Group Session
Small Group Study
Overview
God’s call comes with a cost. We see this biblical principle displayed through the prison confinement of Paul and Silas. Similarly, we should not be surprised when we encounter persecution for our faith in Christ. The lessons we can learn from exploring this account can prepare us for difficult times as we walk with Jesus.
	

You Will Need
· No prep is needed for this session
Getting Ready
· First time leading Listen for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.

Engage
Welcome
Welcome guests and thank everyone for coming. Take a moment as students arrive to ensure everyone is aware of and able to access the daily devotions in the app.
	
QUESTION
What has been the best part of your week so far?


Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Ask the Lord to help everyone really listen to God’s Word today. Ask Him to give the grace to follow Jesus and share His Word with others, whatever cost we might face in our lives. Thank Him for sending Jesus to give His life, the ultimate sacrifice, for us.
Introduction
Today’s story is a fascinating account from Scripture. The apostle Paul and another leader in the Early Church, Silas, are put in prison. And we see them go from being prisoners to proclaiming freedom as they lead an entire family to be saved and baptized in water. Let’s listen to what took place in between these two events. Get ready.
Did You Know?
	Silas was called by more than one name. Outside the Book of Acts, he is listed as Silvanus (2 Corinthians 1:19; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1; 1 Peter 5:12). Some older or more literal versions of the Bible call him Silvanus in those verses, but many modern Bible translations change it to Silas to reduce confusion.


Group Activity
The Cost of Training
	
QUESTION
What’s the most valuable item you’ve ever purchased with your own money?



	QUESTION
Did you earn the money you used to purchase that valuable item, did you receive it as a gift, or was it a combination of both?



The value of something definitely seems to go up the more it costs you or the harder you worked to get it! While the financial cost of material things is one thing, it’s not the only type of cost. Some things require a time investment.
•	Optional: Divide into teams to do this activity.
You’re going to guess how much training time five different activities would take. You’ll give two answers. First, you’ll decide if the training takes weeks, months, or years. Then for bonus points, guess how many weeks, months, or years it takes.
How much time does it take to train to:
1.	Run a marathon?	
Correct answer: 12–20 weeks
Runners build up stamina to go 26.2 miles on race day.
2.	Potty train a puppy?
Correct answer: 4–12 months
Puppies require a lot of patience to be potty trained. Plus, they need to be 3–4 months old to begin the process. Raise your hand if you’ve helped to train a puppy. (Allow response.)
3.	Swim the English Channel between England and France?
Correct answer: 2 years
While the channel is about twenty-one miles across, the swim is much further due to tides. Only about 20 percent of swimmers who attempt the swim actually make it across. A number of people have died while trying it. (The exact number is not known.)
4.	Become an astronaut after you’re accepted as a candidate by NASA?
Correct answer: 2 years
Becoming an astronaut is not a quick and easy process. You need many qualifications before you can even apply to NASA. It might be easier to pay a lot of money to be a space tourist.
5.	Improve yourself as a follower of Jesus by reading the entire Bible?
Correct answer: Less than 1 year.
The Old Testament takes about 52 hours to read, and the New Testament takes about 18 hours. Reading the Bible in a year takes less than 15 minutes a day.
Let’s watch this video as you think about which event you would most like to train for.
Watch

	
QUESTION
What stood out to you from this video?



Consider
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
Counting the Cost
Read Acts 16:16–21.
	
QUESTION
How does the Bible describe this girl who was following Paul?



She definitely didn’t have the Holy Spirit in her life. Instead, an evil spirit was using her, as well as the evil people who owned her. This story reminds us that human trafficking is an evil as old as biblical times.
	

QUESTION
Why would Paul want to stop this slave girl from continuing to yell out who he was?



	QUESTION
What did it cost her master?



Rather than put her master in prison for using this poor girl, the authorities went after Paul. This story hits closer to home when we realize it’s another case of people putting business and making money in front of human rights.
	
QUESTION
What did this girl’s deliverance from the evil spirit cost Paul and Silas?


· For the next question, be ready with your own story.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever given up something you wanted so you could have something better? Tell us about it.



We’ve just described the personal cost of different things. Let’s read more about two guys who paid a higher cost than what we just talked about, for a much greater purpose.
The Lord Listens
Read Acts 16:22–26.
	
QUESTION
What happened right before Paul and Silas were thrown into prison?



Can you imagine a mob of people coming after you for doing the right thing? God made a positive change through Paul in the girl’s life, and he and Silas were repaid by being mobbed, whipped, and thrown into prison. That’s some serious repaying good with evil!
	
QUESTION
What were Paul and Silas doing at midnight? What was the result?



In a moment that many of us would have been throwing a pity party, these two guys were throwing a two-man church service! God wasn’t their only audience either—they grabbed the attention of the other prisoners.
	
QUESTION
What do you think these verses tell us about Paul and Silas?



Connecting with God seemed to be such an important part of their lives that it was their go-to response, even in the middle of the persecution they were facing. Instead of focusing on their problems, they focused on God.
The Jailer Listens
Read Acts 16:27–34.
	
QUESTION
Why was the guard going to kill himself?



In a culture where honor and duty are so important, like among Roman soldiers, this poor guard may have thought suicide was the only solution. Also, he may have been held responsible for any prisoner who escaped by forfeiting his life or that of his family. Thankfully, Paul jumped in to stop him before he acted on the assumption that the prisoners had left.
	
QUESTION
How did the jailer respond?



	QUESTION
What did Paul and Silas tell the jailer he needed to do to be saved?



Paul and Silas went on to share more of God’s Word with the jailer and his family. They did this without a Bible in hand or on a smartphone. It’s a good reminder of how helpful it can be to learn and memorize parts of the Bible so that we’re always ready to share with those who need to hear it.
	
QUESTION
What did the jailer do to show his gratitude to Paul and Silas?



Reflect
Suffering for Our Faith
You may or may not be aware, but followers of Jesus around the world are going through all kinds of suffering because of their beliefs. The worst some will go through is teasing, but others will literally give their life because they believe in Jesus.
	
QUESTION
Why do Christians sometimes suffer for their faith in Jesus as Paul and Silas did?



	QUESTION
Have you ever suffered for being a Christian? What happened?



	QUESTION
What did obedience to God cost Jesus? Why did He choose to suffer?


No one wants to suffer for their belief in God. But in moments of suffering, it can be helpful to remember that Jesus went through horrendous suffering as well. He understands our pain.
	
QUESTION
What can we learn from Paul and Silas’ example the next time we face suffering or persecution?



	QUESTION
In what ways can suffering for Jesus strengthen our faith?


Digging Deeper (Optional)
Blessed Are the Persecuted
Read Matthew 5:10–16.
This bit of teaching from Jesus can be a pretty hard pill to swallow. He laid out a perspective and response to persecution that’s far from natural. Our usual reaction to people mistreating us is to get mad or sad, but Jesus calls us to do the opposite as we focus on God’s blessings.
	
QUESTION
What does God do for those who are being persecuted for following Jesus?



	QUESTION
Why do you think God rewards those who endure persecution?



	QUESTION
What do you think it looks like to be salt and light in our world today?



	QUESTION
How might the idea of being salt and light be connected to being persecuted?




Activate
People all over the world are being persecuted for their faith. Some even lose their life for simply following Jesus. In a moment, we’ll pray for our brothers and sisters around the world who are facing prison or other forms of persecution. Consider committing to pray for other believers as the Holy Spirit reminds you.

Conclusion
As we pray for Christians around the world, let’s ask God to give them the grit and grace they need to be faithful to Jesus, even though they face a great cost for following Him. Let’s also ask God to help us to be faithful to Him regardless of the cost.
	
Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.

But before we pray, let me ask if anyone here today would say they don’t know Jesus as Lord and want to fully surrender to Him.

Can we pray for anyone here who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Jesus?
· Pray for those surrendering their life to Christ.

Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them now or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.


Prayer
Mighty God, thank You for showing us in Scripture the right way to respond to suffering. When it comes our way, help us to honor You in the middle of it. Help us remember those around the world who suffer because they follow You. Please give them tremendous courage and the will to endure. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Next time we’ll take a look at a young leader named Timothy who learned from Paul. It’s the first of our final four Listen in Community sessions in this first-year tour through the Bible. Let me challenge you to finish strong by not missing any of them.
© 2020 by The General Council of the Assemblies of God, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, Missouri 65802. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
image1.png
LISTEN » VOLUME 9 ¢ SESSION 4





image2.png




