Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read Acts 16:16–35.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about the cost of following Jesus?



Personal Devotion
Day 2
Read Mark 10:17–30.
A rich young man once came and knelt at the feet of Jesus. He knew there was a price to be paid to receive eternal life. In his estimation, he had paid the price. Jesus acknowledged the man’s good works, but revealed what was missing. This young man experienced his own version of sticker shock, and he was unwilling to pay the price that was asked of him.
	
QUESTION
What was the price Jesus asked the rich young man to pay?



	QUESTION
Holding back anything we have hampers us from running after Jesus. Prayerfully ask God to reveal any cost that has yet to be paid, so that you may follow Him fully. What did God reveal to you?



	QUESTION
In response to Peter’s statement of devotion, Jesus makes a promise. What is this promise?


Personal Devotion
Day 3
Read 1 Kings 19:19–21.
The cost of following God was not just a New Testament idea. When the cloak of the current prophet, Elijah, was placed on Elisha, it came with the cost of leaving his current life behind. Elisha slaughtered his oxen and burned his plow when he left to follow Elijah, so he would have nothing to go back to. If we don’t fully give up everything, we might return for the things we left behind. Going after them will always lead us in the opposite direction of Jesus.
	
QUESTION
Imagine the reaction of Elisha’s family when they saw him slaughter his means of livelihood. What might they have thought?



	QUESTION
Elisha fed the oxen to the townspeople. His faithfulness to God blessed his neighbors. How might they have reacted to Elisha’s generosity?



	QUESTION
Slaughtering the oxen meant Elisha had no backup plan. Are you holding onto a backup plan in case God’s plan doesn’t work out? If so, ask God to help you give it up.



Personal Devotion
Day 4
Read Mark 14:3–9.
The price we pay in devotion to God will always seem like a waste to the world. This woman’s actions in Mark, even from the disciples’ point of view, seemed wasteful. But not to Jesus. Just as her perfume anointed Him, the aroma of our obedience wells up to please Him.
	
QUESTION
What was the reason the men scolded the woman?



	QUESTION
How do their comments contrast with Jesus’ comments toward her?


	QUESTION
Based on His attitude toward the woman, what can we learn about how Jesus responds to our lives as we willingly pay the cost?




Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Matthew 13:44–46; Hebrews 12:2–9.
We discover joy in paying the cost. If we don’t pay attention to the joy of eternity, we may lose motivation to persist in following Jesus. In these Scriptures, we see the joy for those who are paying the cost. When we find a greater thing, we find joy, not mourning, in leaving behind the lesser things.
	
QUESTION
In the Matthew passage, the two men are joyful even though they are literally giving up everything they have. Why?



	QUESTION
Sometimes we pay the price as discipline from the hand of the Lord. What are some things to remember from these verses in Hebrews if this is the reason we are paying the cost?



	QUESTION
Jesus endured the cost of the cross for “the joy awaiting Him.” What do you think this “joy” was?
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