Personal Devotion
Day 1
Engage
Read Genesis 12:1–9.

Consider
In this passage, God chose a man to be the father of His people, the Israelites. He gave Abram (later known as Abraham) a command and a promise.
	
QUESTION
What did the Lord tell Abram to leave? (Genesis 12:1)



	QUESTION
What is unusual about where God tells Abram to go?



	QUESTION
In Genesis 12:2–3, what promises did God give Abram?



	QUESTION
How did Abram respond to God, and what happened next?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
What is something God is asking you to follow and trust Him in?



	QUESTION
What is your next step?



Activate
Do an Internet search for “God’s promises in the Bible.” Find a few promises that you like and write them out in your prayer journal or a notebook. Take the time every morning for the next week to read through ten promises.
Pray
Heavenly Father, I know that You are a sending God. You sent Abram to be a blessing, and You want to send me to be a blessing as well. Show me those in my life that I can bless. Forgive me for the times I don’t want to be sent and the times I don’t obey immediately. Help me by Your grace to live on mission and to obey You in all things. In Jesus’ name. Amen.






Personal Devotion
Day 2
Engage
Read Jeremiah 29:1–14.
Consider
At the time Jeremiah wrote this, the people of Judah were in exile in Babylon. This was a little over three hundred years after the unified nation of Israel split into two and around the time of Daniel. The people Jeremiah wrote to were hoping for a quick return to their homeland. The prophet’s letter directed them to settle in and serve in Babylon. Yes, God would eventually bring His people home, but there was work to do right then and there.
	
QUESTION
Who did Jeremiah write the letter to?



	QUESTION
What are the Lord’s instructions to the people in exile? (Jeremiah 29:4–7)



	QUESTION
According to Jeremiah 29:8–9, false prophets were making false promises to the people. Based on the content of Jeremiah’s letter, what do you think these false prophets were saying?



	QUESTION
How long would the people be in Babylonian exile? (Jeremiah 29:10)



	QUESTION
What kind of plans did God have for His people? (Jeremiah 29:11–14)


Reflect
Christians are not in Babylonian exile, but in a way, Christians are not home yet either. Some Christians appear to think that the mission is to wait around and do nothing until Jesus returns.
	
QUESTION
How might this passage and Jeremiah’s letter challenge our thinking?



	QUESTION
What would it look like for you and your youth group or church to work for the peace and the good of the city?


Activate
Think of something in your community or in your school that could benefit from your involvement. Maybe there is a club you can join or a soup kitchen you can serve at. Take the next step and sign up to do something that will make your neighborhood, community, city, or school a better place. Work for its good!
Pray
Great God in Heaven, thank You that You will bring us home someday. In the meantime, help us to be fully engaged in Your mission to see all know You. One of the ways we can bring glory to You is by doing good work in our communities. Help us to see the opportunities to work for peace where You’ve planted us. Help us to connect with people who need to know about Your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Personal Devotion

Day 3

Engage
Read John 4:21–38.

Consider
In this story, Jesus was in a conversation with a Samaritan woman. This was an unusual conversation because the Jews and Samaritans had severe racial tensions. Plus, men and women didn’t usually speak to each other in public. But Jesus was living on mission, and He had a plan to share His mission with this woman.
	
QUESTION
What did Jesus reveal about Himself to this woman? (John 4:26)



	QUESTION
What did the woman do when she realized Jesus might be the Messiah? (John 4:28–30)



	QUESTION
How did Jesus reply to His disciples, and what does His reply mean? (John 4:31–34)



	QUESTION
How does John 4:34–38 apply to us today?



Reflect
Jesus spoke about the strength He found in doing God’s will.
	
QUESTION
What is one thing you currently believe is the will of God for you to do?



	QUESTION
How are you living that out?



Activate
Ask one of your Christian friends to meet up before or after school once a week. Spend time praying for the students and teachers in your school.

Pray
Gracious God, thank You that You came to me even when I was Your enemy. You sent Your Spirit to reveal Jesus to my heart, and now I know and believe that He is the Messiah, the One anointed to save us. I want to invite others to meet Jesus. Give me boldness, kindness, and wisdom to do that well. Give me a burden for those who do not know You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.





Personal Devotion
Day 4
Engage
Read Galatians 2:1–10.
Consider
In the Early Church, one of the debates was about whether non-Jewish people (Gentiles) could become Christians and what would be required of them. Paul wanted to preach to the Gentiles, and you will see that most of the Early Church leaders were supportive.
	
QUESTION
Why did Paul go back to Jerusalem, and what happened when he got there? (Galatians 2:1–3)



	QUESTION
What role did the false believers play in this story? (Galatians 2:4–5)



	QUESTION
How was Paul’s preaching affirmed by the church leaders? (Galatians 2:6–9)



	QUESTION
What is the one thing James, Peter, and John asked Paul to keep doing in Galatians 2:10?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
Why do you think helping the poor was the one matter that the church leaders emphasized?



	QUESTION
Why is serving the poor part of God’s mission for His people?



	QUESTION
What does it look like to help the poor?



Activate
Talk to your family about putting a bag of nonperishable food items and bottles of water in your family’s car. As your parents or guardians approve, hand them out when your family is driving and sees someone needing help.
Pray
God of compassion, thank You for the ways You’ve blessed my life. Help me to use those blessings to bless others. Give me compassion for the poor. Keep me from judging them or feeling superior to them. Help me to serve them in response to Your love at work in me and through me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.






Personal Devotion
Day 5
Engage
Read Isaiah 6.
Consider
This passage contains an amazing vision of God’s throne as seen by the prophet Isaiah.
	
QUESTION
What did Isaiah see and hear in his vision? (Isaiah 6:1–4)



	QUESTION
How did Isaiah respond to seeing a holy God?



	QUESTION
What did the seraphim (a type of angel) do to Isaiah, and what resulted? (Isaiah 6:6–8)



	QUESTION
What did God ask of Isaiah, and how did he respond?



	QUESTION
What was the mission and message God gave to Isaiah? (Isaiah 6:9–13)


Reflect
	
QUESTION
Where is God sending you now?



	QUESTION
Where do you believe God may be sending you in your adult life?


Activate
Take a moment to ask God to help you live out the message and mission He has given you. If you aren’t sure of what He is asking, ask Him to show you clearly how you can live out His mission for your life.

Pray
Holy God, help me to see You and Your will. Help me to hear You calling out for people to stand for You and go for You. Give me the strength to reply, “Send me.” I want to live out Your mission, and I want to share Your message. Lead me. Guide me. Send me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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