Personal Devotion
	Listening to God is something we need to do every day. Before you begin each devotion, pray and ask God to speak to you through His Word. Record your answers to the following questions in the space provided or in your personal journal.



Day 1
Read Acts 9:1–22.
Look back over the Group Session and complete your responses to the Personal Reflection Questions. If time permits, reread the Scripture too.
	
QUESTION
What do you sense that God is saying to you about His changing work in your life?



Personal Devotion
Day 2
Read John 15:9–17.
The Bible is full of examples of people who were chosen out of obscurity for God’s purpose. God took the lowly shepherd boy named David and anointed him king. He picked Esther and favored her to be queen. He selected innocent Mary to deliver the best Christmas gift anyone could ask for by assigning her to bring Jesus, the salvation of humanity, into this world. He took Saul who carried letters to persecute Christians and allowed him to pen letters to help Christians overcome persecution. This is our God. We may be unlikely choices, but we are His choice to bring a broken world home to Him.
	
QUESTION
In John 15:16, we’re told that Jesus chose us. What did He appoint us to do?


In Genesis 1:28, God told Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply. God was very literally telling them to have children. In this John passage, fruitfulness could be defined as multiplying God’s spiritual children.
	
QUESTION
Looking back at the passage in John, what are some things that Jesus commanded us to do that might make others want to be a part of God’s family?


Personal Devotion
Day 3
Read 2 Samuel 6:16–23.
David, a man after God’s own heart, portrayed a passion for worshipping God. In fact, his own wife reprimanded him for his expression of worship when the Ark of God came back to Jerusalem. She saw his actions as below the dignity of a king. But David was unafraid of people’s opinions about his worship.
True devotion changes us into people who are deeply focused on pleasing God. Like David, we should be people who want to honor God without concern for our dignity or our reputation (Psalm 69:9). God is looking for people with a passion for Him.
	
QUESTION
Pretend you were an eyewitness to this event. What adjectives would you use to describe David?



	QUESTION
Looking at verse 21, write in your own words the reason David gave Michal for displaying his passion.



Personal Devotion
Day 4
Read Hebrews 11:1–16.
Growth doesn’t happen by accident. Our faith grows as we trust God against all odds and then experience His faithfulness. When this practice is repeated over a lifetime, faith in God becomes more and more a part of us.
This passage in Hebrews is given to us as an example of how others lived out their faith. Their impact is still felt today. Imagine the impact your life can have on those who are watching you.
	
QUESTION
What two things does Hebrews 11:6 say that people of faith must believe?



	QUESTION
According to verses 10 and 16, what promise did these heroes of the faith ultimately believe God for?



	QUESTION
Who are two people you wish to reach for Jesus? Take a minute to pray for them today. Ask God to enable you to be a good example for them.



Personal Devotion
Day 5
Read Matthew 23:13–34.
Jesus’ passion for God was apparent in every action. His contempt for those who operated under an arrogant spirit was just as apparent. Jesus exposed the Pharisees for wearing masks of devotion while ignoring the corruption in their hearts.
We must guard against confusing passion for God with having passion for our traditions or preferences. The style of worship, the external expression of faith, and even our appearance should all remain secondary to the condition of our heart.
	
QUESTION
In Matthew 23:23, what aspects of the Law does Jesus accuse the Pharisees of ignoring?



	QUESTION
In Matthew 23:25, of what does Jesus accuse the Pharisees?



	QUESTION
Take a critical look at the Scriptures today and set yourself before God. Ask the Holy Spirit to search you for any of the accusations above. What did God speak to you during your time with Him?
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