Group Session
Small Group Study
Overview
The Book of Acts records how God poured out His Holy Spirit on the earliest followers of Jesus. As we look at their baptism in the Holy Spirit, we see how it empowered believers to reach people with the gospel. We’ll also talk about how this experience should connect to each of our personal journeys with the Holy Spirit. Like those early believers, He can empower us to be God’s witnesses and a part of Jesus’ mission.
	
You Will Need
· Various items to build an obstacle course
· Small prize for the winning team (candy, etc.)
Getting Ready
· Decide on the activities for the obstacle course, and set it up. See the activity below for suggestions.
· First time leading Listen for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.

Engage
Welcome
Welcome your students, introduce guests, and thank everyone for coming.
	
QUESTION
Who would like to share their favorite Bible story we’ve discussed so far? What makes it your favorite?


· You may want to remind everyone of a few of the stories to help get them started.
· If no one responds, share one Bible story that stuck out to you, or have another leader share.


Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Thank God for sending the Holy Spirit. Ask Him to help everyone know more about the Holy Spirit and be empowered to be witnesses to those around them. Pray for the needs of the students and families represented.
Introduction
The Book of Acts is a continuation of Luke’s Gospel, picking up the story after Jesus ascended to heaven. It tells how Jesus’ followers, with the power of the Holy Spirit, continued to spread Jesus’ message in their hometowns, surrounding communities, other countries, and even other continents! Acts also serves as an introduction to the Church—the worldwide community of all true followers of Jesus. As we jump into Acts, you’ll see that the fuel empowering the Church to complete Jesus’ core mission is a gift from God—the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Group Activity
Obstacle Course
	You Will Need
· Various items to build an obstacle course
· Small prize for the winning team (candy, etc.)
Getting Ready
· Set up a unique obstacle course. Stations might include:
· Telling a joke
· Building a house of cards using six index cards
· Drinking a soda
· Eating a jar of baby food
· Crawling under a table
· Doing twenty-five jumping jacks

	


Today we’re going to start with an obstacle course. But it’s not your typical course. The team that completes these activities first will be our winner.
•	Divide the group into teams or choose participants if your group is too large for everyone to participate.
•	After playing and declaring a winner, reward the winners with a prize.
Unlike this obstacle course where you completed several tasks to receive a prize, Jesus wants to freely give us the gift of the Holy Spirit. We don’t have to jump through any hoops to receive this gift. We just need to invite Him fully into our lives.
Did You Know?
	All four Gospels mention the fact that Jesus is the One who baptizes us in the Holy Spirit. See Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33. 



Let’s watch this video to give us a better idea about how the Holy Spirit empowers us to serve and be His witnesses.
Watch

	
QUESTION
What stood out or what did you find interesting in this video?



Consider
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
Wait for It
Read Acts 1:1–5.
The Book of Acts is the second book written by Luke in our Bible. It’s intended to be a continuation of the story of Jesus’ impact on this world. While the Gospel of Luke focused on Jesus’ activity, Acts looks at His followers’ activity and how they began to turn the world upside down. In the verses we just read, the resurrected Jesus talked to some of His closest followers—His disciples (also called apostles, like in these verses.)
	
QUESTION
What did Jesus tell His disciples to wait for in Jerusalem?



	QUESTION
Acts 1:5 points out two baptisms. What are they?



Both baptisms Jesus talked about happen after someone becomes a Christian. Being baptized in water is a symbolic, physical act that tells others that you’ve started your new life as a follower of Jesus. But being baptized in the Holy Spirit is a spiritual experience that should be far more than a one-time event!
•	Take a moment to celebrate those who have been baptized in water and consider finding an opportunity for those who haven’t yet been baptized in water.

Can I Get a Witness?
Read Acts 1:6–11.
The apostles were focused on the world around them—their nation and political leadership. But Jesus’ goals for them were much, much bigger. He intended for them to receive spiritual power that would propel them far from their homes with His message.
	
QUESTION
Based on these verses, what do you think was the main reason Jesus gave the Holy Spirit? (To give His followers the power to be His witnesses)



	QUESTION
What does it mean to be Jesus’ witnesses?



	QUESTION
For a moment, think about these apostles who gave up everything to follow Jesus—and just saw Him leave in the clouds. How do you think they felt? How would that make you feel if you were one of them?



Jesus’ Promise Is Fulfilled
Read Acts 2:1–4.
	
QUESTION
This was quite an experience! What are some of the things these followers of Jesus saw, heard, felt, and experienced?



	QUESTION
What was the first physical response of everyone who was filled with the Holy Spirit? (They spoke in other languages.)



What Jesus said was coming had finally arrived! Those who patiently waited in Jerusalem received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Throughout Acts, people continued to receive this new Baptism. Speaking in another language they had never learned was a consistent sign that they had received this power from God. It’s sometimes called “speaking in tongues.” To this day, this sign is how Christians know they’ve received this gift from God.
How Can This Be?
Read Acts 2:5–11.
	
QUESTION
How do you imagine someone today would react if they heard someone speaking in tongues in their native language?



While it’s not common, this has happened many times since the Day of Pentecost in both local churches and missionary works throughout the world.
	
QUESTION
How did the Holy Spirit help Jesus’ followers witness to these people from other nations?



	QUESTION
What did the spectators hear the people saying who were speaking in tongues?



	QUESTION
Why do you think people were both amazed and perplexed at what they saw?



Reflect
This Gift Helps Us Serve Jesus
Jesus gave a gift that’s available to everyone who follows Him—the opportunity to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. That amazing gift wasn’t offered just so Christians who have received it can feel superior to those who haven’t yet. The point of this Baptism is to empower every follower of Jesus to better serve and live for Him.
	
QUESTION
What do you find interesting about the baptism in the Holy Spirit?



	QUESTION
What might keep you from asking God for this gift?



Sometimes the things God does in and through us can also be for the benefit of others. As the Holy Spirit helps us be better followers of Jesus, our changed lives will point to the God who changed us. The people in our life can also come face-to-face with Jesus as we receive the courage to tell them about our Savior through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	
QUESTION
What are some ways the baptism in the Holy Spirit might help someone witness to others?



	QUESTION
As we talked about earlier, the Bible’s consistent sign that someone was baptized in the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues. What could this sign be saying about the purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit?



Speaking in a new language gives us a clear way to know when we’re baptized in the Holy Spirit. But some people get hung up on the sign. You aren’t praying to receive tongues when asking for the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Instead, you’re asking for more of God in your life by giving the Holy Spirit complete access to you. In water baptism, a person’s body is completely submerged in water. But in the baptism in the Holy Spirit, a person’s entire life should be completely covered by God’s Holy Spirit.
Live Boldly
Read Acts 4:23–24, 31.
	
QUESTION
Some people in this story were some of the first ones baptized in the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Based on that, what might this say about being filled with the Holy Spirit? (Being filled with the Holy Spirit doesn’t have to be a one-time experience.)



	QUESTION
What happened right after these people were filled with the Holy Spirit? (They boldly shared the Word of God.)



	QUESTION
Would anyone like to share about a time when you felt the Holy Spirit empowering you for a task that you didn’t think you could do on your own? (You may want to share something here to get the group started.)


Digging Deeper (Optional)
Holy Spirit Power
Read Acts 10:44–48.
	
QUESTION
How did the Jewish believers know that the Gentiles (those people who are not Jews) had received the baptism in the Holy Spirit?



	QUESTION
What differences do you notice in reading this passage that are unique from Acts 2:1–4?



	QUESTION
What is similar?



	QUESTION
How does talking about the baptism in the Holy Spirit inspire you in your walk with Jesus?



Activate
One of the first things we talked about today was that Jesus wanted to give His followers a gift—the baptism in the Holy Spirit. If you haven’t received this gift yet, now is a great time to ask God for it.
There’s no formula for being baptized in the Holy Spirit. The only requirements are to be saved and open your heart to this gift from God. When you’re ready, pray and ask God for it. While you’re praying and waiting for God to respond, you can prepare your heart. Make sure there’s nothing between you and God. If you need to, ask Him for forgiveness. Also, praising and worshipping God are always great options. And remember, you’ll know the waiting is over and God has answered when you begin to speak in tongues, a language you haven’t learned.
Many people don’t receive this gift immediately, so don’t give up if that happens. God will respond to you at exactly the right time. For some people, it takes weeks or even years. It also happens in unexpected places. You don’t have to be in a church to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. So, if it doesn’t happen today, just continue asking and being open to God’s perfect timing for your life.
•	If you’ve been baptized in the Holy Spirit, now is a good time to share your experiences and struggles. Your story could connect with students in ways instructions may not.
Let’s take a moment and pray together. If you’ve never been baptized in the Holy Spirit and would like to, now is a great time to start asking God for this gift. If you’re already baptized in the Holy Spirit, don’t forget that you can ask God for more of the Holy Spirit’s impact on your life.
•	Ask everyone to close their eyes and spend some time in prayer. Feel free to pray for all students, but especially those seeking the Baptism.
If you’ve not yet been baptized in the Holy Spirit, keep on seeking. God will respond to your request at exactly the right time! And if you have received, don’t be satisfied with what happened in the past. Keep asking God for what He has for you today. And everyone can take today’s discussion and the devotions you go through this week as a challenge to seek all that God has for you.
Conclusion
God’s Spirit empowers us not just for amazing outcomes, but for our everyday life too. Although we can’t see Him, He guides us, helps us, teaches us, and counsels us. Let’s practice paying attention to the influence of the Holy Spirit in our day-to-day activities and decisions.
	
Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.

Some of you here may have never surrendered your heart to Jesus or need to rededicate your life to Him.

Is there anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?

Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them now or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.



In a moment, we will close in prayer. As we do, let’s take a moment to pray for the individuals who surrendered their lives to Jesus.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for the gift of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Please baptize and fill us to overflowing so that we can be better witnesses for You. Help us to have the courage to share Your good news with our family, friends, and people we meet. Help us pay attention to what You’re doing in and through us. We ask this in the mighty name of Jesus. Amen.
If you’ve ever wondered why we should be a part of the Church, then next time is for you. We’ll look at the role and purpose of the Church. I guarantee that you’ll see the Church in a way you’ve never understood it before. Come ready for it.
Also, please bring two of your favorite snacks: two candy bars, etc. You will be sharing one with someone in the group.
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