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                        First Presbyterian is a Welcoming Church Community in Downtown Macon 
Committed to Knowing Christ and Making Him Known.  

Worship Services 

October 19, 2025 
9:00 · 11:15 AM 
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Welcome 
 

TO OUR GUESTS 

We want to welcome you today! More information about our church is available on our 

website at fpcmacon.org. 
 

SPIRITUAL CARE 

If you would like to speak to someone about what it means to know Jesus Christ or you 

have any spiritual need or question, please speak to one of the pastors after the service. 
 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE LESSON 

We provide a Bible lesson and music for children in Pre-K through second grade during 

the services. Children will be dismissed from the service and escorted to their classroom 

before the sermon. Please pick up your children after the first service or Sunday school 

on the second floor of Cornerstone and after the second service in the nursery. If this is 

your first Sunday at FPC, please walk your child to the Bible lesson to check them in.   
  

NURSERY 

Nursery is provided for 3K and under from 8:45 AM-12:15 PM. We also provide a   

mother/infant room located in the nursery with a live video feed of the  service, as well 

as a “cry room” downstairs from the sanctuary for parents of “fussy” children with an 

audio feed. Ushers are available to direct you. 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 

Hearing assistance devices are in the Narthex for worshippers needing hearing          

assistance. You may also use a smartphone or bluetooth-enabled hearing aid to connect 

directly to the sound system. Connection instructions are in the Narthex. Please ask an 

usher or deacon for assistance. 
 

FLOWERS 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given today to the glory of God and in loving memory 

of Charles Duggan, Jr., M.D. by his wife, Nancy. 

 

YOUR PRESENCE 

Please let us know that you’re here today by scanning the QR code. 

 

 

Worshippers read text in bold. 
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Corporate Worship 
Welcome to First Presbyterian! We are thankful you have chosen to worship with us today.  

It is our hope and prayer that through the reading of God’s Word, prayer,   

the corporate singing and readings, and the preached Word, you  

will see Christ clearly and desire to know Him more. 

 

WELCOME 

 

GATHERING SONG 38 - Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,  

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

All praise we would render; O help us to see 

‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Nehemiah 9:5-6 

 

“Stand up and bless the LORD your God from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be 

your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. 

 

“You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with 

all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you 

preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.” 

 

PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE 310  - Rejoice, the Lord Is King 

Verses 1-3, 5 

 

Rejoice, the Lord is King; your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore. 

 

Refrain 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love; 

When he had purged our stains, He took his seat above.  (Refrain) 

 

His kingdom cannot fail, He rules o’er earth and heav’n; 

The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n.  (Refrain) 

 

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge, shall come, 

And take his servants up to their eternal home.  (Refrain) 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - The Apostles’ Creed 

 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

 Maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; 

 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, dead, and buried;  

 he descended into hell.  

 The third day He arose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven,  

 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

 From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

 the holy catholic church;  

 the communion of saints;  

 the forgiveness of sins;  

 the resurrection of the body;  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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***Seating Interlude*** 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:15) 

Willett Russell Souma 

Covenant Child of Justin and Kelly Souma 

 

PSALM OF LAMENT 

Psalm 42  

 

As a deer pants for flowing streams, 

  so pants my soul for you, O God. 

My soul thirsts for God, 

  for the living God. 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my food 

  day and night, 

while they say to me all the day long, 

  “Where is your God?” 

These things I remember, 

  as I pour out my soul: 

how I would go with the throng 

  and lead them in procession to the house of God 

with glad shouts and songs of praise, 

  a multitude keeping festival. 

  

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

  and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

  my salvation and my God. 

  

My soul is cast down within me; 

  therefore I remember you 

from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, 

  from Mount Mizar. 

Deep calls to deep 

  at the roar of your waterfalls; 

 

(Continued next page) 
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all your breakers and your waves 

  have gone over me. 

By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, 

  and at night his song is with me, 

  a prayer to the God of my life. 

I say to God, my rock: 

  “Why have you forgotten me? 

Why do I go mourning 

  because of the oppression of the enemy?” 

As with a deadly wound in my bones, 

  my adversaries taunt me, 

while they say to me all the day long, 

  “Where is your God?” 

   

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

  and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

  my salvation and my God.  

 

SILENT LAMENT 

 

CORPORATE PRAYER - from Heidelberg Catechism 27-28 

 

Father, you uphold heaven and earth and all creatures, and rule them 

      so that rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, 

      food and drink, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty - 

      all things, in fact, come to us not by chance 

      but by your fatherly hand. 

Knowing this, we can be patient when things go against us 

      and thankful when things go well. 

Empower us to live in confidence that you are a faithful God and Father, 

      and that nothing in creation will separate us from your love. 

Remind us often that we are so completely in your hand 

      that without your will we can neither move nor be moved. Amen. 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 
 

Online giving may be done by texting fpcmacon to 73256 or through the church website. 

 

Be Thou My Vision …………….………….. arr. John Rutter 

 

Lyrics can be found in the Hymnal #642.  

________________________________ 

 

Children K4-second grade are welcome to leave the worship service for a Bible Lesson  

      in Cornerstone (BLC).  Children in the 11:15 BLC class may be picked up in the nursery.  We   

     encourage children third grade and above to continue in corporate worship with their parents. 

 

HYMN OF PREPARATION  



- 9 - 

 

 

 

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD - Chip Miller 

Responding to God’s Generosity 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

RESPONSE 731 - Doxology 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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PASTORAL STAFF 

  

STAFF 

 

 

Leading in Worship Today 

Chip Miller, Senior Pastor 

Elliott Everitt, Assistant Pastor 

Michael McGhee, Music Director/Organist 

Rebecca Lanning, Choir Director 

Tom Rule, Pianist 

Chancel Choir 

 

Text printed by permission 

CCLI# 202766 

Chip Miller 

Senior Pastor 

cmiller@fpcmacon.org 

 

Justin Leslein 

Executive Pastor  

jleslein@fpcmacon.org 

Parker Agnew 

Assistant Pastor to Senior Adults 

pagnew@fpcmacon.org 

 

 

 

 

Elliott Everitt 

Assistant Pastor to Middle Adults 

eeveritt@fpcmacon.org 

 

 

Dru Bloodworth 

Security/Maintenance 

dbloodworth@fpcmacon.org 

 

Mercy Chamberlin 

Administrative Assistant 

mchamberlin@fpcmacon.org 

 

Chris Gerwig 

Director of Young Adult Ministry 

cgerwig@fpcmacon.org 

 

Alan Harris 

Facilities Manager 

aharris@fpcmacon.org 

 

Tammy Jones 

Pastoral Assistant 

tjones@fpcmacon.org 

 

April Kitchell 

Missions Secretary 

missions@fpcmacon.org 

 

Rebecca Lanning 

Choir Director 

Rebecca.s.lanning@gmail.com 

 

Landis Mauldin 

Youth Assistant 

lmauldin@fpcmacon.org 

 

Michael McGhee 

Music Director/Organist 

michaelclarkmcghee@gmail.com 

 

Katie Miller 

Communications Director 

kmiller@fpcmacon.org 

 

Wade Miller 

Financial Director 

wmiller@fpcmacon.org 

 

Calleene Newberry 

Administrative Assistant 

cnewberry@fpcmacon.org 

 

David Newberry 

Director of Student Ministries 

dnewberry@fpcmacon.org 

 

Spring Rawlings 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

srawlings@fpcmacon.org 

 

Tom Rule 

Pianist 

tom@tomrule.info 

 

Mary Anne Shipley 

Director of Women’s Ministry 

maryanneshipley1@gmail.com 

 

Mary Frances Stanford 

Nursery Administrator/Children’s 

Music 

mstanford@fpcmacon.org 
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CHURCH OFFICERS 

YOUTH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Session 
 

Class of 2025 

Paul Cable 

Sam Jones 

Matt Kitchell 

Kort Peterson 

Jerome Strickland 

William White 

 
 

Class of 2026 

Chuck Duggan 

Mike Hall 

Bobby Newman 

Nick Rios 

Tony Rodriguez 

Blake Sullivan 

 

 

Class of 2027 

Ves Berry 

Kevin Bridges 

John Carey 

Hal Foshee 

Mike Peed 

Kim Thompson 

The Diaconate 
 

Class of 2025 

Jave Bjorkman 

Joey Brumbelow 

Eric Hunt 

Kent McCormick 

David Milligan 

Caleb Peed 

 

Class of 2026 

Dave Grant 

Darrell Hallman 

Jeremy Johnson 

John David Miller 

Gray Widstrom 

Jeff Wilhelm 

Calder Willingham 

   

Class of 2027 

Chris Anderson 

Cameron Garvin 

Jeff Hill 

Kevin Lennon 

Jim Self 

Brian Stone 

 

Trustees 

Rob Danner   Buddy Ponder             Lowry Tribble 

Bruce Jones   Ray Pearson 

Class   Description Topic   Room Location 
 

Nursery & Special Needs   New Testament  Nursery 

Children  4K-5th Grade New Testament  Cornerstone 

Middle School Youth 6-8 Grades God’s Promises  Education Building 2nd Floor 

High School Youth 9-12 Grades Christian Doctrine  Education Building 3rd Floor        

Young Adults  College/20s-30s Mark   Basement M102 

Young Marrieds  20s-30s  Marriage & Relationships Education Building  

Immanuel  Mid 40s-50s Hosea   Education Building  E102             

Shepherds  50s-60s  I & II Peter  Brickyard M102 

Trinity   60s+  Equipping Yourself Education Building  E103             

Covenant  70s+  Fundamentals of Faith Education Building  E105             

Canterbury  70s-80s  Studies in the Psalms Education Building E104          

Connections  Mixed Ages Acts   Gathering Place              

Generations  Mixed Ages Romans   Basement M100 

Pathways  Mixed Ages James   Brickyard M103              
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