LQ�WKHLU�WZHQWLHV�ZHUH�HLWKHU�LQ�SULVRQ��
RQ�SDUROH��RQ�SUREDWLRQ�RU�DZDLWLQJ�WULDO��,Q�WKH�ODVW�\HDU�
of that decade, there were more African Americans 
in jail than the total number of Blacks living under 
DSDUWKHLG�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD��>�@
� ,Q�1HZ�<RUN��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV� DQG� /DWLQRV�
PDGH� XS� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� WKH� WRWDO�
SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH�����V��EXW�E\�������DV�'U��0DUDEOH�
UHSRUWV�� ���SHUFHQW�RI� DOO� SULVRQHUV� DQG����SHUFHQW�RI�
all individuals convicted on drug offenses in that state 
ZHUH�IURP�WKHVH�WZR�JURXSV��7KHUH¶V�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�PDQ\�
RI�WKRVH�DUUHVWHG�DQG�FRQYLFWHG�ZHUH�JXLOW\�DV�FKDUJHG��
%XW� WKHUH¶V�DOVR�D�SDWWHUQ�RI�UDFLDO�ELDV��FRQ¿UPHG�E\�
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, which found that 
ZKLOH�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�PDNH�XS�DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�
DOO�GUXJ�XVHUV�QDWLRQDOO\��WKH\�DFFRXQWHG�IRU����SHUFHQW�
RI�DOO�GUXJ�DUUHVWV�����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�GUXJ�FRQYLFWLRQV�DQG�
���SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�SULVRQ�DGPLVVLRQV�IRU�GUXJ�RIIHQVHV��
� ,I� \RX� H[WUDSRODWH� WKRVH� QXPEHUV� RXW�� LW¶V�
VWDWLVWLFDOO\�IHDVLEOH�WKDW�DV�PDQ\�DV�HLJKW�RXW�RI�HYHU\�
���$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�PDOHV�FDQ�H[SHFW� WR�EH�DUUHVWHG�
DW� VRPH� SRLQW� LQ� WKHLU� OLIHWLPHV�� �7KHVH� DUH� WURXEOLQJ�
VWDWLVWLFV��DQG�WKH\�UDLVH�PDQ\�WURXEOLQJ�TXHVWLRQV��+RZ�
GR�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�DGGUHVV�DOO�WKH�SUREOHPV�WKHVH�QXPEHUV�
LPSO\"�'U��0DQQLQJ¶V�DQVZHU�LV�RQH�,�KDSSHQ�WR�VKDUH�
���D�UHVWRUDWLRQ�DQG�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�SURJUDP�GHYHORSHG�E\�
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Christians and secular sociologists called “restorative 
MXVWLFH�´�
 As some readers will know, this is also an 
DSSURDFK�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SLRQHHUHG�LQ�WKH�SULVRQ�V\VWHP�
E\�3ULVRQ�)HOORZVKLS�0LQLVWULHV�DQG�LWV�IRXQGHU��&KXFN�
&ROVRQ��,W¶V�DOVR�EHLQJ�WDXJKW�WRGD\�LQ�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
academic settings.

A New Kind Justice
The goal of restorative justice is to bring back from the 
margins millions of Americans who are denied jobs due 
WR�SULRU� IHORQ\�FRQYLFWLRQV�� WR�EULQJ�EDFN�PLOOLRQV�RI�
African Americans who are excluded from exercising 
WKHLU�ULJKW� WR�YRWH�DQG�WR�EULQJ�H[�SULVRQHUV�EDFN�LQWR�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKH�ORFDO�HFRQRP\�E\�HOLPLQDWLQJ�
state-sanctioned restrictions on the kinds of jobs that 
IRUPHU�SULVRQHUV�FDQ�KROG��
� 5HVWRUDWLYH� MXVWLFH� SURJUDPV� RIWHQ� LQFOXGH� D�
³WKHUDSHXWLF� MXULVSUXGHQFH´� FRPSRQHQW� WKDW� IRFXVHV�
PRUH� RQ� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ� WKDQ� PHUH� SXQLVKPHQW��
5HVWRUDWLYH� MXVWLFH� ZRUNV� DW� ERWK� HQGV� RI� WKH� F\FOH��
KHOSLQJ� WR� PDNH� VXUH� WKDW� WKH� ODZV� DQG� VHQWHQFLQJ�
UHTXLUHPHQWV� ¿W� WKH� FULPH� DQG� KHOSLQJ� H[�SULVRQHUV�
UHWXUQ�WR�SURGXFWLYH�OLYHV��
� 5HVWRUDWLYH�MXVWLFH�ZRUNV�LQVLGH�WKH�SHQDO�V\VWHP�
WR� KHOS� SULVRQHUV�PDNH� UHVWLWXWLRQ� WR� WKHLU� YLFWLPV�� WR�
understand that their crime is bigger and more serious 
WKDQ� WKH\� PD\� KDYH� NQRZQ� EHFDXVH� RI� WKH� KXPDQ�
GLPHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�FULPH�DQG�WKHQ�KHOSLQJ�WKHP�WR�PDNH�
WKH� DGMXVWPHQW� EDFN� LQWR� VRFLHW\� ZKHQ� WKH\¶YH� GRQH�
WKHLU� WLPH��7KH�IROORZLQJ� OLVW�� IURP�'U��5RQ�&ODDVVHQ�
RI� WKH� 3HDFH� DQG� &RQÀLFW� &HQWHU� DW� )UHVQR� 3DFL¿F�
&ROOHJH��GHVFULEHV�¿YH�RI�WKH����RULJLQDO�SULQFLSOHV�RI�
WKH�UHVWRUDWLYH�MXVWLFH�SURFHVV���7LPH�ZLOO�QRW�SHUPLW�XV�
WR�LQWR�JUHDW�GHSWK���7KH�OLVW�EHORZ�VLPSO\�JLYHV�\RX�DQ�
LGHD�RI�WKLV�DSSURDFKHG�YDOXHV�DQG�SULRULWLHV�

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

���� &ULPH� LV� SULPDULO\� DQ� RIIHQVH� DJDLQVW� KXPDQ�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�VHFRQGDULO\�D�YLRODWLRQ�RI�D�ODZ�
�VLQFH�ODZV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�WR�SURWHFW�VDIHW\�DQG�IDLUQHVV�
LQ�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV���:KHQ�ZH�SODFH�HPSKDVLV�
on the violation of law instead of the violation of 
WKH�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLS��ZH�KLGH�RU�PDVN�WKH�UHDO�
violation

���� 5HVWRUDWLYH�-XVWLFH�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�FULPH�LV�ZURQJ�
DQG�DOVR�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�DIWHU� LW�GRHV�RFFXU�� WKHUH�
DUH�GDQJHUV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��7KH�GDQJHU� LV� WKDW�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\��YLFWLP�V���DQG�RU�RIIHQGHU�HPHUJH�
IURP�WKH�UHVSRQVH�IXUWKHU�DOLHQDWHG��PRUH�GDPDJHG��
GLVUHVSHFWHG�DQG�GLVHPSRZHUHG��

���� 5HVWRUDWLYH�-XVWLFH�LV�D�SURFHVV�WR�PDNH�WKLQJV�DV�
ULJKW�DV�SRVVLEOH�DQG�LQFOXGHV��DWWHQGLQJ�WR��QHHGV�
FUHDWHG� E\� WKH� RIIHQVH�� VXFK� DV� VDIHW\� DQG� UHSDLU�
RI� LQMXULHV�� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DQG� SK\VLFDO� GDPDJH�
resulting from the offense; and attending to needs 
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�RIIHQVH��DGGLFWLRQV��SRRU�
VRFLDO�RU�HPSOR\PHQW�VNLOOV��SRRU�PRUDO�GHFLVLRQV��
HWF���

���� 5HVWRUDWLYH�-XVWLFH�YLHZV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DV�D�WHDFKDEOH�
PRPHQW� IRU� WKH� RIIHQGHU� ²� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�
HQFRXUDJH�WKH�RIIHQGHU�WR�OHDUQ�QHZ�ZD\V�RI�DFWLQJ�
DQG�EHLQJ�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�

���� 5HVWRUDWLYH� -XVWLFH� SUHIHUV� WKDW� PRVW� FULPHV� DUH�
KDQGOHG� XVLQJ� D� FRRSHUDWLYH� VWUXFWXUH� LQFOXGLQJ�
WKRVH� PRVW� LPSDFWHG� E\� WKH� RIIHQVH� DV� D�
FRPPXQLW\�WR�SURYLGH�VXSSRUW�DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\��
7KLV�PLJKW�LQFOXGH�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�YLFWLPV�
DQG� IDPLO\�� WKH� RIIHQGHU� DQG� IDPLO\�� FRPPXQLW\�
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��JRYHUQPHQW� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�� IDLWK�
FRPPXQLW\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��VFKRRO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��
etc.

In conclusion, America has to make major changes 
LQ� LWV�FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�IRU� WKH�VDNH�RI� WKH� ODZ�
DELGLQJ��WKH�FULPLQDOV�DQG�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV���:H�PXVW�
VWRS�ORFNLQJ�SHRSOH�XS�DQG�WKURZLQJ�DZD\�WKH�NH\��7KLV�
NLQG�RI�MXVWLFH�LV�WRR�H[SHQVLYH��WRR�UDFLDOO\�ELDVHG�DQG�
WRR�XQ�$PHULFDQ��/HW¶V�WUDQVIRUP�WKLV�V\VWHP�WR�PHHW�
the changing needs of the nation!

This article is an adaptation of an excerpt from 
The Truth In Black and White, written by Harry R. 
Jackson, Jr. [Frontline Books]. Visit www.hilc.org 
for more information.
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,Q�WKH�����V�DQG���V��D�IHGHUDOO\�IXQGHG�FULPLQDO�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�SURJUDP��³$OWHUQDWLYHV�WR�,QFDUFHUDWLRQ�´�RIIHUHG�
VHYHUDO�FRQYLFWHG�IHORQV�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DWWHQG�6DQ�-RVH�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�LQVWHDG�RI�VHUYLQJ�WKHLU�
UHPDLQLQJ�WLPH�LQ�SULVRQ��7KH�SURJUDP¶V�FUHDWRUV�UHDVRQHG�WKDW� WKHVH�PHQ¶V� ODFN�RI�TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�ZDV�WKH�
SULPDU\�FDXVH�RI�WKHLU�FULPLQDO�EHKDYLRU��7KH�SURJUDP�UDQ�IRU�D�GHFDGH��DQG�QRW�RQH�LQPDWH�JUDGXDWHG��+RZHYHU��
VHYHUDO� RI� WKHP�ZHUH� FRQYLFWHG� RI� YLROHQW� FULPHV� DJDLQVW� VWXGHQWV� DQG�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� DQG� RQH�
DFWXDOO\�UDSHG��WRUWXUHG�DQG�PXUGHUHG�WZR�ZRPHQ��
� �6XFK�KDV�EHHQ� WKH� UHDOLW\�RI� WRR�PDQ\�ZHOO� LQWHQGHG�HIIRUWV� WR� UHKDELOLWDWH�FRQYLFWHG�FULPLQDOV��7KH�H[SORGLQJ�
SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�QRZ�WRSV�WZR�PLOOLRQ�LQFOXGLQJ�IHGHUDO��VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�IDFLOLWLHV��2YHU�����RI�WKHVH�
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�UHOHDVHG��:LWK�WKLV�UHDOLW\�FRPH�TXHVWLRQV��ZKDW�GR�ZH�GR�ZLWK�WKHVH�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKHQ�WKH\�
DUH�UHOHDVHG�DQG�ZKDW�FDQ�ZH�GR�DERXW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�QHDUO\���LQ����RI�WKHP�ZLOO�EH�UHDUUHVWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKUHH�\HDUV"�
3HRSOH�DFURVV�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VSHFWUXP�DJUHH�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�VRPH�FULPLQDOV�VKRXOG�UHFHLYH�EHWWHU�VHUYLFHV�WR�KHOS�WKHP�OLYH�ODZ�
DELGLQJ�OLYHV�DIWHU�WKH\�KDYH�VHUYHG�WKHLU�WLPH��0DQ\�DOVR�KDYH�IHDUV�DQG�GRXEWV�DERXW�VXFK�SURJUDPV��JLYHQ�WKH�UHDOLWLHV�OLNH�
ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�6DQ�-RVH��2WKHUV�WXUQ�D�EOLQG�H\H�WR�VXFK�UHDOLWLHV�DQG�DVVXPH�WKDW�JRRG�LQWHQWLRQV�ZLOO�PDNH�JRRG�SROLF\��
$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\��ZKDW�NLQG�RI�KHOS�GR�FRQYLFWHG�IHORQV�QHHG��DQG�SHUKDSV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��ZKR�VKRXOG�VSHDUKHDG�WKH�
HIIRUW"
� ,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V��&DWKHULQH�5RKU�ZDV�DQ�XQOLNHO\�SHUVRQ�WR�DGGUHVV�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��,Q�KHU�PLG�WZHQWLHV�VKH�ZDV�DOUHDG\�
FOHDULQJ�D�KHDOWK\�VL[�¿JXUH�VDODU\�GRLQJ�PXOWL�PLOOLRQ�GROODU�GHDOV�ZLWK�:DOO�6WUHHW�YHQWXUH�FDSLWDOLVWV��6KH�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�
OHG�DQ�HQYLDEOH�OLIH�LQ�D�KLJK�ULVH�0DQKDWWDQ�DSDUWPHQW�ZLWKRXW�D�FDUH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��<HW�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����&DWKHULQH�KDG�DQ�
HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�-HVXV�&KULVW�WKDW�IRUHYHU�FKDQJHG�KHU�OLIH�DQG�KHU�SULRULWLHV��
$IWHU�YLVLWLQJ�D�SULVRQ�ZLWK�D�IULHQG�ZKR�ZDV�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�&KXFN�&ROVRQ¶V�3ULVRQ�)HOORZVKLS��&DWKHULQH�IRXQG�KHUVHOI�
EURNHQ�E\�WKH�VWRULHV�RI�WKH�PHQ�WKDW�VKH�PHW�WKHUH��<HW�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�FRPSDVVLRQ�ZDV�VWLUUHG�LQ�KHU�KHDUW��6KH�UHDOL]HG�
WKDW�PDQ\�RI� WKHVH�PHQ��DOWKRXJK�YLROHQW�RIIHQGHUV�ZKR�KDG�GRQH� WHUULEOH� WKLQJV��SRVVHVVHG�UHPDUNDEOH�HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�
OHDGHUVKLS�TXDOLWLHV��7KH�PRUH�VKH�OHDUQHG�DERXW�WKHLU�SDVW�GUXJ�GHDOLQJ�DQG�JDQJ�ZDUIDUH��WKH�PRUH�VKH�VDZ�WUHPHQGRXV�
SRWHQWLDO�LQ�WKHLU�SDVVLRQ�DQG�LQJHQXLW\�
1  Joseph D. McNamara, “When in Trouble, Don’t Call the Feds,” Wall Street Journal August 24, 1994, p. A10 as cited by Thomas Sowell, 
The Vision of the Anointed: Self-Congratulation as a Basis for Social Policy, Basic Books 1995 New York, New York, p. 154. 
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� &DWKHULQH� FUHDWHG� D� SURJUDP� IRU� WKH� LQPDWHV� VKH�
PHW�LQ�WKDW�7H[DV�SULVRQ�WKDW�TXLFNO\�HYROYHG�LQWR�WKH�3ULVRQ�
(QWUHSUHQHXUVKLS�3URJUDP��$V�LWV�VXFFHVV�JUHZ��VKH�GLWFKHG�
KHU�OXFUDWLYH�FDUHHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UXQ�3(3�IXOO�WLPH��UHORFDWLQJ�
WR�&OHYHODQG��7H[DV��&RRSHUDWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�7H[DV�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�&ULPLQDO�-XVWLFH��3(3�UXQV�D�IRXU�PRQWK�LQWHQVH�SURJUDP�
ZLWK� DSSOLFDQWV� IURP� RYHU� ��� SULVRQV� ZKHUH� LQPDWHV� DUH�
WDXJKW� EDVLF� OLIH� VNLOOV�� HWLTXHWWH�� RI¿FH� VNLOOV�� DQG� KRZ� WR�
FUHDWH�DQG�SUHVHQW�D�EXVLQHVV�SODQ��7KH�PHQ�FRUUHVSRQG�ZLWK�
DFFRPSOLVKHG�0%$¶V�WR�JHW�IHHGEDFN�RQ�WKHLU�SODQV�DQG�WKHQ�
KDYH�PXOWLSOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�SUHVHQW� WKHP�WR�&(2¶V�ZKR�
FRPH�WR�YLVLW�RQ�SDUWLFXODU�GD\V�
� 3(3�DOVR�KHOSV�UHXQLWH�LQPDWHV�ZLWK�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
E\�WHDFKLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�EHLQJ�D�UHVSRQVLEOH�KXVEDQG�
DQG� IDWKHU�� LQYLWLQJ� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� WR� YLVLW� WKH� SURJUDP�
DQG� DWWHQG� JUDGXDWLRQ� FHUHPRQLHV�� 7KH� ZRUN� GRHVQ¶W�
HQG� WKHUH�� .DPL� 5HFOD�� 3(3¶V� FKLHI� RI� VWDII�� VSRNH� ZLWK�
)UHHGRP¶V� -RXUQDO� 0DJD]LQH� DERXW� WKH� DVVLVWDQFH� WKH\�
RIIHU�JUDGXDWHV��³,W�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�XV�WR�VWD\�LQ�WRXFK�
ZLWK� RXU� JUDGXDWHV� XSRQ� WKHLU� UHOHDVH� IURP�SULVRQ�´�5HFOD�
H[SODLQV��³2XU�SRVW� UHOHDVH�SURJUDPPLQJ�LQFOXGHV�KRXVLQJ�
DVVLVWDQFH�� MRE�SODFHPHQW��FRQWLQXHG�HGXFDWLRQ��PHQWRULQJ��
DFFHVV�WR�PHGLFDO�FDUH��SDUROH�PHGLDWLRQ��DQG�VR�RQ��7KHUH�
DUH�IHZ�WHPSWDWLRQV�DQG�OLWWOH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LQ�SULVRQ��WKDW¶V�
WKH�HDV\�SDUW��7KH�UHDO�FKDOOHQJH�LV�DFWLQJ�OLNH�D�UHVSRQVLEOH�
DGXOW�RQFH�\RX�KDYH�WKH�IUHHGRP�WR�PDNH�\RXU�RZQ�FKRLFHV�
DQG�KDYH�WR�VXSSRUW�\RXUVHOI�¿QDQFLDOO\�ZKHQ�WKH�KDUG�WLPHV�
VHWWOH�LQ�´�
� )RU�WKRVH�JUDGXDWHV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�SXW�WKHLU�EXVLQHVV�
SODQV�LQWR�SUDFWLFH��3(3�RIIHUV�IXUWKHU�HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�VXSSRUW�
DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��7KH\�DOVR�KDYH�VRFLDO�HYHQWV�
QHDUO\� HYHU\�ZHHN��ZKLFK� RIIHU� HQFRXUDJHPHQW� DV�ZHOO� DV�
DFFRXQWDELOLW\��
� 3(3¶V�UHVXOWV�VSHDN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��7KHLU�UHFLGLYLVP�
UDWH� LV�XQGHU����� WKH� ORZHVW� IRU� DQ\�H[�RIIHQGHU�SURJUDP��
7KLV� UDWH� LV� FDOFXODWHG� E\� LQFOXGLQJ� HYHU\� LQPDWH� WKDW�
SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKHLU�SURJUDP�LQ�SULVRQ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�
WKH\�WRRN�DGYDQWDJH�RI�3(3¶V�UH�HQWU\�VHUYLFHV��6DP�$PD\D�
LV����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�VSHQW�WLPH�LQ�MXYHQLOH�GHWHQWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�
DV�IRXU�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�DJJUDYDWHG�DVVDXOW�ZLWK�D�GHDGO\�
ZHDSRQ��+H�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�3(3�ZKLOH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�DQG�WRGD\�
6DP�LV�GHYRWHG�IDWKHU��D�PXVLF�SURGXFHU�DQG�D�ODZ�DELGLQJ�
FLWL]HQ�ZKR�LV�DWWHQGLQJ�5LFH�8QLYHUVLW\�IRU�IXUWKHU�EXVLQHVV�
training. 
� 6R� ZKDW� PDNHV� 3(3� VR� VXFFHVVIXO"� 0RUH� WKDQ�
����RI�WKHLU�JUDGXDWHV�DUH�HPSOR\HG�ZLWKLQ�IRXU�ZHHNV�RI�
OHDYLQJ� SULVRQ�� D� OHDGLQJ� IDFWRU� LQ� WKHLU� ORZHU� UHFLGLYLVP�
UDWH��$V�&DWKHULQH�KHUVHOI�SRLQWHG�RXW�WR�DQ�DXGLHQFH�DW�WKH�
.DXIIPDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ������RI�H[�IHORQV�WKDW�DUH�UHDUUHVWHG�
DUH�XQHPSOR\HG�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�DUH�DSSUHKHQGHG��
� )XUWKHUPRUH�� 3(3� GRHV� QRW� VSHQG� WLPH� DQG�
UHVRXUFHV�RQ�HYHU\RQH��,W�LV�D�YROXQWDU\�SURJUDP��VHOHFWLQJ�
RQO\�DSSOLFDQWV�WKDW�GHPRQVWUDWH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SHUVRQDO�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�� D� VWURQJ� ZRUN� HWKLF� DQG� HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�

OHDGHUVKLS�DELOLW\��³,�ZLOO�QHYHU�VLW�KHUH�DQG�VD\�WKDW�HYHU\�
PDQ� LQ� SULVRQ� LV� D� FKDQJHG� PDQ�´� &DWKHULQH� WHOOV� WKH�
.DXIIPDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ��³%XW�RQ� WKH�VDPH�QRWH� WKHUH�DUH�VR�
PDQ\�JX\V� WKHUH�ZKR� MXVW�ZDQW�D� VHFRQG�FKDQFH�DQG� WKH\�
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�´�3(3�RQO\�KHOSV�WKRVH�PHQ�ZKR�DUH�
VHULRXV� DERXW� WKDW� FKDQJH�� ,Q� IDFW��&DWKHULQH� H[SODLQV� WKDW�
3(3� LV� WKH� OHDGLQJ� FDXVH� RI� LWV� RZQ� UHFLGLYLVP� UDWH�� WLQ\�
WKRXJK�LW�PD\�EH��³,I�ZH�NQRZ�VRPHRQH�LV�EDFN�WR�XVLQJ�RU�
GHDOLQJ�GUXJV��RU�RWKHU�LOOLFLW�EHKDYLRU��ZH�FDOO�WKH�FRSV�DQG�
KDYH�WKHP�UHDUUHVWHG�´
� 7KH�SURJUDP�LQ�6DQ�-RVH�FRUUHFWO\�UHFRJQL]HG�WKDW�
lack of education was a legitimate obstacle in the lives of 
WKH�IHORQV�LW�VRXJKW�WR�KHOS��+RZHYHU�LW�VFUHHQHG�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
RQO\�IRU�DFDGHPLF�WHVW�VFRUHV��,W�GLG�QRW�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�QHHG�
IRU�D�SHUVRQDO�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�REH\�WKH�ODZ��D�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�
ZRUN�KDUG�DQG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�WKH�OLIH�DQG�IDPLO\�VNLOOV�WKDW�3(3�
DJJUHVVLYHO\�DGGUHVVHV�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�LWV�VWXGHQWV��
� :KLOH�VRPH�SULVRQ�UHIRUP�DGYRFDWHV�DUH�FDPSDLJQLQJ�
IRU� VKRUWHU� VHQWHQFHV�� 3(3�KDV� IRXQG� JUHDWHU� VXFFHVV�ZLWK�
LQPDWHV� ZKR� KDYH� VHUYHG� ORQJHU� SHULRGV� RI� WLPH�� 5HFOD�
H[SODLQV��³6RPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�
WHQ�\HDUV�KDV�OLNHO\�JURZQ�XS��PDWXUHG�DQG�¿JXUHG�RXW�WKDW�
FULPH�JHWV�\RX�QRZKHUH��7KH\�KDYH�VDFUL¿FHG�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�
their lives behind bars and have hurt their families enough to 
UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH\�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�OLYH�WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�WKDW�PDQQHU�
DQ\PRUH��7KRVH�ZKR�GR����PRQWKV�RU�WZR�\HDUV�RIWHQWLPHV�
GRQ¶W� FRPH� WR� WKDW� UHDOL]DWLRQ�� 7KH\� DUH� UHOHDVHG� LQWR� WKH�
ZRUOG� WKLQNLQJ� WKH\� FDQ� GR� LW� GLIIHUHQWO\� QH[W� WLPH� DQG�
ZLWKRXW�JHWWLQJ�FDXJKW��:H�KDYH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�LW¶V�LPSRVVLEOH�
WR�FKDQJH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�QRW�SHUVRQDOO\�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKHLU�
RZQ�VXFFHVV�´
� 3(3� LV� HQWLUHO\� SULYDWHO\� IXQGHG� DQG� &DWKHULQH�
5RKU� LQWHQGV� WR�NHHS� LW� WKDW�ZD\��:KLOH�PDQ\�JRYHUQPHQW�
UXQ� UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�SURJUDPV� UHFHLYH� OLWWOH�RU�QR� HYDOXDWLRQ��
WKH\� DOPRVW� DOZD\V� UHFHLYH� IXQGLQJ� UHJDUGOHVV� RI�ZKHWKHU�
RU�QRW�WKH\�DFWXDOO\�GR�WKHLU�MREV�VXFFHVVIXOO\��7KH�6DQ�-RVH�
SURJUDP� ZDV� FRQVLGHUHG� ³H[HPSODU\´� EHFDXVH� LW� ¿OHG� LWV�
PRQWKO\�UHSRUWV�RQ�WLPH���
 Catherine Rohr came from a world that valued 
UHVXOWV��,I�VKH�FRXOGQ¶W�JHW�WKH�GHDO�GRQH�RQ�:DOO�6WUHHW��VKH�
ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�RXW�RI�D�MRE��3(3�UXQV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\���³$V�D�
QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��RXU�UHVXOWV�DUH�ZKDW�HQDEOH�XV�WR�UDLVH�
PRQH\�´� H[SODLQV� 5HFOD�� ³:LWKRXW� JRRG� UHVXOWV�� ZH� GRQ¶W�
H[LVW�´�+HUH¶V�KRSLQJ�SURJUDPV�OLNH�3(3�DUH�DEOH�WR�H[SDQG�
DQG�VHUYH�HYHU\�SULVRQHU�ZKR�LV�WUXO\�FRPPLWWHG�WR�SHUVRQDO�
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�VXFFHVV�� ,I�RQO\�IXQGLQJ�IRU� LQHIIHFWLYH�
SURJUDPV�ZRXOG�GU\�XS�VR�WKH\�WRR�ZRXOG�FHDVH�WR�H[LVW�

Julia Nelson is a freelance writer and frequent speaker on 
biblical worldview. She and her husband Dean reside in 
Gaithersburg, Maryland.
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GURZLQJ�XS�EDFN�LQ�WKH�GD\��ZDWFKLQJ�SRSXODU�WHOHYLVLRQ�SURJUDPV�RI�VXSHUKHURHV�OLNH�6XSHUPDQ�DQG�%DWPDQ��
FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�DOZD\V�WROG�WKDW�FULPH�GRHVQ¶W�SD\���7RGD\��D�GLIIHUHQW�PHVVDJH�LV�EHLQJ�FRQYH\HG���7UDQVJUHVVLRQV��
FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV��WKH�LGHD�RI�OLYLQJ�WKH�WKXJ�OLIH�DQG�KXVWOLQJ�LV�EHLQJ�JODPRUL]HG�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�SRSXODU�
PXVLF�WR��IDVKLRQ��PRYLHV�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ���6RFLHW\�LV�EHLQJ�LQXQGDWHG�ZLWK�LPDJHV�RI�VDJJLQJ�SDQWV��JDQJVWHUV��
GUXJV��SURVWLWXWLRQ��H[FHVV�GULQNLQJ��DQG�GRLQJ�WLPH����&ULPH�SD\V�DQG�LW�SD\V�ZHOO��<RXQJ�SHRSOH�RI�WRGD\�VHH�
LPDJHV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHFRPH�VXFFHVVIXO�WKURXJK�D�OLIH�RI�FULPLQDOLW\��ZKRP�SRVVHVV��PLOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV��
KLJKO\�H[SHQVLYH�KRXVHV��FDUV��FORWKHV��GLQLQJ� LQ�¿YH�VWDU� UHVWDXUDQWV��VWDU� LQ� WKHLU�RZQ�UHDOLW\�VKRZV��DQG�DUH�
VHHPLQJO\�OLYLQJ�WKH�IDEXORXV�OLIH��&ULPH�LV�SRUWUD\HG�DV�D�VWHSSLQJ�VWRQH�WKDW�ZDV�WDNHQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�
OLIH���:KDW�XVHG�WR�EH�IURP�UDJV�WR�ULFKHV�IURP�GLOLJHQFH�DQG�KRQHVW�KDUG�ZRUN�LV�QRZ�IURP�UDJV�WR�ULFKHV�WKURXJK�
FULPLQDOLW\�DQG�PD\EH�HYHQ doing hard time. The cost of the crimes committed was QRW�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�EHQH¿W�
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UHFHLYHG� IURP� LW�� 7KHQ�� WKH\� DUH� RSHQO\� DQG� KLJKO\�
SUDLVHG�IRU�JRLQJ�OHJLW�
� 7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�SHRSOH�RWKHU�WKDQ�FULPLQDOV�ZKR�
EHQH¿W�IURP�FULPH���7KH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�LQGXVWU\��FROOHJHV��
WKH�FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��FLWLHV��PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��DQG�
SROLWLFLDQV� DOO� EHQH¿W� IURP� FULPH�� 7KH� HQWHUWDLQPHQW�
LQGXVWU\� EHQH¿WV� IURP� VHOOLQJ� FULPLQDO� LPDJHV� WR�
PLOOLRQV�WKURXJK�PXVLFDO�O\ULFV��YLGHRV��PRYLHV��ERRNV��
PDJD]LQHV�DQG�VSRUWV��7KHVH� LQGXVWULHV�KDYH� WDNHQ�DQ�
adverse culture and made it mainstream.  Colleges offer 
criminal justice degrees because there is a market for 
VWXGHQWV� WR� OHDUQ� WKH� VFKHPH�ZLWK�KRSHV� RI� REWDLQLQJ�
JDLQIXO�HPSOR\PHQW��VXSSRUWLQJ�D�IDPLO\��DQG�FUHDWLQJ�
OLIHVW\OH�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�FRPPLW�FULPHV��7KH�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH� V\VWHP� EHQH¿WV� EHFDXVH� SURIHVVLRQV� VXFK� DV�
ODZ\HUV��EDLO�ERQGVPHQ���ERXQW\�KXQWHUV�DQG�RWKHUV��DUH�
EHQHIDFWRUV�RI�FULPH�DQG�DUH�SDLG��VRPHWLPHV�YHU\�ZHOO��
IRU�WKHLU�VHUYLFHV���&LWLHV�DQG�PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�KLUH�SROLFH�
WR� SDWURO� WKH� VWUHHWV� WR� NHHS� WKH� JHQHUDO� SXEOLF� VDIH�
IURP� SRWHQWLDO� IHORQV� DQG� WKHLU� GDQJHURXV� EHKDYLRUV���
Politicians use crime as a siren song to the voting 
SXEOLF�� �7KH\�SURPLVH� WR� UHGXFH�FULPH�DQG� WR�SURWHFW�
the electorate in order to gain votes and get elected 
WR�WKH�MRE�RI�JRYHUQLQJ���/DZ�EUHDNLQJ�KDV�SXW�ORWV�RI�
PRQH\�LQ�FRXQWOHVV�QXPEHUV�RI�SRFNHWV���1RW�RQO\�DUH�
WKH�SRFNHWV�RI�FULPLQDOV�DQG�IRUPHU�RIIHQGHUV�JHWWLQJ�
IDW�� EXW� VR� DUH� WKRVH� RI� � ODZ� DELGLQJ� SURIHVVLRQDOV� DV�
ZHOO���&ULPH�LV�DQ�HQRUPRXV�¿QDQFLDO�VWLPXOXV�SDFNDJH�
� /HW¶V� ORRN�DW� WKH�HFRQRPLFV�RI� FULPH�� �%HIRUH�
ZH� GR� WKDW�� ZH� ¿UVW� PXVW� GH¿QH� ZKDW� HFRQRPLFV�
LV�� �(FRQRPLFV� LV� WKH�VWXG\�RI�FKRLFHV�DQG�KRZ�WKRVH�
FKRLFHV�DIIHFW�VRFLHW\���3HRSOH�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�
FRPPLW�FULPHV�LI�WKH\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�GRLQJ�
the crime is higher than the cost.   If getting caught for 
GRLQJ�D�FULPH�LV�PRUH�SDLQIXO�WKDQ�WKH�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�
FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\�� WKHQ� WKH�FRVW�RI�FRPPLWWLQJ�D�FULPH�
ZRXOG�EH�WRR�KLJK�DQG�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FDUULHG�RXW�� �:H�
ZRQ¶W�GR�WKH�FULPH�LI�ZH�FDQ¶W�GR�WKH�WLPH���
� &ULPH� LV� D� PHJD�LQGXVWU\�� � 7KHUH� DUH� RYHU�
WZR�PLOOLRQ� SULVRQHUV� LQ� WKH�8�6�� �%LOOLRQV� RI� GROODUV�
DUH� DOORFDWHG� WR� EXLOGLQJ� SULVRQV�� IHHGLQJ� LQPDWHV��
maintenance of facilities,     clothing,  toiletries and 
KHDOWK�FDUH���(DFK�LQPDWH�UHSUHVHQWV�FDSLWDO�WKDW�LV�SDLG�
WR� VXVWDLQ� DQG� PDLQWDLQ� WKH� FDVK� ÀRZ� RI� WKRVH� ZKR�
ZRUN�WR�SURYLGH�JRRGV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�WR�WKH�GHSDUWPHQWV�
RI� FRUUHFWLRQV�� � � 7KH� 8�6�� PDLQWDLQV� PRUH� SHRSOH� LQ�
SULVRQ�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG���7KH�ELOO�IRU�
VXSSRUWLQJ�SULVRQHUV�LV�SDLG�IRU�E\�WKH�JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�
IRU�WKHLU�VHQVH�RI�VDIHW\�DQG�VHFXULW\��IRU�KDYLQJ�VXFK�D�
V\VWHP�LQ�SODFH��7KH�FRVW�RI�KDYLQJ�WKLV�V\VWHP�LV�ORZHU�

WKDQ�WKH�EHQH¿W�VRFLHW\�SHUFHLYHV�LW�UHFHLYHV��7KH�GLUW\�
little secret is that if crime were eliminated, millions of 
dollars and hundreds of jobs would vanish into thin air. 
7KH�EXUHDXFUDF\�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�V\VWHP�ZRXOG�GZLQGOH�
WR�D�SRLQW�RI�QRQH�H[LVWHQFH���
� %XUHDXFUDWLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RSHUDWH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�
self interest.  Crime and criminals are needed in order 
IRU�WKH�V\VWHP�WR�VXVWDLQ�LWVHOI�DQG�IRU�DOO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
DQG�VWDNHKROGHUV�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�EHQH¿W���
� 7KH�%ODFN�DQG�/DWLQ�FRPPXQLW\�KDYH�WKH�ODUJHVW�
QXPEHUV� RI� PHQ� DQG� ZRPHQ� LQ� SULVRQ� DQG� SD\� WKH�
KLJKHVW�SULFH� IRU�JRLQJ� WKURXJK� WKH�V\VWHP�� �)DPLOLHV�
DUH� GHVWUR\HG�� � � 7KHUH� DUH� WKRXVDQGV� RI� $IULFDQ�
Americans and Latin-Americans who have done their 
WLPH��UHOHDVHG�IURP�SULVRQ��DQG�¿QG�WKDW�D�IHORQ\�UHFRUG�
VHYHUHO\� OLPLWV� WKHLU� FKRLFHV� LQ� ZKDW� W\SHV� RI� MREV�
WKH\� FDQ� REWDLQ� LQ� RUGHU� WR� SURYLGH� IRU� WKHLU� IDPLO\���
7KH� FRQFHSW� RI� KDYLQJ� D� MRE� DQG� HDUQLQJ� D� OLYDEOH�
ZDJH� VRXQGV�JRRG�� EXW�ZLWK� D� IHORQ\� UHFRUG�� TXLFNO\�
EHFRPHV�QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�SROLWLFDO�OLS�VHUYLFH���:KLOH�
WKH� LQGLYLGXDO� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU� WKHLU�FKRLFHV��VRFLHW\�
LV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� FKRLFHV� LW�PDNHV� DV�ZHOO�� �7KH�
FUHDWLRQ� RI� D� SHUPDQHQW� XQGHUFODVV� LV� WKH� SULFH� SDLG�
IRU�E\�VRFLHW\��ZLWK�QR�FOHDU�EHQH¿W�� � �0RVW�PHQ�DQG�
ZRPHQ� OHDYLQJ�SULVRQ�KDYH�D�GHVLUH� WR�PDNH�FKRLFHV�
WKDW�KDYH�KLJKHU�EHQH¿WV�WKDQ�WKH�FRVW�RI�FULPH��EXW�WKH�
V\VWHP�ZRUNV�DJDLQVW�WKHP�EHFDXVH�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�
OLIH¶V�EORRG�RI�DQ�LQGXVWU\�WKDW�QHHGV�WKHP�WR�VXUYLYH��$V�
ORQJ�DV�FULPH�DQG�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�FULPH�DUH�JODPRUL]HG��
DQG�DV�ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�LV�D�EHQH¿W�IRU�VWDNHKROGHUV��WKHUH�
ZLOO�EH�QR� LQFHQWLYH� WR�HOLPLQDWH�FULPH�� �6RFLHW\�ZLOO�
VXIIHU�DQG�DOZD\V�EH�PDGH�WR�IHHO�DIUDLG�LI�WKH\�GRQ¶W�
SD\��DQG�ZLOO�VXIIHU�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�D�FODVV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�
ZKR�IHHO�KRSHOHVV�ZKHQ�WKH\�GR�SD\��7KH�HFRQRPLFV�RI�
FULPH�LV�OLNH�D�FLUFOH�WKDW�LV�XQEURNHQ���&ULPH�SD\V�DQG�
FULPH�SD\V�ZHOO�IRU�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�PRVW�WR�JDLQ�
ZLWKRXW�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�SDLQ�

Todd Allyn is a professor of economics, motivational speaker 
and author. Visit his website at http://www.toddallyn.com.
E-mail contact Todd at toddallyn1@gmail.com
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TKLV�SDVW�ZHHN�VDZ�D�EUD]HQ�GLVUHVSHFW�IRU�ODZ�DQG�RUGHU�E\�&KLFDJR¶V�WRS�FRS��-RG\�:HLV���&KLFDJR¶V�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�
RI�SROLFH�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�FRQWHPSW�E\�D�IHGHUDO�MXGJH�IRU�KLV�IDLOXUH�WR�WXUQ�RYHU�D�OLVW�RI�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV�ZKR�KDG�PXOWLSOH�
LQWHUQDO�DIIDLUV�FRPSODLQWV�ORGJHG�DJDLQVW�WKHP���:HLV�UHOHQWHG�DIWHU�VHYHUDO�GD\V�RI�VWRQHZDOOLQJ�DQG�WXUQHG�RYHU�WKH�
OLVW�DV�WKH�MXGJH�RUGHUHG���2QH�KDV�WR�ZRQGHU��,I�WKLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�WRS�FRS�WUHDWV�D�IHGHUDO�MXGJH�LQ�EURDG�GD\OLJKW��WKHQ�
KRZ�GR�WKH�SROLFH�WUHDW�GHIHQVHOHVV�VXVSHFWV�RQ�WKH�VWUHHWV�ZKHQ�WKHUH�DUH�QR�79�FDPHUDV�DURXQG"�
� 7KH�UDFLVP�VXIIHUHG�DJDLQVW�%ODFNV�LQ�WKH�FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�� �7KH�IDFW� LV�%ODFNV�
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were brought to�$PHULFD��XQOLNH�:KLWH�LPPLJUDQWV�ZKR�
ÀHG�WR�$PHULFD��IRU� WKH�sole SXUSRVH�RI�EHLQJ�VHUYDQWV���
2QFH� %ODFNV� ZHUH� ³IUHHG�´� :KLWH� $PHULFDQV� KDG� DQ�
LQVWDQW�SUREOHP��±�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�DOO�WKHVH�%ODFN�SHRSOH�
WKDW� PRVW� :KLWHV� GLG� QRW� ZDQW� DQ\ZKHUH� QHDU� WKHP���
(YHQ�$EUDKDP�/LQFROQ��D� OLIHORQJ�RSSRQHQW�RI� VODYHU\��
DOZD\V�SUHIHUUHG�WKDW�VODYHV�EH�VHW�IUHH�WR�OLYH�LQ�DQRWKHU�
FRXQWU\�� �)RU�PRUH� RQ� WKDW�� UHDG� ³7KH� /LIH� DQG�7LPHV�
RI� )UHGHULFN� 'RXJODVV´� E\� )UHGHULFN� 'RXJODVV�� DQG�
³)RUFHG� LQWR�*ORU\´� E\�/HURQH�%HQQHWW� -U���� �2QFH� WKH�
VODYHV�ZHUH�³IUHHG�´�PRVW�:KLWHV�±�HYHQ�DEROLWLRQLVWV�±�
were uncomfortable with Blacks around them and states 
EHJDQ�SDVVLQJ�ODZV�WR�NHHS�IUHHG�%ODFNV�LQ�D�VXEVHUYLHQW�
SRVLWLRQ�� �)RU� PRUH� RQ� WKDW�� UHDG� ³,Q� 7KH� 0DWWHU� RI�
&RORU´�E\�-XGJH�/HRQ�+LJJLQERWKDP����%HDU�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�
%ODFNV�ZHUH�¿UVW�EURXJKW� WR�$PHULFD� LQ������EXW�ZHUH�
QRW�JUDQWHG�OHJDO�HTXDOLW\�XQWLO�WKH������&LYLO�5LJKWV�DQG�
�����9RWLQJ�5LJKWV�DFWV��7KDW¶V�����\HDU�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�
sanctioned discrimination that was made illegal a mere 
��� \HDUV� DJR�� �2XU� QDWLRQ�ZDV� ELUWKHG� LQ� UDFLVP��ZKDW�
&RQGROHH]]D�5LFH�FDOOHG�RXU�QDWLRQDO�³ELUWK�GHIHFW�´��6R�
LW¶V�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�LQ������%ODFNV�DUH�VWLOO�WKH�YLFWLPV�
of racial discrimination.  
� %ODFNV� VWLOO� IDFH� UDFLVP� LQ� HYHU\� IDFHW� RI� WKH�
FULPLQDO� MXVWLFH� V\VWHP�� L�H�� UDFLDO� SUR¿OLQJ� E\� ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW��EHLQJ�H[FOXGHG�IURP�MXULHV�EDVHG�VROHO\�RQ�
UDFH��UHFHLYLQJ�VWLIIHU�VHQWHQFHV�WKDQ�:KLWHV�ZKR�FRPPLW�
WKH�VDPH�RIIHQVHV��HWF�� �(YHQ�%ODFN�MXGJHV�KDYH�VWRULHV�
DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�DUH�GLVFULPLQDWHG�DJDLQVW�E\�:KLWH�MXGJHV��
�5HDG�³%ODFN�5REHV��:KLWH� -XVWLFH´�E\�%UXFH�:ULJKW���
:KHQ� &KULVWLQH� 7RGG� :KLWPDQ� ZDV� WKH� 5HSXEOLFDQ�
JRYHUQRU�RI�1HZ�-HUVH\�LQ�WKH�����V��VKH�PDGH�UHDO�HIIRUWV�
WR�SXW�DQ�HQG�WR�WKH�UDPSDQW�UDFLDO�SUR¿OLQJ�WKDW�WKH�1HZ�
-HUVH\�VWDWH�WURRSHUV�ZHUH�LQIDPRXV�IRU�HQJDJLQJ�LQ���$V�
SDUW� RI� KHU� UHIRUP� HIIRUW� �ZKLFK� \RX� FDQ� UHDG� DERXW� LQ�
KHU�ERRN��³,W¶V�0\�3DUW\�7RR�´�FKDSWHU����±�³5HFODLPLQJ�
/LQFROQ¶V�/HJDF\´���VKH�UHTXLUHG�WKDW�WURRSHUV�UHFRUG�WKH�
³UDFH´�RI�HYHU\�PRWRULVW�WKH\�SXOOHG�RYHU���8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
WKH� WURRSHUV� OLHG� RQ� WKH� IRUPV� DQG� LQWHQWLRQDOO\� OLVWHG�
PRVW�RI�WKH�PRWRULVWV�DV�:KLWH�±�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�GDUN�
WKHLU�VNLQ�RU�ZRRO\�WKHLU�KDLU���7KLV�GLUW\�OLWWOH�VHFUHW�ZDV�
EURXJKW�WR�OLJKW�E\�IDPHG�DWWRUQH\�-RKQQLH�&RFKUDQ�ZKHQ�
KH�VXHG�WKH�1HZ�-HUVH\�VWDWH�SROLFH�RYHU�D�UDFLDO�SUR¿OLQJ�
LQFLGHQW���&RFKUDQ�KLUHG�SULYDWH�LQYHVWLJDWRUV�WR�YLVLW�WKH�
PRWRULVWV�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�UHSRUWV�¿OHG�E\�WKH�WURRSHUV�KH�ZDV�
VXLQJ�� �/R�DQG�EHKROG��PRVW�RI� WKH�%ODFN�DQG�+LVSDQLF�
PRWRULVWV�ZHUH�OLVWHG�DV�:KLWH�E\�WKH�WURRSHUV����
� 6R��ZKDW� UROH� FDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�SOD\� LQ�GHWHUULQJ�
UDFLDO�SUR¿OLQJ���7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�%ODFN�
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW� RI¿FHUV� WKDW� KDYH� EHHQ� VFUHDPLQJ�
VROXWLRQV�IRU�\HDUV���7KRVH�LQFOXGH�UHPRYLQJ�SUH�WH[WXDO�
EDUULHUV�WKDW�NHHS�PLQRULWLHV�RII�SROLFH�GHSDUWPHQWV���6R�

FDOOHG� SV\FKRORJLFDO� H[DPV� DQG� FROOHJH� UHTXLUHPHQWV�
VHUYH� WR� GLVTXDOLI\�PDQ\�PLQRULW\� DSSOLFDQWV�� \HW� KDYH�
IDLOHG� WR� SURGXFH� D� SROLFH� IRUFH� FDSDEOH� RI� GHDOLQJ�
HIIHFWLYHO\�ZLWK�RXU�GLYHUVH�SRSXODWLRQ���
� $QRWKHU�DUHD�IRU�UHIRUP�LQYROYHV�WKH�SROLFH�XQLRQV���
,Q�KLV�ERRN��³$�/DZ\HUV�/LIH�´�&RFKUDQ�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�
SROLFH�XQLRQV�FRQVSLUH� WR�SURWHFW� URJXH�RI¿FHUV�� �6RPH�
\HDUV� DJR� &RFKUDQ� ¿OHG� D� SROLFH� EUXWDOLW\� VXLW� DJDLQVW�
VHYHUDO�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�SROLFH�RI¿FHUV���7KH�XQLRQ�FRQWUDFW�
VSHFL¿FDOO\�JDYH�WKH�RI¿FHUV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�UHIXVH�WR�WDON�WR�
LQWHUQDO�DIIDLUV�XQWLO�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V�after an incident of 
DOOHJHG�PLVFRQGXFW�� �0LQG�\RX�WKDW� WKH�SROLFH�KDYH�WKH�
VDPH��th Amendment right to remain silent as civilians 
KDYH��VR� WKH\�FDQ¶W�EH�FRPSHOOHG�WR� WDON�DERXW�FULPLQDO�
allegations made against them.  But the union contract 
JDYH�WKHP�WKH�ULJKW�WR�UHPDLQ�VLOHQW�IRU�D�FRXSOH�GD\V��QRW�
LQ�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�VHQVH�EXW�LQ�WKH�HPSOR\PHQW�VHQVH���
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��ZLWKRXW�WKDW�SURYLVLRQ��D�FRS�FRXOG�EH�¿UHG�
IRU�UHIXVLQJ�WR�LPPHGLDWHO\�WDON�WR�LQWHUQDO�DIIDLUV���:KDW�
WKLV�SURYLVLRQ�LQ�WKH�XQLRQ�FRQWUDFW�GLG�ZDV�JLYH�SROLFH�
DFFXVHG�RI�PLVFRQGXFW�D�IHZ�GD\V�WR�WDON�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�VR�
WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�³JHW�WKHLU�VWRU\�VWUDLJKW�´��&RFKUDQ�VXHG�
WKH�XQLRQ�XQGHU�FLYLO�5,&2�ODZV�±�VRPHWKLQJ�QR�DWWRUQH\�
had ever done before.  Rather than risk losing the case, 
the union settled.  
� 2WKHU� LGHDV� IRU� UHIRUP� LQFOXGH� YLGHRWDSLQJ�
FRQIHVVLRQV� DQG� WLJKWHU� UHVLGHQF\� UHTXLUHPHQWV� IRU�
RI¿FHUV�� � )RU� H[DPSOH�� &KLFDJR� SROLFH� RI¿FHUV� PXVW�
FXUUHQWO\� OLYH� LQ� WKH� FLW\� OLPLWV� RI� &KLFDJR�� �+RZHYHU��
HYHU\�&KLFDJR�SROLFH�RI¿FHU�,�KDYH�HYHU�VSRNHQ�WR�VD\V�
WKDW� SROLFH� EUXWDOLW\� DQG� UDFLDO� SUR¿OLQJ� ZRXOG� KDOW�
RYHUQLJKW� LI�ZH�FRXOG� LQVWLWXWH�RQH� UHIRUP�� UHTXLUH� WKDW�
RI¿FHUV� OLYH�QRW�RQO\� LQ�&KLFDJR��EXW�PRUH� VSHFL¿FDOO\�
WKDW� WKH\� OLYH� LQ� WKH� SROLFH� GLVWULFW� WKH\¶UH� DVVLJQHG� WR���
(YHU\�RI¿FHU�,�GLVFXVVHG�WKLV�ZLWK�DJUHHG�WKDW�VXFK�D�UXOH�
ZRXOG�EULQJ�SROLFH�H[FHVVHV�WR�D�VFUHHFKLQJ�KDOW�� �7KH\�
DOVR�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKH�SROLFH�XQLRQ�±�7KH�)UDWHUQDO�2UGHU�RI�
3ROLFH�±�ZRXOG�¿JKW�OLNH�KHOO�WR�RSSRVH�LW���
� ,Q�RUGHU�WR�EXLOG�HQRXJK�SXEOLF�VXSSRUW�IRU�SROLFH�
UHIRUP�� PRUH� :KLWHV� QHHG� WR� EH� FRQYLQFHG� WKDW� WKH�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DFWXDOO\�H[LVWV���0RVW�:KLWHV�VWLOO�EHOLHYH�
WKDW��³:HOO��LI�WKH�FRSV�DUUHVWHG�WKH�JX\��KH�PXVW¶YH�GRQH�
VRPHWKLQJ� ZURQJ�� 7KH\� ZRXOGQ¶W� MXVW� SXOO� VRPHERG\�
RYHU�IRU�QR�JRRG�UHDVRQ�´��8QWLO�WKDW�SHUFHSWLRQ�FKDQJHV��
the chances for real reform are slim to none.  And slim is 
on vacation.

Patrick John is an attorney in Chicago, Illinois
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Star Parker is the founder and president of CURE, the 
&RDOLWLRQ�RQ�8UEDQ�5HQHZDO�	�(GXFDWLRQ��D����F��QRQ�SUR¿W�
organization that provides national dialogue on issues of race 
and poverty in the media, inner city neighborhoods, and public 
policy.

Previous to her involvement in social activism, Star Parker 
was a single welfare mother in Los Angeles, California. After 
receiving Christ, Star returned to college, received a BS degree 
in marketing and launched an urban Christian magazine.

The Los Angeles riots destroyed her business in 1992, yet 
served as a catalyst for her focus on faith-based and free 
market alternatives to empower the lives of the poor. As a social 
policy consultant, Star Parker gives regular testimony before 
the US Congress, and is a national expert on major television 

and radio shows across the country.

Star has been a regular commentator on CNN, MSNBC, and FOX News. She debated Jesse Jackson on BET; 
fought for school choice on Larry King Live; and defended welfare reform on the Oprah Winfrey Show.

Nationwide, Star shares her story and policy suggestions through college and church lectures, community 
outreaches, and empowerment conferences for inner city pastors. She has hosted radio talk shows in Christian 
and secular markets, and her opinion pieces are featured in TownHall.com, WorldNetDaily.com and Freedom’s 
Journal Magazine.

Our David Brooks caught up with her for an interview for Freedom’s Journal Magazine to get her unique insight 
on conservative politics, poverty and the Black Church.  

FJM:� �7KHUH¶V�D�ORW�RI�WDON�PDGH�DERXW�WKH�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�RI�SDUWLFXODU�LQGLYLGXDOV�IRU�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�
6WDWHV��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��HWFHWHUD���:LWK�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��WKHUH�PD\EH�VRPH�UHDGHUV�ZKR�ZLOO�ORRN�DW�\RXU�QDPH�DQG�
VD\��6WDU�3DUNHU��RND\��ZHOO��ZKR�LV�VKH�DQG�ZKDW�TXDOL¿HV�KHU�WR�EH�LQWHUYLHZHG�IRU�WKLV�PDJD]LQH"��7KH\�PD\�EH�
WKLQNLQJ�ZK\�WKH\�VKRXOG�GHYRWH�WLPH�WR�UHDG�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�WR�VD\���)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�WR�NQRZ�ZKR�
\RX�DUH��SOHDVH�WDON�DERXW�\RXU�OLIH�DQG�KRZ�\RX¶YH�JRWWHQ�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�WRGD\�

MS. PARKER:��:HOO��IRU�WKRVH�WKDW�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�,�DP��ZKR�SHUKDSV�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�VRPH�RI�P\�FRQFHUQV��
PD\�¿QG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH�EHFDXVH�SRYHUW\��VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��WKH�UROH�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�WKH�UROH�RI�FKXUFK�LQ�RXU�
SXEOLF�VSDFH�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV���$V�D�PDWWHU�RI�IDFW��WKHVH�DUH�LVVXHV�,¶YH�GHGLFDWHG�P\�OLIH�WR�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�

2YHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��,¶YH�VSHQW�WLPH�DVVHVVLQJ�KRZ�ZH²DV�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�SHRSOH��WKH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\�²JRW�
LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�VWDWH�ZH¶UH�LQ��DQ�DEVROXWH�FULVLV��DQG�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��KRZ�ZH�JHW�RXW���,�UXQ�D�WKLQN�WDQN��DQG�,�QRW�
RQO\�UHDG�DQG�UHVHDUFK�GDWD��JLYLQJ�WKRXJKW��EXW�,�DOVR�EULQJ��IURP�P\�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH�LQVLGH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�
VWDWH��DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�PHQWDOLW\�WKDW�VD\V�ZH�FDQ�GLVFRQQHFW�IURP�RXU�SHUVRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\���WKH�¿UVW�
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VWHS�RXW�RI�SRYHUW\��ZKLFK�LV�VHOI�JRYHUQDQFH�� �:H¶YH�
EURXJKW� LQWR� WKH� LGHD� WKDW� RXU� SUREOHPV� DUH� QRW� RXU�
RZQ�WR�¿[��DQG�WKDW� WKHUH�LV�D�UROH�RI� WKH�SROLWLFLDQ²
DQG�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ZRUOG²ZKLFK�DOORZV�XV�WR�ZDWFK�RXU�
lives outside ourselves go into total recklessness and 
FKDRV�� � ,�ZDV� OLYLQJ� D� YHU\� DJJUHVVLYH� OLIH²FULPLQDO�
DFWLYLW\��GUXJ�DFWLYLW\�DQG�VH[XDO�DFWLYLW\²WKDW�OHG�PH�
in and out of abortion clinic after abortion clinic.  I had 
D�JXW� LQVWLQFW�ZD\�GRZQ�GHHS� LQVLGH� WKDW� WKHUH�KDV� WR�
EH�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�NLOOLQJ�\RXU�RIIVSULQJ���$QG�
,�NQRZ�RXU�VRFLHW\�ZLOO� WU\�WR�FRQYLQFH�XV�WKDW� WKLV� LV�
VRFLDOO\� DFFHSWDEOH��,W¶V� QRW�� � $QG� ,� NQHZ� LW� ZDVQ¶W�
�LQKHUHQWO\���WKRXJK�,�RSWHG�WR�KDYH�WKH�QH[W�FKLOG�,�ZDV�
SUHJQDQW�ZLWK��DQG�HQGHG�XS�RQ�ZHOIDUH���$QG�LW�ZDVQ¶W�
XQWLO�D�ERUQ�DJDLQ�FRQYHUVLRQ��ZKHQ�,�PHHW� WKH�/RUG��
WKDW�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�JUDVS�VRPH�SULQFLSOHV��ZKLFK�KHOSHG�
WR�VKDSH�P\�OLIH��DQG�FDXVHG�PH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�P\�
OLIH�ZDV�QRW�P\�RZQ²WKDW� ,�KDG�EHHQ�ERXJKW�ZLWK� D�
SULFH²DQG�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�RSHQ�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��OHDUQ�IURP�
WKH�VFULSWXUHV�DQG�VHH�LW�ZRUN�LQ�P\�RZQ�OLIH���$QG�WKHQ�
DV�,�EHJDQ�WKLV�MRXUQH\�WR�VD\��³&DQ�WKLV�ZRUN�LQ�RWKHU�
SHRSOH¶V� OLYHV"´� � ,V� WKHUH� D�ZD\�ZH�FDQ� UHSODFH�ZKDW�
JRYHUQPHQW�LV�GRLQJ�ZLWK�SRYHUW\�LQLWLDWLYH�±ZLWK�*RG"��
&DQ�ZH�VD\��DV�,�ZDV�WROG��³,V�*RG�RXU�JRYHUQPHQW"´�
$QG�IURP�WKDW�MRXUQH\��,�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��DV�
well as consult, on federal welfare reform.  I worked 
ZLWK� WKH� &RQJUHVV� WR� KHOS� EULQJ� WKDW� WR� UHDOLW\� �ZLWK�
WKH�*23�&RQJUHVV��RI�FRXUVH���,W�UHDOO\�QHHGHG�D�ORW�RI�
DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�WKH�SROLWLFLDQV�

6R�� EHIRUH� ZH� JRW� WKH� ULJKW� IRUPXODV� WR� KHOS� SHRSOH�
WUDQVLWLRQ�WKHLU�OLYHV²ZH�KDG�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�&RQJUHVV��
,� ZDV� D� SDUW� RI�PDNLQJ� VXUH� WKHUH�ZDV� D� 5HSXEOLFDQ�
UHYROXWLRQ��EHFDXVH�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�¿QG�'HPRFUDWV�ZKR�
ZHUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VD\�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
welfare state.

<RX�FDQ�ORRN�DW�HYHU\�LQQHU�FLW\�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�VHH�WKH�
UHVXOW��EXW�ZH�FRXOGQ¶W�JHW�DQ\�'HPRFUDWV²LQFOXGLQJ�
WKRVH� WKDW� VD\� WKH\� FDUH� DERXW� WKHVH� FRPPXQLWLHV²
WKRVH�ZKR�FRPH�IURP�WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�UHSUHVHQW�
WKHP��WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�ZURQJ�ZLWK�ZHOIDUH�
and the welfare state as we knew it.

So we changed the Congress; we reformed welfare.  
$QG�,�VWDUWHG�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��D�WKLQN�WDQN��ZKLFK�QRZ�
ORRNV� DW� DOO�$PHULFDQ�XUEDQ�SROLF\� DQG� VDLG�ZH�KDYH�
JRW�WR�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�DOWHUQDWLYH�DQVZHUV��:KDW�ZH�KDYH�
EHHQ�GRLQJ�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�KDV�QRW�ZRUNHG��DQG�
WR�D�GHJUHH��LW¶V�PDGH�WKH�SUREOHPV�ZRUVH�

$QG�WKDW¶V�ZKR�,�DP�WRGD\�� �,�GR��DV�D�UHVXOW��D� ORW�RI�
PHGLD��ZKLFK� LV�ZKHUH�SHRSOH� FRXOG�EHFRPH� IDPLOLDU�
ZLWK� PH²HVSHFLDOO\� LI� WKH\� DUH� SROLWLFDO� MXQNLHV²
EHFDXVH� ,�GR�TXLWH�D�ELW�RI�PHGLD��QRW� MXVW�QDWLRQDOO\��
EXW� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�� � ,�ZULWH� D� V\QGLFDWHG� FROXPQ� WKDW�
JRHV� RXW� WR� ���� QHZVSDSHUV� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\�� ,� KDYH��
WKURXJK�P\� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� D� SDVWRUV¶� QHWZRUN�� DV�ZHOO�
DV�D�SURJUDP�ZH�FDOO�&XUH�1HW��ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�ORRNLQJ�
for those that want to look at alternative answers to 
WKH�VRFLDO�VWDWH�RI� WKH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\��$QG�ZH�KHOS�
WKHP� JHW� LQIRUPDWLRQ²LQFOXGLQJ� EULQJLQJ� WKHP� WR�
:DVKLQJWRQ�'&�� �$QG� WKHQ�ZH�KDYH� D� SROLF\� VLGH� RI�
RXU�WKLQN�WDQN�ZKHUH�ZH�ZRUN�GLUHFWO\�RQ�&DSLWRO�+LOO�
KHOSLQJ�¿JKW�ELOOV��ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�QHFHVVDU\��DQG�SXVKLQJ�
WKHP�WRZDUGV�LGHDV�DQG�ELOOV�WKDW�SHUKDSV�FRXOG�KHOS�

FJM:� � ,� SHUVRQDOO\� GLVOLNH� WKH� DEXVH� RI� ODEHOV�� � )RU�
LQVWDQFH��SHRSOH�VSHDN�RI�WKH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\�DV�LI�LW�
were one big monolithic mass. But for argument sake, 
OHW¶V� WDON� DERXW� WKH� EODFN� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� WKH� FXUUHQW�
QDWLRQDO� EODFN� OHDGHUV²� OHDGHUV� OLNH�0D[LQH�:DWHUV��
Charlie Rangel, Sheila Jackson Lee, Jessie Jackson, 
ERWK�� VHQLRU�DQG� MXQLRU�� DQG�$O�6KDUSWRQ²ZKR�FODLP�
WR� UHSUHVHQW� WKH� OLWWOH� PDQ�� WKH� GLVDGYDQWDJHG�� WKH�
GLVHQIUDQFKLVHG�RU�WKRVH�QHDU��DW��RU�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�
line. 

7KH� EODFN� FKXUFK� DOVR� SOD\V� D� PDMRU� UROH� LQ� RXU�
FRPPXQLWLHV�� � 7KH� EODFN� FKXUFK� UHSUHVHQWV� WKH� URFN�
RI� RXU� FRPPXQLWLHV²DQG� RI� RXU� IDLWK�� :KDW� DUH�
\RXU� WKRXJKWV� RI� WKH� UROH� RI� WKH� EODFN� FKXUFK� WRGD\�
DQG� LWV� EDWWOH� DJDLQVW� SRYHUW\"�$QG� ZKDW� VKRXOG� WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW¶V� UROH� EH� LQ� ¿JKWLQJ� SRYHUW\"� � &RXOG� RU�
VKRXOG�WKH�WZR�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU"

MS. PARKER:��,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�SDUW�RI�
\RXU�TXHVWLRQ�¿UVW�DQG�WKHQ�PRYH�EDFNZDUGV��EHFDXVH�
WKH� DQVZHUV� DUH� VLPSOH� IRU�PH� RQ� WKH� FKXUFKHV¶� UROH���
,W¶V�DEVROXWH���7KH�FKDULW\�EHORQJV�WR�*RG��6R�WKHUHIRUH��
,�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKHUH¶V�QR�UROH�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�H[FHSW�
WR� UHPRYH� DOO� WKH� EDUULHUV� WKDW� LW� KDV� SXW� XS� WR� NHHS�
SHRSOH²IUHH� SHRSOH²IURP� GRLQJ� IUHH� ZRUN� LQ� WKHLU�
ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��ZKLFK�KHOS�SHRSOH�LQ�QHHG�

7KH� EDWWOH� DJDLQVW� SRYHUW\� KDV� EHFRPH� SROLWLFDO�� � ,W¶V�
D�ZDU�RQ�SRYHUW\�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�VRFLDOO\�HQJLQHHUHG�E\�
WKH� VHFXODU� µOHIW¶²DQG� LW¶V� GHHSO\� KXUWLQJ� WKH� EODFN�
FRPPXQLW\�� %XW�� PRYLQJ� WR� WKH� ¿UVW� SDUW� RI� \RXU�
TXHVWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� EODFN� FRPPXQLW\�� DOWKRXJK� QRW�
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PRQROLWKLF�� LV� VRFLDO� HQJLQHHULQJ²DQG� WDNHV� SODFH� LQ�
WKH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\�FUHDWLQJ� LWV�RZQ�VSHFLDO� LQWHUHVW�
JURXS�

7KHUH¶V� VRPH� FRPPRQ� LQWHUHVW� ZLWKLQ� WKH� EODFN�
FRPPXQLW\²ZLWK� EODFNV²EHFDXVH� RXU� DQFHVWRUV��
were all dragged here against their will. Unlike other 
HWKQLF�JURXSV�LQ�$PHULFD�ZKR�FDPH�IURP�RSSUHVVLRQ�WR�
IUHHGRP��EODFNV�KDYH�D�VKDUHG�KLVWRU\�LQ�OHDYLQJ�IUHHGRP�
DQG� FRPLQJ� LQWR� RSSUHVVLRQ�� � %XW� ZKDW� KDSSHQHG� WR�
our common interest is, it divided during the Civil 
Rights movement or toward the end of the movement. 
:KHQ�'U��0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ��-U��GLHG²WKH�PRYHPHQW�
VZXQJ� WRZDUGV�SROLWLFL]DWLRQ��7KH�SHRSOH�ZKR�SLFNHG�
XS� WKH� EDWRQ�� ZKLFK� KDG� IDOOHQ� IURP� KLV� KDQG� LQ� KLV�
YHU\�\RXQJ�OLIH��WRRN�XV�LQWR�D�JRYHUQPHQWDO�VWUXFWXUH��
LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG� RXU� LQWHUHVW�� LI� \RX� ZLOO�� ZKHUH� WKHQ�
WKH� VRFLDO� HQJLQHHUV� ZKR� ZHUH� DOUHDG\� GHYHORSLQJ�
RXW� WKHVH� LGHDV� RI� WKH� VHFXODU� µOHIW¶� ZLWK� WKHLU� VH[XDO�
UHYROXWLRQ�DQG�WKHLU�ZDU�RQ�SRYHUW\²JUDEEHG�KROG�RI�
RXU�FRPPXQLW\���,W�ZDV�D�JRRG�JXLQHD�SLJ��LI�\RX�ZLOO��
WR�WHVW�WKHVH�LGHDV�RI�VRFLDOLVP²LGHDV�RI�VRFLDOLVP�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�SROLF\��LGHDV�RI�VRFLDOLVP�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�KHDOWK�SROLF\��KRXVLQJ�SROLF\�DQG�ZHOIDUH��$QG�ODVWO\��
MRE�FUHDWLRQ²LQ�WHUPV�RI�DI¿UPDWLYH�DFWLRQ�SROLF\�

These new ideas began to take hold in the black 
FRPPXQLW\� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� µ��V�� DQG� WKHQ� LQ� WKH� µ��V�
WKHVH� LGHDV� EHFDPH� YHU\� GHVWUXFWLYH� DQG� FRXQWHU�
SURGXFWLYH��7KH\� FUHDWHG� WKH� HQYLURQPHQW�� ZKLFK�ZH�
VDZ� WRZDUG� WKH� µ��V� ZKHUH� LW� ZDV� VR� RXW� RI� FRQWURO�
WKDW� LW� GLVPDQWOHG� WKH� FRUH� SULQFLSOHV� RI� WKH� EODFN�
FRPPXQLW\²SULQFLSOHV� RI� IDLWK�� VWURQJ� IDPLO\�� DQG�
strong commitment to create our own wealth.

7KHVH�LGHDV�RI�VRFLDO�HQJLQHHULQJ�DQG�WKHLU�SROLWLFL]DWLRQ�
started to break down the core institutions of the black 
FRPPXQLW\²IDPLO\� OLIH�ZHQW�¿UVW�� � ,Q� WKH� µ��V�EODFN�
IDPLO\�OLIH�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�LQ�WDFW���,W�ZDV�VWURQJ���6HYHQW\�
HLJKW� SHUFHQW� RI� KXVEDQGV� ZHUH� LQ� WKHLU� KRPHV� ZLWK�
WKHLU�ZLYHV�UDLVLQJ�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ���7RGD\��LW�LV�WKH�H[DFW�
RSSRVLWH���:H¶YH�JRW����SHUFHQW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�ERUQ�RXWVLGH�
RI�PDUULDJH��<RX�KDYH�FORVH�WR����SHUFHQW�RI�EODFN�NLGV�
WKDW�DUH�EURXJKW�XS� LQ�VLQJOH�KHDGHG�KRXVHKROGV��$QG�
ZKDW¶V�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LV�WKDW�QXPEHU����UXQV�DOVR�WR�ZKDW�
ZH¶UH�VHHLQJ�LQ�RXU�FULPLQDO�UDWH�� �6HYHQW\�SHUFHQW�RI�
WKH�\RXQJ�PHQ�WKDW�DUH�JRLQJ�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�RXU�FULPLQDO�
MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�FRPH�IURP�VLQJOH�KHDGHG�KRXVHKROGV�

6R��ZH�VHH�DOO� WKH�VRFLDO�SDWKRORJLHV�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�

ZKHQ�IDPLO\�OLIH�EUHDNV�GRZQ��EXW�DOVR�ZKDW�RFFXUUHG�
LV� FKXUFK� OLIH� EHFDPH� SROLWLFL]HG�� 5DWKHU� WKDQ� WKH�
FKXUFK�EHFRPLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH� WR�JR�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH� LQ�
D� VWDWH�RI� FULVLV� �ZKHWKHU� LW� EH� D�KHDOWK� FULVHV�� IDPLO\�
FULVHV��HGXFDWLRQDO�FULVHV�����,�PHDQ��RXU�VFKRROV�DUH�WKH�
black churches --it became an instrument of the secular 
µOHIW¶²LW�EHFDPH�D�SROLWLFDO�DUP�� �$QG�RYHU� WKH�VDPH�
SHULRG�RI����\HDUV�DIWHU�'U��.LQJ¶V�GHDWK��WKH�FKXUFK�ORVW�
LWV�PLVVLRQ�DQG�EHFDPH��ZHOO��DQ�DUP�RI�WKH�'HPRFUDW�
SDUW\��:KDW�FDQ�,�VD\"

$QG�� WKHUHIRUH�� WKH�EODFN�FKXUFK�KDV�ORVW� LWV�DXWKRULW\�
WR� ¿JKW� SRYHUW\�� 7KH� JRYHUQPHQW� KDV� QRZ� EHFRPH�
WKH�SULPDU\�SRLQW�RU�LQVWLWXWLRQ�WKDW�RQH�JRHV�WR�ZKHQ�
WKH\�KDYH�D�FULVLV��$QG�WKH\�VD\��³3RYHUW\�LV�URRWHG�LQ�
VRPH� W\SH� RI� FULVHV´�� � ,W� XVXDOO\� VWDUWV� DV� D� SHUVRQDO�
SDLQ��ZKHWKHU� LW¶V�D� WUDQVIHU�RI�SDLQ�IURP�\RXU� IDPLO\�
just not having been successful the generation before, 
RU�LW¶V�VHOI�LQGXFHG²OLNH�P\�RZQ��:KHUH�,�FDPH�IURP�
�DQ�LQWDFW�IDPLO\���WR�PDNLQJ�EDG�VH[XDO�FKRLFHV��ZKLFK�
ODQGHG�PH�RQ�ZHOIDUH²DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�ODQGHG�PH�LQWR�
SRYHUW\�

So the church has to recover this.  If the black church is 
JRLQJ�WR�EH�VWURQJ²WR�EH�WKH�VRFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�WKDW�LW¶V�
VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�LQ�LWV�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VHUYH�WKH�UHDO�KDUG�
QHHGV�RI�WKH�SHRSOH²WKHQ�LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�WR�FXW�LWV�
SROLWLFDO�WLHV��$QG�LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�KDYH�WR�EHFRPH�D�YRLFH�
RI�PRUDO�FODULW\��ZKLFK�RQFH�DJDLQ�SURPRWHV�SULQFLSOHV�
RI�VWURQJ�IDPLO\�OLIH²PHDQLQJ�PDUULDJH�EHIRUH�VH[XDO�
DFWLYLW\�� PHDQLQJ� UHDULQJ� FKLOGUHQ� ZLWK� VWURQJ� PRUDO�
IUDPHZRUN��L�H���SXWWLQJ�WKHP�LQ�FKXUFK�EDVHG�VFKRROV��
DQG�KDYLQJ�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDP�WKDW�
LQFOXGHV�RUGHU�DQG�VFULSWXUH�

7KHQ�� RI� FRXUVH�� HFRQRPLFDOO\�� ,¶P� ORRNLQJ� WR� LGHDV�
RI� IUHH�PDUNHW� DQG� FDSLWDOLVP� DV� RSSRVHG� WR� LGHDV� RI�
UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�DQG�VRFLDOLVP²VR�WKDW�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�VHH�DQ�
HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�VSLULW��ZKLFK�ÀRXULVKHV�DQG�JURZV�LQWR�
VXFFHVVIXO�EXVLQHVV���6R�WKH�FKXUFK�KDV�SOD\HG�D�UROH²
but getting to the basic bottom line, the government has 
WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�SRYHUW\�EXVLQHVV��DQG�WKH�FKXUFK�KDV�
to get back in.

FJM:��7KLV�QH[W�VHW�RI�TXHVWLRQV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�MXVW�WKDW��
7KH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\�LV�KLVWRULFDOO\�PRUH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�
WKDQ� RQH� RIWHQ� FDVXDOO\� REVHUYHV�� \HW�� HYHU\� QDWLRQDO�
HOHFWLRQ� F\FOH� URXJKO\� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� EODFNV� YRWH�
'HPRFUDW�
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:LWK� WKDW� LQ�PLQG�� LQ� \RXU� RSLQLRQ�� LV� WKH�*RVSHO� RI�
-HVXV�&KULVW�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�RU�D�OLEHUDO�GRFXPHQW"

MS. PARKER:� �:HOO�� WKH�ZRUG�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DQG�WKH�
ZRUG� OLEHUDO� WRGD\� DUH� SROLWLFDO� WHUPV�� ,Q�:DVKLQJWRQ�
'�&��� FRQVHUYDWLYH� PHDQV� WKDW� \RX� DGDSW� D� -XGHR�
&KULVWLDQ�ZRUOGYLHZ��7KH�ZRUG�OLEHUDO�PHDQV�WKDW�\RX�
DGDSW�D� VHFXODU�� µOHIW¶�ZRUOGYLHZ�� �6R� LW¶V�KDUG� WR� VD\��
EHFDXVH� WKH�*RVSHO� LV� DEVROXWH�� � 7KH�*RVSHO� GRHVQ¶W�
DOORZ�IRU�D�EXQFK�RI�GHYLDWLRQ��,W¶V�D�QDUURZ�SDWK��LW¶V�D�
FKRLFH�WKLV�ZD\�RU�WKDW�ZD\��´,¶YH�ODLG�EHIRUH�\RX�OLIH�
RU�GHDWK��JRRG�RU�HYLO´���1RZ��\RX�FKRRVH�

6R�WR�WU\�WR�SXW�WKH�*RVSHO�LQ�D�SROLWLFDO�DUHQD�LV�YHU\�
GLI¿FXOW�� � %XW� ,� GR� KDYH� WR� DGGUHVV� ZKDW� \RX� VDLG�
DERXW� EODFNV� EHLQJ� FRQVHUYDWLYH�� 1RZ�� EODFNV� SROO�
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�DV�LI�WKH\�DUH�FRQVHUYDWLYH���7KH\�SROO��
,�VXSSRVH��E\�WKHLU�IDLWK��7KH\�SROO�ZKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�LV�WR�
EH�WUXH²DQG�VKRXOG�EH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�OLIH�

%XW� EODFNV� GRQ¶W� OLYH� FRQVHUYDWLYHO\�� 7KH� GDWD� LV�
H[WUHPHO\� FOHDU�� � %ODFNV� KDYH� EURXJKW� LQWR� LGHDV�
RI� VHFXODULVP��� ODVFLYLRXVQHVV�� DFWXDOO\�� %ODFNV� DUH�
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�VH[XDOL]HG��7KH�WRS�WKUHH�VRFLDO�FULVHV�
FRQIURQWLQJ� DOO� RI� RXU� VRFLHW\�� EXW� SDUWLFXODUO\� LQ� WKH�
EDFN� FRPPXQLW\�� DUH� URRWHG� LQ� VH[XDO� LPPRUDOLW\²
$,'6��DERUWLRQ��DQG�WKH�ZHOIDUH�VWDWH�

And blacks have bought into this sexual revolution 
FRQFHSW� WKDW� WKH\� IHHO� WKH\� GRQ¶W� KDYH� WR� GLVFLSOLQH�
WKHLU�HQHUJLHV²WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�SDUDPHWHUV�WR�JRYHUQ�
WKHPVHOYHV�E\��DQG�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�H[SUHVV�RXUVHOYHV�DQ\�
WLPH� ZH� ZDQW� WR� SK\VLFDOO\�� �$QG� ZH¶UH� OLYLQJ� ZLWK�
WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI� WKLV�� �:H¶UH�VHHLQJ� LW� LQ�DERUWLRQ�
UDWHV��7KHUH¶V�DQ�DERUWLRQ� VWDWLVWLF�� WKDW� IRU� HYHU\� WZR�
SUHJQDQFLHV� LQ�%ODFN�$PHULFD�� RQH� LV� DERUWHG��:H¶UH�
DERUWLQJ�RYHU������EODFN�EDELHV�D�GD\��:H¶UH�DERUWLQJ�
PRUH�WKDQ���������EODFN�OLYHV�D�\HDU���,W¶V�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�
RXW�RI�FRQWURO�VH[XDO�FRPPXQLW\���,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKRVH�WKDW�
DUH�EURXJKW�WR�WHUP²WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�EURXJKW�WR�ELUWK²���
SHUFHQW�� VHYHQ� RXW� RI� ��� DUH� ERUQ� RXW� RI� PDUULDJH���
0DUULDJH�LV�QRW�RFFXUULQJ�DV�PXFK�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV���
6R�ZKHQ�\RX�XVH�WKH�ZRUG�FRQVHUYDWLYH��LW¶V�D�SROLWLFDO�
WHUP��EXW�LW�KDV�PHDQLQJ�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�WKRXJKW��ZKLFK�LV�
a Biblical worldview.

:HOO�� LQ� D� %LEOLFDO� ZRUOGYLHZ�� \RX¶UH� VXSSRVHG� WR�
GLVFLSOLQH�\RXU�VH[XDO�HQHUJLHV���6FULSWXUH�LV�H[WUHPHO\�
FOHDU�RQ�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�\RXU�VH[XDO�LPSXOVHV²\RX�DUH�
WR�PDUU\��DQG�WKHQ�VWD\�LQ�WKDW�PDUULDJH�IDLWKIXOO\��DQG�

UHDU�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DFFRUGLQJO\�

7KH� VFULSWXUH�GRHV�QRW� DOORZ� IRU� DQ\�GHYLDWLRQV� IURP�
WKLV���,W�KDV�VWULFW�JXLGHOLQHV�DJDLQVW�VRGRP\���,W�KDV�VWULFW�
JXLGHOLQHV� DJDLQVW� SURPLVFXLW\�� 0DQ\� EODFNV� DUH� QRW�
OLYLQJ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VFULSWXUHV²ZKLFK�LV�H[WUHPHO\�
HYLGHQW� HYHQ�QRZ�ZLWK�ZKDW¶V�KDSSHQLQJ�ZLWK� VH[XDO�
WUDQVPLWWHG�GLVHDVHV��+,9�DQG�$,'6��,W¶V�EHFRPH�QRZ�
WKH�QXPEHU�RQH�NLOOHU�RI�RXU�ZRPHQ�����WR�����EHFDXVH�
ZH¶YH� FRQFHQWUDWHG�SRYHUW\� WKURXJK� WKH�ZHOIDUH� VWDWH�
DQG�WKH�������KRXVLQJ�SURMHFWV�

6HFXODU� VRFLHW\� DQG� JRYHUQPHQW� KDYH� VHQW� WKHVH�
PHVVDJHV�WKDW�\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�DQ\�QDWXUDO�
FRQVHTXHQFHV� WR�\RXU�VH[XDO�EHKDYLRU��:H�KDYH�WKHVH�
µVDIHW\¶�QHWV��³:H�ZLOO�WDNH�FDUH�RI�\RX�´�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�
RI� VRFLHW\��6R�SHRSOH� OLYH� IRU� WRGD\�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WKLQN�
DERXW�WKHLU�OLYHV�RYHU�WKHLU�OLIHWLPH���$QG�VR�PHQ�SURZO�
WKURXJK� WKHVH� QHLJKERUKRRGV�� DQG� WKH\� DUH� QRW� RQO\�
OHDYLQJ�EDELHV�RU�SUHJQDQFLHV��WKH\�DUH�OHDYLQJ�WKH�+,9�
virus.

:H�DUH�LQ�D�JUHDW�GLOHPPD�DV�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�SHRSOH���
$QG��\HW��DV�\RX�PHQWLRQ��ZH�NHHS�WHOOLQJ�*DOORS�DQG�
3XJK�3ROOVWHUV� WKDW�ZH¶UH�FRQVHUYDWLYH��EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�
WKH\� DUH� DVNHG�� WKH\� VD\�� ³:HOO�� ,� EHOLHYH� LQ� WKHVH�
FRQVHUYDWLYH� WKLQJV�´� � :H� PLJKW� KDYH� D� FRPPXQLW\�
RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�EHOLHYH� WKHP��EXW�ZH�FHUWDLQO\�DUH�QRW�
living them.

FJM:��+DV�WKH�EODFN�FKXUFK�OHG�RXU�SHRSOH�DVWUD\"

MS. PARKER:� � 7KH� PDMRULW\� RI� WKH� EODFN� FKXUFK�
DEVROXWHO\�KDV�OHG�RXU�SHRSOH�DVWUD\�E\�QRW�WHOOLQJ�WKH�
WUXWK²E\��DOORZLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EHFRPH�SROLWLFL]HG��
1RZ�� ,� KDYH� WR� VD\� WKH� PDMRULW\²EXW� NHHS� LQ� PLQG�
WKDW�ZLWKLQ� WKH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\��LQ� WKH�EODFN�FKXUFK�
FRPPXQLW\�²WKHUH¶V�D�UHPQDQW�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�FDOO�HLWKHU�
HYDQJHOLFDO�RU�FRQVHUYDWLYH���7KH\�WHOO�WKH�3ROOVWHU�VXFK�

2XW�RI��������EODFN�FKXUFKHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DERXW�������
consider themselves evangelical and conservative.  
7KH\�DUH�JRLQJ� WR�FRPH�IURP�ZKDW�ZH� WHUP� WRGD\�DV�
WKH� UHOLJLRXV� µULJKW¶� SKLORVRSK\� RU� ZRUOGYLHZ�� 7KDW�
UHSUHVHQWV� DERXW� IRXU� WR� VL[�PLOOLRQ�EODFNV�RXW�RI� WKH�
���PLOOLRQ�EODFNV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\���3ROOVWHU�DIWHU�3ROOVWHU�
UHFRUGV� WKRVH� WKDW� KDYH� D� UHDO� GHHS� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI�
WKH� VFULSWXUH�� DQG� OLYH� DFFRUGLQJO\��$QG�ZH� VHH� LW� LQ�
VRPH�SODFHV��LQ�VRPH�RI�RXU�PHJD�FKXUFKHV�DQG�VRPH�
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RI�RXU�PRUH�RXWVSRNHQ�SDVWRUV²\RX�VHH�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�
IROORZLQJ��� WKDW� WKHVH�SHRSOH�OLYH�WKH�DEVROXWHV�RI� WKH�
*RVSHO�

%XW�ZLWK� WKH�PDMRULW\� RI� WKH� EODFN� FRPPXQLW\�� WKDW¶V�
QRW�VR��7KHUH¶V�D�KDUG�µOHIW¶�LQ�WKH�EODFN�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�
ZH�VHH�HYLGHQFH�RI� WKLV�ZLWK�%DUDFN�2EDPD¶V� IRUPHU�
SDVWRU²ZKLFK�PDGH�D�ORW�RI�QHZV�UHFHQWO\�� �+H¶V�QRW�
DORQH��7KHUH� DUH�PDQ\� EODFN� SUHDFKHUV�ZKR� LQWHUSUHW�
VFULSWXUH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�ZD\�3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD¶V�IRUPHU�
SDVWRU� LQWHUSUHWV�VFULSWXUH��DQG�� WKHUHIRUH��EHOLHYH�WKDW�
WKH�FKXUFK� LV�DQ� LQVWLWXWLRQ� IRU�VRFLDO� MXVWLFH²QRW� IRU�
PRUDO�FODULW\�

%XW��WKHQ��WKH�UHPDLQGHU�RI�EODFN�SDVWRUV�LV�LQ�EHWZHHQ��
7KH\�GRQ¶W�JLYH�WRR�PXFK�WKRXJKW�RXWVLGH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�
µSROLWLFDO¶�OHDGHUVKLS�WHOOV�WKHP�WR�WKLQN�DERXW���6R�WKH\�
PLJKW�FRPH�LQ�RQ�6XQGD\�PRUQLQJ�ZLWK�D�ZHOO�JLOOHG�
VHUPRQ²EXW� WKHUH¶V� QR� 0RQGD\� WKURXJK� 6DWXUGD\�
IROORZ�XS�WR�PDNH�VXUH�SHRSOH�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�\RX�DUH�
to live right.

$QG�,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKLV�VRXQGV�KDUVK���,�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�WXUQ�
D�ORW�RI�WKH�UHDGHUV�RII��EXW�WKHVH�GDWD�DUH�FOHDU���,W¶V�OLNH�
ZKDW�%LOO�&RVE\�VDLG���+H¶V�QRW�SXWWLQJ�RXU�EXVLQHVV�LQ�
WKH�VWUHHW��2XU�EXVLQHVV�JHWV�RXW�LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW�DW������
LQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��,W¶V�HYLGHQW�QRZ���,W¶V�QRW�RQO\�HYLGHQW�
E\�ZKHQ�ZH�ORRN�RXWVLGH�DQG�ZH�VHH�WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�DQG�
GHVSDLU��EXW�LW¶V�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��,�VSHQG�D�
lot of time reading the data.

FJM:� � 6RUW� RI� D� IROORZ�XS� TXHVWLRQ� WR� WKDW�� KDV� WKH�
'HPRFUDW�SDUW\�OHG�RXU�SHRSOH�DVWUD\"

MS. PARKER:� � :HOO�� ,� EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKH� 'HPRFUDW�
SDUW\�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�LQ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
PHDQV�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�JRW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�SURJUDPV���7KH\�DUH�
WKH�RQHV�ZKR�FRQYLQFHG�EODFN�SHRSOH�WKH\�GRQ¶W�KDYH�
WR�EH� LQGLYLGXDOO\� UHVSRQVLEOH�� WKDW� WKH\�DUH� D� VSHFLDO�
LQWHUHVW� JURXS�� DQG� WKDW� WKH\� VKRXOG� WKLQN� DV� D� JURXS�
GHVLULQJ� HQWLWOHPHQW�� VRFLDO� HQJLQHHULQJ� DQG� SROLWLFDO�
SURJUDPV��7KH\�DUH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�FRQYLQFHG�EODFNV�WKDW�
ZHOIDUH�� DI¿UPDWLYH� DFWLRQ�� JRYHUQPHQW�� HQJDJHPHQW��
HGXFDWLRQ��KRXVLQJ�DQG�HFRQRPLF�SROLF\�LV�D�JRRG�LGHD�

$QG�EODFNV�ZKR�ERXJKW�WKDW�IURP�WKH�'HPRFUDW�SDUW\�
�OLNH�D�VOHD]\�VDOHVPDQ�DW�D�XVHG�FDU�ORW�²EURXJKW�WKDW�
DQG�QRZ�ZH¶UH� OLYLQJ� WKH�HQG� UHVXOW�RI� LW�� IRUW\�\HDUV�
later, wondering how do we recover.  And the same 
'HPRFUDW�SDUW\� LV�QRZ�VD\LQJ��³'RQ¶W�ZRUU\�´� �:H¶OO�

KHOS�\RX�UHFRYHU�IURP�WKDW�PHVV�ZH¶YH�FUHDWHG�´��$QG�
I just wonder, sometimes how blacks continue as a 
JURXS� WR� NHHS� EX\LQJ� LQWR� WKLV� QRWLRQ�� �:H� DOO� NQRZ�
WKDW�VD\LQJ��³)RRO�PH�RQFH���VKDPH�RQ�\RX���)RRO�PH�
WZLFH��VKDPH�RQ�PH�´��$QG�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�EODFNV�FRQWLQXH�
WR� GR�� � ³0D\EH� ZH� FDQ� JHW� WKLV� URXQG� SHJ� LQ� WKDW�
VTXDUH���:H¶YH�JRW�WR�GR�LW�DJDLQ���0D\EH�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�
RI� LQVDQLW\� LV� QRW� WUXH�� �:H� FDQ�PDNH� WKLV�ZRUN�´� � ,W�
will never work.  And one of the reasons it will never 
ZRUN²LV�WKH�ZKROH�QRWLRQ�RI�UHGLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ZHDOWK��
ZKLFK� LV� LQFRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK� VFULSWXUH�� �7KHUH� DUH� VRPH�
LQWHUQDO� WUXWKV� WKDW� WKH� SROLWLFLDQV� FDQQRW� YRLG� RXW�
VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�SRZHU���2QH�WUXWK�LV��
\RX� VKRXOG�QRW� FRYHW��$QG�FRYHWRXVQHVV� LV� QRW�JRLQJ�
WR�SURGXFH�WKH�W\SH�RI�µSURVSHULW\¶�DQG�µSHDFH¶�WKDW�RQH�
PLJKW�WKLQN�WKH\�FDQ�PDNH�KDSSHQ�WKURXJK�UHGLVWULEXWLQJ�
ZHDOWK��5HGLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ZHDOWK�LV�UHDOO\�FRYHWRXVQHVV��
6RPHERG\�KDV�VRPHWKLQJ�VRPHERG\�HOVH�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH��
6R�ZH�KLUH�SROLWLFLDQV� WR�JR�DQG�WDNH�LW� IURP�RQH�DQG�
JLYH�LW�WR�WKH�RWKHU���7KHUH¶V�QR�FRQVLVWHQF\�RI�WKDW�IURP�
VFULSWXUH²VR�LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�ZRUN�

%XW�VHFRQGO\��RQH�RI�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�ZLWK�WKLV�QRWLRQ�DQG�
ZLWK�ZKDW� WKH�'HPRFUDWV� KDYH� GRQH� LV� WKH� UHPRYLQJ�
IURP�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�WKHLU�GLJQLW\�WR�H[FHO²LW�LQWHUMHFWV�
LQ� WKH�IRUPXOD�IRU� OLIH��D�PLGGOHPDQ�� �(DFK�RI�XV�KDV�
D� ORW�ZKHQ�ZH¶UH� ERUQ��:H� FDQQRW� FKDQJH� WKH� VHW� RI�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�ZHUH�ERUQ��WKDW¶V�RXU�ORW����
RXU� IDWH�� �<RX� FDQ¶W� FKDQJH� \RXU� HWKQLFLW\�� \RX� FDQ¶W�
FKDQJH�\RXU�ELUWK��\RX�FDQ¶W�FKDQJH�\RXU�ELUWK�SDUHQWV��
\RX�FDQ¶W�FKDQJH�\RXU�IDPLO\²EXW��\RXU�GHVWLQ\�LV�XS�
WR�\RX��:KDW�\RX�GR�ZLWK�WKRVH�VHW�RI�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LV�
where individual merit and attention has to be carried 
out.

$QG�ZKDW�WKH�SROLWLFLDQ�KDV�GRQH�±�ZKDW�WKH�SKLORVRSK\�
RI� WKH� µOHIW¶� KDV� GRQH� LV� WR� LQWHUMHFW� D� PLGGOHPDQ� LQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKLV�HTXDWLRQ�WR�VD\�WKDW�\RXU�IDWH�FDQ�EH�³PLFUR�
PDQDJHG´�� �$QG�ZH� FDQ²HYHQ� WKRXJK� WKLV� LV� ZKHUH�
WKH� VHW� RI� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� EDVHG� RQ� \RXU� HQYLURQPHQW�
DQG�\RXU�VLWXDWLRQ²FDQ�GHYHORS�RXW�µQHZ¶�UXOHV�WR�WKH�
JDPH���$QG�ZH�FDQ�GHWHUPLQH��OLNH�LW¶V�D�JXLQHD�SLJ¶V�
ODE��ZKDW�\RXU�GHVWLQ\�ZLOO�EH�� �:HOO�� WKLV� LV�QRW� WUXH��
DQG� WKDW¶V� WKH� UHDVRQ� WKDW� LW¶V�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�DQ\RQH�
WKDW�EX\V�WKDW�OLQH�

FJM:��/DVWO\��ZKHUH�VKRXOG�JRYHUQPHQW�DLGH�HQG�DQG�
SHUVRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�EHJLQ"

MS. PARKER:��7KH�PRPHQW�RI�FRQFHSWLRQ�
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FJM:��([SODLQ��SOHDVH�

MS. PARKER:� � :H� HDFK� KDYH� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RQFH�ZH�FRPH�LQWR�WKLV�ZRUOG��DQG�VRPH�
SXUSRVHV� IRU� WKH� ZKROH� ZRUOG� DUH� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW�
WKDQ� RXU� OLIH�� � 6R� DV� ZH� JURZ²ZH� GHYHORS� D�PRUDO�
IUDPHZRUN��$QG�ZKHQ�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�JUHDW�OHVVRQ�
RI�WKH�VFULSWXUHV��WKH�EHJLQQLQJ²LQ�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ��
WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�PDQ²WKH�OHVVRQ�LQ�WKH�JDUGHQ�ZDV�WKDW�
RI� ERXJKW� SURSHUW\� ULJKWV�� WKLV� LV� \RXUV�� WKLV� LV�PLQH��
RYHU�WKH�DSSOH���:HOO��ZH�HDFK�KDYH�RXU�OLIH��7KLV�RQH�
LV�\RXUV��WKLV�RQH�LV�PLQH���$QG�ZH�KDYH�WR�WDNH�FDUH�RI�
WKDW���$QG�JRYHUQPHQW�LQWHUMHFWLQJ�DQ\�FRQFHSW�LQWR�WKLV�
LV�JRLQJ�WR�GLVWRUW�WKDW�SLFWXUH���,W¶V�JRLQJ�WR�WHOO�SHRSOH�
WKDW�\RX�UHDOO\�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�\RXU�OLIH���,W¶V�
JRLQJ� WR� UHPRYH� IURP� D� SHUVRQ� D� FHUWDLQ� SRUWLRQ� RI�
SHUVRQDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\²DQG� WKDW� PHDQV� WKDW� SHUVRQ�
QRZ�LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DV�VXFFHVVIXO�DV�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�

7KLV� LV�ZK\� LW� LV� FULWLFDO� WKDW�ZH� UHFRYHU� IDPLO\� OLIH��
EHFDXVH� LW¶V� WKURXJK� IDPLO\� OLIH� WKDW� ZH� SDVV� RQ�
traditional norms and framework for how we are to 
OLYH��KRZ�WR�SURGXFH�DQG�WR�IHHO�DERXW�WKLQNLQJ�SHRSOH��
DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�PDWXUH�DGXOWV�� �7KLV�LV�ZK\�KXVEDQGV�
PDUULHG� WR� WKH�PRWKHU� RI� WKHLU� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� LPSRUWDQW�
WR� WKH� FKLOGUHQ¶V� OLYLQJ� VR� WKDW� WKH\� FDQ� WKHQ�GHYHORS�
RXW�LQWR�SURGXFWLYH�PDWXUH�DGXOWV²EHFDXVH�ZH�SDVV�RQ�
WKRVH�PHVVDJHV���:H�SDVV�RQ�PHVVDJHV�HYHQ�VXEOLPLQDOO\��
7KH�¿UVW�PHVVDJH�WKDW�D�NLG�OHDUQV�ZKHQ�WKH\¶UH�ERUQ�
RXWVLGH� RI� WKLV� VWUXFWXUH� �WKH� LGHDO� VWUXFWXUH�� LV� WKDW�
FRPPLWPHQW� LV� QRW� LPSRUWDQW�� :HOO�� LI� FRPPLWPHQW�
ZHUH� QRW� LPSRUWDQW� WR� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� IXQGDPHQWDO�
DV� IDPLO\� VWUXFWXUH²WKHQ� ZK\� ZRXOG� FRPPLWPHQW�

EHFRPH�LPSRUWDQW�ZKHQ� WKH\�JR� WR�NLQGHUJDUWHQ"� �2U�
ZK\�ZRXOG�FRPPLWPHQW�EHFRPH�LPSRUWDQW�ZKHQ�WKH\�
JHW�WR�EH����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�WKHLU�KRUPRQHV�DUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�
NLFN�LQ�DQG�WKH\¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�HLWKHU�EHFRPH�DJJUHVVLYH�
PHQ�RU�SURPLVFXRXV�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�
6R�WKH�SHUVRQDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�EHJLQV�
DW� FRQFHSWLRQ�� EHFDXVH� WKH� DGXOW� ZKR� KDV� FRQFHLYHG�
WKLV� LQ� WKDW�PDULWDO�XQLRQ� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH�QRZ� WR�PDNH�
VXUH� WKDW� WKH\� GR�ZKDW"� � (DW� ULJKW�� DQG� KDYH� D� JRRG�
ELUWK��7KHQ�RQFH�WKDW�FKLOG�LV�ERUQ��WKH�SDUHQW�VWLOO�KDV�
D�FRQWLQXLQJ� UHVSRQVLELOLW\²EXW� OHW¶V� IDFH� LW�� FKLOGUHQ�
EHJLQ�WR�DGDSW�EHKDYLRUDO�SDWWHUQV�IURP�WKH�PRPHQW�RI�
birth.

<RX� VKRXOG� OHDYH� WKHP� LQ� WKH� FULE� ZKHQ� WKH\� FU\� LQ�
WKH�PLGGOH�RI� WKH�QLJKW�VR�WKDW� WKH\�ZLOO� OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�
SURORQJ�WKHLU�VOHHS�EHIRUH�ZDNLQJ�\RX�DJDLQ�� �6R�\RX�
VWDUW�WR�ZHDQ�WKHP�YHU\�HDUO\�LQ�OLIH��<RX�EHJLQ�WKH�¿UVW�
FRQFHSWV� WKH\� QHHG� WR� OHDUQ�ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH� ERUQ� LQWR�
IDPLO\� OLIH��RQH�RI� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� � ³,� VDLG�QR�´� �7KH\�
OHDUQ� WKH�ZRUG�QR��6R� OLIH�DQG�SHUVRQDO� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
EHJLQ�LPPHGLDWHO\��%XW�ZKHQ�\RX�LQWHUMHFW�JRYHUQPHQW��
\RX�KDYH�UHPRYHG�IURP�PRPHQW�RQH�WKDW�UHVSRQVLELOLW\���
*RYHUQPHQW�KDV�WROG�SHRSOH��IRU�LQVWDQFH��DW�FRQFHSWLRQ��
HVSHFLDOO\�VLQJOH�ZRPHQ��³,�ZLOO�WDNH�FDUH�RI�\RX���<RX�
GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�\RX�HDW���,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�
:,&�VWLFNHUV���,�ZLOO�PDNH�VXUH�\RX�KDYH�WKLV�FHUHDO�DQG�
WKDW�FKHHVH�´��$QG�LV�LW�DQ\�ZRQGHU�WKDW�WKHVH�ZRPHQ�
QRZ�ZKHQ� WKHLU� FKLOG� LV� ERUQ� GRQ¶W� XQGHUVWDQG� EDVLF�
QXWULWLRQ�DQG�FRQFHSWV�RI�QXWULWLRQ��QRW�RQO\�NHHS�WKHLU�
NLGV�IURP�EHFRPLQJ�REHVH��EXW�WR�SDVV�WKHVH�FRQFHSWV�
RQ�WR�WKDW�FKLOG���6R�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�WKH�SUREOHP��QRW�WKH�
solution.  
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During his tenure he arranged the appointments of a 
number of Black postmasters across his district, with 
the assistance of the state’s Republican senator, Jeter 
C. Pritchard. 

,Q�KLV�ÀUVW�WHUP��:KLWH�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$JULFXO-
tural Committeeand in the 56th Congress (1899-1901) 
he served on the District of Columbia Committee. 
Many of his speeches condemned the brutal treatment 
UHFHLYHG�E\�%ODFNV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK��+H�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�ÀUVW�
anti-lynching bill in Congress. 

North Carolina Democrats’ successful campaign to dis-
enfranchise Blacks plus increasing anti-Negro feelings 
prompted White not to seek a third term in Congress. 
Being the only Black representative in Congress, White 
was an eloquent and vocal spokesman for his race. Dur-
LQJ�KLV�ÀQDO�VSHHFK�RQ�-DQ�����������EHIRUH�&RQJUHVV��
White stated, “This is perhaps the Negroes’ temporary 
farewell to the American Congress; but let me say, 
Phoenix-like he will rise up some day and come again. 
These parting words are in behalf of an outraged, heart-
broken, bruised and bleeding, but God-fearing people; 
faithful, industrious, loyal, rising people – full of po-
tential force.”

After his term, he and his family moved to Washing-
ton, D.C., where he practiced law until 1905. Moving 
to Philadelphia and continuing his law practice, he 
EHFDPH�LQYROYHG�LQ�EDQNLQJ��IRXQGLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�%ODFN�
managed bank in Philadelphia. He also established an 
all-Black community in Cape May County, N.J., called 
Whitesboro.

:KLWH�ZDV�PDUULHG� IRXU� WLPHV��+LV� ÀUVW�ZLIH�� )DQQLH�
Randolph White, died in 1880; his second wife, Nancy 
Scott White, died in 1882; and his third wife, Cora Lena 
Cherry White, died in 1905. His fourth wife, Ellen Avant 
Macdonald White, survived him, along with two of his 
four children, Mary (Mamie) White (1887-1974) and 
his only son, George H. White, Jr. (1893-1927). Two 
other daughters died before 1918: Della White Garrett 
(1880-1916) and Beatrice Odessa White (1891-1892).

George 

H e n r y 

White 
(Dec. 18, 1852 to 
Dec. 28, 1918), 
lawyer, legislator, 
spokesman and 
Republican con-
gressman from 
North Carolina 
between 1897 and 
1901. White was 
the last African 

American congressman of the Reconstruction era. 
Born in Rosindale, N.C., White attended private “old 
ÀHOGµ�VFKRROV�EHIRUH�HQWHULQJ�SXEOLF�VFKRROV�DIWHU� WKH�
Civil War. He was then educated at Whitin Normal 
School in Lumberton, N.C., before entering Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. in 1874. After graduat-
ing from Howard in 1877, he studied law privately and 
was admitted to the North Carolina bar in 1879, practic-
ing in New Bern, N.C. 

White taught school in New Bern and later became 
principal of the New Bern State Normal School, one of 
four training institutions for Black American teachers 
created by the Legislature in 1881.

White entered politics as a Republican in 1880. He 
was elected to a single term in the North Carolina State 
House of Representatives in 1880, and then to the North 
Carolina State Senate in 1884 from Craven County, 
N.C. In 1886, he was elected solicitor and prosecuting 
attorney for the Second Judicial District of North Caro-
lina, a post he held until 1894.

A delegate to the 1896 and 1900 Republican National 
Conventions, White was elected to the U.S. Congress in 
1896 (over incumbent Frederick A. Woodard) from the 
predominantly Black Second District, and re-elected in 
a three-way race in 1898. 
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Elected November 2008 as 
1RUWK�&DUROLQD·V�ÀUVW�%ODFN�IH-
male Republican to the State 
House District #110, 
Pearl Burris 

Floyd is the only 
daughter of Deacon James and 
Mrs. Ola Burris. She grew up 
in Dallas, N.C., with her four 
brothers to these hard-working 

parents. Pearl is proud to be the mother of one daughter, 
Jessica, who is a 2007 graduate of the University of 
1RUWK�&DUROLQD�DW�&KDSHO�+LOO��D� IRUPHU�&%6�DIÀOLDWH�
reporter and 2008 North Carolina Central University, 
Durham, N.C.,  law student. Pearl’s early education be-
gan in the Gaston County Pubic School System. She is 
an honor graduate of North Gaston Senior High School, 
Dallas, N.C., and a graduate of UNC at Chapel Hill 
with a degree in biology, graduate of UNC at Chapel 
Hill School of Medicine Cytology School and is an in-
ternationally registered cancer detection specialist. Her 
graduate education is continuing in health administra-
tion at Pfeiffer University, Charlotte, N.C. She is cur-
rently the anatomic pathology section chief at Rowan 
Regional Medical Center in Salisbury, N.C.

A proud Republican woman, Pearl made history in 
�����ZKHQ� VKH�EHFDPH� WKH�ÀUVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ� WR�
serve as a commissioner in Gaston County, N.C. She 
has served in numerous positions, including the vice 
chair of the Gaston County Commission, member of 
the Gaston County Republican Executive Committee, 
Gaston County Republican Women-Daytime Club and 
the State and National Republican Conventions. Pearl 
is a strong supporter of Second Amendment rights and 
LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5LÁH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�

Elected June 2008 to a four-
year term as the Republican na-
tional committeewoman from 
North Carolina, Dr. 

Ada Markita 

Fisher EHFDPH�WKH�ÀUVW�
Black woman to serve in her 
current position. Born in Dur-

ham, N.C., Dr. Fisher parents are the Rev. Dr. Miles 
Mark Fisher and his wife, Ada Virginia Foster Fisher. 
As the sixth child born to this distinguished minister 
and ecclesiastic theologian and his wife, a gifted lin-
guist in French and Latin, Fisher always knew that hers 
was a family that valued education and public service.

Dr. Fisher is a former member of the Rowan-Salisbury 
School Board in Salisbury, N.C. In addition, she has 
served on the boards of trustees of Barber-Scotia Col-
lege (in Concord, N.C.) and Preservation N.C.

Quote: The Republicans were not only the party of 
Abraham Lincoln, but the party which has always stood 
for free speech, individual rights and individual choice. 
It was the Republican Party, which pushed civil rights 
DQG�SDVVHG� WKH�ÀUVW� FLYLO� ULJKWV� OHJLVODWLRQ� LQ������DV�
well as pushed the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments 
to the Constitution, which effectively outlawed slav-
ery. This was also the party that was at the forefront of 
the women’s suffrage movement, which is in harmony 
with the establishment of the 1972 Title IX Legislation. 
Though most don’t recall it, Dwight Eisenhower fol-
lowed through on the integration of the Armed Forces.

His nomination for president was seconded by Dr. Hel-
en G. Edmonds, a Black professor at Durham’s North 
Carolina College. It was President Eisenhower, a Re-
publican, who appointed Earl Warren (a former Re-
publican governor of California) as chief justice of the 
United States Supreme Court. Warren wrote the unani-
mous opinion for the Court in 1954 that separate but 
equal is a myth, and schools and society should become 
integrated for all Americans.

by Timothy Johnson, PhD
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California Charters Among Best for Low-Income Kids
By Phillip J. Britt

Twelve of California’s 15 highest-performing schools serving primarily low-income children are 
charter schools, according to the 2008 Academic Performance Index (API), an annual state testing 
measurement.
� 2I�WKH����WRS�SHUIRUPLQJ�FKDUWHU�VFKRROV��ÀYH�DUH�LQ�2DNODQG��WKUHH�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�&RXQW\��WZR�
in Santa Clara County, and one each in San Bernardino and San Diego counties.
 “A lot of these schools are in some of the toughest areas of California,” said Gary Larson, 
VSRNHVPDQ�IRU�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�&KDUWHU�6FKRROV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��&&6$���´7KH�RQO\�WUDGLWLRQDO�SXEOLF�VFKRROV�
on the list were elementary schools. The [charter] middle and high schools traditionally outperform their 
>FRQYHQWLRQDO@�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�FRXQWHUSDUWV��&KDUWHU�VFKRROV�KDYH�D�ORZHU�GURSRXW�UDWH�µ
 Alan Bonsteel, president of California Parents for Educational Choice, said even though California 
FKDUWHU�VFKRROV�VHUYH�D�KLJKHU�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�ORZ�LQFRPH�VWXGHQWV�WKDQ�GR�RWKHU�SXEOLF�VFKRROV��´ZHҋUH�
MXVW�OHDYLQJ�>WKRVH@�SXEOLF�VFKRROV�LQ�WKH�GXVW�µ
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Best Practices

7KH� WZR� WRS�SHUIRUPLQJ� VFKRROV� ZHUH�2DNODQGҋV�
$PHULFDQ� ,QGLDQ� 3XEOLF� &KDUWHU� 6FKRRO� DQG�
$PHULFDQ� ,QGLDQ� 3XEOLF� +LJK� 6FKRRO�� DOVR� D�
FKDUWHU��$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�3XEOLF�&KDUWHU�6FKRRO�,,�
UDQNHG�ÀIWK�RQ�WKH�UHSRUW�
 “Our model of success at American 
Indian is simple,” said founder Ben Chavis, who 
DWWULEXWHV�WKH�VFKRROҋV�VXFFHVV�WR�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
fundamental reading and math instruction. “Our 
NLGV�GR�D�PLQLPXP�RI�DQ�KRXU�DQG�D�KDOI�RI�PDWK�
and language arts every day, along with two hours 
RI�KRPHZRUN��:H�KDYH�KLJK�H[SHFWDWLRQV�IRU�RXU�
students and provide them with the structure and 
DFFRXQWDELOLW\�WKH\�QHHG�WR�VXFFHHG�µ

Disadvantages Overcome

7KH� WRS� SXEOLF� VFKRROV� DW� HDFK� JUDGH� OHYHO� IRU�
children in poverty were all charter schools, 
DFFRUGLQJ� WR� &&6$�� WKH� PHPEHUVKLS� DQG�
professional organization serving California’s 
PRUH�WKDQ� ���� FKDUWHU� SXEOLF� VFKRROV�� 7RJHWKHU��
charters serve more than 250,000 students 
statewide.

“These results show that charter schools are 
opening doors of opportunity for California’s 

most under-served students and [are] effectively 
advancing them on the path to academic success,” 
said CCSA Interim CEO Peter Thorp. “These 
H[HPSODU\�FKDUWHU�VFKRROV�VKRXOG�EH�VWXGLHG�DQG�
WKHLU�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�UHSOLFDWHG�LQ�WKH�EURDGHU�SXEOLF�
school system so that more under-served children 
FDQ�EHQHÀW�µ
� ´7KLV� UHSRUW� VKRXOG� FRQÀUP� MXVW� KRZ� ZHOO�
FKDUWHU�VFKRROV�DUH�GRLQJ�DFDGHPLFDOO\�ZLWK�NLGV�
from low-income families,” Larson added.

Faster Implementation

´&KDUWHU�VFKRROV�DUH�IXQGHG�DW�DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�
WKH�OHYHO�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�SXEOLF�VFKRROV��EXW�DUH�VWLOO�
HDVLO\�RXWSHUIRUPLQJ�WKHP�µ�%RQVWHHO�VDLG��8QOLNH�
RWKHU� SXEOLF� VFKRROV�� FKDUWHUV� DUH� DFFRXQWDEOH�
to parents and are more free to choose teachers 
without union red tape, he noted. That helps 
account for their greater success in raising 
academic achievement.
 “They have a great deal of freedom in 
choosing their teachers,” Bonsteel said. “A lot of 
studies show that the most important thing in the 
success of a student is the quality of the teacher.”

Phillip J. Britt (spenterprises@woway.com) writes 
from Illinois. Originally published by Heartland 
Institute 3/1/09
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'U��0DUF\�=ZHOOLQJ�KDV�EXLOW�KHU�PHGLFDO�SUDFWLFH�DURXQG�ZKDW�
VKH�YLHZV�DV�D�VDFUHG�UHODWLRQVKLS��WKDW�RI�SDWLHQW�DQG�SK\VLFLDQ�
� =ZHOOLQJ�UXQV�D�QHZ�VW\OH�RI�PHGLFDO�SUDFWLFH�NQRZQ�DV�
D�³FRQFLHUJH´�SUDFWLFH��6KH�EHJDQ�LW�LQ�-XO\������DIWHU�GHFLGLQJ�
WR�³VSHDN�RXW�DJDLQVW�WKH�EURNHQ�KHDOWK�FDUH�V\VWHP�´

Focus on the Relationship

&RQFLHUJH�PHGLFLQH�LV�IDLUO\�QHZ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*UHJ�6FDQGOHQ��
GLUHFWRU�RI�&RQVXPHUV�IRU�+HDOWK�&DUH�&KRLFHV�DW�7KH�+HDUWODQG�
,QVWLWXWH��³,W�KDV�RQO\�EHHQ�DURXQG� IRU� VL[� WR�HLJKW�\HDUV�´�KH�
VDLG�� ³,W� VWDUWHG� LQ� 6HDWWOH��:DVKLQJWRQ�ZLWK� VSRUWV�PHGLFLQH�
GRFWRUV�SURYLGLQJ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�VHUYLFH�WR�SURIHVVLRQDO�DWKOHWHV�
ZLWK�VSRUWV�UHODWHG�LQMXULHV�´
� 1RZ��6FDQGOHQ�VDLG��³PRVW�FRQFLHUJH�SK\VLFLDQV�DUH�LQ�
WKH�SULPDU\�FDUH�¿HOG�´
� =ZHOOLQJ�IDYRUV�WKH�FRQFLHUJH�DSSURDFK�EHFDXVH�RI�LWV�
IRFXV�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SDWLHQW�DQG�SK\VLFLDQ��³7KH�
SDWLHQW�QHHGV�WR�EH�DW�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�´�VKH�
said.
³7KH�TXDOLW\�RI�KHDOWK�FDUH�VXIIHUV�LQ�D�V\VWHP�WKDW�WUDQVIRUPV�
SDWLHQWV�LQWR�QXPEHUV�DQG�WKH�GRFWRU¶V�RI¿FH�LQWR�D�SURGXFWLRQ�
OLQH�ZKHUH�+02V�DQG�0HGLFDUH�PDNH�DOO�WKH�UXOHV�´�=ZHOOLQJ�
said.

$�%HQH¿W�IRU�&RQVXPHUV

³&XUUHQWO\�� LI� \RX�JR� WR� VHH� D�GRFWRU�� \RX�DUH�SDUW� RI� D�KXJH�
FDVHORDG�RI�������WR�������SDWLHQWV�´�VDLG�6FDQGOHQ��³'RFWRUV�
DUH�VSHQGLQJ�VL[�WR�VHYHQ�PLQXWHV�ZLWK�D�SDWLHQW��7KDW�LV�VLPSO\�
QRW�HQRXJK�WLPH��LQ�P\�RSLQLRQ��7KH\�ORRN�DW�WKH�SUREOHP�DQG�
ZULWH�D�SUHVFULSWLRQ��RU�WHOO�\RX�ZKDW�WR�GR�
� ³$V� D� UHVXOW�� SDWLHQWV� IHHO� OLNH� WKH\� DUH� EHLQJ�
VKRUWFKDQJHG�´�6FDQGOHQ�VDLG�

� 'RFWRUV�LQ�FRQFLHUJH�PHGLFLQH�SUDFWLFHV�FDQ�FXW�WKHLU�
FDVHORDGV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�KXQGUHGV��3DWLHQWV�SD\�DQ�DQQXDO�UHWDLQHU��
LQ�PRQWKO\� LQFUHPHQWV�RI����� WR������� IRU����KRXU�DFFHVV� WR�
WKHLU�SK\VLFLDQ��:LWK�WKH�VPDOOHU�FDVHORDGV��GRFWRUV�NQRZ�WKHLU�
SDWLHQWV�H[WUHPHO\�ZHOO�DQG�DUH�DEOH�WR�DFW�DV�LQWHUPHGLDULHV�IRU�
WKHLU�SDWLHQWV�LQ�FDVH�RI�DQ\�KRVSLWDO�YLVLWV��6FDQGOHQ�H[SODLQHG�
� ³7KLV�´� 6FDQGOHQ� VDLG�� ³LV� WKH� FRQVXPHU� EHQH¿W� RI�
FRQFLHUJH�PHGLFLQH��<RX� QHHG� VRPHRQH� WR� EH� \RXU� DJHQW�� WR�
KDYH�DQ�DGYRFDWH��DQG�ZLWK�FRQFLHUJH�GRFWRUV��WKH\�DUH�DEOH�WR�
SURYLGH�WKDW�´

$�0DWWHU�RI�&KRLFH

³7KLV�PRGHO�RI�PHGLFLQH�ZLOO�VDYH�KHDOWK�FDUH�´�VDLG�=ZHOOLQJ��
QRW�RQO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FRVW�VDYLQJV�EXW�DOVR�WKDQNV�WR�³WKH�FRUH�
WHQHWV�RI�FRQFLHUJH�PHGLFLQH�� WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�SURIHVVLRQDOLVP��
WKH� SDWLHQW�SK\VLFLDQ� UHODWLRQVKLS�� DQG� WKH� DVVXUDQFH� WKDW� DOO�
PHGLFDO�GHFLVLRQV�DUH�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�WKH�SDWLHQW�DQG�SK\VLFLDQ�´
 The distinction between concierge medicine and 
LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG� PHGLFLQH�� WKH� FXUUHQW� GRFWRU�LQVXUHU�SDWLHQW�
V\VWHP��=ZHOOLQJ�VDLG��LV�FKRLFH�
� ³&KRLFH� GRHVQ¶W� ZRUN� LQ� LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG� PHGLFLQH��
EHFDXVH�SDWLHQWV�DUH�ERXQG�WR�FHUWDLQ�KRVSLWDOV�E\�WKHLU�LQVXUDQFH�
FRPSDQ\� RU� E\� WKHLU� QHHG� IRU� FHUWDLQ� PHGLFDO� HTXLSPHQW�´�
=ZHOOLQJ�VDLG�
� ³3HRSOH� FKRRVH� ZKLFK� KDLUGUHVVHU� WKH\� JR� WR�´� VDLG�
=ZHOOLQJ��,Q�PHGLFLQH��VKH�FRQWLQXHG��LW¶V�HYHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�
³WR�KDYH�WKRVH�FKRLFHV�VR�WKH�SDWLHQW�IHHOV�OLNH�WKHLU�OLIH�LV�>DW@�
WKHLU�RZQ�GLVFUHWLRQ�´

Elisha Maldonado (elishamaldonado@gmail.com) writes from 
California. Originally published by Heartland Institute 3/1/09

Concierge Medicine Movement 
Enhances Consumer Choice
by Elisha Maldonado
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7KH� IHGHUDO�HFRQRPLF�VWLPXOXV�ELOO� VWDUWHG�ZLWK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
³WLPHO\�� WDUJHWHG�� DQG� WHPSRUDU\´� VSHQGLQJ� RQ� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�
SURMHFWV�� SOXV� VL]DEOH� WD[� FXWV�� EXW� HQGHG� DV� D� ����� ELOOLRQ� ELOO�
HPSKDVL]LQJ�VRFLDO�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�VSHQGLQJ�DQG�OHVV�WD[�UHOLHI�
WKDQ�RULJLQDOO\�SURSRVHG�
� 7KH�$PHULFDQ�5HFRYHU\�DQG�5HLQYHVWPHQW�$FW�RI������
SDVVHG� ZLWK� VXSSRUW� IURP� RQO\� WKUHH� 5HSXEOLFDQ� 6HQDWRUV� DQG�
QR�5HSXEOLFDQ�+RXVH�PHPEHUV��6XSSRUWHUV�FDOOHG�LW�D�TXLFN�MRE�
FUHDWRU�DQG�HFRQRP\�VWLPXODWRU�EHIRUH�WKH�)HEUXDU\����¿QDO�YRWH��
EXW�MXVW�WZR�GD\V�ODWHU�HYHQ�2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�
SOD\LQJ�GRZQ�LWV�SUREDEOH�HIIHFWV�
� ³7KH�SODQ�ZH�SDVVHG�WRQLJKW�ZLOO�VWUHQJWKHQ�RXU�HFRQRP\�
E\� FUHDWLQJ�PLOOLRQV� RI� JRRG�SD\LQJ� MREV� KHUH� DW� KRPH�� GHOLYHU�
WD[� UHOLHI� IRU� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� ZRUNHUV�� DQG� LQYHVW� LQ� $PHULFD¶V�
IXWXUH�E\�¿[LQJ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV¶� URDGV�DQG�EULGJHV�� LPSURYLQJ�
RXU� FKLOGUHQ¶V� HGXFDWLRQ�� DQG�PDNLQJ� RXU� FRXQWU\�PRUH� HQHUJ\�
LQGHSHQGHQW�´� 6HQDWH� 0DMRULW\� /HDGHU� +DUU\� 5HLG� �'�1HYDGD��
VDLG�LQ�D�VWDWHPHQW�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�WKH�YRWH�

Republicans Wanted Business Help

5HSXEOLFDQ�ODZPDNHUV�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�WRRN�D�GLIIHUHQW�YLHZ�
� ³<RX�FDQQRW�ERUURZ�DQG�VSHQG�RXU�ZD\�LQWR�SURVSHULW\�´�
5HS�� -HE� +HQVDUOLQJ� �5�7;�� WROG� UHSRUWHUV�� ³7KH� 5HSXEOLFDQV�
ZDQW�WR�VWLPXODWH�WKH�HFRQRP\�E\�KHOSLQJ�VPDOO�EXVLQHVVHV��7KH�
'HPRFUDWV�ZDQW�WR�VWLPXODWH�ELJ�JRYHUQPHQW�´

3UHVLGHQW�%DUDFN�2EDPD�VLJQHG�WKH�ELOO�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�ZHHN�DIWHU�LWV�
SDVVDJH�
� 2Q�)R[�1HZV�6XQGD\�MXVW�WZR�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�YRWH��2EDPD�
VHQLRU� DGYLVRU�'DYLG�$[HOURG� VDLG� ³LW¶V� JRLQJ� WR� WDNH� WLPH´� IRU�
WKH�HFRQRP\�WR�LPSURYH��SUREDEO\�QRW�XQWLO�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�
\HDU��³7KH�SUHVLGHQW�KDV�VDLG�>WKH�HFRQRP\@�LV�OLNHO\�WR�JHW�ZRUVH�
EHIRUH�LW�JHWV�EHWWHU�´�KH�QRWHG�

Analysts Doubt It Will Help

7DG�'H+DYHQ��D�EXGJHW�DQDO\VW�DW�WKH�&DWR�,QVWLWXWH��VDLG�KH�GRXEWV�
WKH�VWLPXOXV�ZLOO�FUHDWH�ODVWLQJ�LPSURYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�HFRQRP\�

� ³,I� IHGHUDO� VSHQGLQJ� LV� D� VWLPXOXV�� ZK\� DUH� ZH� LQ�
UHFHVVLRQ"´�'H+DYHQ�VDLG��³:H�VDZ�WKH�¿UVW����WULOOLRQ�EXGJHW�
XQGHU�*HRUJH�%XVK��WKH�¿UVW����WULOOLRQ�EXGJHW�XQGHU�%XVK��DQG�
ZH¶UH�QRZ�KHDGHG�WR����WULOOLRQ�´
� 'DYLG� :LOOLDPV�� YLFH� SUHVLGHQW� RI� &LWL]HQV� $JDLQVW�
*RYHUQPHQW�:DVWH��VDLG�WKH�VWLPXOXV�³UHSUHVHQWV�D�ORW�RI�ZKDW�
ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�ODVW�HLJKW�\HDUV��2EDPD�DQG�WKH�'HPRFUDWV�DUH�
VD\LQJ� WKH\�DUH�EULQJLQJ�FKDQJH��EXW� WKH\¶UH�QRW��5HSXEOLFDQV�
VSHQW�WKH�KHFN�RXW�RI�WKH�EXGJHW��DQG�ZH�KDYH�D�����WULOOLRQ�GHEW�
EHFDXVH�RI�LW��DQG�WKH�'HPRFUDWV�DUH�GRLQJ�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�
� ³$� FRXSOH� RI� \HDUV� DJR� WKH� GH¿FLW� ZDV� ����� ELOOLRQ��
DQG�SHRSOH�ZHUH�ULJKWO\�LQ�VKRFN��7KRVH�DUH�WKH�JRRG�ROG�GD\V�´�
:LOOLDPV�VDLG��³1RZ�ZH¶UH�ORRNLQJ�DW�D����WULOOLRQ�GH¿FLW��:H¶UH�
SLQLQJ�IRU�WKH�GD\V�RI�RQO\������ELOOLRQ�LQ�GH¿FLWV�´

(FRQRPLVW��3UREOHP�:DV�6SHQGLQJ

(FRQRPLVW� 0DUN� 7KRUQWRQ� RI� WKH� 0LVHV� ,QVWLWXWH� VDLG� WKH�
VWLPXOXV� SDFNDJH� ³LV� DFWXDOO\� JRLQJ� WR� IXUWKHU� GLVUXSW� WKH�
FRUUHFWLRQ�SURFHVV� WKDW�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�WRR�ORQJ�DQG�SDLQIXO��
,W� LQYROYHV�PRUH� VSHQGLQJ��7KH� SUREOHP� WKDW� JRW� XV� LQWR� WKLV�
PHVV�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�LV�H[FHVV�VSHQGLQJ�DQG�H[FHVV�ERUURZLQJ��
ODUJHO\�E\�JRYHUQPHQW�EXW�DOVR�SULYDWH�ERUURZLQJ�DQG�VSHQGLQJ�
LQGXFHG�E\�WKH�>)HGHUDO�5HVHUYH¶V@�SROLF\�RI�ORZ�LQWHUHVW�UDWHV�
� ³6SHQGLQJ�PRUH�DQG�JRLQJ�PRUH�LQWR�GHEW�DQG�EDLORXWV�
RI�IDLOLQJ�HQWHUSULVHV�LV�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW�ZH�QHHG�´�7KRUQWRQ�
VDLG��³,�DQWLFLSDWH�QRWKLQJ�JRRG�WR�FRPH�IURP�WKLV�´�
 Thornton said economic stimulus and direct bailouts of 
¿QDQFLDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�³LQ�HIIHFW�SURWHFWLRQLVP��7UDGLWLRQDOO\�
ZH� KDYH� YLHZHG� SURWHFWLRQLVP� DV� WDULIIV�� TXRWDV�� WUDGH�
UHVWULFWLRQV��VXEVLGLHV�WR�H[SRUW�LQGXVWULHV��WKRVH�VRUWV�RI�WKLQJV��
6XEVLGLHV�� JRYHUQPHQW� LQYHVWPHQW� LQ� ¿UPV�� KDQGLQJ� RXW� FDVK�
DUH� MXVW� GLIIHUHQW� IRUPV� RI� SURWHFWLRQLVP��7KH�ZKROH� WKLQJ� LV�
HVVHQWLDOO\�SURWHFWLRQLVP�´

Steve Stanek (sstanek@heartland.org) is a research fellow at 
The Heartland Institute and managing editor of Budget & Tax 
News.

Costly Stimulus Bill Unlikely 
to Work, Analysts Say
By Steve Stanek
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Editorials

Black Leaders’ Gospel of 
Dependence
%\�6WDU�3DUNHU

7KH� 1DWLRQDO� 8UEDQ�
League has just issued 
its annual State of 
%ODFN� $PHULFD� UHSRUW��
,W� SURYLGHV� D� WURXEOLQJ�
VWDWLVWLFDO� VQDSVKRW� RI�
where blacks stand 
WRGD\�LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\�
� /LNH� 0DUF�
0RULDO�� SUHVLGHQW� RI�
WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 8UEDQ�
/HDJXH��,¶P�FRQFHUQHG��
But after concern, we 
SDUW�FRPSDQ\��:H�KDYH�
YHU\� GLIIHUHQW� LGHDV� RI�

what it is we should be concerned about.
� 0RULDO��,�DP�VXUH��VHHV�KLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DV�SDUW�
of the solution. From what I see, it is a well-funded 
V\PSWRP�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�
� 6KRXOGQ¶W� LW� HPEDUUDVV� EODFN� $PHULFDQV� WKDW�
RQH�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�SUHVWLJLRXV�FLYLO�ULJKWV�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RIIHUV�D�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�SURSRVDOV�WR�LPSURYH�
EODFN�OLIH�LQ�RXU�FRXQWU\��DQG�HYHU\�VLQJOH�SURSRVDO�LV�D�
JRYHUQPHQW�SURJUDP"
 Government-funded jobs as the answer to 
XQHPSOR\PHQW�� PRUH� JRYHUQPHQW� PRQH\� LQ� SXEOLF�
schools, government health care, government business 
ORDQV�� JRYHUQPHQW� PRQH\� IRU� UHWLUHPHQW� DFFRXQWV��
JRYHUQPHQW� SURJUDPV� IRU� FRXQVHOLQJ� KRPHEX\HUV��
JRYHUQPHQW� ZRUNHU�WUDLQLQJ� SURJUDPV�� JRYHUQPHQW�
PRQH\�IRU�EXLOGLQJ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��DQG�RQ�DQG�RQ�
� 7KHUH¶V�QRW�D�VLQJOH�SURSRVDO�WKDW�,�FRXOG�¿QG�LQ�
D� VHYHUDO�KXQGUHG�SDJH� UHSRUW� DERXW� LPSURYLQJ� EODFN�
life that does not start with government. The civil rights 
movement once was about freedom and liberation. 
1RZ�LW¶V�DERXW�JRYHUQPHQW�GHSHQGHQF\��:H�VKRXOG�EH�
ashamed.
� 7KH�UHSRUW�LV�FUDIWHG�WR�GLVDEXVH�DQ\�QRWLRQ�WKDW�
VLQFH�ZH�QRZ�KDYH�D�EODFN�SUHVLGHQW��RXU�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
ZRHV� DUH� ³UHOLFV� RI� WKH� SDVW�´� 7KH� SURRI�� %ODFNV� DUH�
³WZLFH� DV� OLNHO\� DV� ZKLWHV� WR� EH� XQHPSOR\HG�� WKUHH�

WLPHV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�OLYH�LQ�SRYHUW\�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ�VL[�
WLPHV�DV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�´
� %XW�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�VWDWLVWLFV�UHSRUWHG��PHWKRGLFDOO\�
LJQRUHG�LV�WKDW�EODFNV�DUH�OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ����SHUFHQW�RI�
WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��\HW�ZH�DFFRXQW� IRU����SHUFHQW�RI�QHZ�
$,'6� FDVHV�� DOPRVW� ��� SHUFHQW� RI� DERUWLRQV�� DQG� ���
SHUFHQW�RI�EODFN�EDELHV�DUH�ERUQ�WR�XQZHG�PRWKHUV�DQG�
JURZ�XS�LQ�VLQJOH�SDUHQW�KRPHV�
� 3OHDVH��KROG�WKH�KDWH�PDLO�WHOOLQJ�PH�WKDW�,�RQO\�
ZDQW� WR� VKRZ� WKH� XJO\� VLGH� RI� EODFN�$PHULFD�� 1R�� ,�
want to show the side of black America for which we 
RXUVHOYHV� DUH� UHVSRQVLEOH� DQG� ZKLFK� UHDOO\� SRLQW� WR�
ZKHUH�RXU�SUREOHPV�OLH�
� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�8UEDQ�/HDJXH�UHSRUW� WDONV�DERXW�
EODFN�SRYHUW\��EXW� LW�GRHV�QRW�ERWKHU� WR�SRLQW�RXW� WKDW�
KDQG� LQ� KDQG� ZLWK� SRYHUW\� DUH� VLQJOH�SDUHQW� KRPHV��
7KDW�EODFN�KRXVHKROGV�ZLWK�WZR�PDUULHG�SDUHQWV�DUH�QRW�
OLYLQJ�LQ�SRYHUW\��DQG�WKHLU�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPHV�DUH�RQ�
SDU�ZLWK�WKRVH�RI�ZKLWH�KRXVHKROGV�
� %UHDNGRZQ�LQ�IDPLO\�DQG�YDOXHV�LV�DW�WKH�URRW�RI�
SRRU�HGXFDWLRQ��XQHPSOR\PHQW�DQG�FULPH�DV�ZHOO�
 Blacks have the highest church attendance in 
WKH�FRXQWU\��,I�ZH�SDLG�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�*RVSHO�KHDUG�RQ�
6XQGD\��ZH�ZRXOGQ¶W�WKLQN�WKDW�H[WRUWLQJ�ZHOIDUH�IURP�
WD[SD\HUV�ZDV�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�RXU�SUREOHPV�WKH�RWKHU�VL[�
GD\V�RI�WKH�ZHHN�
� 5HJDUGLQJ�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��\RX�KDYH�WR�ZRQGHU�
ZKDW�LW�ZLOO�WDNH�WR�JHW�RII�WKLV�FRQYHQLHQW�H[FXVH��)RUW\�
million white Americans voted for Barack Obama for 
SUHVLGHQW��7KDW�LV���PLOOLRQ�PRUH�ZKLWH�$PHULFDQV�WKDQ�
YRWHG�IRU�-RKQ�.HUU\�LQ������
 As the civil rights movement transformed into a 
JRYHUQPHQW�GHSHQGHQF\�PRYHPHQW��WKH�RULJLQDO�IRFXV�
on law and the U.S. Constitution as the vehicles to 
SURWHFW�DOO�FLWL]HQV�KDV�EHHQ�ORVW�
� 0\� IULHQG� 3DVWRU� :DOWHU� +R\H� VLWV� LQ� MDLO� LQ�
2DNODQG��&DOLI���IRU�YLRODWLQJ�D�FOHDUO\�XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO�
FLW\�RUGLQDQFH�SURKLELWLQJ�KLP�IURP�SHDFHIXOO\�VWDQGLQJ�
in front of an abortion clinic offering life literature to 
WKH�PRVWO\�EODFN�FOLHQWHOH�
� $�EODFN�SDVWRU¶V�FLYLO�ULJKWV�KDYH�EHHQ�YLRODWHG�
DV� KH� WULHG� WR� VDYH� EODFN� EDELHV�� ,W� KDSSHQHG� LQ� WKH�
GLVWULFW�RI�5HS��%DUEDUD�/HH��FKDLU�RI�WKH�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�
%ODFN�&DXFXV��<HW�� VKH� FRXOG� FDUH� OHVV� DQG� KDV� GRQH�
QRWKLQJ��7KH�1DWLRQDO�8UEDQ�/HDJXH� FRXOG� FDUH� OHVV��
7KH�1$$&3�FRXOG�FDUH�OHVV�
� :KDW¶V� ZURQJ� LQ� EODFN� $PHULFD"� <RX� ZRQ¶W�
¿QG�WKH�DQVZHU�LQ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�8UEDQ�/HDJXH¶V�UHSRUW�
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Editorials

With America at a 
Crossroads, Duty Falls to 
the Defending Fathers
%\�+HUPDQ�&DLQ

In memory of my dad, 
Luther Cain, Jr. (March 
16, 1925 – March 29, 
1982)

/LIH�� OLEHUW\� DQG� WKH�
SXUVXLW� RI� KDSSLQHVV�
are the ideals to which 
our Founding Fathers 
PXWXDOO\� SOHGJHG� WKHLU�
lives, their fortunes and 

their sacred honor. Thus, the United States of America 
was conceived and born.
� ,W�ZDV�QRW�DQ�HDV\�ELUWK�ZLWK�WKH�5HYROXWLRQDU\�
:DU� DQG� WKHQ� WKH� &LYLO� :DU�� $QG� LW� KDV� QRW� KDG� D�
FRQÀLFW�IUHH� VRFLDO� KLVWRU\� ZLWK� VODYHU\�� VHJUHJDWLRQ�
DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��%XW�$PHULFD¶V�DELOLW\�
WR� FKDQJH�� DORQJ�ZLWK� LWV� UHVLOLHQF\��KDV� DOORZHG� LW� WR�
SURVSHU�� $QG� PDQ\� RI� LWV� FLWL]HQV�� OLNH� P\� GDG�� WKH�
grandson of slaves, have been able to achieve their 
American dreams. 
� 7KLV�QDWLRQ�LV�DW�D�FULWLFDO�FURVVURDG�LQ�LWV�KLVWRU\�
with new and different challenges to those founding 
LGHDOV� ±� DQ� HFRQRPLF� UHFHVVLRQ�� FUHHSLQJ� VRFLDOLVP��
KHLJKWHQHG�FODVV�ZDUIDUH�DQG�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\� WKUHDWV�
at home and abroad.
 This has not come about overnight, but over 
decades of excessive legislation, regulation and 
WD[DWLRQ��:H�DUH�QRZ�WKUHDWHQHG�QRW�E\�D�VLQJOH�DEXVLYH�
IRUHLJQ�SRZHU��EXW�E\�DQ�DEXVLYH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW��
which would cause the founding fathers to roll over in 
their graves.
� 7KH� 'HFODUDWLRQ� RI� ,QGHSHQGHQFH� E\� RXU�
)RXQGLQJ�)DWKHUV�DOVR�VD\V�
³������WKDW�ZKHQHYHU�DQ\�)RUP�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�EHFRPHV�
GHVWUXFWLYH�RI�WKHVH�(QGV��LW�LV�WKH�ULJKW�RI�WKH�3HRSOH�WR�
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government 
�����´

:H� PD\� QRW� QHHG� WR� LQVWLWXWH� D� ZKROH� QHZ� IRUP� RI�
JRYHUQPHQW��EXW�VRPH�WKLQJV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��QHHG�

WR� EH� DEROLVKHG�� DQG� ZH� QHHG� WR� GUDVWLFDOO\� DOWHU� WKH�
FDUHHU�SDWK�RI�PDQ\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�HOHFWHG�WR�
govern.
� :KHUH�DUH�WKH�GHIHQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�ZKR�ZLOO�PDNH�
WKHVH�FKDQJHV"
 Congress has shown for decades that its main 
FRQFHUQ� LV� JHWWLQJ� UH�HOHFWHG�� VHQGLQJ� SRUN� VSHQGLQJ�
KRPH� DQG� GHOD\LQJ� UHDO� VROXWLRQV� WR� ELJ� SUREOHPV��
7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�H[FHSWLRQV��EXW�ZD\�WRR�IHZ�
� :KHQ� QHZ� JRYHUQPHQW� SURJUDPV� DUH�
FRQVLVWHQWO\� DGGHG� WR� WKH� IHGHUDO� EXGJHW�� ZKLOH� ROG�
G\VIXQFWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�DUH�QHYHU�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRGL¿HG�
RU�¿[HG��WKH�SHRSOH�UXQQLQJ�RXU�JRYHUQPHQW�DUH�FOHDUO\�
not the defending fathers.
� :KHQ� ODZV� DUH� SURSRVHG� ZLWK� WKH� GLVWLQFW�
SXUSRVH�RI� OLPLWLQJ�DQG�FRQWUROOLQJ� IUHH�VSHHFK��RU� WR�
eliminate the use of secret ballots in union elections in 
WKH�ZRUNSODFH�� WKH� FXUUHQW� ODZPDNHUV� DUH� FOHDUO\� QRW�
the defending fathers.
:KHQ� D� SRSXODU� QHZ� SUHVLGHQW� ZRQ� WKH� SUHVLGHQF\�
RQ�SURPLVHV�RI�KRSH��FKDQJH�DQG�D�QHZ�ZD\�RI�GRLQJ�
EXVLQHVV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���EXW�WKH�¿UVW�����GD\V�RI�
WKH�QHZ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZLWK� DQ� LQFUHDVHG�PDMRULW\�RI�
KLV�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�LQ�&RQJUHVV�KDV�VKRZQ�QRWKLQJ�EXW�
EXVLQHVV�DV�XVXDO��WKH\�DUH�QRW�WKH�GHIHQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�
� 7KH�GHIHQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�DUH�QRW�WKH�SUHVLGHQW��WKH�
'HPRFUDWV� LQ� &RQJUHVV��.�6WUHHW� OREE\LVWV�� WKH� ODERU�
XQLRQV��WKH�:DOO�6WUHHW�&(2V��WKH�FDUHHU�IHGHUDO�DJHQF\�
EXUHDXFUDWV� DQG�� PRVW� FHUWDLQO\�� QRW� WKH� PDLQVWUHDP�
media.
� 7KH�GHIHQGLQJ�IDWKHUV�DUH�WKH�ZRUNHUV�RQ�0DLQ�
6WUHHW�� VWRFN� KROGHUV� LQ� SXEOLFO\� WUDGHG� FRPSDQLHV��
business owners and risk-takers who invest their own 
PRQH\�WR�FUHDWH�MREV��QHZ�SURGXFWV�DQG�VHUYLFHV��7KH\�
DUH�WKH�OLIH�EORRG�RI�D�WKULYLQJ�HFRQRP\�DQG�QDWLRQ�
  The defending fathers are no longer silent. 
7KH\� DUH� RUJDQL]LQJ��PRELOL]LQJ� DQG� YRFDOL]LQJ� WKHLU�
IUXVWUDWLRQV�DQG�GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��7KH\�
DUH� FLWL]HQV� EHFRPLQJ� DFWLYH� LQ� PDQ\� RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�SXEOLF�UDOOLHV��SHWLWLRQV�DQG�VWDUWLQJ�WR�
SXPPHO�&RQJUHVV�ZLWK�SKRQH�FDOOV��H�PDLOV��ID[HV��SRVW�
FDUGV�DQG�RI¿FH�YLVLWV�RQ�NH\�LVVXHV�RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV�
 The defending fathers are getting louder and 
ORXGHU��7KH�QHZ�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�&RQJUHVV�DUH�QRW�OLVWHQLQJ�
\HW��EXW�WKH\�ZLOO�
� :H�WKH�3HRSOH�KDYH�WR�EH�WKH�'HIHQGLQJ�)DWKHUV�
8QLWHG��*HW�FRQQHFWHG��:H�DUH�DW�D�FURVVURDG�ZLWK�RXU�
lives, our fortunes, and our honor.
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Editorials

The Culture of Entitlement
%\�.HQ�%ODFNZHOO

2XU� OLYHV� DUH� ¿OOHG� ZLWK�
measures of achievement. 
From cleaning our rooms 
as children and taking a 
GULYHU¶V�WHVW�DV�WHHQDJHUV�WR�
annual job reviews through 
the course of a career, 
there are benchmarks of 
achievement that follow 
XV� WKURXJK� WKH� HQWLUHW\� RI�

our lives. As we grow, these benchmarks become more 
numerous and the stakes become higher.
� &XULRXVO\�� WKHVH� EHQFKPDUNV� DUH� EHLQJ�
FRQVLVWHQWO\�HURGHG�LQ�SULPDU\�DQG�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��
D�VWDJH�RI�OLIH�ZKHQ�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�PRVW�HPSKDVL]HG��
Standard benchmarks in educational achievement are 
LQFUHDVLQJO\�IDOOLQJ�E\�WKH�ZD\VLGH�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�
troubling.
� *HRUJH�/HHI�ZLWK� WKH�3RSH�&HQWHU� IRU�+LJKHU�
(GXFDWLRQ�3ROLF\�ZURWH�RI�WKLV�SUREOHP�DW�WKH�FROOHJH�
OHYHO�� QRWLQJ� WKDW�PRUH� FROOHJH� VWXGHQWV� WRGD\� H[SHFW�
KLJK� JUDGHV� IRU� VLPSO\� VKRZLQJ�XS� LQ� FODVV� RU�
FRPSOHWLQJ�UHDGLQJ�DVVLJQPHQWV��7KH�1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV�
H[SORUHG� WKH� LVVXH� DV�ZHOO�� TXRWLQJ� FROOHJH� HGXFDWRUV�
EHPRDQLQJ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WRR�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�DUH�HTXDWLQJ�
HIIRUW�ZLWK�TXDOLW\�RI�ZRUN�
 The origins of this sense of entitlement to good 
JUDGHV�DUH�QRW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�WUDFH��6WXGHQWV�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�
FROOHJH�QRZ�RIWHQ�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�FODVVURRPV�ZKHUH�
self esteem is valued more than results. This mindset 
LV� SHUSHWXDWHG� DW� WKH� FROOHJLDWH� OHYHO� DV� LQVWLWXWLRQV�
LQFUHDVLQJO\� IRUVDNH� OHJLWLPDWH�PHDVXUHV� RI� VFKRODUO\�
PHULW�LQ�IDYRU�RI�XQFOHDU�DQG�VKLIWLQJ�SROLFLHV�GHVLJQHG�
WR�SHUPLW�VRFLDO�HQJLQHHULQJ��ERWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DGPLVVLRQ�
WR�FROOHJH�DQG�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZLWKLQ�LW�
� $Q� LOOXVWUDWLRQ�RI� WKLV� LV� VHHQ� LQ� WKH� UHODWLYHO\�
VPDOO�EXW�JURZLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�FROOHJHV�WKDW�KDYH�GURSSHG�
VWDQGDUGL]HG�WHVWLQJ�DV�D�UHTXLUHPHQW�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�LQ�
IDYRU�RI�³KROLVWLF´�DGPLVVLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�
� -XVW� ODVW� PRQWK�� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI� &DOLIRUQLD�
Board of Regents voted to eliminate SAT Subject Tests 
DV� DQ� DGPLVVLRQV� UHTXLUHPHQW�� RSWLQJ� LQVWHDG� IRU� D�
FRVWO\� ³HQWLWOHG� WR� UHYLHZ´� V\VWHP��7KH� VWDWHG� UHDVRQ�
IRU�GURSSLQJ�WKH�WHVWV��6RPH�VWXGHQWV�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKH\�
KDG�WR�WDNH�WKHP��WKXV�FUHDWLQJ�D�³EDUULHU´�WR�DGPLVVLRQ�

� (IIRUWV�WR�HOLPLQDWH�VXFK�VWDQGDUGV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�
come from outside academia as well. Political activist 
JURXSV�OLNH�)DLU�7HVW�DQG�RWKHUV�DGYRFDWLQJ�WKH�HQG�RI�
VWDQGDUGL]HG� WHVWLQJ� IRU� FROOHJH� DGPLVVLRQ� GR� VR� QRW�
for academic reasons but because doing so meshes 
ZLWK�WKH�GH¿QHG�SROLWLFDO�DJHQGD�RI�OLEHUDO�FRQWURO�RYHU�
DFDGHPLD��7KLV� LV� GRQH� E\� SUHDFKLQJ� WR� VWXGHQWV� DQG�
HGXFDWRUV� DERXW� WKH� IDOVH� SROLWLFV� RI� HQWLWOHPHQW� RYHU�
WKH� SUDFWLFDO� QHFHVVLW\� RI� DFKLHYHPHQW�� 7HVW�RSWLRQDO�
SROLFLHV�SURPRWHG�E\�VXFK�JURXSV�VHUYH�QR�SXUSRVH�RWKHU�
WKDQ� WR�EOXU� WKH� OLQHV�RI� VFKRODUVKLS�ZKLOH�GHVWUR\LQJ�
HPSLULFDO�VWDQGDUGV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�
academic merit.
� :KHUHYHU�VWDQGDUGV�DUH�GHVWUR\HG�DQG�PHULW�LV�
UHGH¿QHG�� D� VHQVH� RI� HQWLWOHPHQW� QHFHVVDULO\� IROORZV��
7KLV� LV� WUXH� LQ� DQ\� DVSHFW� RI� VRFLHW\�� ,Q� WKH� ¿HOG� RI�
HGXFDWLRQ��LW�PDQLIHVWV�LWVHOI�LQ�WKH�GHPDQG�E\�VWXGHQWV�
IRU� KLJK� JUDGHV� ZKHQ� WKH\� DUH� QRW� HDUQHG�� $DURQ�
%URZHU��YLFH�SURYRVW� IRU� WHDFKLQJ�DQG� OHDUQLQJ�DW� WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�0DGLVRQ��VXPPHG�XS�WKH�QHHG�
IRU� HPSLULFDO�PHDVXUHV�� WHOOLQJ� WKH�1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV��
³8QOHVV�WHDFKHUV�DUH�YHU\�LQWHQWLRQDO�ZLWK�RXU�JRDOV��ZH�
SOD\�LQWR�WKH�V\VWHP�LQ�SODFH�´
� 7KH�VDPH�FDQ�EH�VDLG�RI�WHVW�RSWLRQDO�DGPLVVLRQ�
SROLFLHV� DW� $PHULFD¶V� FROOHJHV�� 3UHVHQWLQJ� VWXGHQWV�
ZLWK�XQFHUWDLQ�DQG� LPSUHFLVH� VWDQGDUGV� IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�
SOD\V�LQWR�WKLV�JURZLQJ�VHQVH�RI�HQWLWOHPHQW��,W�VWDQGV�WR�
reason that, if the standards for admission to college are 
subject to holistic whims, so too should be the grades 
given to students. The end result is a workforce that is 
OHVV�DEOH�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�DQG�FRPSHWH�LQ�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
FRPSHWLWLYH�JOREDO�HFRQRP\�
� 7KH�$PHULFDQ� HFRQRP\� WRGD\� LV� XQGHU� VWUHVV�
EHFDXVH� RI� D� UHFHVVLRQ�� 5HFHVVLRQV� HEE� DQG� ÀRZ�
RYHU� WLPH��EXW�D� IDLOXUH� WR�SURYLGH� WKH�KLJKHVW�FDOLEHU�
education and demand excellence from those who 
VHHN�LW�SRVHV�D�IDU�ODUJHU�WKUHDW��6WXGHQWV�PD\�UHFHLYH�
KLJKHU�JUDGHV�E\�VLPSO\�GHPDQGLQJ�WKHP��EXW�$PHULFD�
ZLOO� QRW� VXFFHHG� HFRQRPLFDOO\� MXVW� EHFDXVH� ZH� ZDQW�
UHZDUGV�ZLWKRXW�UHVXOWV��,W¶V�WLPH�WR�DOLJQ�RXU�HGXFDWLRQ�
SULRULWLHV�ZLWK�HFRQRPLF�UHDOLWLHV�
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Fuzzy Thinking
%\�:DOWHU�(��:LOOLDPV��3K'

George Orwell warned, “But 
LI� WKRXJKW� FRUUXSWV� ODQJXDJH��
ODQJXDJH� FDQ� DOVR� FRUUXSW�
WKRXJKW�´� � 7KDW� LV� WKH� FKDOOHQJH��
not allowing language and ill-
GH¿QHG� WHUPV� WR� FRUUXSW� WKRXJKW�
that I face in teaching economics 
to both graduate and undergraduate 
VWXGHQWV�� � 7HUPV� WKDW� DUH� ZLGHO\�

used can have considerable emotional worth but little 
RU� QR� DQDO\WLFDO� YDOXH�� DPELJXRXV� PHDQLQJ�� RU� WKHLU�
LPSOLFDWLRQV�QRW�IXOO\�DSSUHFLDWHG���,Q�DQDO\WLFDO�XVDJH�
SUHFLVH��RSHUDWLRQDO�GH¿QLWLRQV�PXVW�EH�IRXQG�
� ³(TXDOLW\�RI�RSSRUWXQLW\´�LV�D�ZLGHO\�XVHG�WHUP�
EXW�ZKDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ"��6RPHWLPHV�,�DVN�VWXGHQWV�DUH�
WKH\� IRU�RU� DJDLQVW� HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�� �0RVW� VD\� WKH\�
DUH�IRU�LW�� �7KHQ�,�DVN�KRZ�FDQ�WKH\�WHOO�LI�HTXDOLW\�RI�
RSSRUWXQLW\�H[LVWV�LQ�D�JLYHQ�DFWLYLW\���)RU�H[DPSOH��GRHV�
HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�FODVV�KDYH�DQ�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�HDUQ�
DQ�$"��,I�QRW��KRZ�ZRXOG�WKH\�FUHDWH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\"��
I ask them whether it is unfair when another is denied 
HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\���7KHQ�,�FLWH�H[DPSOHV�ZKHUH�,�KDYH�
GHQLHG�RWKHUV�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�VXFK�DV�ZKHQ�FKRRVLQJ�
D�ZLIH�HYHU\�ZRPDQ�ZDV�QRW�JLYHQ�DQ�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR� PDUU\� PH�� ,� V\VWHPDWLFDOO\� GLVFULPLQDWHG� DJDLQVW�
ZKLWH�DQG�$VLDQ�ZRPHQ��KDQGLFDSSHG�ZRPHQ��ZRPHQ�
with criminal records and women who did not bathe 
UHJXODUO\�� �1RQH�RI�P\�FULWHULD� IRU� VHWWLQJ�XS� D� ORQJ�
WHUP�FRQWUDFWXDO� DUUDQJHPHQW�ZRXOG�KDYH�PHW�((2&�
criteria for doing so.
� 2FFDVLRQDOO\��D�VWXGHQW�PLJKW�UHMRLQ�E\�VD\LQJ�
PDUULDJH�DQG�HDUQLQJ�DQ�$�LV�GLIIHUHQW�EXW�ZKDW�HTXDOLW\�
RI�RSSRUWXQLW\�PRVWO\�UHIHUV�WR�HPSOR\PHQW�RU�FROOHJH�
DGPLVVLRQ�� � $W� WKDW� SRLQW�� ,� DVN� ZKHWKHU� WKH\� WKLQN�
HYHU\� HPSOR\HU� VKRXOG� JLYH� WKHP� HTXDO� RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�EH�KLUHG�RU�FROOHJHV�JLYH�WKHP�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
EH�DGPLWWHG���0RVW�RIWHQ�WKH�UHSO\�LV�LQ�WKH�DI¿UPDWLYH�
DW�ZKLFK�SRLQW� ,� DVN�ZKHWKHU� WKH\�SODQ� WR�JLYH� HYHU\�
HPSOR\HU� DQ� HTXDO� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� KLUH� WKHP� RU� KDYH�
WKH\�JLYHQ�HYHU\�FROOHJH�DQ�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DGPLW�
WKHP�� � 0RVW� RIWHQ� WKHLU� DQVZHU� LV� QR�� WKH\� SODQ� WR�
GLVFULPLQDWH�DPRQJVW�HPSOR\HUV�DQG�WKH\�KDYH�DOUHDG\�
GLVFULPLQDWHG�LQ�FKRRVLQJ�D�FROOHJH���$W�WKDW�SRLQW�,�DVN�
WKHP� LI� \RX¶UH� QRW� JRLQJ� WR� JLYH� HYHU\� HPSOR\HU� DQ�
HTXDO�FKDQFH�WR�KLUH�\RX��ZK\�VKRXOG�HYHU\�HPSOR\HU�
JLYH�\RX�DQ�HTXDO�FKDQFH�WR�EH�KLUHG"

� 3DUW�RI�WKH�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�YDULRXV�ODERU�PDUNHW�
restrictions, such as minimum wage laws, collective 
bargaining legislation, and work hour legislation is to 
SURWHFW� ZRUNHUV� IURP� WKH� DOOHJHG� VXSHULRU� EDUJDLQLQJ�
SRZHU� RI� HPSOR\HUV�� � :KDW� LV� PHDQW� E\� VXSHULRU�
EDUJDLQLQJ�SRZHU"��/HW¶V�VHH���7KH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�*HRUJH�
0DVRQ�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�,�DP�HPSOR\HG��KDV�WKH�SRZHU�
WR�WHOO�PH�WKDW�WKH�PD[LPXP�ZDJH�KH�LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�SD\�PH�
LV���������D�\HDU���,�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�WR�WHOO�KLP�KRZ�PDQ\�
KRXUV�,�DP�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZRUN�DW���������D�\HDU��QDPHO\�
]HUR�� �6R�ZKR�KDV� WKH� VXSHULRU�EDUJDLQLQJ�SRZHU��PH�
RU�WKH�SUHVLGHQW"��+H�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�SULFH�DQG�,�KDYH�
WKH�SRZHU�RI�TXDQWLW\���$OWHUQDWLYHO\��,�KDYH�WKH�SRZHU�
WR�WHOO�KLP�WKDW�,�UHIXVH�WR�ZRUN�IRU�OHVV�WKDQ����������
D�\HDU���+H�KDV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�GHFLGH�KRZ�PDQ\�KRXUV�KH�
LV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�KLUH�PH�DW�WKDW�SULFH���$JDLQ��ZKR�KDV�WKH�
VXSHULRU�EDUJDLQLQJ�SRZHU"��,�WKLQN�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�
VD\�� �:KDW�VHWV� WKH�PLQLPXP�SULFH�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�SD\V�
IRU�P\� ODERU� VHUYLFHV"� � ,I� KH�ZDQWV�P\� VHUYLFHV�� WKH�
PLQLPXP� VDODU\� KH� FDQ� SD\�PH� LV� WKH� VDODU\� ,� FRXOG�
HDUQ�DW�VRPH�RWKHU�XQLYHUVLW\���:KDW�VHWV�WKH�PD[LPXP�
VDODU\� ,� FRXOG� JHW� IURP� KLP� LV� WKH� VDODU\� VRPH� RWKHU�
HFRQRPLVW� ZLOO� DFFHSW� WR� GR� WKH� VDPH� MRE� WKDW� ,� DP�
GRLQJ���%DUJDLQLQJ�SRZHU�LV�D�YDFXRXV�FRQFHSW���:KDW�
WUXO\�SURWHFWV� WKH�ZRUNHU� LV� WKH�QXPEHU�RI� HPSOR\HUV�
FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�KLV�VHUYLFHV���6LPLODUO\��ZKDW�SURWHFWV�WKH�
HPSOR\HU�LV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�HPSOR\HHV�FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�KLV�
job.
� 6R�RIWHQ�ZH�KHDU�WKDW�RXU�QDWLRQ�LV�D�GHPRFUDF\���
6RPHKRZ�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�DFFHSW�WKDW�ZKDWHYHU�
RXU�FRQJUHVVPHQ��VWDWH�OHJLVODWXUHV�RU�FLW\�FRXQFLO�FDQ�
PXVWHU� D� PDMRULW\� YRWH� RQ�� � 7KHUH� LV� QRWKLQJ� EHQLJQ�
DERXW�PDMRULW\�UXOH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ���,Q�IDFW��PDMRULW\�
UXOH� JLYHV� DQ� DXUD� RI� OHJLWLPDF\� WR� DFWV� WKDW� ZRXOG�
RWKHUZLVH� EH� GHHPHG� W\UDQQ\�� � /HW¶V� ORRN� DW� LW� ZKLOH�
DVNLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�KRZ�PDQ\�GHFLVLRQV�LQ�RXU�GDLO\�OLYHV�
ZRXOG�ZH�OLNH�WR�EH�VHWWOHG�WKURXJK�PDMRULW\�UXOH�
� +RZ� PDQ\� SHRSOH� ZRXOG� OLNH� IRU� LW� WR� EH� D�
PDMRULW\�UXOH�GHFLVLRQ�ZKHWKHU�ZH�KDG�WXUNH\�RU�KDP�DV�
WKH�PDLQ�FRXUVH�IRU�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�GLQQHU��DQG�LI�WXUNH\�
ZRQ�WKH�YRWH��LW�ZRXOG�EH�LOOHJDO�WR�VHUYH�KDP���:KDW�
DERXW�WKH�NLQG�RI�FDU�WKDW�ZH�GULYH"��,I�/H[XV�ZRQ�WKH�
vote, it would be illegal to drive other cars.  I am sure 
WKDW�LI�PDMRULW\�UXOH�ZHUH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�FULWHULD�
in these and most other areas of our lives we would 
GHHP�LW�W\UDQQ\���,V�LW�QRW�WKH�VDPH�ZKHQ�PDMRULW\�UXOH�LV�
XVHG�WR�GLFWDWH�KRZ�ZH�SURYLGH�IRU�RXU�KHDOWKFDUH��KRZ�
ZH�SUHSDUH� IRU� UHWLUHPHQW��ZKHWKHU� UHVWDXUDQWV�SHUPLW�
VPRNLQJ�RU�XVH�WUDQV�IDWV�RU�VHUYH�IRL�JUDV"
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,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�PDMRULW\�UXOH�EHLQJ�D�IRUP�RI�W\UDQQ\��LW�LV�D�PDMRU�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�KXPDQ�FRQÀLFW���7KH�UHDVRQ�LV�WKDW�
PDMRULW\�UXOH�FDQ�EH�D�]HUR�VXP�JDPH���2QH�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�KDV�WKHLU�ZLVKHV�VDWLV¿HG�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�DQRWKHU�
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�QRW�KDYLQJ�WKHLU�ZLVKHV�VDWLV¿HG���,Q�WKH�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�GLQQHU�H[DPSOH��WXUNH\�ORYHUV�KDYH�WKHLU�
ZLVKHV�VDWLV¿HG�DW�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�KDP�ORYHUV���.QRZLQJ�WKDW�KDP�ORYHUV�KDYH�KLJK�LQFHQWLYHV�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFW�
ZLWK�WXUNH\�ORYHUV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�NQRZ�WKDW�LI�WXUNH\�ORYHUV�ZLQ�LW�ZLOO�EH�DW�WKHLU�H[SHQVH���7KHUH�ZRXOG�EH�QR�
FRQÀLFW� LI��DV� LW� LV�� WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RQ�ZKDW� WR�KDYH�IRU�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�GLQQHU� LV�PDGH�E\� LQGLYLGXDOV�� � ,Q�JHQHUDO��
GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�DW�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�PDUNHW�OHYHOV�LV�FRQÀLFW�UHGXFLQJ�ZKLOH�PDNLQJ�GHFLVLRQV�FROOHFWLYHO\�RU�DW�
WKH�SROLWLFDO�OHYHO�LV�FRQÀLFW�HQKDQFLQJ�
� 2XU�QDWLRQ¶V�IRXQGHUV�KDG�DEVROXWH�GLVGDLQ�IRU�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�PDMRULW\�UXOH��-DPHV�0DGLVRQ��LQ�)HGHUDOLVW�
3DSHU�1R������VDLG�LQ�D�SXUH�GHPRFUDF\��³WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�WR�FKHFN�WKH�LQGXFHPHQW�WR�VDFUL¿FH�WKH�ZHDNHU�SDUW\�
RU�WKH�REQR[LRXV�LQGLYLGXDO�´�'XULQJ�WKH������&RQVWLWXWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ��(GPXQG�5DQGROSK�VDLG��³LQ�WUDFLQJ�
WKHVH� HYLOV� WR� WKHLU� RULJLQ� HYHU\�PDQ� KDG� IRXQG� LW� LQ� WKH� WXUEXOHQFH� DQG� IROOLHV� RI� GHPRFUDF\�´� -RKQ�$GDPV�
VDLG��³5HPHPEHU��GHPRFUDF\�QHYHU�ODVWV�ORQJ��,W�VRRQ�ZDVWHV��H[KDXVWV��DQG�PXUGHUV�LWVHOI��7KHUH�ZDV�QHYHU�D�
GHPRFUDF\�\HW�WKDW�GLG�QRW�FRPPLW�VXLFLGH�´�&KLHI�-XVWLFH�-RKQ�0DUVKDOO�DGGHG��³%HWZHHQ�D�EDODQFHG�UHSXEOLF�
DQG�D�GHPRFUDF\��WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�OLNH�WKDW�EHWZHHQ�RUGHU�DQG�FKDRV�´�7KH�IRXQGHUV�NQHZ�WKDW�D�GHPRFUDF\�ZRXOG�
OHDG�WR�WKH�VDPH�NLQG�RI�W\UDQQ\�VXIIHUHG�XQGHU�.LQJ�*HRUJH�,,,���7KH�WHUP�GHPRFUDF\�DSSHDUV�LQ�QRQH�RI�RXU�
IRXQGLQJ�GRFXPHQWV���7KHLU�YLVLRQ�IRU�XV�ZDV�D�UHSXEOLF�DQG�OLPLWHG�JRYHUQPHQW�
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