Personal Devotion
Day 1
Engage
Read Genesis 22:1–14.

Consider
God chose Abraham to be the father of a great nation, but Abraham didn’t have the son to carry out God’s promise until he was one hundred years old! His son’s name was Isaac. In this story, God tested Abraham’s devotion. While God’s request may seem confusing, His provision at the end reveals His heart and true intentions all along.
	
QUESTION
What did God ask of Abraham, and how did Abraham respond? (Genesis 22:1–3)



	QUESTION
In Genesis 22:5, what did Abraham tell his servants? What did it reveal about Abraham’s trust in God?



	QUESTION
According to Genesis 22:12, why did God test Abraham?



	QUESTION
How does this story point forward to the true and better Lamb—Jesus, the Lamb of God?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
Reflect for a moment on your faith and trust in God. In what ways could it deepen?



Activate
Three verses in the New Testament (John 1:29, 36; 1 Peter 1:19) use the exact phrase “Lamb of God.” Read each of those verses in their context. Then write out your thoughts on why Jesus was given that name.
Pray
God, thank You that You want all of my heart, not just part of it. Thank You for the good things You’ve given to me. Please keep me from making those good things into things I value more than You. Help me to remember that Jesus is the Lamb of God and the perfect sacrifice on my behalf. Help me to live gratefully for what He did for me. In Jesus’ name. Amen.





Personal Devotion
Day 2
Engage
Read Isaiah 53.
Consider
The prophet Isaiah lived about seven hundred years before Jesus was born. But in this chapter, Isaiah wrote with remarkable accuracy and prophetic insight about the suffering and death of our Savior, the Suffering Servant.
	
QUESTION
What do we learn about the appearance and experience of Jesus as a human? (Isaiah 53:2–3)



	QUESTION
In Isaiah 53:4–6, how did Isaiah describe what Jesus did for us?



	QUESTION
What did Isaiah say Jesus did for us in Isaiah 53:12?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
What did Jesus do for you as a result of His death on the cross?



	QUESTION
How would you explain the significance of the Cross to someone who isn’t a Christian?


Activate
Write out Isaiah 53:3–6, but replace “He” and “Him” with “You.” Also, change out “we” for “I” and replace “our” for “mine” or “my.” This exercise will personalize the passage and help you to reflect on what Jesus did for you. Read it out loud a few times.
Pray
Mighty God, thank You that You were willing to send and sacrifice Your Son. I’m so thankful that Jesus was willing to lay His life down. Help me to see that His death for sin brings wholeness and healing to all who call on His name. Start by healing my heart. Help me to love You most and to love the things that You love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Personal Devotion

Day 3

Engage
Read Matthew 1:18–25.

Consider
	
QUESTION
Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born. According to Matthew 1:18, through what did she become pregnant?



	QUESTION
What role did the angels play in the birth of Jesus?



	QUESTION
What did the angel tell Joseph about what Jesus would do?



	QUESTION
Matthew 1:23 includes a prophecy from Isaiah. Remember, Isaiah lived over seven hundred years before Jesus was born. What does the prophecy reveal about Jesus?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
Jesus came to save us from our sins. What are examples of other things people turn to when looking for salvation in life?



	QUESTION
What does it mean to you that God came to be with us? In what situations in your life do you need God to be with you?


Activate
Think of friends who may be struggling with feelings of loneliness. Look for an opportunity to share with them about how you have learned that God is with you at all times and in all situations. Let them know that one of the names for Jesus, Immanuel, means “God is with us!”
Pray
Wonderful Savior, thank You for being with us. Thank You that You didn’t stand far away and tell us to come to You. Thank You for coming to us. Jesus, I believe that You alone can save me from my sins. You are the only way to heaven. I receive Your saving work on my behalf. Help me to live a life that responds to Your salvation. In Your matchless Name. Amen.


Personal Devotion
Day 4
Engage
Read Philippians 3:12–21.
Consider
In this passage, the apostle Paul encouraged the believers in Philippi to remain faithful in their relationship with Jesus. He does this by pointing them to the Cross.
	
QUESTION
How did Paul describe the way he grew in his faith? (Philippians 3:12–14)



	QUESTION
What moved Paul to tears? (Philippians 3:17–19)



	QUESTION
In Philippians 3:20, how did Paul describe believers and what does that mean?



	QUESTION
In Philippians 3:21, Paul wrote about the future saving work of Jesus. How did Paul describe it?


Reflect
	
QUESTION
How does the promise of eternity with Jesus give you strength to press on through difficult situations?


Activate
Write out Philippians 3:14 on one notecard, and write out Philippians 3:20–21 on another. Tape them up somewhere you will see them often. Read them daily as a powerful reminder of truth.
Pray
God, thank You that You give me strength to press on through life’s struggles. Forgive me for the times that I give up easily and use my weaknesses as an excuse. Thank You that You have never given up on me so I can have the promise of future salvation, both for my soul and my body. I place all my hope in You. In Your glorious Name. Amen.
Personal Devotion
Day 5
Engage
Read 1 Timothy 1:1–17.
Consider
Paul’s spiritual son was named Timothy. In this passage, Paul reminded this young pastor about the merciful saving power of Jesus.
	
QUESTION
What was the purpose of Paul’s instruction? (1 Timothy 1:5)



	QUESTION
1 Timothy 1:12–14 lists many words and phrases that describe what God did for Paul. What are they?



	QUESTION
What is the trustworthy statement in 1 Timothy 1:15?



	QUESTION
How did Paul describe himself in 1 Timothy 1:15?



	QUESTION
According to 1 Timothy 1:16, why did God have mercy on Paul?


Reflect
Paul described himself as the worst sinner.
	
QUESTION
What does that claim reveal about how Paul saw himself in light of the holiness of God?



	QUESTION
How does realizing we are sinners in need of the Savior help us live for God?


Activate
Perhaps you have a brother or sister who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus. Make time to tell them how Jesus loves them, gave His life for them, and wants to have a relationship for eternity with them.
Pray
Father God, thank You for being generous and gracious. Thank You for filling me with faith and love that comes from Jesus. Even though I have sinned and feel at times like the worst sinner in the world, help me to believe that Your grace is enough. Jesus came to give new life, and He did not fail! Thank You. In the wonderful name of Jesus. Amen.
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