Group Session
Small Group Study
Leader Overview
The crucifixion of Jesus is the setting for this session’s discussion. Exploring this historic event brings us face-to-face with the Savior of the world, offering forgiveness and eternal life through His suffering and death on the cross. Life’s meaning and our purpose for living come into focus as we grasp the significance of this moment.
	

You Will Need
· Optional: Chocolate candy for everyone
Getting Ready
· First time leading Listen for Youth? Look here for the Facilitator Guide.



To access the Bible Engagement Project library from a computer, visit App.BibleEngagementProject.com.

Engage
Welcome
Welcome and thank everyone for coming. Introduce first-time guests.
	
QUESTION
What’s one way we can pray for you today? (Make note of these needs in order to include them in the opening prayer.)


Opening Prayer
Prayer thoughts: Thank God for the opportunity to be together. Thank Jesus for His willingness to come and be a servant, obedient even to death on the cross. Ask for the Holy Spirit to help everyone in the group to have a fresh encounter with the work of Jesus on the cross during this week.
Introduction
Today, we’re going to continue our journey through the Bible. Last session, we looked at something remarkable that Jesus did the night before He was crucified. In the midst of chaos and pain, Jesus took the time to serve His friends by washing their feet. Today, we’re going to look at the ultimate way Jesus served us—by dying on the cross and giving His life for us.
	
QUESTION
What is your earliest memory of learning about Jesus dying on the cross? What was your response?


Did You Know?
	During the time of Jesus, crucifixion by the Romans was not a common punishment. It was mostly used for criminals and slaves. And scholars believe that the only way a Roman citizen would have been crucified is if he or she were guilty of treason.


Jesus’ decision to give His life on the cross as a sacrifice is one of the most important moments in all of history. Though He could have chosen not to sacrifice His life, He made the choice that would benefit humanity the most.
On a lighter note, let’s think about the concept of sacrifice in a quick activity.
Group Activity
What Would You Sacrifice?
	You Will Need
· Optional: Chocolate candy for everyone

No prep is needed for this activity.



In life, we’re constantly making choices between one thing or another. We can’t be in two places at the same time. We can’t sleep and be awake at the same time. You get the idea.
We’re going to play a game called What Would You Sacrifice? I’ll mention two things. Then you have to decide which thing you are willing to give up forever—not just for days or weeks—forever!
•	Optional: If your group likes to move around, have them go to the left or right side of the room for each answer choice.
Here are your choices:
1.	Pizza or burgers?
2.	Phones or laptops?
3.	Video games or streaming video sites?
4.	Showering or brushing your teeth?
5.	Having friends or having money?
6.	Music or sports?
7.	Coffee or chocolate?
Today we’re going to be talking about the greatest sacrifice anyone ever made. Let’s take a look at the video to get us started.
•	Optional: Give chocolate to each student who participated, and thank them for being a part of the activity.
Watch

	
QUESTION
Did this video encourage your faith? Why or why not?



Consider
Ensure each student has access to a Bible, preferably the same version.
Last time, we heard how Jesus served His disciples despite who He was and what He was about to go through. We learned that Jesus knew death on the cross was coming, but He still took the time to love His disciples—the very men who would betray, deny, and abandon Him in His most painful moments. Today we’ll read about the Crucifixion and learn that Jesus is more than a servant—He’s the Savior.
The Cross
Read Luke 23:32–38.
	
QUESTION
What were Jesus’ first words recorded from the Cross?



Even in this horrific moment of pain, Jesus’ compassion for people is easily seen. While many would have cursed those who executed them, He spoke words of forgiveness.
	
QUESTION
How did the crowd and soldiers respond to His words?



The crowds weren’t the only ones who had something to say about Jesus. John’s Gospel reveals that the sign calling Jesus the “King of the Jews” was posted there by the Roman official who ordered Jesus’ crucifixion, Pilate.
	
QUESTION
How might the title “King of the Jews” have been both intended as mockery and also true in a way?



The Criminals
Read Luke 23:39–43.
	
QUESTION
How did the two criminals react to Jesus?



The two criminals demonstrated the opposing views of Jesus. One joined in on the mocking with the crowd. He spoke angrily and sarcastically to Jesus. The other one defended Jesus and owned up to his own sin.
	
QUESTION
What did the second criminal know about Jesus?



	QUESTION
What is amazing about Jesus’ reply to that criminal?



Jesus agreed to the man’s request even though the criminal didn’t have time to make restitution for his wrongs. He didn’t do any great work of goodness. Jesus had mercy on him in his dying moments.
The Crucifixion
Read Luke 23:44–46.
	
QUESTION
What unusual events happened when Jesus died?



Of these events, one of the most significant was the curtain being torn. Let’s take a moment and read Matthew’s account of this event.
Read Matthew 27:51–52.
	
QUESTION
What do you think is the significance of the curtain being torn?



This curtain was the cloth that separated people from the Holy of Holies, the most holy place in the temple. It was a very special place where only one certain priest could go to make sacrifices before God one time each year.
Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice on the cross made a way for everyone to access the very presence of God. That’s why the curtain was torn. And it was torn from top to bottom to remind us that it was God’s work and not ours!
	
QUESTION
What do Jesus’ final words in Luke 23:46 reveal about Him at that moment?



Even in His tremendous suffering, Jesus was in control to the very end. No one took His life from Him; He laid it down. He could have this kind of confidence because He knew that God the Father was completely trustworthy.
The Crowd
Read Luke 23:47–49.
	
QUESTION
How did the Roman officer respond?



	QUESTION
How did the crowd and Jesus’ friends respond? Why?



Reflect
Let’s consider the main idea for this session: Jesus is our Savior. In this story, Jesus provided the opportunity for salvation from our sins by dying in our place. Let’s reflect on the reactions of the crowd in this story and what it reveals about Jesus’ saving work.
Forgiveness
	
QUESTION
What do you find interesting about Jesus’ statement to God to forgive the people in Luke 23:34?



It’s incredible to forgive someone who is currently hurting you. Many of us have possibly never seen forgiveness extended while a person is being even mildly hurt. It’s the opposite of the natural, human reaction.
	


QUESTION
Think about Jesus’ prayer, His conversation with the criminal, and the effect of His death on the Roman officer. How do we see Jesus the Savior in this story?



	QUESTION
How can Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross give you meaning and purpose in life?


Foolishness
Read 1 Corinthians 1:18.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think Paul said the message of the Cross is foolish to some?



It may seem silly to think that one death can save those who trust in that sacrifice for all eternity. This is where faith comes in.
	
QUESTION
Why do you think people reject the idea that Jesus’ sacrifice can save them from the punishment for their sin?



	QUESTION
Why is telling the story of the Cross vital for someone to receive Christ?



Jesus freely gave His life to pay for our sins. The Cross is the solution for the fall of humanity. The death of Jesus and being raised to life shows He has all authority, including over death.
Digging Deeper (Optional)
The Peace of Christ
Read Ephesians 2:14–18.
	
QUESTION
How did Jesus bring peace to us?



	QUESTION
In addition to giving us salvation, what was the result of Jesus’ death?



Jesus’ saving work doesn’t just reconcile us to God; it should reconcile us to one another. Everyone, regardless of age, gender, or nationality, shares the same need and has the same opportunity to be united in Jesus. And those who are united in Jesus share a special bond that goes eternally deeper than any demographic info!
	


QUESTION
According to Ephesians 2:17, what good news was shared with both Jews and non-Jews alike?



Though Jesus’ death was a violent one, the message it speaks into our lives is one of peace. We can be at peace because we know our eternal destiny is secured in Him.

Activate
Let’s take a moment to share.
	
QUESTION
If you know someone who needs to know about Jesus the Savior, what are some ways God can use you to point that person to Jesus?


Conclusion
Jesus is our Savior. He saved us from an eternity apart from God, but He also saved us—here and now—from a life that feels meaningless. You don’t have to wait until heaven to walk in the joy and freedom of the salvation provided by Jesus.
	
Salvation Opportunity
Include this if you think there may be some in the group who do not have a personal relationship with Jesus.

Today we heard the message of the Cross. There may be someone here who has never heard the message of salvation and would want to receive Christ’s love and forgiveness.

Is there anyone here that we can pray for who doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus or wants to renew their relationship with Him?

Take a moment to acknowledge those who respond, and thank them for their desire to make things right between themselves and God. Pray with them now or after the group time is over. Following group time, talk more about where they are in their walk with God and how you might be able to help.



In a moment, we will close in prayer. As we do, we’ll take a moment to pray for the individuals who surrendered their lives to Jesus.
Let me encourage each of you to spend a few minutes this week looking over the personal devotions and come ready to talk about it next week.
Prayer
Father, thank You for sending Jesus to give His life for us! His death brings us victory for both today and eternity. Thank You for providing a way to spend eternity in Your presence. We pray for those who don’t know You. May today be the day of salvation for them. We specifically pray for family and friends who don’t know You. Give us opportunities to share Your love and gift with them. Amen.
Next time we’ll take a look at the empty tomb. Spoiler alert: Jesus wasn’t in the grave very long! As a result, He rose to give us life for both today and for eternity.
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