Group Session
Small Group Study
Leader Overview
The past few sessions about Jesus’ last days on earth lead us to a passage some call the Great Commission. As Jesus prepared to leave the earth, He wanted to give clear instructions to His followers to go into the world to do His work. Additionally, He promised empowerment to do that task through the Holy Spirit. This session looks at some of Jesus’ final words to His followers and His calling to fulfill His mission.
	
You Will Need
· Media Mission Slide
· Bag of candy
Getting Ready
· First time leading Live for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.

To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.



Engage
Welcome
Welcome everyone, introduce first-time guests, and thank them for being part of the group.
	
QUESTION
If you didn’t know, this time studying the Bible is called Listen in Community. Would anyone like to guess why?



As we gather in community to listen to God’s Word, we want to hear what the God’s Holy Spirit is speaking to us. Let’s pray that we do that.
Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Thank God for the hope we have because Jesus is alive. Pray that the Holy Spirit will remind us of that resurrection power whenever our hearts grow tired or discouraged. Ask God that people all over the world will understand the power of the Resurrection. Pray that as followers, we would share this good news with others.
Introduction
Today, we’re going to continue our journey through the Bible. Last time we looked at Jesus’ resurrection. We were reminded that Jesus defeated death, hell, and the grave. Because He did that, we can have hope and joy in any situation. Today we’ll look at some of Jesus’ final words to His followers to learn about the mission He gave to them and us.
Did You Know?
	The ascension of Jesus happened forty days after His resurrection. The Ascension is the event of Jesus’ return to heaven. During the forty days before ascending, Jesus appeared to many people and gave important, final teaching to His followers.



Even after His death and resurrection, Jesus walked the earth to show people He really was alive and had conquered death.
Group Activity
Media Mission
	You Will Need:
· Media Mission Slide
· Bag of candy
Getting Ready:
· No prep is needed for this activity.



I’m going to break the group into teams and give you each a mission. Each team needs to choose one person who has a smartphone, a social media account, and the willingness to use their social media for the mission.
I’ll give you a list of things to do on the social media account. The first team to finish the mission by completing four out of the five items on the list wins the game and this prize.
•	Hold up the bag of candy.
The only rule is that everyone on the team has to be involved in either suggesting ideas or actually executing them.
•	Show the Media Mission Slide. It contains the following instructions:
1.	Leave an encouraging comment on the most recent post by a pastor or leader in your church.
2.	Unfollow someone in the room. (You can follow them again later!)
3.	Share or repost an image containing a Bible passage.
4.	Go to an immediate family member’s account and post, “I LOVE YOU, AND I WANT THE WHOLE WORLD TO KNOW IT!”
5.	Take a selfie of your entire team, post it on your social media page, and tag your church or youth ministry account in it.
•	Set a time limit for teams to complete the five instructions.
•	Award the prize to the winning team.

Great job, everyone! I hope this activity showed you how having a mission gives us clear focus and energy.
	
QUESTION
How would you define what a mission is?



Today we’re going to learn about the mission Jesus gave to all who follow Him. Not only does that mission focus us on a vital goal, it should be backed with strong conviction because of the One who assigned it. We’ll talk more about that after we watch the video.
Watch

	
QUESTION
What did you particularly like about this video?



Consider
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
Last time, we learned that Jesus defeated death. He died for our sins, but He didn’t stay dead. And that same resurrection power that raised Jesus from the dead now lives in every one of His followers. That power gives hope for eternal life to every follower. But Jesus’ followers weren’t supposed to only focus on eternity. There was a world that needed to hear about Him right now! Reaching that world was the great mission Jesus assigned to them and to us.
The Audience
Read Matthew 28:16–17.
	
QUESTION
Who was present in this story?



	QUESTION
How did they respond to seeing Jesus? What is surprising about their response?



Some of Jesus’ disciples, His closest followers, worshipped Him, and some doubted. They had already seen the resurrected Jesus. While some were fully convinced it was Him, others seemed to have questions. But to both the confident and the questioning, Jesus still gave an important mission.
	
QUESTION
What do you think that means for us?



Jesus doesn’t require that we have all our doubts and concerns settled to hear and be part of His mission.
The Command
Read Matthew 28:18–20.
	
QUESTION
What did Jesus tell His disciples prior to giving them the mission?



In verse 19, it looks like there are two commands: go and make. The original language of the New Testament, Greek, reveals that only one of these two words is a direct imperative (a command). The word that is translated as “go” is passive, and only the word translated as “make” is in the imperative form. Jesus is basically telling the disciples that as they go, they must make disciples.
	
QUESTION
What does it mean to make disciples as you go?



Going places comes pretty naturally with life. Whether you’re going to visit someone, going to a place to buy things, or going to work, we all go. But making disciples is something that requires us to be intentional. Jesus is calling His followers to that kind of intentional life.
	
QUESTION
What three things does Jesus tell His followers to do as they go?



Jesus’ disciples were instructed to make more disciples. To do that, they would help others become committed followers of Jesus like they were. They were also told to baptize these new disciples. This baptism is also called water baptism—the step of discipleship where a Christian goes completely underwater and comes back out as a sign of their new life in Jesus. And the third instruction was to teach the new disciples everything Jesus had taught them. This continues today through all kinds of methods that help us learn more about God and the Bible—including group sessions like the one we’re in!
The Promise
Read Matthew 28:20 again.
	
QUESTION
What promise did Jesus give His disciples?



	QUESTION
How might that promise encourage us today as we fulfill this mission?



Reflect
Let’s consider the main idea for this session: Jesus sends us. In a later text, Jesus reinforces and clarifies our mission. Let’s look at that passage and reflect on what it means for us.
What Matters?
Read Acts 1:3–7.
Jesus knew these were His last moments on earth with His disciples. He chose His final words carefully.
	
QUESTION
What was the instruction Jesus gave His followers during this visit?



	QUESTION
What is the difference between John’s baptism and the baptism Jesus wanted them to receive?



John’s baptism was a baptism in water. It was connected to repentance and conversion. The purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is to empower us to be His witnesses and live on mission for Him.
	
QUESTION
Who here has been baptized in water?


•	Optional: If group members are ready to be baptized in water, work with your church leaders to plan a water baptism service. When scheduled, notify those who are ready.
What Happened Next?
Read Acts 1:8.
	
QUESTION
What do you think it means to receive the power of the Holy Spirit?



	QUESTION
According to this verse, what is the purpose of being Spirit empowered?



	QUESTION
What do you think is the difference between doing witnessing and being His witnesses?



We are called to live in a way that witnesses to Jesus’ impact on our life. While specific witnessing events are great, we shouldn’t have a mentality that witnessing only happens during those intentional moments. Recall Matthew 28:19. We’re always to be open to making disciples as we go through life.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to fulfill this mission?



And Then What Happened?
Read Acts 1:9–11.
	
QUESTION
What did the angels (the two men in white robes) say to the disciples about Jesus’ return?



	QUESTION
What do you think we should be doing until Christ returns?



We can be sure He wants us to focus on His mission! Regardless of what job we do in life, we are all called to be a part of the mission of Christ that He spoke of to His followers.
Digging Deeper (Optional)
Let’s dig a bit deeper. Years later, a leader in the Early Church named Paul wrote a letter to a church in Corinth. He challenged them to live on mission, make disciples, and be God’s people. Let’s look at what he said.
Christ’s Ambassadors!
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16–21.
	

QUESTION
What are some of the ways Paul describes Christians in these verses?



Let’s look closer at some of these descriptions of Christians.
1.	In Christ—We are united to Christ, and we belong to Him. He is our righteousness and our covering. Our identity is found in Him alone.
2.	New creation—We are not the same as we were before. Our old habits and old mindsets have been surrendered to God. We have new life in Jesus.
3.	Ministers of reconciliation—We have been given the mission of helping others return to God. We should be peacemakers
4.	Christ’s ambassadors—We represent Christ in all of life. God speaks to us and through us. We can speak life into a dying world on His behalf.
	
QUESTION
Choose one of these descriptions and share what it means to you.



	QUESTION
How would you put 2 Corinthians 5:20 in your own words?



	QUESTION
How does 2 Corinthians 5:21 give us motivation to live on mission?



This verse reminds us that Jesus’ mission was to accomplish for us what we could not accomplish for ourselves. He became the offering to pay for our sins so that we could have His righteousness.

Activate
	
QUESTION
Who in your life needs to be rescued by Jesus?



In a moment, we’ll pray that Jesus rescues us in each area mentioned. Let’s also take time to ask for the Holy Spirit’s help in living out the gospel and making disciples. Perhaps some of you would even want to ask Jesus to baptize you in the Holy Spirit. His empowerment to witness is available to every Christian who asks.
•	Be prepared to follow up with this ministry opportunity as needed.

Conclusion
Jesus didn’t save us just to get us to heaven. He saved us to become His people, living out His mission for His glory. Seeing what Jesus did to rescue us should motivate and free us to live out the mission of seeing others rescued by Jesus.
As we close today, there may be some who have not understood the reason Jesus came to the earth. Today is a chance to surrender your life completely to Jesus.
	
Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.

Is there anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?

Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them now or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.



As we close in prayer, let’s pray for the individuals who surrendered their lives to Jesus. Their next steps with Him will be some of the most important of their life.
Prayer
Dear Father, thank You for sending Jesus to give His life. Thank You for including us in Your mission to help others know You. Help us to live as Christ’s ambassadors. Empower us with Your Holy Spirit to fulfill Your mission. We pray and agree together that those who don’t yet know You as Lord and Savior would come to know You. In Your wonderful name. Amen.
Let me encourage each of you to spend a few minutes this week looking over the personal devotions.
Next time we meet, we will talk more about the baptism in the Holy Spirit. This is the baptism that Jesus told His disciples to wait for. Let me encourage you to take some time this week to ask for the Holy Spirit to operate more fully in your life.
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Media Mission

1. Leave an encouraging comment on the most recent post by a pastor or
leader in your church.

. Unfollow someone in the room. (You can follow them again later)
. Share or repost an image containing a Bible passage.

. Go to an immediate family member’s account and post, “I LOVE YOU, AND | WANT
THE WHOLE WORLD TO KNOW IT!"

. Take a selfie of your entire team, post it on your social media page, and tag your
church or youth ministry account in it.
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